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News in brief

US blocks Kuwait-drafted 
statement on Gaza violence

Boursa Kuwait announces second 
phase of market development174 Kim attends rare concert 

by South Korea pop stars
Dele brace sparks Spurs delight 
as wait for Chelsea win ends1629

Cher tweets support for prince

DUBAI: American pop legend Cher has tweeted
her support for a jailed Saudi Arabian royal,
appealing to powerful Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman to “be kind... and let him go”. Cher
tweeted on March 30 that her son, Elijah, was
“heartbroken” - using the broken heart emoji -
over the fate of his “good friend Prince Turki bin
Abdullah”. Prince Turki was among more than 380
royals and businessmen rounded up in November
in what authorities said was a crackdown on cor-
ruption. A son of the late King Abdullah, the prince
was once the governor of the Saudi capital Riyadh.
In an emoji-laden tweet, Cher urged Crown Prince
Mohammed - currently on a high-profile US tour -
to “be kind 2 Turki and let him go free”, adding
“INSHALLAH”, Arabic for “God willing”, and “I
would speak 4 him”. — AFP

15 oil workers killed in 
horrific bus collision 

Erdogan calls Netanyahu ‘terrorist’ 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan accused Benjamin Netanyahu yesterday
of being “a terrorist” after the Israeli prime minister
rejected Ankara’s “moral lessons” over deadly
clashes in Gaza. “Hey Netanyahu! You are an occu-
pier. And it is as an occupier that are you are on
those lands. At the same time, you are a terrorist,”
Erdogan said in a televised speech in Adana, south-
ern Turkey. “What you do to the oppressed
Palestinians will be part of history and we will never
forget it,” he said, adding: “The Israeli people are
uncomfortable with what you’re doing. We are not
guilty of any act of occupation.” The comments
came after Israeli soldiers killed 16 Palestinians and
wounded hundreds more on Friday when a major
demonstration led to clashes along the border with
the Gaza Strip. — AFP (See Page 6)

Amir condoles families of victims, thanks first responders 

KUWAIT: Emergency and rescue personnel are seen at the scene of a bus crash on Wafra highway yesterday. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Fifteen oil workers, most of them from the
Indian subcontinent, were killed yesterday in a head-on
collision between two buses on the southern Wafra
highway, officials said. Seven of those killed were
Indian nationals, five were Egyptians and the other
three were from Pakistan, said Mohammed Al-Basri of
the state-owned Kuwait Oil Company (KOC). An Indian
- in critical condition - and a Kuwaiti were also injured
in the accident. 

Fire department spokesman Colonel Khalil Al-Amir
said the victims were employees of Burgan Drilling, a
private subcontractor for KOC. The fire department
added that rescue teams from Kabd, Wafra, backup and
KOC fire stations rushed to the scene, and the two
injured men were transferred to hospital by land and air
ambulances. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah yesterday sent cables of condolences to the
families of the victims. The Amir also thanked police-
men, firemen, Kuwait Oil Company and the health min-
istry in the way they dealt with the tragic accident. HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables. 

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s financial and economic affairs committee meets
yesterday. — KUNA 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s financial and
economic affairs committee yesterday defied
advice from the Central Bank, the government,
experts and the Assembly’s legal panel and
approved a draft law to impose taxes on remit-
tances by foreigners living in Kuwait. Members of
the committee voted four to one in favor of the
draft law, which will become legislation only if the
National Assembly passes it and the government
accepts it.

Rapporteur of the committee MP Saleh Ashour
said the six-article bill stipulates that expatriates
must pay a percentage on all their money transfers

abroad, but the proposed legislation takes into con-
sideration low-income workers. He said that the
draft law states that transfers of up to KD 99 will be
taxed 1 percent, those between KD 100-299 will be
charged 2 percent tax, amounts between KD 300-
499 will incur a 3-percent tax, while amounts of KD
500 and above will be taxed 5 percent. This means
that a person who sends home KD 1,000 will be
asked to pay KD 50 in tax above the commission
charged by moneychangers and banks.

Ashour said the bill proposes that the taxes will
be collected by the Central Bank and paid to the
finance ministry. He said the bill stipulates that all
money transfers must be made through official
moneychangers and banks and not through illegal
channels. The law stipulates a jail term of up to five
years and a fine of at least double the money
transferred for those who violate the law and make
the transfers through the black market. Some
expatriates send their remittances through illegal
channels because of speed and cheaper rates they
are offered.

Ashour said the main objective of the law is to
encourage expatriates to keep their money in the

country and invest it here. Head of the committee
MP Salah Khorshid said the proposed bill was
selected from four draft laws submitted by various
groups of lawmakers. He insisted that the commit-
tee was told by the Assembly’s constitutional
experts that the action does not involve any consti-
tutional suspicion and is entirely in line with the
Kuwaiti constitution and laws.

Khorshid, a former commerce minister and
businessman, said the government expressed
reservations on the draft law because it wanted the
tax to be levied on Kuwaiti citizens as well. He said
that the committee rejected the government pro-
posal and decided to impose the tax on expatriates
only. The lawmaker said that in the past five years,
expatriates remitted some KD 19 billion, which is a
huge amount  and the aim of the bill is to boost the
government’s non-oil revenues.

If the law goes through, it will be the first time
Kuwait imposes a tax on foreign remittances and
this could trigger a black market for money trans-
fers and foreigners to start leaving the country. The
law exempts transfers by foreigners related to
investment protection.

Assembly panel 
approves tax on 
expat remittances

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday sentenced in absentia a
Lebanese man and his Syrian wife to death by hanging over the mur-
der of a Filipina maid, a judicial source said. The court issued the sen-
tence in the first hearing in the case of Joanna Demafelis, the 29-year-
old maid whose body was found in a freezer in a flat earlier this year.
The sentencing can still be appealed if the couple returns to Kuwait,
the source told AFP on condition of anonymity. Philippines
Ambassador Renato Pedro Villa declined to comment on the verdict,
telling AFP his country would await the rendition of the convicts. 

The Lebanese-Syrian couple was arrested in February in the Syrian
capital Damascus following an Interpol manhunt. Syrian authorities
handed the husband, Nader Essam Assaf, over to Lebanese authorities,
while his Syrian wife remained in custody in Damascus. Philippines
Undersecretary for Migrant Workers Affairs Sarah Arriola yesterday
was scheduled to hold talks with officials in Kuwait on conditions of
Filipino workers, including labor law violations.

The Demafelis murder triggered a diplomatic crisis between
Kuwait and the Philippines, prompting Manila to impose a departure
ban for its citizens planning to work in the state. An estimated 252,000
Filipinos and Filipinas work in Kuwait and depend on remittances to
help their families back home. In the wake of the Demafelis murder,
Manila has been working to facilitate the return of its nationals who
wish to leave, including those who have lost their residency status.  

Villa told AFP yesterday that his country has already repatri-
ated 4,000 Filipino nationals living in Kuwait without the neces-
sary paperwork.  “We are now in talks with Kuwaiti authorities to
secure an amnesty that will allow 6,000 Filipinos living without
papers to return,” he said. Rights groups have voiced alarm over
the plight of workers in the Gulf and other Arab countries, where
migrant labor is regulated under a system known as “kafala”. The
kafala, or sponsorship, system ties migrant workers’ visas to their
employers, prohibiting workers from leaving the country or
changing jobs without prior consent. — AFP 

Couple sentenced 
to death for murder 
of Filipina maid 
found in freezerDUBAI: Bahrain yesterday announced it has dis-

covered the largest oil and gas field in the history
of the small kingdom, which unlike its Gulf neigh-
bors is not energy-rich. Authorities estimate the
newfound reserves at “many times” the volume of
Bahrain’s only other known oilfield, the state-run
BNA news agency said. BNA did not give details
on the size of the new light shale oil and gas find or
on the expected date of the start of production.

“Initial analysis demonstrates the find is at sub-
stantial levels, capable of supporting the long-term
extraction of tight oil and deep gas,” Bahrain’s
Minister of Oil, Sheikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al-
Khalifa said in a statement. Manama is the smallest
producer of hydrocarbons in the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), which also groups Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 

Bahrain currently has only one oilfield with sev-
eral hundred million barrels of crude reserves. The
field was the first to be discovered in the Gulf and
the first to start production. It currently pumps
around 50,000 barrels per day (bpd), in addition
to over one billion cubic feet of natural gas daily.
The kingdom, which raises around 80 percent of
its revenues from oil, receives another 150,000
bpd from the Abu Safa oilfield which it shares with
Saudi Arabia. —  Agencies

Bahrain makes 
largest oil and 
gas discovery 

BAHRAIN: Crude oil pumping units are seen at an oilfield in this file photo. —  AP 


