
CAMBRIDGE: Friends, family and colleagues of
Stephen Hawking gathered yesterday to pay their
respects at his private funeral in Cambridge, where the
British science great spent most of his extraordinary
life. Hawking, who died on March 14 at the age of 76,
was famously an atheist but his children Lucy, Robert
and Tim chose St Mary the Great, the church of
Cambridge’s prestigious university, to say their
farewell.

“Our father’s life and work meant many things to
many people, both religious and non-religious. So, the
service will be both inclusive and traditional, reflecting
the breadth and diversity of his life,” they said. Tributes
poured in from around the world upon Hawking’s
death, from Queen Elizabeth II to NASA, reflecting his
huge impact as a physicist and an inspiration, in his
refusal to give up in the face of his crippling motor
neurone disease.

The funeral service-being held a short distance
from Gonville and Caius College where Hawking
worked for more than 50 years-was only open to
around 500 guests who knew him. A private reception
was to follow at Trinity College. A wider audience will
attend a thanksgiving service at Westminster Abbey in
London on June 15, when Hawking’s remains will be
buried near the grave of another legendary scientist,
Isaac Newton.

Actor Eddie Redmayne, who played Hawking in the
2014 biographical drama “The Theory of Everything”,
was to give a reading from the Bible, followed by a read-
ing by Martin Rees, Britain’s astronomer royal. Eulogies
were to be delivered by Robert Hawking, the physicist’s
eldest child, and Professor Fay Dowker, one of Hawking’s
former students. An arrangement of white lilies, to repre-
sent the universe, and another of white roses as the polar
star were to be placed on Hawking’s solid oak coffin. The
church bell was to toll 76 times, once for each year of
Hawking’s life, when his coffin arrives.

New photographs revealed    
Ahead of the funeral, Gonville and Caius College

released new black and white photographs of Hawking
taken in 1961 at a summer school for young astrophysi-
cists at a castle in Sussex, southern England, when he

was 19. They showed him playing croquet and in a sail-
ing dinghy, two years before he began experiencing
the first symptoms of the motor neurone disease that
would later leave him almost completely paralyzed.

Fellow students contacted by the college recalled
his left-wing views and his mischievous sense of
humor. Hawking defied predictions that he would only
live for a few years, although his rare condition-amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) — gradually robbed
him of mobility. He was confined to a wheelchair,
almost completely paralyzed and unable to speak
except through his trademark voice synthesizer.

But the illness did nothing to dull his mind, and
Hawking became one of the world’s best-known and
most inspiring scientists, known for his brilliance and

his wit. His work focused on bringing together relativi-
ty-the nature of space and time-and quantum theory-
how the smallest particles behave-to explain the cre-
ation of the Universe and how it is governed.

But he was also a global star-his 1988 book “A Brief
History of Time” was an unlikely worldwide bestseller,
and he appeared as himself in television shows from
“The Simpsons” to “Star Trek: The Next Generation”.
Born on January 8, 1942, Hawking died in his home in
Cambridge. After taking his undergraduate degree at
the University of Oxford, he moved to Cambridge for his
doctorate and stayed there for the rest of his career.
Hawking’s family has asked six college porters, many of
whom provided support for Hawking when he visited
for dinners and other events, to carry his coffin. — AFP 
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Six college porters carried Hawking’s coffin

New frog species 
found in Venezuela 
and Colombia
CARACAS: Venezuelan and Colombian scientists
have identified a new species of frog in the Perija
mountain range shared by both countries that is
home to unusual species like this small amphibian.
With multi-colored skin and a distinctive song, the
Hyloscirtus japreria was discovered during expedi-
tions over the past decade living in rivers and cas-
cades at altitudes above 1,000 meters.

It was named in honor of the Japreria, a disap-
pearing indigenous ethnic group in the Perija in the
northwestern Venezuelan state of Zulia. The frog’s
discovery-published in February in the peer-
reviewed scientific journal Zootaxa-brings to 37 the
number of species identified as belonging to the
Hyloscirtus genus. Small in size, the males measure
between 2.8 and 3.2 centimeters (up to 1.25 inches)
in length and the females from 3.5 to 3.9 centimeters.

The journey that led to their discovery began in
2008. “Several years went by before we found
enough evidence that it was a new species,” biolo-
gist Fernando Rojas-Runjaic, the coordinator of the
study, said. Once they determined it was a “stream
frog, we had to verify that it wasn’t a Hyloscirtus
platydactylus, another species found in the Perija in
1994,” he added,

The scientists recorded the find with cameras and
high-definition sound recorders to capture its dis-
tinctive coloring and analyze its song. The sounds
emitted by the frog, which can be heard from 15
meters (yards) away, is one of its most distinctive
characteristics, said expedition member Edwin
Infante. The H. japreria is also characterized by a
pale yellow dorsal area with tiny dark brown spots
and small reddish brown smudges.

It also has whitish stripes in certain parts of its
eyes, ears, thighs and feet. The frog’s iris is grey with
a slender black reticulation. Working with Rojas-
Runjaic, of the Caracas-based La Salle Natural
History Museum, were Colombian biologist Fabio
Meza-Joya and Venezuelans Infante and Patricia
Salerno. Reaching the frog’s habitats required expe-
ditions of several days on foot and mule into the
Perija mountains. Access to the mountain range from
Colombia was restricted for decades because of a
conflict with leftist guerrillas, “which produced infor-
mation vacuums,” said Meza-Joya, adding that a
2016 peace agreement with the main rebel group
should open the way for new discoveries.  —AFP

UNITED KINGDOM: This handout photograph shows British scientist Stephen Hawking, right, with Goeran
Akerblad and Brian King, as a 19 year-old student playing croquet at a summer school for young astro-
physicists, run annually by the Royal Greenwich Observatory at its headquarters at Herstmonceux
Castle in Sussex. — AFP
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