
Oklahoma City Zoo
says adopted tiger

cub is healthy
OKLAHOMA CITY: A medical checkup shows that a 2-
month-old tiger cub rejected by her mother at the
Philadelphia Zoo is healthy and continuing to make
progress with her adopted family at the Oklahoma City
Zoo. Zoo officials said Wednesday that Zoya and her
brothers Eko, Ramah and Gusti are all doing well. They
still are nursing from their mom, Lola, but are starting
to eat meat.

The cubs have gained popularity from the zoo’s
livestreaming video , which shows them playing, feed-
ing and sleeping indoors. The cubs were expected to
move to an outdoor habitat this month, but the zoo
says a trial run showed they weren’t ready. Instead of
knowing to return with their mother to the den at
night for safety, they stayed outside and had to be
brought in. — AP

GENEVA: Nearly half of the estimated 56
million abortions performed worldwide
every year are unsafe and women in
poor countries face even higher risks due
to US  funding cuts to family planning
programs abroad, health experts said
yesterday.

US President Donald Trump has rein-
stated a policy that requires foreign
NGOs that receive US global family plan-
ning funds to certify that they do not per-
form abortions or provide abortion
advice as a method of family planning.

Worldwide, 25 million unsafe abor-
tions occurred every year between 2010
and 2014, according to a report by the
World Health Organization (WHO) and
the Guttmacher Institute. Some 97 per-
cent of those are in Africa, Asia and Latin
America. “Nearly half of abortions in the
world are unsafe. And that is surprising
because safe abortion is a simple inter-
vention, scientifically speaking,” said Dr
Bela Ganatra of WHO department’s of
reproductive health and research.

“There is an association between
highly restrictive laws and unsafe abor-
tion,” she told a news briefing. All women
and girls need access to sex education
and effective contraception to avoid
unwanted pregnancies and get safe
abortion services if desired, Ganatra said.  

Uruguay, Nepal and Ethiopia have
made safe abortion accessible in recent
years, she added. Ireland plans to hold a
referendum next May or June on
whether it should loosen some of the
world’s strictest abortion laws, Prime
Minister Leo Varadkar said on Tuesday.

Around 88 percent of abortions occur
in developing countries, where contra-
ception is often lacking, said Dr Gilda

Sedgh, principal research scientist at the
Guttmacher Institute, speaking from New
York. Sedgh, asked about the impact of
Trump’s executive order, said it bans US
health assistance to foreign NGOs if they
provide abortion services, counseling or
referrals, “even if they use non-US funds
for those activities”. 

“Funding cuts to USAID, which is the
channel through which family planning
assistance is provided, has also been pro-
posed in the US budget,” she said.

“We don’t have hard evidence yet of
the impact of those policy changes and

proposed budget cuts.”
But a more limited so-called “gag rule”

was imposed by previous Republican
administrations, Sedgh said. Studies indi-
cated that in sub-Saharan Africa this had
led to an increase in abortions after clin-
ics were forced to close.

“So looking ahead,  we can only
speculate based on the past, that it’s
possible that this policy will  again
compromise women’s access to family
planning services and put them at
greater r isk of abortion,  including
unsafe abortions.” —Reuters
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WHO reports 25 million unsafe abortions a
year; expert sees higher risk from US cutbacks 

SYDNEY: An Australian blogger who
faked brain cancer and professed to
have cured the disease with natural
therapies was fined Aus$410,000
(US$320,000) yesterday over the false
claims. The Federal Court in
Melbourne found that Belle Gibson
deceived people when she launched a
popular cookbook and smartphone
app in 2013 asserting she overcame
cancer through alternative treatments,
including Ayurvedic medicine and a
gluten-free diet.

In 2015 she confessed to an
Australian magazine that she lied
about the diagnosis. It also emerged
that she failed to make donations she
had publicly pledged to charity.

“If there is one theme or pattern
which emerges through her conduct, it
is her relentless obsession with herself
and what best serves her interests,”

Justice Debra Mortimer said in handing
down the fine for misleading and
deceptive conduct.

Gibson, 25, who did not attend the
hearing, made some Aus$420,000 from
her book and a popular social media
business, promising much of the earn-
ings to charity.

Mortimer said people bought her
app as they incorrectly believed profits
were going to a good cause. In one of
“the most serious” instances Gibson
promised a week’s earnings to a family
whose child had a brain tumor. “She did
this to encourage members of the pub-
lic to buy her product (The Whole
Pantry app), to generate income for
herself and her company, and generally
to promote herself and her commercial
activities,” the judge said. “She con-
sciously chose to use the terminal ill-
ness of a little boy in this way.” — AFP

Fake Australian cancer
blogger gets hefty fine

OKLAHOMA CITY: Sumatran Tiger Cub, “Gusti” is
examined by Dr Gretchen Cole, zoo veterinarian, dur-
ing a wellness exam in Oklahoma City, Wednesday,
Sept 27, 2017. — AP


