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LOS ANGELES: John Wall made a successful return with a
15 point and 14 assist performance as the Washington
Wizards defeated the Charlotte Hornets 107-93 on
Saturday to book their spot in the NBA playoffs. All-star
Wall was appearing his first game in two months for the
Wizards who clinched their fourth playoff berth in the last
five seasons. “We don’t know who we play and we really
don’t care who we play. We just want to play well going
into the playoffs,” coach Scott Brooks said. Otto Porter
tallied 26 points and 11 rebounds and Bradley Beal nailed
six of eight shots from beyond the arc as the Wizards hit a
franchise-record tieing 18 three pointers.

Wall last played in January when the American had left
knee surgery. His impact was immediate as he made a
three pointer on his first shot of the game and finished with
33 minutes of playing time. “It was good to see my first
shot go in,” Wall said. Washington had lost four of the last

five without Wall to drop into sixth place in the Eastern
Conference, heading into the Hornets’ matchup. Wall had
averaged 19.4 points and 9.3 assists in 37 games before
the injury. “That Ferrari is pretty good,” Brooks said refer-
ring to Wall. “He got a lot of open shots for a lot of players.
That’s what he does at the highest level in the league.” The
Hornets, who have now lost two straight, were led by
Dwight Howard with 22 points. “I just think turnovers
killed us,” said Howard, who declined to give Wall credit. “I
don’t want to say so much that it was John Wall coming
back, but I think it was just turnovers.” 

NETS 110, HEAT 109 (OT)
Visiting Brooklyn used a strong second half to get the

game to overtime and beat Miami to prevent the hosts
from clinching a playoff berth. Dwyane Wade’s potential
game-winning layup rolled off the rim in the final seconds
of overtime to give the Nets their third win in four games
against Miami this season. The loss snapped the Heat’s
nine-game home winning streak. Miami slipped to the
eighth seed in the Eastern Conference, a half-game behind
Milwaukee.

WARRIORS 112, KINGS 96
Kevin Durant recorded 27 points, 10 rebounds and five

assists, and Golden State ended a three-game slide with a
victory over host Sacramento. Klay Thompson returned
from a thumb injury to score 25 points as the Warriors
won for just the fourth time in their past 11 games. Quinn
Cook added 10 points for Golden State, which received
eight points, nine rebounds and seven assists from
Draymond Green. Golden State reserve guard Patrick
McCaw was taken off the court via stretcher after being
undercut while scoring a basket with 41.8 seconds left in
the third quarter. The Warriors said McCaw was trans-
ported to nearby UC Davis Medical Center.

CELTICS 110, RAPTORS 99
Marcus Morris had 25 points and nine rebounds and

Jayson Tatum scored 24 as host Boston beat Toronto in a
battle of Eastern Conference powerhouses. Terry Rozier
added 21 points and seven assists and Al Horford had 14

points for the Celtics, who earned their sixth straight vic-
tory and pulled within two games of the Raptors for first
place in the East with six games remaining for each team.
DeMar DeRozan scored a game-high 32 points with seven
assists and seven rebounds, Serge Ibaka had 15 points and
10 rebounds and Jonas Valanciunas had 13 and 11 for
Toronto, which suffered its fourth loss in the last seven
games following an 11-game win streak.

PISTONS 115, KNICKS 109
Andre Drummond had 22 points and 17 rebounds to

lead five starters in double-figure scoring as visiting
Detroit picked up a crucial win over New York. Michael
Beasley had 32 points and streaking point guard Trey
Burke added 18 points and 15 assists to lead the Knicks,
who lost their third straight game and for the fifth time in
six games. Without Blake Griffin, who is sidelined with a
bone contusion, the Pistons won their fourth straight game.
Detroit remains in ninth place in the Eastern Conference
playoff race, 4 1/2 games behind Miami. — Reuters
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SYDNEY: The St George Illawarra Dragons
remain unbeaten at  the top of  Austral ia ’s
National Rugby League after a 30-12 win over
the Newcastle Knights yesterday. A brutal
defence and the brilliance of halves Ben Hunt
and Engl ish international  Gareth Widdop
helped the Dragons to a fourth straight win  —
their best start to a season in the 20 years since
the formation of the joint venture.

The New Zealand Warriors are the only oth-
er unbeaten team this season after an impres-
sive 30-6 win over the Sydney Roosters.  Even
though New Zealand Test scrum-half Shaun
Johnson stayed home with a groin strain, the
Warriors still proved too strong for the fancied
Roosters in Sydney.

Two sin-binnings, 33 penalties, a player on
report and two key players missing-yet the
Cronulla Sharks upset defending champions
Melbourne Storm 14-4 at home. It was the
Sharks’ first win at home for 2018 as they
improved their record for the season to two
wins and two losses.

The Sharks also managed to frustrate an
uncharacteristically error-prone Melbourne,
who did not cross the Sharks try-line.  Gold
Coast Titans wingers Phillip Sami and Anthony
Don scored four tr ies between them in a
thumping 26-14 Queensland derby win over the
Brisbane Broncos yesterday. 

Sami scored a hat-trick as the Broncos
dropped out of the top eight, falling three
places to 10th with the loss.  The South Sydney
Rabbitohs scored two tries in the final seven
minutes to secure a controversial come-from-
behind 20-16 victory against the Canterbury
Bulldogs.

The Bulldogs paid the price for poor ball
security throughout a match they largely con-
trolled. They fai led to close out the game
despite several opportunities to put the Bunnies
away. The Penrith Panthers routed the North
Queensland Cowboys 33-14 in Townsville, with
stand-off James Maloney orchestrating a clini-
cal performance.

A first-half onslaught helped the Manly Sea
Eagles to a comfortable 32-16 win over the
Canberra Raiders. — AFP
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MIAMI: Rondae Hollis-Jefferson #24 of the Brooklyn Nets and Justise Winslow #20 of the Miami Heat tip off at
the start of overtime between the two teams on Satrday at American Airlines Arena in Miami, Florida. — AFP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Toronto 55 21 72.4 -
Boston 53 23 69.7 2
Cleveland 46 30 60.5 9
Philadelphia 45 30 60.0 9.5
Indiana 45 31 59.2 10
Washington 42 34 55.3 13
Milwaukee 41 35 53.9 14
Miami 41 36 53.2 14.5
Detroit 36 40 47.4 19
Charlotte 34 43 44.2 21.5
New York 27 50 35.1 28.5
Brooklyn 25 51 32.9 30
Chicago 25 51 32.9 30
Orlando 22 53 29.3 32.5
Atlanta 21 55 27.6 34

Western Conference
Houston 62 14 81.6 -
Golden State 55 21 72.4 7
Portland 47 29 61.8 15
San Antonio 44 32 57.9 18
Minnesota 44 33 57.1 18.5
Oklahoma City 44 33 57.1 18.5
Utah 43 33 56.6 19
New Orleans 43 33 56.6 19
LA Clippers 41 35 53.9 21
Denver 41 35 53.9 21
LA Lakers 33 42 44.0 28.5
Sacramento 24 53 31.2 38.5
Dallas 23 53 30.3 39
Memphis 21 55 27.6 41
Phoenix 19 58 24.7 43.5

Miami 109, Brooklyn 110 (OT); Boston 110, Toronto 99; Sacramento
96, Golden State 112; New York 109, Detroit 115; Washington 107,
Charlotte 93.

Visiting Brooklyn beat Miami in overtime

I just think 
turnovers 
killed us

JOHANNESBURG: Defending champions Canterbury
Crusaders scored two tries within three minutes to defeat
Golden Lions 14-8 in Johannesburg yesterday in a repeat of
the 2017 Super Rugby final.  It was the match with the
fewest points in the competition this season, but also one of
the most gripping as two southern hemisphere rugby
heavyweights slugged it out.

After trailing 5-0 by half-time at Ellis Park, the New
Zealanders won the match through tries in quick succession
by skipper Sam Whitelock and Jack Goodhue.  The lock and
centre struck after 50 and 53 minutes and Mitchell Hunt
converted both before a small Easter holiday crowd in the
South African financial capital. 

It was the fourth win in six outings for record eight-time
champions Crusaders and took them joint top of the New
Zealand conference with Wellington Hurricanes.  Despite
suffering a third loss in four matches, Lions lead Western
Stormers and Coastal Sharks by seven points in the South
Africa standings.  Melbourne Rebels top the Australia con-
ference with 20 points after seven rounds, six more than the
New South Wales Waratahs.  Following recent home wins
over Stormers and Northern Bulls, Crusaders completed a
hat-trick over South African opponents by taming the Lions.
“Playing in Johannesburg is hard on the lungs, body and
mind and we did well to overcome the Lions,” said All
Blacks veteran Whitelock.  “It is always tough playing in
South Africa and we had to be really smart today against

quality opposition.” Lions skipper Franco Mostert, deputis-
ing for injured loose forward Warren Whiteley, offered no
excuses. “The Crusaders wanted to win this match a little bit
more than we did, so let us give all the credit to them.”

Lions claimed the lone score of the first half on 14 min-
utes through a try from Democratic Republic of Congo-
born Madosh Tambwe, who finished off slick handling with
a try. Crusaders’ leading try scorer George Bridge crossed
the line twice, but both scores were ruled out for forward
passes by Hunt.  The introduction off the bench of huge
winger Manasa Mataele in the second half gave the visitors

extra pace and power and relentless pressure paid off.
Whitelock dived over and Hunt converted from close to the
touchline to give Crusaders a 7-5 lead.

That advantage stretched to nine points when a break by
Mataele set up Goodhue to score near the posts and Hunt
converted.  An Elton Jantjies penalty on 77 minutes trimmed
the deficit to six points and earned Lions a losing bonus
point. The Lions stay in Johannesburg next weekend for a
clash with Stormers while Crusaders make the long journey
to Buenos Aires for a match against the unpredictable
Argentine Jaguares. — AFP

Crusaders tame 
Lions again after 
gripping struggle

GOLD COAST: Australian Olympic swim-
ming champion Mack Horton said yester-
day he had no regrets over calling out ath-
letes caught cheating-as he did in no
uncertain terms at the 2016 Rio Games.
Horton tore into China’s Sun Yang in Brazil
two years ago after robbing him of his
Olympic 400 metres freestyle title, sniff-
ing: “I don’t have time or respect for drug
cheats.”

The 21-year-old, currently preparing
for the Commonwealth Games in Gold
Coast, had been asked about Sun and
South Korean Park Tae-hwan, who had
both previously tested positive for banned
substances.  His comments sparked fury
from Chinese journalists who confronted
Horton at his victory press conference,
demanding to know why he had used such
frank language.

The swimmer was savaged by Chinese
sports fans and press, and his remarks
even triggered a diplomatic row between
the countries, with Chinese state-run
media calling Australia a “second-class
citizen” of the West.  But Horton, whose
mild manner and Harry Potter-style spec-
tacles belie his toughness, insisted he
would not back down if a similar situation
arose at the Commonwealth Games.

“Not at all, I don’t think I’d change a
thing,” he told reporters. “I guess I’m
proud of how I handled myself in Rio.”

“I think athletes know what they’re
doing and they know that they’re respon-
sible for what goes into their bodies,”
added Horton.  “If they’re caught cheating
or they are cheating it’s completely their
fault. Hopefully they are a clean Games.”

Horton was asked for his thoughts
about the discovery of syringes by a
cleaner in the athletes’ village, which trig-
gered an investigation.  Questioned about
what he would say to anyone who failed a
drugs test in Gold Coast, Horton shrugged:
“Er, ‘Cheat!’”

Horton, who bagged 4x200m freestyle
gold and 1,500m freestyle silver at the
2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow,
also declared he was back to full fitness

after suffering an allergic reaction to a bee
sting last week.  “My arm is all good now,”
he said, the swelling now all but gone. “It
was just over the weekend it flared up,
which was lucky because I wasn’t swim-
ming.  “A couple of years ago I was stung

by a bee and lost all my knuckles, but it
was nothing compared to this time,” added
Horton, who had been wearing a protec-
tive bandage on his right arm following his
brush with the insect.  “My whole arm
blew up so I assume I’m allergic.” — AFP

Rio ‘cheat’ jibe 
justified, says 
swimmer Horton

GOLD COAST: Australia’s swimmer Mack Horton (R) speaks during a press
conference beside teammate Emily Seebohm, ahead of the 2018 Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games, on the Gold Coast yesterday. —AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Emirates’ South African scrum-half Lions Dillon Smit (L) vies with BNZ Crusaders midfield
back Jack Goodhue (C) during the Super Rugby XV match Emirates Lions versus BNZ Crusaders yesterday at
the Emirates Airline Park in Johannesburg. — AFP


