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As it usually happens, my tastes grew more varied
the older I got. The ‘Harry Potter’ series was becoming
a global phenomenon after the first two movies
released out and Peter Jackson’s ‘Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King” had just won 11 Oscars, the
first for a fantasy film. Before I watched any of those
movies, I decided to read their respected novels first.
LOTR and Harry Potter subsequently got me heavily
invested into the fantasy and adventure genre and I
left my love for horror and thriller stories in the box
we kept our old ‘Goosebumps’ in...  but not for long.
On one of the countless nights I’ve spent rummaging
through my Dad’s enormous book collection, I came
across a faded blue covered novel that looked intrigu-
ing. I still have that novel on my bookshelf to this day -
it was Stephen King’s ‘Misery’. It was the novel that
cemented my love not only for reading but for stories
themselves. It also began a journey through the world
of the crazy, mad, genius that is Stephen King.  

King’s works have accompanied me in almost
every stage of my life, through the confusing days of
high school, the crazy years of college and beyond.
During all those years, I watched quite a lot of his big
and small screen adaptations. But up until this last
month I’ve never seen the words ‘Based on a novel by
Stephen King’ on the big cinema screen. ‘The Dark
Tower’ and ‘It’ both released almost a month after
each other and the results have been...disappointing
to say the least - majorly disappointing. 

The Dark Farce 
I  could only come to one conclusion when I

stumbled out of the cinema after watching ‘The
Dark Tower’, that conclusion was - ‘That was easily
the worse cinema experience I ’ve ever  had’ .
Dethroning ‘Suicide Squad’ in that dishonorable list,
‘The Dark Tower’ was the epitome, the amalgama-
tion of  everything that  plagues big budget
Hollywood studio productions.  

The film’s script had been rejected on multiple
occasions and no amount of rewrites or support
from acclaimed directors managed to get the green
light on this ambitious project. Adapting a imagina-
tive, strange and epic source material like the ‘Dark
Tower Saga’ was a tremendous challenge no matter
how you went about it. Finally after a decade of
rejection, Sony Pictures finally got the rights and set
to work immediately.  No doubt hungry for an
opportunity to take advantage of the Stephen King
revival other studios and production houses were
latching on to.  

When they bestowed the role of the iconic gun-
slinger ‘Roland Deschain’ to Idris Elba it was hard not
to get excited even with the knowledge of Sony
Picture’s abysmal track record on adapting beloved

source materials. However when the trailer finally
dropped, my heart sank. It looked cliched, tonally-con-
fused and absolutely nothing like the novels. The final
product is the trailer but magnified by a hundred.

It was a train-wreck, a horrible accident my eyes
could scarce believe. It was barely an adaptation; it
was more a cruel joke, a farcical imitation with a few
names and places from the books thrown in. They
clearly thought it would appease those fans that were
simply happy to see the saga finally on the big screen
(or any screen for that matter) but for me, that drove
the insult even further home. I was thankful to have
watched it alone because if I went with friends, I
would have felt embarrassed telling them I read the
books this was supposedly based on. 

I usually feel the need to pen a review for films that
affect me so...personally. But in this case I chose to
erase it from my memory. I avoided thinking about it
and speaking about it, I simply denied its existence.
That is until now. So if you’re looking for an in-depth
explanation for why ‘The Dark Tower’ was as bad as
I’m claiming it to be, I implore you to look elsewhere.
Bits and pieces of the film still linger in some part of
my brain which stores all my traumatic memories and
I would like to keep them there. 
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G
rowing up, I was obsessed with horror novellas. It began with RL Stine’s ‘Goosebumps’ and continued with
copycat author in between. I devoured those stories in a day or two and groped for the next one as soon as I
finished. The stories varied in quality but no matter how good or bad they were - I loved going over every

minute detail in them. At one point, I use to narrate abridged versions of entire ‘Goosebump’ books to a friend in
school who was interested in the story but not interested in actually reading any of them. 

(From left to right) Screenshots from ‘Stand By Me’, ‘The Shining’, ‘Carrie’ and ‘Misery’. 


