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JOHANNESBURG: South Africa moved into a power-
ful position despite a fightback by Australia and an
injury to fast bowler Morne Morkel on the third day of
the fourth Test at the Wanderers Stadium yesterday.

South Africa finished the day on 134 for three in
their second innings, an overall lead of 401. The
Proteas, leading the series 2-1, need only to draw to
beat Australia in a home series for the first time since
1969/70. But Australia provided the fight that had been
promised the previous evening by bowling coach
David Saker. From a seemingly hopeless overnight total
of 110 for six, they added another 111 runs before being

bowled out. South Africa did not enforce the follow on,
with doubts about the ability of Morkel to bowl
because of a side strain.

Australia’s bowlers then restricted the hosts to a run
rate of 2.4 in the second innings. New captain Tim
Paine set the example in the morning. Despite batting
with a hairline fracture of his right thumb, he made a
defiant 62 before being last man out.

Paine and Pat Cummins walked out to resume the
Australian innings on a heavily overcast morning, with
their team facing the humiliation of being bowled out
quickly and forced to follow on.

But they stayed together for most of the morning,
with Cummins making a Test-best 50 off 92 balls
before he missed a sweep and was leg before wicket to
left-arm spinner Keshav Maharaj shortly before lunch. 

Their seventh wicket partnership was worth 99, the
best for any wicket by Australia in the series. Morkel,
playing in his last Test before retiring from internation-
al cricket, broke down as South Africa toiled in search
of a breakthrough, leaving the field two balls into his
fourth over of the day.

A South African team spokesman said the injury
was in the same area that he damaged in a Test

against Bangladesh in October, keeping him out of
action for two months. But after being strapped up,
Morkel bowled a few gentle deliveries to coach Ottis
Gibson during lunch and took the field with the rest
of the team after the interval, giving hope that he may
be able to bowl in the second innings, even if it is not
at full pace.

South Africa did not attempt to force the pace in the
second innings, although Aiden Markram again struck
the ball crisply in making 37 off 56 balls. With a 2-1
lead in the series and only three fully-fit front-line
bowlers, South Africa may have wanted not only to
build an indomitable lead but to use up time.

Markram’s innings took him to exactly 1,000 runs in
18 innings in his first ten Tests. The only South African
to reach the mark in fewer innings was former captain
Graeme Smith, achieved the feat in 17 innings.

The scoring rate dried up, with off-spinner Nathan
Lyon gaining turn and bounce from the golf course
end, while Cummins again challenged the batsmen
with high-quality fast bowling. AB de Villiers threat-
ened briefly to ignite the scoring rate, but was
caught behind when he tried to cut a ball from
Cummins that bounced sharply. Opening batsman
Dean Elgar was particularly obdurate, scoring 39
not out off 158 balls. — AFP
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SCOREBOARD

South Africa, first innings, 488
Australia, first innings (overnight 110-6)
M. Renshaw c De Kock b Philander 8
J. Burns c Du Plessis b Rabada 4
U. Khawaja c De Kock b Philander 53
P. Handscomb b Philander 0
S. Marsh c De Villiers b Maharaj 16
M. Marsh b Morkel 4
T. Paine c Elgar b Rabada 62
P. Cummins lbw b Maharaj 50
N. Lyon c Elgar b Rabada 8
C. Sayers c Amla b Maharaj 0
J. Hazlewood not out 1
Extras (b3, lb 9, nb3) 15
Total (70 overs) 221
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Burns), 2-34 (Renshaw), 3-38
(Handscomb), 4-90 (Khawaja), 5-96 (M. Marsh), 6-96
(S. Marsh), 7-195 (Cummins), 8-206 (Lyon), 9-207
(Sayers), 10-221 (Paine)
Bowling: Philander 18-8-30-3, Rabada 19-7-53-3 (1nb),
Morkel 12.2-3-34-1 (2nb), Maharaj 20-3-92-3, Markram
0.4-0-0-0.

South Africa, second innings
A. Markram c Handscomb b Cummins 37
D. Elgar not out 39
H. Amla c M. Marsh b Lyon 16
A. de Villiers c Paine b Cummins 6
F. du Plessis not out 34
Extras (lb2) 2
Total (3 wkts; 56 overs) 134
To bat: T Bavuma, Q de Kock, V. Philander, K. Maharaj,
K. Rabada, M. Morkel Fall of wickets: 1-54 (Markram),
2-79 (Amla), 3-94 (De Villiers)
Bowling: Hazlewood 13-5-20-0, Sayers 8-2-33-0, Lyon
25-11-44-1, Cummins 10-2-35-2
Match situation: South Africa lead by 401 runs with sev-
en wickets remaining in the second innings. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Scores on the third day of the
fourth Test between South Africa and Australia at the
Wanderers Stadium yesterday:

S Africa in control despite Australia fightback

Tim Paine 
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defiant 62 

JOHANNESBURG: South African batsman Aiden Markram plays a shot on the third day of the fourth Test
cricket match between South Africa and Australia won by South Africa at Wanderers cricket ground yes-
terday in Johannesburg, South Africa. — AFP

SYDNEY: Former captain Mark Taylor said yes-
terday that Cricket Australia were considering a
ban on sledging, or verbal taunting, after the ball-
tampering scandal and fractious current Test
series with South Africa.

The cheating crisis in the third Test, which saw
Steve Smith and David Warner stripped of the
captaincy and vice-captaincy and banned from
the sport for a year, followed an ill-tempered start
to the series. Cameron Bancroft was also sus-
pended for nine months.

When asked if a ban on sledging was “a possi-
bility”, Taylor, a Cricket Australia board member,
told broadcaster Channel Nine: “Absolutely. You
are not going to stop people talking out on the
field. Talking is one thing,” he added.

“Abusing, sledging... bullying, verbalising what-
ever you want to call it is another thing. It’s gone
too far.” The practice of sledging-taunting oppo-
nents verbally on the field with the aim of dis-
tracting them-has been in the spotlight after
Warner and South Africa’s Quinton de Kock were
involved in a physical confrontation during the
first Test.

Warner had said the confrontation was trig-
gered by a jibe about his wife, reportedly in retal-
iation after De Kock was sledged by the
Australian. Taylor would not reveal what his plans
were when asked if he would move a motion on
the CA board to ban sledging.

“That may or may not happen in a board meet-
ing in three weeks’ time that’s not to be aired on
national television,” he said.

His comments came in the wake of outgoing
Australia coach Darren Lehmann’s vow to “take a
leaf” out of the playing style and conduct of
teams such as New Zealand, who imposed a no-
sledging policy in 2013 after their own crisis of
confidence.

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
has also called for an end to sledging, saying
Tuesday that the “strongest action” needed to be
taken as the verbal abuse had gotten “right out of
control”.

The recent Ashes series was likewise marred
by sledging, with tensions between Smith and
England bowler James Anderson leading umpire
Aleem Dar to have to separate the pair when the
Australian was batting.

Anderson described the Aussies as bullies who
overstepped the line ahead of the Adelaide Test,
with Smith retorting that the Englishman was one
of the biggest sledgers in the game. — AFP

Shut it! Ex-skipper 
Taylor says Australia 
may ban verbals CHRISTCHURCH: James Vince and Mark

Stoneman were the toast of England yesterday as
they ended day three of the second Test against
New Zealand sensing their first away victory in
two years.  England, who have not tasted success
in their last 12 away Tests, hold a healthy 231-run
lead with seven second innings wickets in hand.
“A good couple of sessions (on Monday) and
we’ve got a chance of forcing a win,” batting
coach Graham Thorpe said with their strong posi-
tion the result of a 123-run stand by Vince and
Stoneman for the second wicket.  The pair came
together at 24 for one after the loss of Alastair
Cook with Vince going on to make 76 and
Stoneman his highest score in Tests with 60.
“Both would have loved to have got 100s and gone
on, but they will get a good pat from us in the
dressing room,” Thorpe said.  Joe Root was not
out 30 at the end of the day with Dawid Malan on
19 as England ended the day on 202 for three.

BJ Watling, who made 85 in New Zealand’s
rearguard action to lift their first innings to 278,
believed the first session on Monday would likely
dictate the outcome. “We’re probably fractionally
behind. Obviously Vince and Stoneman had a real-
ly good partnership,” he said.

“Tomorrow morning’s a massive session in the
game. If we can take four or five wickets in that
session we can put them under some pressure and
obviously if they come through it then they’re in
control of the game.” Cook went early for 14, con-
tinuing a disappointing run for the opener in which
he has totalled only 23 in four innings in New
Zealand, and has been removed by Trent Boult
each time.

But Vince and Stoneman put England’s innings
back on track, helped by a benign wicket which
offered little assistance to the bowlers. 

ANXIOUS MOMENT 
Stoneman, whose previous best was 56 in the

third Test against Australia three months back, had
an anxious moment on 35 when given out caught
behind, but the decision was overturned on review.

On 48 he was dropped by Ross Taylor at first
slip and he brought up his 50 with a nick off Tim
Southee that sailed just past the outstretched arm
of wicketkeeper BJ Watling to the boundary. 

But on 60 his luck ran out when he tried beating
the cordon once too often and another edge off
Southee was pouched by a diving Watling.  Vince
went in similar fashion when he nicked Boult to the
sole slip Taylor who made no mistake with the
second chance to fly his way.  Root and Malan
carried England through until bad light stopped
play three overs early and will face a further 14
overs on Monday before the new ball is due.

The New Zealand first innings survived nearly

20 overs at the start of the day. Watling advanced
his overnight 77 to 85, Ish Sodhi had a brief stay
for one, and Tim Southee made 50 — his fourth
Test half century.  Neil Wagner and Boult put on a
rollicking 39 off 42 deliveries for the last wicket

before Boult was out for 16, leaving Wagner
unbeaten on 24.

Stuart Broad finished with six for 54, the ninth-
best return in his storied 115-Test career, while
Anderson took four for 76. — AFP

Vince, Stoneman 
give England 
scent of victory

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand’s Trent Boult bowls during day three of the second cricket Test match
between New Zealand and England at Hagley Oval in Christchurch yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

England first innings 307 (J. Bairstow 101, M. Wood
52; Southee 6-62, Boult 4-87)

New Zealand first innings (overnight 192-6)
J. Raval c Bairstow b Anderson 5
T. Latham c Bairstow b Broad 0
K. Williamson c Bairstow b Anderson 22
R. Taylor c Cook b Broad 2
H. Nicholls lbw Broad 0
B. Watling b Anderson 85
C. de Grandhomme c Bairstow b Broad 72
T. Southee b Anderson 50
I. Sodhi c Bairstow b Broad 1
N. Wagner not out 24
T. Boult c Malan b Broad 16
Extras: (lb1) 1
Total: (for 10 wickets; 93.3 overs) 278
Fall: 1-0 (Latham), 2-14 (Raval), 3-17 (Taylor), 4-17
(Nicholls), 5-36 (Williamson), 6-178 (de
Grandhomme), 7-226 (Watling), 8-231 (Sodhi), 9-239

(Southee), 10-278 (Boult)
Bowling: Anderson 24-5-76-4, Broad 22.3-5-54-6,
Wood 21-3-69-0, Leach 19-3-52-0, Root 1-0-9-0,
Stokes 6-2-17-0.

England second innings
A. Cook c Watling b Boult 14
M. Stoneman c Watling b Southee 60
J. Vince c Taylor b Boult 76
J. Root not out 30
D. Malan not out 19
Extras: (lb1, w1, nb1) 3
Total: (for 3 wickets; 66 overs) 202 
Fall of wickets: 1-24 (Cook), 2-147 (Stoneman), 3-165
(Vince)
Bowling: Boult 15-3-38-2, Southee 13-3-42-1, de
Grandhomme 12-0-37-0 (1w, 1nb), Wagner 15-2-37-
0, Sodhi 11-0-46-0.

Series: New Zealand lead 1-0

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand: Scoreboard at stumps on day three of the second Test between New
Zealand and England in Christchurch yesterday:


