
Sunday, April 1, 2018S p o r t s

Established 1961 12

Panik’s homer in ninth lifts 
Giants to 1-0 win over Dodgers

Washington’s Max Scherzer strike out 10 in six scoreless innings
LOS ANGELES: Joe Panik hit Kenley Jansen’s second
pitch for a home run leading off the ninth inning Friday
night, giving the San Francisco Giants a second straight
1-0 win over the Los Angeles Dodgers in Los Angeles
in a game that featured brilliant pitching performances
by starters Johnny Cueto and Alex Wood. Panik also
delivered the only run of the Giants’ Opening Day win,
homering off Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw in the fifth
inning. He waited until
Wood had left after eight
one-hit innings in the
rematch, once again
smacking a difference-
making homer into the
seats in right field at
Dodger Stadium. This
time it was against the
Dodgers’ closer, Jansen
(0-1). Seeking the Giants’
first no-hitter against the
Dodgers since Rube
Marquard in 1915, Cueto
retired the first 18 Los
Angeles batters before Chris Taylor blooped a single to
right field to open the seventh.

RED SOX 1, RAYS 0
Rafael Devers’ RBI single in the seventh inning

proved to be enough offense for visiting Boston after a
solid start by David Price paved the way to victory
against Tampa Bay Rays at Tropicana Field in St.
Petersburg, Fla. Price (1-0), who spent the first seven-
plus seasons of his career with the Rays, tossed seven
shutout innings with five strikeouts while allowing only
four hits and walking none. Craig Kimbrel struck out
the side in the ninth for his first save of the year. It was
another solid outing for a Red Sox starter after Chris
Sale tossed a six-inning one-hitter with nine strikeouts
in the season opener Thursday, only for Boston to blow
a 4-0 lead in the late innings.

MARLINS 2, CUBS 1 (17 INNINGS)
Miguel Rojas’ line-drive, walk-off single to center

gave Miami a dramatic win over visiting Chicago at
Marlins Park, but Miami’s bullpen was the story of the
night. Miami’s Jarlin Garcia pitched five perfect innings
of relief before finally allowing a walk in the 15th inning.
He finished his night with six scoreless innings, striking
out six and allowing just one hit and two walks. As a
whole, the Marlins bullpen allowed no runs in 11 2/3
innings. Rookie Brian Anderson, who started the rally
with a two-out single, scored from second base on the
play. Rojas’ only hit of the night came off closer
Brandon Morrow, who made his Cubs debut. Rojas was
the first batter Morrow faced.

YANKEES 4, BLUE JAYS 2
Masahiro Tanaka retired the final 13 hitters he

faced and pitched six solid innings as New York beat
host Toronto at the Rogers Centre. Tanaka (1-0)
began his fifth season with the Yankees by allowing
one run and three hits. He struck out eight, including
seven of the final 12 hitters and threw 61 of 79 pitches
for strikes. Tanaka improved to 10-4 in 16 career
starts against the Blue Jays, who struck out 15 times
against him in New York on Sept. 29.

NATIONALS 2, REDS 0
Washington right-hander Max Scherzer struck out

10 in six scoreless innings and Bryce Harper had a pair

of singles in a season-opening victory over host
Cincinnati at the Great American Ball Park. Scherzer, the
two-time defending National League Cy Young Award
winner, gave up five hits and walked one while improv-
ing to 3-1 in five career starts against the Reds. The
Nationals scored in the first inning after Adam Eaton
singled to open the game and took third on Harper’s
one-out single. Ryan Zimmerman grounded to third

baseman Eugenio Suarez,
whose throw to second
forced Harper, but the
Reds could not complete
the double play as Eaton
scored for a 1-0 lead.

TEXAS 5, HOUSTON 1
Doug Fister gave up a

run and scattered four
hits in five strong innings,
and Joey Gallo and Elvis
Andrus each had two hits
and an RBI as Texas
defeated Houston at

Globe Life Park, evening the four-game, opening-week-
end series at a game apiece. Fister (1-0), who was
acquired by the Rangers as a free agent in the offsea-
son, struck out three and walked three in besting
Houston’s 1A ace, Dallas Keuchel. Keuchel (0-1), sur-
rendered three runs (all earned) on seven hits in six
innings of work. He struck out four and walked one in a
99-pitch stint. Texas pounded out 10 hits in the win, led
by Shin-Soo Choo with three, and Nomar Mazara
scored twice. The Astros managed just five hits off five
Texas pitchers, with reigning American League MVP
Jose Altuve collecting two of those.

ANGELS 2, A’S 1
Pitching, defense and Mike Trout turned out to be

just the formula visiting Los Angeles needed to win first
game of the season at the Oakland Coliseum. Trout
went hitless on Thursday, but homered off A’s starter
Sean Manaea in the first inning Friday and scored the
Angels’ other run in the ninth, while Angels starter Tyler
Skaggs and the three relievers combined to keep the
Oakland bats quiet most of the night. Manaea also was
good, giving up one run on four hits in 7 2/3 innings,
striking out seven and walking none. Skaggs earned the
win, giving up three hits in 6 1/3 scoreless innings,
striking out five and walking none.

PIRATES 13, TIGERS 10 (13 INNINGS)
Gregory Polanco clubbed a three-run homer in the

top of the 13th inning as visiting Pittsburgh outlasted
Detroit in each team’s season opener at Comerica Park.
Adam Frazier and Josh Harrison poked two-out singles
off Alex Wilson to start the rally, and Polanco followed
with a 416-foot bomb off a 3-0 fastball to provide the
winning hit in a game that lasted five hours, 27 minutes.
Steven Brault pitched three scoreless innings to earn
the win. The teams combined to use 15 pitchers in a
contest that featured 31 hits, 13 walks and five errors. 

DIAMONDBACKS 9, ROCKIES 8
Arizona shortstop Nick Ahmed homered and had a

career-high five RBIs and A.J.  Pollock had two hits and
two RBIs in the Diamondbacks’ home victory over
Colorado at Chase Field. Ahmed hit a three-run homer to
cap a five-run first inning, and his RBI single off Antonio
Senzatela in a two-run fifth broke a tie at seven as the
Diamondbacks won their first two games of the season

for the first time since 2012. Ian Desmond, Gerardo Parra
and Charlie Blackmon homered for Colorado, which
enters the final game of a three-game series looking to
avoid its second 0-3 start in franchise history.

PHILADELPHIA 5, ATLANTA 4 (11 INNINGS)
First baseman Carlos Santana drove in three

runs, including the game-winning sacrifice fly in
the 11th inning, to help visiting Philadelphia defeat
Atlanta at SunTrust Park and give rookie manager
Gabe Kapler his first career victory. Santana, who
was 1-for-3 with a home run, delivered a long fly
ball to left field against Atlanta rookie reliever
Shane Carle (0-1) to drive in J.P.  Crawford with the

go-ahead run. The winning pitcher was Drew
Hutchison (1-0), who threw two scoreless innings.
He retired Ender Inciarte on a fly ball with two run-
ners on base to end the game.

BREWERS 8, PADRES 6
Ryan Braun hit a three-run, two-out, two-strike

homer off San Diego closer Brad Hand to cap a five-run,
ninth-inning Milwaukee rally at Petco Park. Although he
was only 1-for-4, Braun had five RBIs in the game on a
first-inning ground out, a fifth-inning sacrifice fly and
the game-winning homer. The loss snapped a streak of
127 straight wins for the Padres when they took a lead
into the ninth inning at Petco Park. — Reuters
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MLB results/standings

American League
American League - East

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 2 0 1.000 -
Baltimore 1 0 1.000 0.5
Boston 1 1 .500 1
Tampa Bay 1 1 .500 1
Toronto 0 2 .000 2

American League - Central
Chicago White Sox 1 0 1.000 -
Cleveland 0 1 .000 1
Kansas City 0 1 .000 1
Detroit 0 1 .000 1
Minnesota 0 1 .000 1

American League - West
Seattle 1 0 1.000 -
Houston 1 1 .500 0.5
LA Angels 1 1 .500 0.5
Oakland 1 1 .500 0.5
Texas 1 1 .500 0.5

National League
National League - East

NY Mets 1 0 1.000 -
Washington 1 0 1.000 -
Atlanta 1 1 .500 0.5
Philadelphia 1 1 .500 0.5
Miami 1 1 .500 0.5

National League - Central
Milwaukee 2 0 1.000 -
Pittsburgh 1 0 1.000 0.5
Chicago Cubs 1 1 .500 1
Cincinnati 0 1 .000 1.5
St. Louis 0 1 .000 1.5

National League - West
Arizona 2 0 1.000 -
San Francisco 2 0 1.000 -
Colorado 0 2 .000 2
LA Dodgers 0 2 .000 2
San Diego 0 2 .000 2

Pittsburgh 13, Detroit 10; Washington 2, Cincinnati 0; NY Yankees 4, Toronto 2; Boston 1, Tampa Bay 0; Miami 2, Chicago Cubs 1;
Philadelphia 5, Atlanta 4; Texas 5, Houston 1; Arizona 9, Colorado 8; San Francisco 1, LA Dodgers 0; Milwaukee 8, San Diego 6.

MIAMI: Miguel Rojas #19 of the Miami Marlins singles in the game winning run in the bottom of the 17th
inning against the Chicago Cubs at Marlins Park on Friday in Miami. — AFP

GOLD COAST: Australia’s world hurdles
champion Sally Pearson said yesterday she
was “90 percent” certain of competing at
the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games as
she battles an Achilles’ problem.

Pearson hasn’t raced over the hurdles
since early March but is targeting the 100-
metres hurdles heats on April 12. “I’d be 90
percent (certain for the hurdles). It will be an
issue all the way through (to a final),” the 31-
year-old told reporters in Brisbane.  “I don’t
think the pain will affect my performance. I’ll
be able to block it out as much as possible.

“It’s not going to be a controlled race-it’s
going to be all-out. It has to be.” Injuries
have been a constant for Pearson, who suf-

fered a broken wrist from a race fall which
derailed her 2015 world titles campaign,
while a hamstring problem hit her 2016 Rio
Olympics hopes.

Last year Pearson claimed a second
100m hurdles world title in London.  “I was
thinking the other day if this was my first
major (event, with such a preparation), I’d be
struggling a bit more,” Pearson said.  “All my
big decisions have helped me to cope with
this competition, even though there is more
spotlight and pressure being in my home
town.  “I’m dealing with it well and staying
relaxed.  “It’s a matter of what my body
wants to do on the day and that’s pretty
much going to make my decision for me.”

Pearson said she plans to train on
Monday or Tuesday after running in a
100m-flat leg in an Australian relay team
earlier this week in Brisbane. Against
Pearson, who has a 12.28 sec personal best,
Jamaica has entered for the Games 100m
hurdles three competitors with a sub-12.7
sec personal best, including 2015 world
champion Danielle Williams (12.57). —AFP

GOLD COAST:  As many of the world’s top
swimmers go for gold at the Commonwealth
Games, one shy schoolgirl from St.  Lucia has
a more modest goal-a photo with English
hunk Adam Peaty.  But 16-year-old Katie
Kyle, set to compete in the 50 and 100 metres
butterfly for the Caribbean island, first has to
pluck up the courage to speak to the Olympic
breaststroke champion.

“I don’t know if I’ll be brave enough to go
up and be like ‘hey!’” she told AFP yesterday.
“But there will be some people, like Adam
Peaty, I’ll be like ‘hey, can I get a picture with
you?’ “Just to meet and talk to all the guys
who swim fast will be great,” added Kyle, who
along with Jean Luc Zephir makes up St.
Lucia’s Commonwealth Games swim team in
Gold Coast.

“I’m still kind of shocked that I made it this
far.” Kyle has been based in Britain since last
summer after deciding to leave St. Lucia
because of a lack of training facilities. “I
thought I could better my training in Britain
with bigger pools, better facilities,” said Kyle.

“At home it’s not as developed, there’s only
a 25m pool outside.” Such is the parlous con-
dition of sport in St. Lucia that at a track and
field meeting earlier this year, a whistle was
used to start events instead of a gun, accord-
ing to local media.

“Perhaps they ran out of ammo,” said St.
Lucia swim coach David Peterkin.  “The gov-
ernment is not very involved in sports at that
level. They do a lot of work with school kids

but not when it comes to a higher level.  “We
have a planned 50m pool coming and hope-
fully it should be there within a year and a
half to two years.” If Kyle gets that selfie
with Peaty, she will be halfway to meeting
her two swimming heroes. Kyle idolises
Hungary’s Katinka Hosszu, a triple gold
medallist at the 2016 Rio Olympics, after a

brief crush on American legend Michael
Phelps.  “There was Michael Phelps but
when I got kind of serious I was looking at
Katinka,” said Kyle, who has her heart set on
competing at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. “But
I’m just glad to be here. It’s going to be so
exciting to swim against (top racers) and to
say I’ve swum against them.” — AFP
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LONDON: File photo shows, Australia’s Sally Pearson celebrates winning the final
of the women’s 100m hurdles athletics event at the 2017 IAAF World
Championships at the London Stadium in London. — AFP
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GOLD COAST: An athlete gets out of the pool as “Gold Coast 2018” signage is seen on the
starting blocks at the Optus Aquatic centre ahead of the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth
Games on Friday.— AFP


