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Berge’s enduring devotion 
“Unlike many other designers Saint Laurent began

systematically archiving his work in the early 1960s —
encouraged by Berge-and so we can follow the evolu-
tion of each item,” said a spokesman for the museum,
which holds a treasury of 5,000 prototypes for his cre-
ations. Other rooms in the museum are given over to
Saint Laurent’s inspiration and the “imaginary voyages”
his collections often took to Asia, Africa and most
famously Russia. But other than his sojourns in Morocco-
which reminded him of his native Algeria where he was
born in 1936 while it was still French-the designer was
not much of a traveller.

With Berge he built up a considerable art collection
and he borrowed liberally from artists like Picasso,
Matisse and Van Gogh, most famously with his Mondrian
dress, which became an instant pop icon when it hit the
catwalk in 1965. Berge always believed that Saint
Laurent-who had begun his career by stepping into the
shoes of Christian Dior when he was just 21 — was noth-

ing less than an exceptional artist, calling him “the great-
est designer of the second half of the 20th century”.

Having “spent all my life helping Yves Saint Laurent
build his work, which I want to last”, Berge died earlier
this month, just weeks before the museums opened.

His husband, the American landscape artist Madison
Cox-whom he married this summer-told AFP that “10
days before he died he told me that ‘I am going to die
totally at peace’, and I think that was true. He was a very
determined man and he had put everything in place.”
Cox said the museums were also a tribute to Berge’s
work supporting and protecting the fragile Saint
Laurent, who was haunted by drug and drink addictions.
“Of course I and the whole team are profoundly sad that
he will not be here,” added Cox, who now heads the
pair’s charitable foundation. “But he would have wanted
that we go on.” — AFP Vice-president of the Foundation Berge-Saint Laurent and husband of late co-

founder of fashion house Yves Saint-Laurent, Pierre Berge, Madison Cox, pos-
es for photographs at the new Yves Saint Laurent museum, located in the his-
torical building of his fashion house on avenue Marceau in Paris.
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Models present creations by Manish Arora during the women’s 2018 Spring/Summer ready-to-wear collection fashion show in Paris, yesterday. — AFP photos


