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Activists of the 269 Animal freedom, an anti-specialism association, parody the Christian’s Last Supper on March 31, 2018 in Lausanne, western Switzerland, during a demonstration of the organization. —AFP 

Florist Philippa Craddock poses for a photograph in her studio in London. — AFP photos

An exhibition that reproduces
the precious treasures of
Mughal art in their original set-

ting in Kabul’s Babur Garden opened
this weekend, bringing a rare moment
of cultural relief to a city pounded by
war for decades. “King Babur’s Kabul:
Cradle of the Mughal Empire” dis-
plays a selection of high quality
reproductions of some of the master-
pieces of the Timurid and Mughal
periods from the mid-16th century,
one of Central Asia’s richest cultural
eras. It follows a similar exhibition in
December held in the historic citadel
of the western Afghan city of Herat, at
one time the seat of the powerful
Timurid dynasty and one of the great
centers of the Persian world.

At the Kabul exhibition’s launch on
Saturday, Michael Barry, a world
authority on Afghan art and culture
who curated the exhibition remi-
nisced about a visit he made to the
city at the height of the brutal 1990s
civil war. “Here in the Bagh-e Babur,
what we saw in 1994 was wreckage,
broken trees, shells fired. The beauti-
ful 17th century marble mosque here
was full of bullet holes. All we saw
was despair and ugliness.” The Bagh-
e Babur or Babur’s Garden, one of the
oldest surviving Mughal gardens, was
named after the first emperor of the
Mughal dynasty, which came to rule
over much of India in the following
three centuries. Babur loved Kabul
and was buried in the garden which
he ordered to be created after he
conquered the city in 1504. It was
largely destroyed in the 1990s but
was restored with the help of the
Agha Khan Foundation in 2008.

The garden remains a popular pic-
nic spot with Kabul families but the

artistic riches of the Mughal court
have disappeared from the city, with
not a single original painting from the
period known to be left in
Afghanistan. Barry said he had formed
the determination to bring not just
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan but to
help restore some of the cultural her-
itage lost to the country through
years of war. “In this garden, we will
bring back the magnificent paintings
which so influenced world civilization,
back to the Afghans, right here in this
historical environment,” he said.

Over the centuries, all of the origi-
nals have been dispersed outside
Afghanistan and while their removal
undoubtedly saved many precious art
works from destruction, their loss has
deprived Afghans of a central pillar of
their cultural heritage. Using state-of-
the-art printing techniques, dozens of
miniatures have been reproduced on
metal and put on display, showing a
fabled world of poets, rulers, hunters
and scenes of court life and making
clear the considerable interplay that
existed between European and
Mughal art.

“Many of these disappeared from
Afghanistan over 500 years ago, and
even then only Shahs (kings) and
Wazirs (ministers) and maybe senior
scholars had an opportunity to see
them,” said Thomas Barfield,
President of the American Institute of
Afghan Studies, which oversaw the
organization of the exhibition. “People
may remember poetry but they can-
not see the art.” — Reuters

Meghan Markle will walk down the
aisle surrounded by peonies, fox-
gloves and white garden roses

when the US actress marries Britain’s
Prince Harry, Kensington Palace said yes-
terday. Their May 19 wedding at Windsor
Castle, west of London, will be filled with
flowers that are naturally in bloom at that
time of the year, Harry’s official residence
said. Floral designer Philippa Craddock
said the happy couple worked closely
with her on the planning. “The process
has been highly collaborative, free-flow-
ing, creative and fun,” she said. “Working
with them has been an absolute pleasure.”

The displays in St George’s Chapel will
be created using locally sourced foliage,
much of which will be taken from the gar-
dens and parkland of Windsor Great Park
and the Crown Estate lands held by the

monarch-Harry’s grandmother Queen
Elizabeth II. The sprays will include
branches of beech, birch and hornbeam
and reflect the wild and natural land-
scapes from which many of the plants will
be drawn. “The final designs will repre-
sent them as a couple, which I always aim
to achieve in my work, with local sourcing,
seasonality and sustainability being at the
forefront,” Craddock said.

Former army officer Harry, 33, is fifth in
line to the throne. He announced his
engagement to 36-year-old Markle in
November. They have since made several
public appearances together. Some 600
people have been invited to the wedding,
with 200 going on to a private evening
party thrown by Harry’s father Prince
Charles, the heir to the throne. — AFP
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