
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Monday, April 2, 2018

9Established 1961 

News in brief

Russian governor resigns 
MOSCOW: The longtime governor of a Russian region
where a huge mall inferno killed dozens of people-most of
them children-resigned yesterday after bitter criticism over
his response to the tragedy. Aman Tuleyev, who had been at
the helm of the coal-mining region of Kemerovo since 1997,
said in a video address that he could no longer remain at his
post with “such a heavy burden” and that quitting was “the
only right choice”. The Kremlin swiftly said that President
Vladimir Putin had accepted his resignation. Tuleyev’s move
is unusual as top officials in Russia rarely resign over fail-
ings in the emergency response to deadly tragedies. But the
huge fire which ravaged a shopping centre in the Siberian
industrial city of Kemerovo last Sunday, killing at least 64
people including 41 children, plunged Russia into shock.
Some parents lost all their children, and the youngest victim
was a two-year-old boy. —AFP

Indian mob kills man
NEW DELHI: Two people were arrested after an angry
mob beat to death a man accused of raping an eight-year-
old girl on the rural outskirts of New Delhi, police said yes-
terday.  The man identified as Jitendra was set upon by a
crowd after being accused of assaulting the girl in
Ghaziabad district, just 20 kilometers from India’s capital.
“He was dragged out from his house and beaten to death,”
said Ghaziabad’s rural police superintendent Arvind Kumar
Maurya of 25-year-old Jitendra, who goes by one name.
“We have arrested two people over the lynching. One of
the two is a family member (of the girl) and the other is a
neighbor.” Police were also investigating the alleged sexual
assault as part of their inquiries, he added. Vigilante justice
is not uncommon in India, and those accused of rape have
been attacked or paraded through the streets naked as
punishment.  Cases can take years to drag through India’s
courts and aggrieved parties have been known to take
matters into their own hands. —AFP

Korea sends warship to Ghana 
SEOUL: South Korea has deployed an anti-piracy warship
to the sea off Ghana after three South Korean sailors were
kidnapped by pirates, Seoul’s foreign ministry said late
Saturday. The 500-tonne Marine 711 with about 40
Ghanaian and three South Korean sailors was boarded by
unidentified pirates last Monday. The pirates seized the
three South Koreans and escaped on a separate speedboat,
with their current whereabouts unknown.  The Marine 711,
registered in Ghana, later arrived at a port at Ghana where
the Ghanaian sailors disembarked, according to the South’s
Yonhap news agency.  South Korea’s military said the pirates
had been identified as Nigerians, Yonhap reported. Munmu
the Great, a South Korean warship that had been involved in
anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden, had been sent to
the nearby sea, it said. “We are closely coordinating with
local countries including Ghana, Nigeria, Togo and Benin as
well as the US and the EU to locate our nationals and secure
their release,” the foreign ministry said.—AFP

Three die in Swiss avalanche
GENEVA: Three Spanish cross-country skiers died after
being engulfed by an avalanche in the Swiss Alps, police
said yesterday. Police in the canton of Valais said two fel-
low skiers survived the avalanche, which hit Saturday after-
noon as they headed for the Fiescheralp area at an altitude
of some 2,450 meters. Spain’s foreign ministry confirmed to
AFP the three casualties were Spanish nationals. The min-
istry did not give further details but said its officials were in
contact with Swiss authorities. “According to the investiga-
tion, the victims are Spaniards. Formal identification of the
deceased is under way,” a police statement said, adding
that another group nearby managed to raise the alert. The
five swept away were all wearing detection devices, help-
ing rescuers to locate the two survivors and airlift them to
hospital. However, poor visibility hampered an operation
which had to be broken off overnight before rescuers
recovered three bodies yesterday. —AFP

Expelled Russians arrive home as 
Moscow warns against UK travel 

They could be singled out for harassment by local authorities
MOSCOW: Russian diplomats expelled from the United
States arrived in Moscow yesterday, with post-Cold War
tensions peaking in the wake of a nerve agent attack on a
former spy in Britain. A deepening crisis in ties between
Russia and the West has over the past weeks seen the
biggest wave of tit-for-tat diplomatic expulsions in recent
memory.

In further signs of tension, Russia warned its nationals on
Saturday to think twice
before travelling to Britain,
where it said they could be
singled out for harassment
by local authorities. By
expelling 60 Russian diplo-
mats, the US joined a score
of Britain’s allies in respond-
ing to the poisoning of for-
mer double agent Sergei
Skripal and his daughter
Yulia in the English city of
Salisbury on March 4.

Two planes arrived at
Moscow’s Vnukovo airport
yesterday, bringing home a total of 171 people-the 60
diplomats and their families-from Washington and New
York. Russian television showed passengers disembarking
from a government plane while several buses waited to pick
them up. More than 150 Russian diplomats have now been
ordered out of the US, EU members, NATO countries and
other nations.

Britain has said it is “highly likely” that Russia was
responsible for the Skripal attack using the Soviet-
designed Novichok nerve agent. Russia has angrily denied
any involvement. The US alleged the 60 diplomats were
“spies” and sent them home from posts around the country
and at the Russian mission to the United Nations, as well as
closing Russia’s consulate in Seattle. However Washington

has since said that Russia is free to apply to accredit more
diplomats to replace those expelled. Moscow responded
by expelling 60 US diplomats and closing Washington’s
consulate in Saint Petersburg on Saturday.

‘Work to improve ties’
US President Donald Trump has often appeared reluc-

tant to criticize Russian leader Vladimir Putin and has said
the two could meet for a
summit in the near future.
“Now the consulate is
closed but our work to
improve Russian-US ties
is continuing,” the US
embassy in Moscow said
on Twitter. Moscow also
issued further retaliatory
measures against Britain
on Saturday, demanding
that London further slash
its diplomatic presence.

“Russia suggested
parity. The British side

has more than 50 more people,” foreign ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova said. The call came after 23 British
diplomats were expelled from Russia last month. Moscow
also closed a British consulate in Saint Petersburg and sus-
pended all projects of the British Council for the first time
in nearly 60 years.

‘Threatening rhetoric’ 
The Russian embassy in London urged Russians to think

carefully before travelling to the UK or sending children to
summer school there. The embassy warned that British
authorities including police could single out Russians for
additional checks, citing “the anti-Russian policies and an
escalation of the British side’s threatening rhetoric”.

Britain acknowledged Saturday that border officials had
searched an incoming Aeroflot flight from Moscow in what
Russia blasted as an act of “blatant provocation”. Britain
said it conducts routine checks on aircraft to protect the
UK from organized crime and people attempting to bring
harmful substances into the country.

Earlier this week Moscow summoned British ambassa-

dor Laurie Bristow, giving London a month to cut the num-
ber of diplomatic staff in Russia to the same number Russia
has in Britain. He was handed a protest note over the
“provocative and unfounded actions of the British side
which instigated the unwarranted expulsion of Russian
diplomats from a variety of states,” the Russian foreign
ministry said. —AFP

US alleged the
60 diplomats

were ‘spies’

WASHINGTON: Russian diplomats expelled by the US after a nerve agent attack on a former spy, leave
their embassy. —AFP 

Congo migrants 
claim life is better
and safer in Rwanda
GOMA, DR Congo: A small but remarkable new migration
is taking place in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo,
as well-heeled Congolese up sticks to live in Rwandan
towns lying just across the border. Gisenyi and Kamembe,
on the northern and southern tips of Lake Kivu respective-
ly, are seen as more stable, more secure and with a better
standard of living than their sprawling, troubled Congolese
neighbours, the cities of Goma and Bukavu.

“In 2013 I received threats in Goma. I was evacuated to
Gisenyi. I went back to Goma a year later. I was still wor-
ried for my safety. Three friends in my district were killed,”
said Jacques Kahora, a humanitarian worker who settled
permanently in Gisenyi in 2016. Adrien, a 28-year-old
employee with an NGO, has been renting a house in
Gisenyi for 80 dollars (65 euros) a month for almost a year,
roughly half of what he would pay in his home town of
Goma.

Each day he nips back across the border to Goma, a
matter of a few kilometers, to work and see family and
friends.  “I mainly do it for access to certain basic things,
like water and electricity. In Gisenyi, there are hardly any
power cuts, but in Goma they happen daily-sometimes you
can go a whole week without electricity,” said Adrien.

Rwanda also offers a high-performance wifi service,
which is used by residents of Goma and Bukavu whenever
Congolese authorities cut internet access as part of a
crackdown on anti-government protests. Like Adrien, most
of the Congolese nationals still work in Goma or Bukavu
and only spend the night in Rwanda. “Here all we bring is
sleep,” says Leston Kambale, 38, who moved to Gisenyi
eight years ago and has put his three children into
Rwandan schools.

“As an IT specialist, I needed electricity 24 hours a day.
And there’s also the question of safety. Here in Gisenyi,
you can walk around from dusk to dawn without a prob-
lem,” he added. To cross the border, Congolese must pres-

ent their passport or special authorisation issued by the
Economic Community of the Great Lakes Countries
(ECGLC) at the two brand-new customs posts on both
sides of the border.

People returning at night have to watch the time, as the
Congolese border post closes at 10 pm. To live in Rwanda,
the Congolese must pay 20,000 Rwandan francs (about
$23) to obtain a two-year residence permit-more than a
week’s average pay in this part of the world, but a modest
sum for middle-class Congolese.

‘1,000 hills, 1,000 holes’ 
How many Congolese live part-time or permanently in

Rwanda is unclear. But anecdotal evidence-the numbers of
people looking for homes or building plots, and rising
prices driven by the demand-suggests the movement is
gaining momentum.  On Sundays, young people from
Goma, which lies on the northern tip of Lake Kivu, cross
the border to enjoy a day of relaxation on the Tam-Tam
beach, a popular well-tended spot on the shore.

“In Goma, there are only private properties on the lake-

side. Here in Gisenyi, we can still go for a swim,” says
Guilain Balume, a journalist met between the paddle boats
and the volleyball pitch. At the southern end of the lake,
Congolese people are leaving overpopulated Bukavu,
where houses with steep roofs are clustered together on
rising hillsides. They head for Kamembe, close to
Cyangugu on the frontier.

“More than 900 families have left Bukavu to live in
Kamembe,” said Patient Bashombe, a lawyer in charge of
the coordination bureau for civil society in DR Congo’s
South Kivu province. “Rwanda is the ‘Land of a Thousand
Hills’ and we live in the Land of a Thousand Potholes,” a
Congolese driver, Jean, said drily as he contemplated a
cratered local road.

At the Goma-Gisenyi border post, an aged Congolese
man was returning “back home” to Rwanda after a Sunday
spent with the family in Goma. Referring to Rwandan mili-
tary involvement during the Second Congo War, which
officially ended in 2003, the man quipped, “The Rwandans
conquered us by force of arms. Today we are conquering
them economically.” —AFP 

Hundreds rally in 
Berlin calling for 
Puigdemont’s release
BERLIN: Hundreds of Catalan independence supporters
marched in Berlin yesterday to demand the release of ex-
regional president Carles Puigdemont, who was arrested
in Germany last week and faces extradition to Spain on
rebellion charges. Huddled under umbrellas in the rainy
German capital, the protesters walked from Brandenburg
Gate to the justice ministry, carrying banners that read
“Free Puigdemont and the Catalan political prisoners” and
“Spain is not a democracy”.

Many also waved Catalonia’s blue, yellow and red sepa-
ratist flag as they took part in the rally organised by the
German branch of the Catalan National Assembly (ANC),
a major grassroots pro-independence group. “What we
want to say is simply: free our elected Catalan politicians,”
said 34-year-old marketing worker Monica Zaldivar, who
accused the Spanish government of using the courts to go
after Catalan leaders instead of trying to find a political
solution. “For me, it’s about democracy in Spain,” she said.

One of the organizers, Ferran Cornella, told AFP he
estimated the crowd to number “400 or 500” people,
while police gave a tally of around 200 demonstrators.
Puigdemont was arrested by German highway police last
Sunday as he was travelling from Finland back to Belgium,
where has been living in self-imposed exile since
Catalonia’s failed independence bid last October.

The detention came two days after a Spanish judge
issued international arrest warrants for Puigdemont and
other fugitive separatist leaders. They have been ordered
to stand trial for rebellion, misuse of public funds and dis-
obeying the state for organizing last year’s referendum on
Catalan independence, which Madrid deemed illegal.

Puigdemont’s arrest has sent tensions soaring at home,
triggering a wave of protests in the wealthy northeastern
Spanish region.

Demonstrations in Barcelona last Sunday descended
into violence, leaving around 100 people lightly
injured in clashes with police. German judges have
ordered Puigdemont to remain in custody in the north-
ern town of Neumuenster as they mull Spain’s request

for him to be handed over. They have 60 days to make
a decision. German media say the request has been
complicated by the fact that rebellion, which carries a
maximum penalty of 30 years in jail in Spain, is not a
crime under German law. In a message relayed
through his lawyer earlier this week, Puigdemont
vowed to “never surrender” and continue his fight for
regional independence. —AFP 

GISENYI, Rwanda: A Congolese woman from the neighboring city of Goma sits at the Tam Tam beach resort. —AFP 

BERLIN: Protesters hold a banner reading “Free Puigdemeont” while taking part in a demonstration organized by
the pro-independence association ANC (National Assembly of Catalonia) to demand the release of former Catalan
regional president Carles Puigdemont who is detained in a prison in Neumunster. —AFP 


