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BERLIN: Bayern Munich have sacked coach Carlo Ancelotti in
the wake of their Champions League defeat at the hands of
Paris Saint-Germain, the club announced yesterday. “FC
Bayern Munich have parted company with head coach Carlo
Ancelotti as a result of internal discussions following the 3-0
defeat in the Champions League group stage match at Paris
Saint-Germain,” Bayern said in a statement on their website.

Former player Willy Sagnol, the ex-France international
who had been serving as an assistant to Ancelotti, has been
named interim coach. The 40-year-old has previously coached
Bordeaux in his homeland. But Bayern have also parted com-
pany with four Italian members of Ancelotti’s backroom staff,
including his son Davide. Pressure had already been building
on Ancelotti, 58, with Bayern enduring an inconsistent start to
the season before losing 3-0 to PSG in the French capital on
Wednesday.

After that game the Italian was questioned by German
media about his tactics and team selection, following his deci-
sion to leave Franck Ribery, Arjen Robben and Mats Hummels
on the bench at kick-off. “The performance of our team since
the start of the season did not meet the expectations we put
to them,” said Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge.

“The game in Paris clearly showed that we had to draw
consequences.  (Sporting director) Hasan Salihamidzic and I
had an open and serious discussion with Carlo today and
informed him of our decision.

‘Professional decision’ 
“Carlo is my friend and will remain so, but we had to make

a professional decision in the interests of FC Bayern. I now
expect the team to have a positive development and top
performance, so we can reach our goals for this season.” The
defeat in Paris was Bayern’s heaviest since losing 3-0 away to
Barcelona in the Champions League semi-final first leg in
May 2015.

It was also their heaviest loss in a group game in the com-
petition since a 3-0 reverse in Lyon in March 2001. Bayern are
currently third in the Bundesliga table after six games, three
points behind leaders Borussia Dortmund, before visiting
Hertha Berlin on Sunday. They have not been so far off the
pace at the top of the Bundesliga so early in a season since
2010/11, when Dortmund went on to win the title and
Bayern finished third. Ancelotti led Bayern to a fifth consecu-
tive Bundesliga title last season in his first campaign in charge
after succeeding Pep Guardiola at the Allianz Arena.

However, the Bavarians lost to Real Madrid in the quarter-
finals of the Champions League and to Dortmund in the semi-
finals of the German Cup. Ancelotti has also coached Parma,
Juventus, AC Milan, Chelsea, PSG and Real Madrid, winning
the Champions League three times in his career. Among the
potential replacements being mentioned is Thomas Tuchel,
currently a free agent after leaving Dortmund at the end of
last season. — AFP 

TURIN: Gonzalo Higuain said he was relishing prov-
ing the doubters wrong after coming off the bench
to inspire Juventus to a 2-0 Champions League win
over Olympiakos in Turin. The 29-year-old roared
towards the jubilant home fans in delight, pumped
his chest triumphantly and threw his jersey into the
crowd in the Allianz Stadium after Wednesday
night’s win.

“I don’t let myself be bothered by criticism
whether it be positive or negative,” said the French-
born Argentina player. “The fans really fired me up
before I came on and it was beautiful to see their
delight after I scored, it’s the most beautiful moment

of my career. Massimiliano Allegri’s side needed to
reignite their European campaign after falling 3-0 to
Barcelona two weeks ago.

Higuain had been benched for two consecutive
matches after scoring just two goals this season but
came on as a substitute to score and help set up the
second for Mario Mandzukic. “I didn’t feel under
pressure. I am not disturbed by criticism or insults,
it’s all about having faith in yourself. “I heard people
say I was in crisis for not scoring in two or three
games, that’s good, because obviously they were
accustomed to me scoring in every game.”

Skipper Gianluigi Buffon, who became the first

Italian player to mark 110 Champions League
appearances, praised Higuain’s resilience. “Higuain
deserves it, you can prod him every way possible,
but he has to give the response on the field and he
did that,” said Buffon. Olympiakos-playing just two
days after Takis Lemonis was named new coach suf-
fered their second defeat in a row. “Juventus are one
of the five best teams in Europe and can hope to
reach the final again. We caused them a few prob-
lems and this doesn’t reduce their status in any way,”
he said. Olympiakos next travel to leaders Barcelona
on October 18 with last year’s finalists Juventus host-
ing Sporting Lisbon in Turin. — AFP 

‘Complete’
Mbappe praised 

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe was singled out for praise despite
being the only member of Paris Saint-Germain’s superstar
attack who didn’t score in Wednesday’s big Champions
League win over German giants Bayern Munich. Dani Alves,
Edinson Cavani and Neymar netted as PSG eased to a 3-0 vic-
tory at Parc des Princes to make it two wins from two games
in Group B and take a huge step towards progressing to the
last 16. But Mbappe, with his frightening pace and skill, set up
Cavani’s magnificent strike that made it 2-0 and left David
Alaba for dead as he created Neymar’s goal in the second half.

“Kylian is progressing well. He has great talent and great
desire to help the team grow,” said coach Unai Emery of the
18-year-old, who got the biggest roar of the night from the
45,000 home fans in the French capital when he made way for
Angel di Maria late on. “The idea when we signed him was
that he would help the team grow and the team would help
him grow too. His was a complete performance.”

The French teenager was making just his second appear-
ance at Parc des Princes since arriving from Monaco on an ini-
tial loan deal that will become permanent next year, for a fee
rising to 180 million euros ($211 million) with bonuses. Only
Neymar, at 222 million euros, will have cost more in the histo-
ry of football and along with Cavani, PSG look to have a
potentially Champions League-winning strike force. But they
will need to remain in this form and avoid the kind of tensions
that marred the recent win over Lyon, when Cavani and
Neymar argued over who should take a penalty. “The expecta-
tions on us were big, which is normal after the transfer win-
dow,” Mbappe told Canal Plus. “It’s just the beginning. We
wanted to put in a big performance against a great team and
we did it.” The ‘MCN’ attack have now scored 18 goals
between them this season and they have also made PSG
more adaptable, able to transform into a side that soaks up
pressure before destroying opponents on the break.
“Normally we control games with possession against deep-
lying defences.  Today they defended higher and had the
ball but we controlled the game without it,” said Emery,
whose side have scored eight goals and conceded none in
two European outings. — AFP 

Higuain relishes proving doubters wrong

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Uruguayan forward Edinson
Cavani (R) is congratulated by teammates Paris Saint-
Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe (C) and Paris
Saint-Germain’s Brazilian defender Dani Alves (L) after he
scored a goal during the UEFA Champions League football
match between Paris Saint-Germain and Bayern Munich on
September 27, 2017 at the Parc des Princes stadium. — AFP 

Ancelotti sacked by Bayern Munich

DORTMUND: This file photo taken on August 5, 2017 shows Bayern Munich’s Italian head coach Carlo Ancelotti reacting
during the German Supercup football match final between Borussia Dortmund vs Bayern Munich. — AP 


