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A general strike was being held in both the Gaza Strip
and the occupied West Bank. Minor clashes broke out
between Israeli forces and Palestinians in Hebron, while a
small protest was held in Nablus, both in the West Bank.
In addition to the 16 Palestinians killed, more than 1,400
were also wounded Friday, 758 of them by live fire, with
the remainder hurt by rubber bullets and tear gas inhala-
tion, according to the Gazan health ministry.

Israel defended its soldiers’ actions, when troops
opened fire on Palestinians who strayed from the main
protest camp attended by tens of thousands and
approached the heavily fortified fence cutting off the
Gaza Strip. The Israeli military says it opened fire only
when necessary against those throwing stones and fire-
bombs or rolling tyres at soldiers. It said there were
attempts to damage the fence and infiltrate Israel, while
alleging there was also an attempted gun attack against
soldiers along the border. No casualties were reported
among Israelis.

Palestinians accused Israel of using disproportionate
force, saying its soldiers opened fire on protesters who did
not pose a threat, while human rights groups questioned
Israel’s use of live fire. UN chief Antonio Guterres called for
an “independent and transparent investigation” and
European Union diplomatic chief Federica Mogherini fol-
lowed suit, calling in a statement for a probe into Israel’s
use of live ammunition. Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor
Lieberman issued a scornful rejection of the demands. “I do
not understand the chorus of hypocrites who want a com-
mission of inquiry,” he posted in Hebrew on his Twitter
account. “They got confused and thought Hamas organized
a Woodstock Festival yesterday and that we should give
them flowers.”

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas declared yes-
terday a day of national mourning and in a speech said he
held Israel fully responsible for the deaths. His spokesman
yesterday called on the United States at the UN Security
Council to not provide “cover for Israel to continue its

aggression against the Palestinian people”. An Israeli mil-
itary spokesman said Friday’s events were “not a protest
demonstration” but “organized terrorist activity” by
Hamas, which has fought three wars with Israel since
2008. “If it continues, we shall have no choice but to
respond inside the Gaza Strip against terrorist targets
which we understand to be behind these events,”
Brigadier General Ronen Manelis told journalists.

The six-week protest is in support of Palestinian
refugees and the timetable holds significance for a range
of reasons that have added to tensions. It began on Land
Day, when Palestinians commemorate the killing of six
unarmed Arab protesters in Israel in 1976, and as Jewish
Israelis readied to observe the Passover holiday, which
started at sundown on Friday. Protests will continue until
the United States opens its new Jerusalem embassy
around May 14, a move that has provoked deep anger
among the Palestinians, who see the city’s annexed east-
ern sector as the capital of their future state.

May 14 will also mark 70 years since the creation of
Israel, while Palestinians will mark what they call the
Nakba, or “catastrophe,” the following day. The Nakba
commemorates the more than 700,000 Palestinians who
either fled or were expelled from their homes in the war
surrounding Israel’s creation in 1948.

US President Donald Trump has harshly criticized the
Palestinians in the past, but the State Department said
only that it was “deeply saddened” by the loss of life and
urged steps to lower tensions. Human Rights Watch criti-
cized Israel’s actions. “Israeli allegations of violence by
some protesters do not change the fact that using lethal
force is banned by international law except to meet an
imminent threat to life,” the New York-based group said,
calling the number of killed and wounded “shocking.”

Israel had deployed troop reinforcements along the
border, inc luding more  than 100 specia l  forces
snipers, saying it would prevent attempts to break
through the fence. Protests along the border are com-
mon, often culminating in young Palestinian men
throwing stones at Israeli soldiers who respond with
tear gas along with rubber and live bullets. But the
“March of Return” protest that began on Friday is on
a larger scale and intended to involve families with
women and children camping in tent cities near the
border for weeks.  —Agencies 
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Arriola cited some more specific demands of Duterte
- workers must be able to sleep seven continuous hours
a day without interruption; and they must get decent
food - no leftovers. 

“Our president also acknowledged the fact that the
Philippines is a poor country, but appealed to treat
Filipino workers with dignity. Also, there must be stan-
dard employment contracts to be formulated by both
countries. This negotiation for our workers is very
important because some governments (in the Gulf) who
are also receiving workers from the Philippines are also
looking forward to the outcome of these negotiations.
We are hoping for a model agreement, and this is what
our president wants. The negotiations are not yet over;
they will continue and will take some more time before
the lifting of the deployment ban. Both countries are
talking, and our lines of communication are open for
each other,” Arriola said. 

On March 16, Kuwait and the Philippines signed an
agreement regulating some working conditions for
domestic workers in Kuwait. The deal may end a two-
month crisis sparked by reports that abuse by employ-
ers in Kuwait had driven several Filipinos to suicide.
The Philippines stopped sending workers to Kuwait in
January after a Filipina maid (Joana Demafelis) was
found dead in a freezer, the latest incident in what
Manila called a pattern of abuse committed against
OFWs in Kuwait. 

“The deal will ensure the rights of both employers
and employees,” KUNA had quoted Foreign Ministry
Undersecretary for Consulate Affairs Sami Al-Hamad
as saying. Hamad said the two sides agreed that
domestic workers from the Philippines will have the
right to retain their passports as well as the right to

refuse being transferred to other employers. 
Arriola thanked the Kuwaiti delegation for taking

time to come to Manila to negotiate, which she said was
a good sign of a treasured friendship. “We have a rela-
tionship to preserve and we are friends with Kuwait.
Our previous governments did very little - if nothing at
all - for our workers, no offense intended, but this time,
we really have to be firm. At the moment, we need an
agreement that is clear and can uphold the dignity of
our workers. As to the sincerity and love for the coun-
try and his people, Duterte practices what he preaches
and has this unquestionable commitment to his people
and OFWs,” she said. 

Arriola arrived in Kuwait on Thursday to see for her-
self the conditions of Filipinos in Kuwait and the ongo-
ing repatriation being done in connection with the
Kuwaiti government’s amnesty program. “My agency,
under the DFA’s Office of Migrant Workers Affairs, is in
charge of mass repatriation. The Philippine government
took the initiative to give all amnesty takers free plane
tickets. We want to make sure that repatriation efforts
are orderly conducted,” she said. 

“We have repatriated around 4,000 undocumented
Filipinos in Kuwait. We are still waiting for the rest to
come forward, as the Kuwaiti government had stated
that the number of undocumented Filipinos in Kuwait is
up to 10,000. We want all of them to avail of the
amnesty. The president has ordered us to use DFA
funds to help every Filipino who wants to go home. We
are here to support the ambassador, and have deployed
several people from the Philippines to help in the repa-
triation efforts,” Arriola added. 

Arriola also met some Filipino community leaders on
Friday. There are more than 100 Filipino community
organizations in Kuwait. Currently, there are more than
1,000 distressed runaway housemaids at the embassy’s
shelter, and officials have confirmed receiving an aver-
age of 20-30 workers at the shelter every day, mostly
victims of various forms of physical, verbal or sexual
abuse, unpaid salaries, lack of food or overwork.
Kuwait is home to 250,000 Filipinos, 165,000 of them
working as domestic helpers.

Duterte wants 
‘govt-to-govt’...
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The State Department said then that the tighter
vetting would apply only to those “who have been
determined to warrant additional scrutiny in connec-
tion with terrorism or other national security-related
visa ineligibilities.” 

The American Civil Liberties Union expressed con-
cern, saying the move would have a “chilling” effect on
freedom of speech and association. “People will now
have to wonder if what they say online will be miscon-
strued or misunderstood by a government official,” Hina
Shamsi, director ACLU’s National Security Project, said
in a statement. “We’re also concerned about how the

Trump administration defines the vague and over-
broad term ‘terrorist activities’ because it is inherently
political and can be used to discriminate against immi-
grants who have done nothing wrong,” she said. “There
is a real risk that social media vetting will unfairly tar-
get immigrants and travelers from Muslim-majority
countries for discriminatory visa denials, without doing
anything to protect national security.” 

The new proposal was published in the Federal
Register on Friday. The public has 60 days to comment
on the revised procedures before the OMB approves or
rejects them. If approved, the measures also will require
applicants to submit five years of previously used tele-
phone numbers, email addresses and their international
travel history. They will be asked if they have been
deported or removed from any country and whether
family members have been involved in terrorist activi-
ties, the department said. The department said it intends
not to routinely ask most diplomatic and official visa
applicants for the additional information. — Reuters 

US visa seekers 
to be asked for...

PARIS: Thanks to a laser-equipped mini-microscope
developed by a French start-up, scientists have discov-
ered a previously undetected feature of the human
anatomy that could help explain why some cancers
spread so quickly. Nobody was looking for the intersti-
tium, as the new quasi-organ is called, because no one
knew it was there, at least not in complex form revealed
in a study published this week. As with many break-
throughs in medicine and science, it was - to para-
phrase Louis Pasteur’s oft-quoted dictum - a case of
chance favoring the prepared. 

In 2015, a pair of doctors at New York’s Beth Israel
Medical Center, David Carr-Locke and Petros Benias,
found something unexpected while using the high-tech
endoscopic probe to look for signs of cancer on a
patient’s bile duct. There on a screen, clear as day, was
a lattice-like layer of liquid-filled cavities that did not
match anything found in the anatomy chapters of med-
ical school textbooks. “These have no obvious correlate
to known structures,” they noted dryly in the journal
Scientific Reports.

And then the mystery deepened. The doctors
showed the images to a pathologist, Neil Theise, who
used a thinly sliced fleck of tissue removed from the
patient to prepare the kind of glass slides scientists
have been peering at with microscopes for centuries.
But the novel layer of tissue simply wasn’t there - or at
least it wasn’t visible.

Sacha Loiseau, founder and director of Mauna Kea
Technologies, which made the camera-equipped probe
that had revealed the phantom tissue, explained why.
“The classic microscope on a lab bench magnifies dead
tissue from a biopsy that has been dehydrated and

treated with chemicals,” he told AFP. The meshwork of
liquid bubbles visible in the patient’s body, in other
words, had pancaked in the slides like a collapsed
building, leaving hardly a trace.

A ‘highway of fluid’ 
“This made a fluid-filled tissue type throughout the

body appear solid in biopsy slides,” Theise said in a
statement. “Our research corrects for this to expand the
anatomy of most tissues.” The probe bundles some
30,000 optic fibres topped by a camera barely bigger
than the head of a pin. Lasers light up the tissue, and
sensors analyze the reflected pattern. “We have rein-
vented the microscope so that it can be inserted into
the body of a patient to observe living tissue in its nat-
ural environment,” said Loiseau.  

The result is a virtual, in-vivo biopsy. The newly
found network of fluid-filled pockets - held in place by
collagen proteins, which are stiff, and more flexible
elastin - may act like a shock absorber preventing tis-
sue tear as organs, muscles and vessels go through
their daily motions, the researchers said. Once they
knew what to look for, the scientists found interstitium
throughout the body: Below the skin’s surface, lining
the digestive tract, in the lungs and urinary tract, and
even surrounding arteries and veins. Layers long
thought to be dense, connective tissue, it turned out,
were in fact interconnected and fluid-filled compart-
ments. Described as a “highway of moving fluid”, the
meshwork “may be important in cancer metastasis”, the
study suggested. 

Scientists have long known that half the fluid in the
body is found within cells, and about 14 percent inside
the heart, blood vessels and lymphatic system. The
remaining fluid is “interstitial”, or between the cells, and
the new study argues that the interstitium should be
considered as an organ in its own right - indeed, one of
the largest in the body. Organ or not, “this finding has
potential to drive dramatic advances in medicine,
including the possibility that the direct sampling of
interstitial fluid may become a powerful diagnostic
too,” said Theise. — AFP 

Overlooked ‘organ’
could play role in
cancer spread

Palestinian activists wave the national flag during a demonstration yesterday along Israel’s border with
Gaza. — AFP 


