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CLEVELAND: LeBron James broke the NBA record
for consecutive games scoring at least 10 points and
added 17 more as the Cleveland Cavaliers beat the New
Orleans Pelicans, 107-102, on Friday night at Quicken
Loans Arena in Cleveland. It was the 867th consecutive
regular-season game in which James has scored at least
10 points, breaking a tie with Michael Jordan for the
longest such streak in NBA history. The streak began
Jan. 5, 2007. The record will stand for at least several
years because the next closest active streak belongs to
Houston’s James Harden (258 after Friday’s game
against Phoenix ). Jordan Clarkson added 23 points and
Rodney Hood scored 16 for the Cavaliers, who main-
tained their hold on third
place in the Eastern
Conference. They stayed
a half-game ahead of
Philadelphia, which beat
Atlanta, 101-91, and
moved a game in front of
idle Indiana. Jrue Holiday
led New Orleans with 25
points, Nikola Mirotic
added 20, Anthony Davis
scored 16 and Darius
Miller had 11.

ROCKETS 104, SUNS 103
Gerald Green drilled a corner 3-pointer at the

buzzer, and Houston extended its winning streak to 11
games with a victory over Phoenix at Toyota Center.
Rookie Josh Jackson sank a pull-up jumper with 1.4
seconds left to push Phoenix back in front after
Rockets guard James Harden hit a game-tying 3-point-
er with 12.2 seconds left. Harden had been 0-for-7 from
behind the arc before momentarily knotting the score at
101. After Jackson scored the last of his team-high 27
points, Green took the inbounds pass from Trevor Ariza
and buried his jumper in front of the Houston bench. He
was mobbed by teammates as game officials reviewed
the shot. The Rockets completed an unbeaten homes-
tand and extended their winning streak at Toyota
Center to 18 games.

NUGGETS 126, THUNDER 125 (OT)
Paul Millsap scored a season-best 36 points on 13-

of-18 shooting and collected nine rebounds as Denver
notched a crucial victory over Oklahoma City at
Chesapeake Energy Arena. Nikola Jokic had 23 points,
16 rebounds and six assists as the Nuggets finished 3-4
on a seven-game road trip. Will Barton added 18 points,
seven rebounds and five assists, Jamal Murray scored
15 points and Devin Harris added 12. Russell Westbrook
had 33 points, 13 assists and nine rebounds but was just

12-of-32 shooting for Oklahoma City. Carmelo Anthony
contributed 23 points and nine rebounds, Jerami Grant
added 16 points off the bench, but Paul George tallied
just 13 points for the Thunder.

BUCKS 124, LAKERS 122 (OT)
Eric Bledsoe made a career-best seven 3-pointers

and scored a season-high 39 points to lead Milwaukee
to over Los Angeles at Staples Center. Khris Middleton
contributed 28 points and four steals for the Bucks,
who blew a 21-point, third-quarter lead before prevail-
ing for the fourth time in the past five games. Giannis
Antetokounmpo recorded 27 points and 16 rebounds as

Milwaukee moved into a
tie with the Miami Heat
for seventh place in the
Eastern Conference, 5
1/2 games clear of the
ninth-place Detroit
Pistons with six to play.
Kyle Kuzma had 27
points, 12 rebounds and
six assists and Brook
Lopez scored 20 points
for Los Angeles, which
lost for the sixth time in
the past eight contests.

Julius Randle recorded 18 points and 10 rebounds, Ivica
Zubac scored 16 points, Josh Hart had 13 points and 13
rebounds and Brandon Ingram tallied 12 points.

TIMBERWOLVES 93, MAVERICKS 92
Karl-Anthony Towns scored 21 points and added 20

rebounds, and Jamal Crawford poured in 24 points,
including two baskets in the final 50.1 seconds, as
Minnesota outlasted Dallas at the American Airlines
Center. The Timberwolves (44-33) are deep in the hunt
for the playoffs, and the win on Friday allowed them to
leapfrog New Orleans into sixth place in the Western
Conference standings. Dallas (23-53) has already been
eliminated from postseason consideration and is
assured of having its fewest wins in a season since it
won just 19 games in the strike-shortened 1998-99
campaign.

JAZZ 107, GRIZZLIES 97
Donovan Mitchell scored 22 points and Dante Exum

added a season-high 21 points off the bench to lead
Utah to a victory over Memphis at Vivint Smart Home
Arena in Salt Lake City. Joe Ingles tallied 17 points, 10
assists and five rebounds for the Jazz. Utah snapped a
two-game home losing streak and shot 40-of-74 (54.1
percent) from the field. Marc Gasol scored 28 points on
11-of-12 shooting and MarShon Brooks added 24 off

the bench to lead the Grizzlies. The loss to Utah
snapped a two-game winning streak for Memphis.

76ERS 101, HAWKS 91
Playing without All-Star Joel Embiid, Philadelphia

blew open a close game in the third quarter and coast-
ed to a win over Atlanta at Philips Arena. Embiid didn’t
make the trip after suffering a concussion and an orbital
fracture when he collided with teammate Markelle Fultz
Wednesday night in a 118-101 win over New York.
Embiid is expected to be out 2-4 weeks, meaning the
earliest he could return would be for Philadelphia’s
playoff opener. In Embiid’s absence, the 76ers turned to
balanced scoring and defense to notch their 45th win.
Six players finished in double figures, led by Ersan
Ilyasova with 21 points and J.J. Redick with 19. Ilyasova
added 16 rebounds for a double-double.

TRAIL BLAZERS 105, CLIPPERS 96
Jusuf Nurkic and Damian Lillard led the way as

Portland polished off Los Angeles at Moda Center.
Nurkic scored 21 points and grabbed 12 rebounds and
Damian Lillard had 17 points, 11 assists and seven
boards for the Trail Blazers, who won for the 16th time
in 19 games. Five players scored in double figures for
Portland, including Zach Collins with a career-high 15
points, CJ McCollum with 13 and Evan Turner with 12.

BULLS 90, MAGIC 82
Lauri Markkanen and Sean Kilpatrick each scored

13 points, and Chicago snapped a seven-game losing
streak with a victory over Orlando at Amway Center.
Cameron Payne added 11 points, and Cristiano Felico
grabbed 16 rebounds for the Bulls, who completed the
season sweep of the Magic and continued their domi-
nance over Orlando with their 15th win in the last 21
meetings. Aaron Gordon scored 18 points, and Nikola
Vucevic scored 12 points and grabbed 14 rebounds for
the Magic, who went 2-5 on their seven-game homes-
tand, which came to a close Friday. — Reuters
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SEOUL: International Olympic Committee
President Thomas Bach told North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un at a meeting on Friday that the IOC
would cooperate with the North to prepare for its
participation in the 2020 Tokyo and 2022 Beijing
Olympic Games, the North’s official Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA) has reported.

Bach travelled to Pyongyang on Thursday in a
visit that comes after North Korea’s participation
in the Pyeongchang Winter Games helped ease
inter-Korean relations. He told Kim in a meeting
that the trip was to “express the most heartfelt
thanks” to North Korea’s leader for helping make
February’s Pyeongchang Winter Olympics a
Games that were “symbolic of peace,” KCNA said
yesterday.

Athletes from North and South Korea marched
under a unified peninsula flag at the opening cere-
mony in Pyeongchang and the two Koreas have
experienced a significant thaw in tensions since the
Feb. 9-25 Winter Olympics.

KCNA said Kim expressed thanks for the IOC’s
support and for cooperating with North Korea
“regardless of any political climate and conditions”.
He said he hoped that the IOC’s relationship with
the North’s Olympic Committee would continue to
develop favourably and expected cooperation in
developing and improving sport in North Korea,
the report added.

An official from South Korea’s Unification
Ministry said it was aware of the KCNA’s report
but declined to comment further.  Bach had accept-
ed North Korea’s invitation in February, and told
Reuters at the time that he saw sports as a way to
reduce political tensions.

After Kim made a surprise trip this week to
Beijing to meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping,
his engagement with the international community
has sparked speculation he may try to meet other
leaders ahead of summits with South Korean
President Moon Jae-in and United States President
Donald Trump.     

The two Koreas have experienced a significant
easing in tensions since the Winter Olympics in
South Korea in February, leading them to set a date
to hold their first summit in more than a decade on
April 27. — Reuters
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CLEVELAND: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers handles the ball against Jrue Holiday #11 of the
New Orleans Pelicans during the game between the two teams on Friday at Quicken Loans Arena in
Cleveland, Ohio. —AFP

Nuggets stop skid, Sixers win without Embiid

LOS ANGELES: Park Sung-hyun fired an eight-under-par
64 to thrust herself into contention at the top of the leader-
board at the ANA Inspiration on Friday as she chases a
second major after a dazzling rookie season.

The 24-year-old star from South Korea shrugged off an
opening bogey to card seven birdies and an eagle at
Mission Hills in Rancho Mirage, California, to claim a share
of the second round lead.

Park, who last year won the US Women’s Open at Trump
National in her first year on the LPGA Tour, heads into the
weekend on 12 under alongside Sweden’s Pernilla Lindberg
after 36 holes, leading by three from Jessica Korda of the
United States on nine under. 

Lindberg, the first round leader, followed up her opening
65 with a five-under-par 67 while Korda remained in the
hunt with a 68. But the day belonged to Korea’s Park, who
made the cut of every event she entered in her rookie LPGA
season, and was also the first rookie in history to make it to
world number one in the rankings. Friday’s highlight was an
eagle two on the par-four 15th, when she holed out from
around 100 yards. “Today the shots were awesome,” Park
said afterwards. “I just felt really good about my driver. The
shots fell in just as I wanted them to. “There were a couple
things that I missed, but overall just had a great round.”

Park, who has made a slow start to 2018, with three fin-
ishes outside the top 10 and a missed cut at the Kia Classic
last weekend, said she had rediscovered the poise that
helped her win her maiden major at the US Open last year.

“I was super focused at the US Open, and felt just as
focused for today’s round,” she said. “It was a bummer to
not make the cut last week and I felt pretty disappointed.
But I feel like it was a really good comeback today.” Park’s
rise has been all the more remarkable for the fact that she
remains one of the few players on tour who does not have
a permanent coach. “I really enjoy the time alone to prac-

tice alone,” Park said. “If it comes to the point where I
need a coach, I will consider that. But right now, I just feel
really good about my game.” Lindberg meanwhile was
happy to be sitting alongside Park after a flawless bogey-
free round which saw five birdies. The 31-year-old said she
is thriving after reuniting with caddie Daniel Taylor, who is
also her fiance. — AFP
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RANCHO MIRAGE: Sung Hyun Park of South Korea makes a tee shot on the 17th hole during round two of the
ANA Inspiration on the Dinah Shore Tournament Course at Mission Hills Country Club on Friday in Rancho
Mirage, California. — AFP

CANBERRA: Coastal Sharks overpowered the Auckland
Blues 63-40 in a high-scoring Super Rugby win as the
NSW Waratahs ground out an Australian derby victory
over the ACT Brumbies yesterday.  The Durban-based
Sharks clicked into gear in a celebration for the du Preez
family in a free-scoring win in Auckland.

The Waratahs, who lost Wallaby star Israel Folau with
a hamstring injury in only the fourth minute, dug in for a
24-17 win over the Brumbies in Canberra.  It was the
Waratahs’ first win in the Australian capital since 2015 as
star Wallaby forward David Pocock played his 100th
Super Rugby match and his first game this season after
taking a sabbatical year off in 2017.  In Auckland, it was
evident the Blues would be punished for their ill-disci-
pline from the moment Robert du Preez landed his first

penalty in the third minute at Eden Park.
From the first bullocking run by his younger brother

Jean-Luc de Preez, a key figure in several tries, the
Sharks exposed the deficiencies in the Blues defence.
Which was all good news for their father Robert de
Preez, the Sharks coach, who has been under pressure
with only one win from their first five matches and losses
to the Brumbies and Melbourne Rebels in the past two
weeks.  Both sides scored six tries with the 23-point
winning margin the result of seven penalties and an extra
conversion landed by Robert du Preez.  “We came into
this game without backs against the wall and we really
wanted to go out there and enjoy the game,” said skip-
per Ruan Botha.  “It hasn’t been an easy start to our
campaign but we’re trying to get back on track.”

Robert de Preez landed four penalties in the first half
and also converted tries by his brother and Botha as the
Sharks turned 26-7 ahead with fullback Michael Collins
scoring for the Blues. The game swung sharply in the
Blues’ favour for 10 minutes at the start of the second
half when Sharks’ wing Sbu Nkosi was sin-binned for a
head-high tackle.  While the Blues held a one-man
advantage, Akira Ioane, Patrick Tuipulotu and Stephen
Perofeta all scored tries-Tuipulotu and Perofeta both

from long-range.  Perofeta converted them all for the
Blues to be up 28-26, but when Nkosi returned to the
field the Sharks moved up several gears to score 30
unanswered points. The Blues rallied for two late tries
before Curwin Bosch scored a final try for the Sharks
more than three minutes into extra time.

VITAL WIN 
In Canberra, two tries to giant winger Taqele

Naiyaravoro helped power the Waratahs to victory over
the Brumbies. But the vital win came at a cost, with Folau
limping off with a hamstring injury and initial reports
putting him out of action for up to four weeks.  “He’s a
huge weapon at all times and I’m hoping Izzy is not too
bad for us and himself, he’s been playing some good
rugby,” Waratahs skipper Michael Hooper said.

The Waratahs struggled for much of the first half but
Naiyaravoro’s first try after the halftime siren was the
turning point in the match, as he swatted away Wallaby
regular Henry Speight and ran 50 metres to score and
give NSW a 13-11 lead. It also helped the Waratahs
climb above the Queensland Reds into second  place in
the Australian conference on 14 points, six behind the
Rebels. — AFP
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