
CAPITALS: A Kuwaiti MP said on Wednesday that closer ties
with Switzerland would prove beneficial to both countries in
more ways than one.  Dr Humoud Al-Khodeir made the remarks
after the conclusion of a meeting between Kuwaiti and Swiss
lawmakers.

He said that he was impressed with the progress the
European federal republic has made in scientific research, some-
thing Kuwaiti scientists can learn from.  The Kuwaiti parliamen-
tarian hailed Switzerland as an academic powerhouse, encour-
aging his compatriot students to seek higher education in
Switzerland. Khodeir added that it was imperative to allow both
nations the opportunity to share knowledge and experience in
various educational fields. The Kuwaiti delegation was on an
official visit to Switzerland from 25-27 September, with a group

that included MPs Askar Al-Anezi,  Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie,
Muhammad Al-Huwaila and Hamoud Al-Khudair.

Separately, a Kuwaiti parliamentary friendship delegation
headed by MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri met on Wednesday Speaker
of the Dutch House of Representatives Khadija Arib, said
Kuwait’s embassy in the Hague yesterday. According to the
embassy’s statement, the Kuwaiti delegation discussed ways to
strengthen parliamentary relations between the two countries
and exchange of experiences in various fields.

The two sides discussed regional and international issues of
common interest, with emphasis on the joint efforts to restore
peace and security to the region and fight terrorism. At the end
of the meeting, MP Al-Muwaizri handed the Speaker of the
Dutch House of Representatives an invitation from Kuwait’s

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.
In other news, Kuwaiti Ambassador to Malaysia Saad Al-

Asousi delivered yesterday an invitation from His Highness the
Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah to his Malaysian counterpart Najib Razak. Ambassador
Asousi said that the letter also included an invitation for the
Malaysian Prime Minister to deliver a speech at a forum geared
towards knowledge economy in Kuwait early 2018. Ambassador
Asousi said that he handed the invitation letter to the Malaysian
Foreign Ministry. He added that Malaysia was one of the leading
nations in the field of knowledge economy, affirming that
Razak’s input will be of valuable importance. — KUNA

9L o c a l
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2017

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) regional bloc marked its 50th
foundation anniversary Wednesday night with
exhibitions, fashion and cultural shows, plus
food delicacies of these countries. The event
was held at the Jumeirah Hotel in Messillah,
and was attended by various ambassadors,
dignitaries from ASEAN and others. ASEAN
chairmanship is currently being held by the
Philippines, and therefore the Ambassador of
the Philippines Renato Villa has acted as its
gracious host this year. In addition to the
Philippines, ASEAN countries comprise the
Kingdom of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore and
Thailand. If economies are combined from all
10 ASEAN member states, the ASEAN bloc

would be the seventh largest in the world, and
the upward trend continues. According to
Ambassador Villa, ASEAN countries have a
combined GDP of $2.3 trillion. “If ASEAN is
considered a single country, we are the sev-
enth largest economy in the world,” he said in
a speech after inaugurating the event. “ASEAN
is a free market. We can freely move our prod-
ucts, capitals, skills and services. Our popula-
tion combined is 625 million. We are a people-
centered ASEAN community, united and have
a common identity,” he added. 

Ambassador Villa mentioned that all the
ASEAN member states have excellent ties and
strategic cooperation and alliances with the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, not
to mention the inclusive growth in bilateral
trade, growing opportunities for investment,
food and environment. “We have come to

realize that we can achieve more and be more
influential if we are united and act as one
rather than individually. The collective capaci-

ties and synergies of ASEAN shall continue to
accumulate and engage partnership with oth-
er countries, especially those that are extend-
ing friendships with us, just like what we have
been doing for 50 years,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Khaled Sulaiman Al-Jarallah,
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister, said that
GCC states recognized the growing influence
of ASEAN countries. “The success of economic
integration among ASEAN countries has sent
strong inputs to the GCC countries,” he said.
“ASEAN countries are among the most impor-
tant trading partners of the GCC today. The
rate of the trade between GCC and ASEAN has
increase rapidly to about $127 billion.” Jarallah
thanked the ASEAN bloc and the ambassa-
dors, and also congratulated the Philippines
for the successful chairmanship of the ASEAN
bloc this year. 

ASEAN seventh largest economy in the world, says envoy  
ASEAN celebrate 50th foundation ’versary 

KUWAIT: ASEAN ambassadors cut the ceremonial cake with Khaled Al-Jarallah,
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Khaled Al-Jarallah, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister tours the booth of ASEAN
states.

Philippines Ambassador Renato Villa
delivers his speech.

Kuwaiti lawmaker says Swiss scientific success sets example 
Kuwaiti, Dutch delegation discuss bolstering ties

Kuwait reiterates
support to ‘one Iraq’

KUWAIT: An official source at the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry
on Wednesday reaffirmed the country’s initial stance in
support of ‘one Iraq’ with its independence, sovereignty,
security and stability. The source hoped that the recent
independence referendum in Iraqi Kurdistan would not
impact Iraq’s great efforts to liberate its territories from
terrorism, and the so-called Islamic State (IS).

The source expressed conviction that “brothers” in
Baghdad and Irbil realize the immensity of the challenges
and the difficult stage their nation, and the region, are
going through. This is likely to help them contain any neg-
ative repercussions that might come out of the vote, with-
in the framework of the Iraqi Constitution and the unity of
the country, to maintain a free, secure, stable and unified
Iraq, the source concluded. — KUNA

Members of the Kuwaiti and Dutch delegation meet on Wednesday.


