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BEIJING: In this file photo, North Korean performers entertain customers at the Okryugwan restaurant in Beijing. — AP

BEIJING: China yesterday ordered North
Korean-owned businesses to close, cut-
ting foreign revenue for the isolated
North under UN sanctions imposed over
its nuclear and missile programs. China
is North Korea’s main trading partner,
making Beijing’s cooperation essential
to the success of sanctions aimed at
stopping the North’s pursuit of weapons
technology. China, long North Korea’s
diplomatic protector, has gone along
with the latest penalties out of growing
frustration with leader Kim Jong Un’s
government.

North Korean businesses and ven-
tures with Chinese partners must close
within 120 days of the UN Security
Council’s Sept 11 approval of the latest
sanctions, according to the Ministry of
Commerce. That would be early January.
North Korean companies operate restau-
rants and other ventures in China, help-
ing to provide the North with foreign
currency. North Korean laborers work in
Chinese factories and other businesses.

Also yesterday China’s foreign min-
istry appealed for dialogue to defuse the
increasingly acrimonious dispute
between US President Donald Trump’s
government and North Korea. “The
Korean Peninsula nuclear issue is related
to regional peace and stability,” ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said. “Breaking the
deadlock requires all relevant parties to
show their sincerity.” China, one of five
permanent Security Council members
with veto power, supports the latest
sanctions but doesn’t want to push
North Korea too hard for fear Kim’s gov-
ernment might collapse.

Chinese leaders argue against doing
anything that might hurt ordinary North
Koreans. They agreed to the latest sanc-
tions after the United States toned
down a proposal for a total ban on oil
exports to the North. Chinese officials
complain their country bears the cost of

enforcing sanctions, which have hurt
businesses in its northeast that trade
with the North. The latest round of UN
sanctions bans member countries from
operating joint ventures with North
Korea, most of which are in China.

They also ban sales of natural gas to
North Korea and purchases of the
North’s textile exports, another key rev-
enue source. They order other nations to
limit fuel supplies to the North. China,
which provides the bulk of North
Korea’s energy supplies, announced
Saturday it would cut off gas and limit
shipments of refined petroleum prod-
ucts, effective Jan 1. It made no mention

of crude oil, which makes up the bulk of
Chinese energy supplies to North Korea
and is not covered by the UN sanctions.

China also has banned imports of
North Korean coal, iron and lead ore,
and seafood since early September. On
Thursday, the Ministry of Commerce
defended its recent imports of North
Korean coal, saying they were permitted
by UN sanctions. A ministry spokesman,
Gao Feng, said imports that were report-
ed in August trade data were allowed by
a “grace period” for goods that arrived
before the UN ban took effect. The
imports are “in line with the (UN) resolu-
tion,” Gao said. — AP
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SEOUL: North Korea yesterday accused
US President Donald Trump of exploit-
ing Otto Warmbier’s death, calling the
US president an “old lunatic” for alleging
that the American student was tortured
while in Pyongyang’s custody. In a state-
ment issued by the official KCNA news
agency, North Korea’s foreign ministry
attacked the US for “luring and pushing”
the 22-year-old student into breaking
the country’s laws.

“Trump and his clique, for their anti-
DPRK propaganda, are again exploiting
the death of Otto Warmbier,  an
American college student who had
been under reform through labor for
the criminal act he committed against
the DPRK and died after returning to the
US,” it said, using the acronym for the
North’s official name. Warmbier, who
was visiting the North as a tourist in
January 2016 when he was arrested and
imprisoned by the regime, died in June
this year, just days after he was released
from custody and sent home in a myste-
rious coma.

In the statement, the North accused
“an anti-DPRK conspiracy organization
in the US” of sending Warmbier to the
country on a criminal “mission”. “The
fact that the old lunatic Trump and his
riff-raff slandered the sacred dignity of
our supreme leadership, using bogus
data full of falsehood and fabrications,
only serves to redouble the surging
hatred of our army and people towards
the US and their will to retaliate thou-
sand-fold,” it said. The statement came
after a US medical examiner said
Warmbier had shown no obvious signs
of torture despite assertions by his par-
ents and Trump.

His parents, in a series of American
television interviews Tuesday, said their
son showed signs of torture, including
teeth that appeared to have been
“rearranged” and hands and feet that
were disfigured.  “They kidnapped Otto,
they tortured him, they intentionally
injured him. They are not victims, they
are terrorists,” Fred Warmbier said on
the program “Fox and Friends”. — AFP
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Two Malaysian teens charged 

with murder over school fire

KUALA LUMPUR: Two Malaysian teenagers were charged with
murder yesterday in connection with a fire that killed 23 chil-
dren and teachers at an Islamic school this month. The pair,
who cannot be named because they are aged under 18, were
also charged with drug abuse along with four other suspects.
Police arrested seven suspects, all aged 12 to 18, after the blaze-
the country’s worst for two decades-that gutted the school on
September 14 in the capital Kuala Lumpur. The seventh suspect
was released for lack of evidence, state prosecutors said.

Twenty-one students, all boys aged six to 16, and two
teachers died as the inferno engulfed the religious school’s
dormitory just before dawn. Malaysian police believe the fire
was deliberately started using gas canisters after the suspects
had a disagreement with the school’s pupils. The building’s
only exit was blocked by fire and the windows were barred
with security grilles, preventing escape. State prosecutor
Othman Abdullah said the suspects will be back in court on
November 28.

Journalists were not allowed inside the courtroom and
Othman did not give further details. Although adult murder
convictions in Malaysia come with a mandatory death penalty,
a senior minister confirmed earlier that juveniles cannot be sen-
tenced to death, but can face jail time. The blaze focused atten-
tion on religious schools in Malaysia, where many Muslims send
their children to study the Koran but which are not regulated
by education authorities and have faced criticism for being
unsafe.  About 60 percent of Malaysia’s population of more
than 30 million are Muslim Malays, and the country is also
home to substantial ethnic and religious minorities.—AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: This file photo shows Malaysian Muslims
carrying the coffin of a victim of the Darul Quran
Ittifaqiyah religious school fire for burial at Raudhatul
Sakinah cemetery in Kuala Lumpur. — AFP

More than 120,000 flee 

rumbling Bali volcano

KARANGASEM, Indonesia: More than 122,000 people have
fled their homes on the resort island of Bali, fearful that a rum-
bling volcano could erupt at any time, disaster officials said.
Mount Agung, 75 kilometers from the resort hub of Kuta, has
been shaking since August and threatening to erupt for the
first time since 1963 — a potential blow to the country’s lucra-
tive tourism industry. Officials at an evacuation centre in
Klungkung district said 122,490 people had left their homes,
taking refuge at nearly 500 makeshift shelters or moving in
with relatives.

Around 62,000 people lived in the danger zone before the
evacuations, according to Indonesia’s disaster mitigation
agency, but residents just outside the area have also left their
homes out of fear. Despite the significant increase in estimat-
ed evacuees, the government said it was prepared. “In general
the evacuation is going well, the logistics supply is sufficient
for the evacuees’ needs,” Sutopo Purwo Nugroho, the agency
spokesman, said yesterday.

This week Indonesia’s national disaster agency has sent
face masks, mattresses, blankets and tents for evacuees, who
have also been provided with food. Five mobile sirens have
been installed in the danger zone to warn residents in the
event of an eruption. Around 10,000 animals have also been
evacuated from the flanks of the volcano. Officials estimate
there are at least 30,000 cows within a 12-kilometre radius of
the mountain’s summit, and efforts to relocate them are
ongoing. “We’ve set a target to evacuate 20,000 more cows
from the affected areas,” Nugroho said. — AFP


