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CHRISTCHURCH: BJ Watling continued to defy
England as he combined with Colin de Grandhomme to
resurrect New Zealand’s innings and lead them to 192
for six as the second day of the second Test at Hagley
Oval ended about 30 minutes early due to bad light.

Watling was 77 not out after he and de
Grandhomme had come together at 36 for five and
then combined for 142 runs for the sixth wicket to drag
the hosts back into the match after Stuart Broad and
James Anderson had blasted the top off the innings.

Tim Southee was 13 not out after de Grandhomme
had been dismissed for 72 about an hour before the

scheduled end of play. England had been dismissed for
307 early on Saturday at Hagley Oval after Jonny
Bairstow was the last man out for a well-deserved 101.

Bairstow had rescued England’s innings from 94 for
five to marshal a stubborn rearguard action with the
bowlers as they scored 156 runs for the final four wick-
ets — 95 of those coming in an eighth-wicket partner-
ship with Mark Wood (52).

Broad and Anderson then followed up Bairstow’s
fifth test century with four quick wickets to put
England in charge as they reduced the hosts to 32 for
four at lunch. The hosts lost Kane Williamson shortly
after the break for 22, the home captain becoming
Bairstow’s third catch.

The 28-year-old had already caught Tom Latham
for a duck and Jeet Raval for five before lunch as Broad
and Anderson ran riot with the new ball. Broad took

three of the first four wickets to fall, also capturing
Ross Taylor for two and trapping first test centurion
Henry Nicolls in front for a duck.

Anderson and Broad, however, were less effective
after lunch as the ball softened and de Grandhomme
and Watling were able to fight back, something Broad
acknowledged with the second new ball due just 5.1
overs into the third day.

“We have to make use of that new ball tomorrow,”
Broad told reporters. “New Zealand are 100-some-

thing behind and with the new ball around the corner,
we’ve seen the damage the new ball can do on this
pitch.”

“(De Grandhomme and Watling) played excep-
tionally well, but from our point of view, we held
them well enough to still be ahead of this game.”
England need a win to stop New Zealand clinching
their first series against them since 1999. The hosts
won the first test at Eden Park in Auckland by an
innings and 49 runs. —Reuters

N Zealand fight back after 
England rip off top order

Established 1961 

SCOREBOARD

England first innings (overnight 290-8)
A. Cook b Boult 2
M. Stoneman c Latham b Southee 35
J. Vince lbw Southee 18
J. Root b Southee 37
D. Malan lbw Boult 0
B. Stokes c Watling b Boult 25
J. Bairstow c Taylor b Boult 101
S. Broad c Sodhi b Southee 5
M. Wood b Southee 52
J. Leach c Watling b Southee 16
J. Anderson not out 0
Extras: (b9, lb5, w1, nb1) 16
Total: (for 10 wickets; 96.5 overs) 307
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Cook), 2-38 (Vince1), 3-93 (Root), 4-94
(Malan), 5-94 (Stoneman), 6-151 (Stokes), 7-164 (Broad), 8-259
(Wood), 9-307 (Leach), 10-307 (Bairstow) 
Bowling: Boult 28.5-5-87-4, Southee 26-7-62-6 (1w), de
Grandhomme 17-4-44-0, Wagner 20-5-69-0 (1nb), Sodhi 5-0-31-0.

New Zealand first innings
J. Raval c Bairstow b Anderson 5
T. Latham c Bairstow b Broad 0
K. Williamson c Bairstow b Anderson 22
R. Taylor c Cook b Broad 2
H. Nicholls lbw Broad 0
B. Watling not out 77
C. de Grandhomme c Bairstow b Broad 72
T. Southee not out 13
Extras: (lb1) 1
Total: (for 6 wickets; 74.5 overs) 192
Fall: 1-0 (Latham), 2-14 (Raval), 3-17 (Taylor), 4-17 (Nicholls), 5-36
(Williamson), 6-178 (de Grandhomme)
To bat: Ish Sodhi, Neil Wagner, Trent Boult
Bowling: Anderson 19-5-43-2, Broad 14-4-38-4, Wood 17.5-3-50-
0, Leach 18-3-46-0, Root 1-0-9-0, Stokes 3-1-5-0.
Series: New Zealand lead 1-0

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand: Scoreboard at stumps on day two
of the second Test between New Zealand and England in
Christchurch yesterday:

De Grandhomme, Watling fight back after terrible start

Broad takes 
four wickets, 

Anderson two

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand’s Colin de Grandhomme (R) bats watched by England’s keeper Jonny
Bairstow during day two of the second cricket Test match between New Zealand and England at Hagley
Oval in Christchurch yesterday. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Indian Premier League team Sunrisers
Hyderabad yesterday picked England batsman Alex
Hales to replace Australia’s scandal-plagued former
vice-captain David Warner.  Warner, 31, has been
banned from international cricket for a year over a
ball-tampering scandal during the recent third Test
against South Africa in Cape Town.

Hales was signed for 10 million rupees ($153,700)
from the available player pool for this year’s IPL, the
Indian cricket board said in a statement.  A hard-hit-
ting opener, Hales has scored 1,456 runs in Twenty20
internationals.

The 29-year-old is the only England batsman to
score a century in T20 internationals and is seventh in
the International Cricket Council’s batting rankings
for the format. Warner, the former Sunrisers captain,
has been charged by Cricket Australia with develop-
ing the ball-tampering plot and telling teammate
Cameron Bancroft to carry it out during the Cape
Town Test. In a tearful apology Saturday, Warner said
he had resigned himself to the fact that he may not
play for Australia again.

The Sunrisers have named New Zealand’s Kane
Williamson as their skipper after Warner stepped
down. The Australian opener, along with former cap-
tain Steve Smith, was later banned by the IPL from
playing this year in the cash-rich T20 tournament.
The Hyderabad side-winners of the 2016 IPL-host
the Rajasthan Royals in their opening match on April
9, two days after the tournament starts. — AFP
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SYDNEY: Former Australia vice-captain David Warner
apologised in tears yesterday for his role in ball-tam-
pering but said he may appeal his 12-month ban in the
latest emotional public appearance over the scandal.

A sobbing Warner said he realised he may never
play for his country again.  But he stonewalled ques-
tions about who was aware of the plot and whether it
was the first such incident within the team. Warner, 31,
told a media conference in Sydney: “I can honestly say
I have only wanted to bring glory to my country
through playing cricket.

“In striving to do so I have made the decision which
has had the opposite effect and it’s one that I will regret
for as long as I live.” Warner’s appearance comes after
similar heartfelt apologies by opening batsman
Cameron Bancroft and captain Steve Smith, who broke
down when he faced the media on Thursday. 

Coach Darren Lehmann, convinced to step down
after seeing the apologies from Bancroft and Smith, was
also tearful as he announced his resignation. Smith and
Warner were banned from international and domestic
cricket for a year and Bancroft was suspended for nine
months after the incident during the third Test in Cape
Town. Bancroft was caught on camera trying to use
yellow sandpaper to alter the ball, an offence which

triggered an outpouring of criticism against the hard-
nosed Australian team. Warner, a dynamic batsman but
a divisive figure in the game, was charged by Cricket
Australia with developing the plot and telling Bancroft
to carry it out.

When questioned about a possible appeal, Warner
said: “That’s something that I will continue to sit down
with my family and weigh up all my considerations
before I make any decisions.” A report yesterday said
Bancroft was set to lodge an appeal and had sought
legal advice ahead of Thursday’s appeals deadline.

‘IT’S INEXCUSABLE’ 
Warner, who struggled to control his emotions dur-

ing his 10-minute media conference, apologised to both
teams, their fans, Cricket Australia and his family,
including his wife Candice who was also crying as she
watched from the media seats.

But when asked for further details of the plot, such
as whether it was his idea, who else was aware and
whether it had happened before, he avoided the ques-
tion. “I am here today to accept my responsibility for
my part and my involvement for what happened in
Cape Town,” Warner said.

“It’s inexcusable, I am deeply sorry. I will do every-
thing I can to earn back the respect of the Australian
public.” Warner, who has played 74 Test since his debut
in 2011, said he would be seeking ways to make charac-
ter changes. Warner, who has been described as the
team’s “attack dog”, was also banned in 2013 after
punching England’s Joe Root in a bar.

“I suppose there is a tiny ray of hope that I may one
day be given the privilege of playing for my country
again, but I am resigned to the fact that may never hap-

pen,” he said. “But in the coming weeks and months I
am going to look at what has happened and who I am
as a man. “To be honest, I am not sure right now how I
will do this, I will seek out advice and expertise to make
serious changes.” Warner called it a “horrible” decision,
adding: “I failed in my responsibilities as vice-captain
of the Australian cricket team.” The fallout from the cri-
sis has seen Warner dumped by sponsors ASICS and
LG. Along with Smith, he has also been ejected from
this year’s Indian Premier League, losing contracts
worth nearly US$2 million each. —AFP
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SYDNEY: Australian cricketer David Warner
listens to a question at a press conference at
the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) in Sydney
yesterday. — AFP

Streak shocked 
by sacking as 
Zimbabwe coach
HARARE: Coach Heath Streak said he was shocked after
Zimbabwe Cricket (ZC) sacked him in a backroom clear-out
in the wake of the team’s failure to qualify for the 2019
World Cup. Streak has been widely praised for improving
the results of the side during his 18 months in charge, and
exits along with his technical team, while captain Graeme
Cremer has also reportedly been axed.

“It is with great regret and shock that I was told by ZC
that myself and my coaching team must resign by 3pm yes-
terday (Friday), failing which we would be fired,” Streak said
in a statement. “I chose not to resign as I believe this to be
degrading to our national players and my technical team. As
a result, we have been dismissed with immediate effect.”

ZC have had a clear-out of all backroom staff amid
reports of financial difficulties, including batting coach
Lance Klusener, Zimbabwe A coach Wayne James and
Under-19 coach Stephen Mangongo, while convener of
selectors Tatenda Taibu has also been axed.

“Thank you to my staff who worked tirelessly, often
going for months unpaid and having had two pay-cuts dur-
ing their tenure, but still had that unwavering professional
commitment,” Streak said. “To Graeme and all the players,
thank you for your patriotism and commitment to our
Chevrons team. I wish you all the very best for the future. I
am deeply saddened that my journey with you ends here.
Hopefully our paths will meet again in future ...”— Reuters

KARACHI: Pakistan’s masters of reverse-swinging
a cricket ball have unanimously defended it as an
“art” which can be achieved without the tampering
that ended in shameful bans for three Australian
players. Steve Smith had to step down as Australia
captain and David Warner as vice captain after
they orchestrated ball-tampering through batsman
Cameron Bancroft in the Cape Town Test against
South Africa last week.

Bancroft was found to have used a piece of
sandpaper in an attempt to alter the condition of
the ball while on the field to create swing for
Australia’s bowlers and deceive the South African
batsmen. Cricket Australia came down hard, hand-
ing a one-year ban each to Smith and Warner and
nine months to Bancroft for sullying the country’s
sporting image.

In Pakistan, an internet meme swept social
media appearing to show legendary pacemen
Imran Khan, Wasim Akram and Waqar Younis smil-
ing over the incident-with a caption that accused
the Australians of being “amateurs” in their efforts
to create reverse swing.

Former Pakistan fast bowler Sarfraz Nawaz —-
widely regarded as a pioneer of reverse swing-
refused to accept the implication that the skill

requires ball-tampering. “This is ridiculous to say
reverse swing is cheating,” Sarfraz told AFP. 

“You can achieve reverse swing without tam-
pering with the ball.  “There is a conventional
swing which is done with the new ball and then
there is reverse swing which is achieved with an
old ball and it has been proved in laboratories that
reverse swing is a scientific phenomenon.”   Sarfraz
took 177 wickets in 55 Tests, including an amazing
nine for 86 against Australia at Melbourne in 1979
that included a spell of seven wickets for a mere
one run in 33 balls.

‘IT WAS AND WILL REMAIN AN ART’ 
“When I passed the art to Imran Khan he devel-

oped it and then taught Wasim Akram and Waqar
Younis, and in those times everyone called it
cheating but when the Englishmen started to
reverse swing it became an art,” said Sarfraz.

“It was and will remain an art, but resorting to
tampering is  cheating and that was what
Australians did to beat South Africa and were
deservedly punished.

“Conventional swing is simple-if the seam is
angled toward the slip fielders it will swing away
from the right-handed batsman, and if the seam is
angled towards the leg side it will swing into the
batsman,” explained Sarfraz.  “Reverse swing is
totally opposite.”

Sarfraz passed the art to Imran, who achieved
more success than his master but also confessed to
ball-tampering by using a bottle top to roughen
one side of the ball.  Asked in a 1994 television
interview whether he would have got 362 Test
wickets had he not tampered with the ball, Imran
replied: “Yes, it’s a misconception that whoever

scratches the ball can get wickets. 
“The whole Sussex team knew I could reverse

swing and I would swing at one end while other
bowlers could not swing it ,” said Imran, who
played for the English county.

‘SULTAN OF SWING’ 
Imran passed the torch to Wasim and Waqar —

regarded as one of international cricket’s most
destructive new-ball pairings. The two ripped
through England’s batsmen on Pakistan’s 1992 tour,
but were also alleged by British media to have
tampered with the ball. Wasim excelled for English
county Lancashire for a decade while Waqar
starred for Glamorgan and Surrey.

“Those al legations were hurtful ,” recal led
Waqar. “Of course, reverse swing can be achieved
without cheating. Nowadays most of the bowlers
do that and get wickets and help their teams win.”

While Wasim-nicknamed the “Sultan of Swing”-
was never caught tampering, Waqar was slapped
with a one-match suspension and fined 50 percent
of his match fee in a tri-series in Sri Lanka in
2000.

Waqar suggested only one brand of cricket ball
should be used in international cricket, saying it
would lead to a fairer contest. “Why do we use dif-
ferent brand of balls in different countries?”
Waqar asked. “In my opinion the Duke ball is the
best and the SG comes close to it. 

They are the best balls for swing so in order to
have uniformity and better swing these balls
should be used everywhere . “This  wi l l  he lp
bowlers and this will also produce better bats-
men. We should so lve the problem and not
indulge in the blame game.” — AFP

Pakistan pioneers 
hail reverse swing as 
‘art’ not ‘cheating’


