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LONG BEACH: US Navy veteran Mohammed Jahanfar has
traveled overseas four times in the last year to visit his
Iranian fiancee, most recently hoping to complete govern-
ment paperwork that would allow her to come live with
him in the United States. But the 39-year-old now fears
they will be forever separated after President Donald
Trump’s administration rolled out new restrictions block-
ing most Iranians from traveling to America. The new
restrictions covering citizens of Chad, Iran, Libya, North
Korea, Somalia, Syria, and Yemen - and some Venezuelan
government officials and their families - are to go into
effect Oct 18.

“It is devastating,” said Jahanfar, who works as a sales-
man in Long Beach, California, and has lived in the United
States for three decades. “There should be no reason why
my fiancÈe, who is an educated person in Iran, who has a
master’s degree, why we cannot be with each other. I can-
not wrap my head around it.” This is the Trump adminis-
tration’s third measure to limit travel following a broad
ban that sparked chaos at US airports in January and a
temporary order issued months later that was challenged
in the courts and expired last weekend.

Jahanfar is among 385,000 Iranian immigrants in the
United States, according to the Census Bureau, more than
any of the other countries covered by the travel restric-
tions issued last weekend.

The US has a many-layered history with Iran, a Middle
Eastern ally until the pro-American shah was overthrown
by the Islamic Revolution of 1979. The shah came to the
US and so did tens of thousands of other Iranians. Now,
the US and Iranian governments have no diplomatic rela-
tions. Even so, many Iranians and Iranian-Americans have
been able to regularly travel back and forth and kept close
family relations. —AP

HAVANA: Months of investigations
into so-called sonic attacks on
American diplomats in Cuba, which
have soured Washington-Havana rela-
tions for most of the past year, have
turned up nothing. Cuba said last week
it found no evidence to support US
claims that several American diplomats
in Havana were harmed in what US
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson called
surreptitious “health attacks.” In a saga
seemingly ripped from the pages of a
Cold War spy novel, at least 21 US offi-
cials and a smaller number of
Canadians have received treatment for
a variety of symptoms including brain
trauma and hearing loss.

Questions linger over whether they
are the result of targeted attacks, sabo-
tage, or an accident. Suspicions were
first aroused in late 2016, but
Washington waited until August 2017
to announce that several of its

embassy employees had fallen victim
to mystery health problems that
remain unexplained. US officials have
told reporters they believe some kind
of inaudible sound weapon was used
on its staff either inside or outside their
residences in Havana. The labor union
representing US diplomats said their
diagnoses of those treated included
mild traumatic brain injury and perma-
nent hearing loss.

No coincidence  
On September 14, the number of

employees affected was 21, with the
latest incident being reported last
month, US officials said, adding that
monitoring of their staff in Havana
was ongoing. A source close to the
Canadian embassy told AFP that
more than f ive famil ies had been
affected, including several children,
but  that  none of  those cases

appeared to be serious. Washington
expelled two Cuban diplomats in May
and Tillerson raised the possibility of
closing the US mission. 

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodriguez Parrilla warned against that
move, saying: “It would be unfortunate
if a matter of this nature is politicized.”
“With so many families affected at the
same time, it’s not trivial,” said the
source close to the embassy. “It cannot
be a coincidence.” Using an inaudible
sound device for a stealth attack “is
quite plausible from a technical point
of view,” said Denis Bedat, a specialist
in bio-electromagnetics. 

“Ultrasonic waves, beyond the
acoustic capacity of humans, can be
broadcast with an amplifier, and the
device does not need to be large, or
used inside or outside a house,” the
French expert said. He cited the exam-
ple of the Active Denial System (ADS),

an anti-riot gun used by US police
forces that pulses out electromagnetic
waves that produces a sudden unbear-
able burning sensation.

Rumors abound   
It is unclear who would have carried

out such an attack, and for what ends.
Numerous observers doubt that Cuba
would risk antagonizing its neighbors
at the end of 2016 — when relations
between the former Cold War enemies
were thawing, before they deteriorated
under President Donald Trump.
Likewise Canada, the biggest source of
big-spending tourists to Cuba.
According to Canadian diplomats,
Ottawa does not suspect senior Cuban
officials of involvement. Rumors are rife
on both sides of the Florida Strait,
including a plot by rogue Cuban agents
aiming to derail rapprochement with
Washington. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: Social media giant
Twitter will visit Capitol Hill yesterday as
part of the House and Senate investiga-
tions into Russian interference in the
2016 elections. Twitter’s closed-door
meetings with staff follow similar briefin-
gs from Facebook earlier this month, and
the House and Senate panels have invit-
ed both tech giants, along with Google,
to appear at public hearings this fall. The
committees are scrutinizing the spread of
false news stories and propaganda on
social media, to what extent Russia was
involved and whether anyone in the
United States helped target those stories.

Unlike Facebook, which has said pho-
ny accounts on its platform attempted to
stir up divisiveness in the election, Twitter
has remained mostly silent. The two
social media companies have different
types of platforms, as Twitter allows users
to register anonymously and has more
public accounts than Facebook. Many
lawmakers have expressed concerns
about the proliferation of anonymous
“bots” on Twitter and their potential to
spread misinformation. Virginia Sen.
Mark Warner, the top Democrat on the
Senate intelligence panel, said
Wednesday that he hopes Twitter will be
forthcoming.

“They have obviously a different busi-
ness model, and also they’ve never tried
to prevent fake accounts, use of bots,”
Warner said, comparing the company to
Facebook. “They don’t deny they have
allowed more anonymity. So they’ve got
a different business model, we’ve got dif-
ferent questions for them.” Still, Warner
said, the investigation is ultimately up to
how people manipulated both of those
platforms. “People deserve to know,”
Warner said.

Retweeted 
Twitter last week confirmed that offi-

cials would be meeting with the Senate
panel and issued a statement pledging to
improve defenses on its platform.
“Twitter deeply respects the integrity of
the election process, a cornerstone of all

democracies, and will continue to
strengthen our platform against bots and
other forms of manipulation that violate
our Terms of Service,” the company said
in a statement. Staff on both panels are
likely to ask Twitter about the bots, and
also about some of the potential vulnera-
bilities in terms of tracing potential for-
eign intrusions. 

There have been concerns among
some lawmakers that the company does-
n’t move quickly enough to remove posts
and isn’t able to track the original post-
ings that were spread and retweeted.
Twitter, Facebook and Google haven’t yet
said whether they will accept the invita-
tions to testify publicly before both intelli-
gence committees. The House intelli-
gence committee is planning to hold a
hearing in October and the Senate intelli-
gence committee has invited witnesses to
appear on Nov 1. 

Rep. Adam Schiff of California, the rank-
ing Democrat on the House Intelligence
Committee, confirmed the House invitation
in an interview with the AP, though he not-
ed a date had not yet been set. The details
of the invitation from the Senate intelli-
gence committee were confirmed by two
people familiar with the panel’s interactions

with the companies. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss the private
invitations.

Trolls 
The companies have some incentive

to comply, as Warner and Minnesota Sen.
Amy Klobuchar have said they are prepar-
ing legislation that would enhance trans-
parency for online political ads and
require social media companies to keep a
public file of election ads and communi-
cations. The bill would also ask companies
to “make reasonable efforts” to ensure
that election ads are not purchased
directly or indirectly by a foreign national.

Warner said it’s his “hope and expec-
tation” that the companies would work
with him on the legislation, which he
called “probably the lightest touch possi-
ble.” Congress so far has been reluctant
to regulate social media companies. But
Warner and Klobuchar started working
on the legislation as Facebook acknowl-
edged that the hundreds of phony
Facebook accounts, likely run from
Russia, spent about $100,000 on ads
aimed at stirring up divisive issues such
as gun control and race relations during
the 2016 campaign. —AP
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PHILADELPHIA: This file photo shows the Twitter app on a mobile phone in
Philadelphia.—AP

TURKEY: This photo provided by US Navy veteran
Mohammed Jahanfar shows Jananfar and his fiancee
Neda Hosseini in Bodrum, Turkey.—AP


