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PARK CITY: KC Boutiette could become the oldest
Olympic speedskater since 1924 at age 47 and win a long-
sought medal thanks to a new event, the mass start that
debuts at Pyeongchang. But he might also settle for help-
ing world mass start champion and US teammate Joey
Mantia’s quest for gold if he gets that chance two months
before his 48th birthday. The man who inspired a legion of
inline skaters to Olympic glory when he switched to ice for
the 1994 Games has never won a medal.

Four-time Olympian Boutiette appeared done after a
2006 US team pursuit flop, but came out of retirement in
2014 with eyes on the mass start, where tactics and strate-
gy mix with endurance and closing speed. He took second
last November in Nagano, becoming the oldest World Cup
medalist by claiming his first tour podium since a 10,000m
bronze in February 2004.

“I had a lot of luck on that mass start,” Boutiette said
Wednesday. “I almost 100 percent called it a career. There
are a lot of other things in my life. I want to be a dad and I
want my wife to have her life back.” She said, “It’s only a
year. Keep going.” So he did, saying, “I want to finish on
top. On top doesn’t necessarily mean winning.” Just mak-
ing the team would be a feat. A fall in any of three qualify-
ing races before the team is named in January could
doom his dream, although he will also try his luck at
5,000m. “I can’t lose focus on why I’m skating and that’s
the mass start,” Boutiette said. “If I make a mistake in the
mass start I’m done.” Boutiette would be the oldest
Olympic speedskater since Britain’s Albert Tebbit, 52, was
20th at 5,000m at the inaugural 1924 Winter Olympics in
Chamonix, France. —AFP

PARIS: France will host its first Ryder Cup in a year’s time, but
it seems unlikely that the fans at Le Golf National will have a
home player to cheer as Thomas Bjorn’s Europe bid to regain
the trophy from the United States. France does not have a
golfing history to compare to the British countries, or even
Spain and Germany, having not had a men’s major winner
since Arnaud Massy at the 1907 British Open.

The European Tour has decided to take the biennial tour-
nament to countries that don’t have a strong traditional fan-
base for the sport, with the 2022 matches to be held in Italy.
Alexander Levy is currently France’s highest-ranked player at
77 in the world, but has 22 Europeans ranked above him and
will have to produce a stunning season to join the likes of
Rory McIlroy, Sergio Garcia and Jon Rahm in European colors.

The enigmatic Victor Dubuisson became only the third
French Ryder Cup player with an impressive display in 2014
but has struggled since, having been widely tipped to
become the first Frenchman to play the event twice. National
technical director Christophe Muniesa claimed there was a
“one-in-two chance” of a home player competing at Golf
National, but 2004 Ryder Cup winner Thomas Levet was more
realistic when he put those hopes at “one-in-10”.

“It could happen, as there isn’t a big difference in terms of
level of play between the 50th player in the world and the
300th,” added Levet. Levy, 27, has been France’s best player
over the last few years, and the main reason he isn’t higher in
the rankings is his inconsistency compared to the top players.
He has won four times on the European Tour, including the
China Open in April, while another possible home contender
to qualify for Bjorn’s team is the solid, although far from spec-
tacular, Gregory Bourdy.

Dubuisson in doldrums 
Dubuisson was hailed as the man to boost French golf

when he claimed 2.5 points from three matches as Europe
won the 2014 Ryder Cup at Gleneagles. But the 27-year-old’s
last victory was at the 2015 Turkish Open and he has slipped
to world number 191, his lowest ranking in almost five and a
half years. A former top-20 player, Dubuisson is still his usual
relaxed self.

“You can’t make the Ryder Cup a goal, it’s too random,” he
claimed, but 238th-ranked Bourdy said he is “ultra-motivated”
to qualify. Dane Bjorn is unlikely to give a captain’s pick to a
Frenchman for sentimental reasons alone, as Europe will need
the strongest side possible to have any chance of beating a
formidable American outfit. —AFP

DALLAS: As NFL teams returned to
practice Wednesday, some conversa-
tions turned to football. Not all. The
operative topic remained the demon-
strations of unity each team showed
last weekend in response to remarks
b y  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  T r u m p ,  a n d
what might be ahead. Here’s a sam-
pling of what those clubs are saying
and planning:

MIAMI DOLPHINS
Jay Ajayi joined other NFL players in

their national anthem protest even
though his nationality is British. Ajayi,
born in London, was among at least five
Miami Dolphins to kneel during the
anthem before last week’s game at the
New York Jets. “I’m not into the whole,
‘You’re not American but you’re kneel-
ing for the flag’ thing,” Ajayi said
Wednesday. “Even though you have
people portraying hatred and division, I
wanted to be an example for my family
and a symbol that we’re unified.”

Ajayi said his three siblings, all
younger, are US citizens. He was
inspired to join the anthem protest by
President Trump’s criticism of players
who do so. Coincidentally, Ajayi will play
in his hometown Sunday when the
Dolphins take on the Saints in London.
Will he again take a knee during the
anthem? “I’m not sure,” he said, “but I
think I will.”

GREEN BAY PACKERS
Coach Mike McCarthy said he is

proud of the way his players have han-
dled the decision to lock arms during
the national anthem and ask fans in the
stands and at home to join them.
Packers players said the team would
again stand and intertwine arms on the
sideline during the anthem before the
game Thursday night against the
Chicago Bears. Packers coaches and staff
plan to join the players. “The process
that they’ve gone through, I’m proud of
them,” McCarthy said Wednesday. “The
approach is one of a positive nature, and

that’s definitely the preference. Locking
arms and honoring the flag, I think it’s a
very good thing.”

TENNESSEE TITANS
Wide receiver Eric Decker responded

to a TMZ report of his wife posted on
Instagram that the Titans’ decision to
stay in the locker room was made with-
out his knowledge. Decker says the deci-
sion was made from the franchise’s lead-
ership what to do as a team and he
respects the leadership.

Rishard Matthews didn’t back off his
comments Tuesday that he will kneel
until President Trump apologizes, saying
he said everything he needed. But the
wide receiver says critics of NFL players
protesting are using the military as a dis-
traction, which he called unfortunate.
He has heard from a lot of military peo-
ple he knows supporting him for stand-
ing up for his rights and those with no
voice. “It’s not about the military,”
Matthews said. “It’s about social injus-
tice, and people need to be talking
about that more than the military. I
think they’re just using the military as an
excuse.”

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS
The Kansas City Fraternal Order of

Police Lodge No. 99 has sent a letter
inviting Chiefs cornerback Marcus Peters
to join officers in a community-based
program at Wendall Phillips Elementary
School in Kansas City. The union recent-
ly was awarded a $145,000 grant to
implement the program, designed to
improve the relationship between
police and the community.

The police union’s president, Brad
Lemon, said Peters has not responded
to the letter from earlier this month,
though Chiefs executives said they have
pledged to get involved. Peters began
protesting during the anthem last sea-
son, when he raised his right fist during
its playing in a gesture reminiscent of
the “Black Power” gesture of John Carlos
and Tommie Smith during the 1968

Mexico City Olympics. Peters has spent
this season sitting on the bench during
the anthem. Lemon said that Chiefs
president Mark Donovan said “several
Chiefs players were interested in finding
a way to spend time with police officers
and children involved in our community
outreach program. “We ended the con-
versation with the intention of meeting
soon and putting our efforts together,”
Lemon said.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS
Cornerback Richard Sherman was

unsure how the Seahawks would move
forward with any protests following last
week’s decision to stay in the locker
room during the national anthem. But
Sherman said the show of unity
throughout the league was an impor-
tant moment. “Last week was a pivotal
moment for the league in general to
stand and show continuity, to show
togetherness, to show that we will not
be bullied in a sense by the President of
the United States and his words, and we
will not be divided by those words,”
Sherman said. “I think that was awe-
some.  Each week will be different. I’m
sure guys will do different things. But I
think the message came across and I
think guys are going to look for other
ways to get involved and make a differ-
ence in other ways.”

ATLANTA FALCONS
Coach Dan Quinn expects players to

lock arms, but not kneel, during the
national anthem before Sunday’s game
against Buffalo. Quinn also encouraged
fans to also lock arms during the
anthem. Two Falcons, defensive linemen
Grady Jarrett and Dontari Poe, knelt dur-
ing the anthem before last week’s game
at Detroit. Falcons owner Arthur Blank
joined Quinn and other players in lock-
ing arms while standing. Quinn said he
thinks Jarrett and Poe taking a knee was
a “one-off for us” and the best way “to
show how solid we are” is to have the
team act in unison. —AP 

Teams return to practice, 

unity displays still in focus

DENVER: In this Monday, Oct 24, 2016, file photo, Denver Broncos inside linebacker Brandon Marshall (54) takes a knee
during the national anthem prior to an NFL football game against the Houston Texans. —AP 
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