
KUWAIT: The Cabinet held its regular weekly session
yesterday at Bayan Palace presided by His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Following the session, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh
stated that the ministers at the session’s onset wel-
comed the president of the Comoros, due to arrive in
the country today.

The ministers examined a recommendation by the
Economic Affairs Commission with respect of the docu-
ment about Kuwait strategy for sustainable energy secu-
rity and decided to assign the Minister of Oil, Electricity
and Water to form a panel for implementing the docu-
ment in two sections; diversifying resources and
rationing consumption. A report should be submitted to

the cabinet every three months about the task results.
The executives examined recommendations by the

legal affairs panel approving a bill with respect to avia-
tion cooperation between the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation with the British Civil Aviation Authority, a
separate bill on a cooperation memo with Serbia in the
oil and gas fields, another one concerning a memo for
technological, information and transport cooperation
with Iraq, in addition to another one about cooperation
with Mexico in sports as well as a MoU with Turkey in
sports in addition to a final memo for cultural and tech-
nical cooperation with Albania.

They endorsed the bills and referred them to His
Highness the Amir. Then, the ministers went through a
recommendation by the public services commission

regarding visual display, presented by the Public
Institution for Social Security (PISS) with respect to
Kuwait Medical City. They tasked the PISS with study-
ing the project and reporting back to the council of
ministers in two weeks. Meanwhile, they mourned
Hashem Al-Rifaee who had passed away noting his
achievements at various levels. 

The Cabinet also approved a bill appointing Faisal
Al-Medlej as head of the apparatus for developing the
planned Silk City and Boubyan Island, succeeding
Abdulaziz Al-Ibrahim, who had tendered his resignation. 

Chief lawmaker grateful 
In another development, Kuwait’s top lawmaker

Marzouq Al-Ghanim said yesterday that he was pro-

foundly thankful to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his determina-
tion to protect the nation’s best interests. “I sincerely
thank His Highness the Amir, along with HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah for their supportive messages,”
Al-Ghanim told a press conference in parliament. Al-
Ghanim spoke proudly of his country’s diplomatic
action to endorse the Palestinians’ inalienable rights
over the holy city of Jerusalem, noting that such
shrewd diplomacy would be used in response to
Israel’s transgressions. He went on to applaud Kuwaiti
diplomats abroad for their unbridled dedication to
protecting their country’s reputation. — Agencies 
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Ministers examine recommendation 
by the Economic Affairs Commission

Government names new head for Silk City Authority

Officials meet
to discuss  
domestic
help issues 
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Relations and
Security Information Department at
the Interior Ministry said Director
General of Residency Affairs Maj
Gen Talal Marafi held a meeting with
the chairman and board members of
the Domestic Help Offices
Association in the presence of
Assistant Director General  for
Residency Affairs Maj Gen Abdullah

Al-Hajiri, Director Of The Central
Department for Entry and Exit
Procedures Col Hamad Al-Tuwalah
and Assistant Director of the
Domestic Help Department Sukaina
Ghuloum. The meeting discussed
obstacles and demands of DHOA
and how to simplify domestic help
transactions.

Maarafi said the board of DHOA
will meet with the foreign ministry
to discuss the issue of bringing in
domestic help. He added that there
is no objection to bring in domestic
help from countries that do not have
embassies in Kuwait provided that
the passport of the helper is valid
for more than three years. Maarafi
lauded the coordination between
DHOA board of directors and the
residency affairs department to find
practical solutions for domestic help
problems.

Kuwait exports 
increased 22.1% 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s exports in January
2018 were in the range of KD 1,755 mil-
lion ($5.6 billion) - with a 22.1% increase.
Imports stood at KD 955 million ($3.1
billion) with a 7.0 percent increase com-
pared with January 2017, according to
Kuwait Central Statistical Bureau. Also in
January 2018, balance of trade was KD
800 million ($2.6 billion), while it was KD
545 million ($1.8 billion) in January 2017
with a 46.8% increase. In the same
month, volume of trade increased 16.3%
compared with January 2017. Trade of
volume was KD 2,710 million (approx six
million dollars) in January 2018 while it
was KD 2.329 million in January 2017. 

Coverage rate was 183.8% in January
2018, while it was 161.1% in January
2017. In January 2018, coverage rate
(excluding oil) was 17.8% while it was
16.6% in January 2017. Mineral fuels and
oil were forefront in exports according
to chapters for January 2018, the top
categories for exports were “mineral
fuels and oils” (KD 1,585 million, approx
USD five million) with share of 90.3%
and then “Organic chemicals” (KD 55.3
million, approx $16 billion) 3.2%,
“Plastics and articles thereof” (KD 29.3
million, approx $96 million) 1.7%.

Electrical Machinery and Equipment
were forefront in imports. 

Food security system
Meanwhile, the Chairman and General

Director of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR), Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Yousef Al-Sabah has stressed on the
keenness to develop the authority and
update its activities to improve the agri-
cultural, animal and fish sectors so as to
achieve sustainable development and
food security. In a statement yesterday,
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Yousef expressed
sincere thanks and appreciation for his
assumption of the position. Since the
founding of the authority in 1983, the
authority has been a cornerstone in the
society for its important role in achieving
Kuwait’s food security system.

The authority contributes in the
national economy by supervising on the
sectors that occupy a large segment of
society, he added. He pointed out that
he will do his utmost to enrich the
authority’s march, increase its produc-
tivity and raise the level of awareness to
preserve natural resources, provide aid
and assistance to all and support small
projects with agricultural activity, in
addition to work to solve problems and
overcome the obstacles that delay the
growth of the authority and limit its
achievements. — Agencies 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah presides over the Cabinet’s weekly meeting yesterday. — KUNA


