
S PORTS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

NAIROBI: Olympic marathon champion Eliud Kipchoge claimed yester-
day to be the man to beat at this month’s Berlin marathon as he aims to
set a new world record.  The 32-year-old Kenyan will line up against
compatriot and former world record holder Wilson Kipsang
and Ethiopian great Kenenisa Bekele in one of the most
competitive fields in recent years.  The race on
September 24 is over a flat course where six world
records have been broken in the last decade. “I
expect a stiff competition from the two guys. All
three of us are at the top of our game right now,
but at the end of the race there will be only one
winner,” Kipchoge told AFP ahead of the Berlin
race.  He said he intends to beat the current world
record of 2:02:57 set in Berlin three years ago by fel-
low Kenyan, Dennis Kimetto. —AFP

BERLIN: The Bundesliga looks set to follow the example of England’s Premier
League by voting to shorten the transfer window, with German Football
League (DFL) chief Reinhard Rauball proposing changes. Germany’s 36 pro-

fessional clubs are set to hold a vote at their general
assembly in December and Rauball wants the Bundesliga

clubs to agree to close the transfer window before the
season starts. Last week, the English Premier League
clubs voted to shut the 2018 close-season window
before the start of the 2018-19 campaign in a move
that sparked approval across the European game.
Now Rauball is hoping the German clubs will do the

same. Currently, the season in Germany starts in mid-
August and the transfer window closes on the last day

of the month, which can unsettle squads with
players coming and going with fixtures
already underway. —AP

LONDON: European football’s governing body UEFA has opened disci-
plinary proceedings against Celtic following a pitch invasion during
their Champions League tie against Paris Saint-Germain. A supporter
raced onto the Parkhead pitch late in the first half on Tuesday with the
hosts 3-0 down and darted towards 18-year-old superstar Kylian Mbappe.
He aimed a fresh-air kick at the former Monaco striker but failed to make
contact before being whisked away by stewards. Celtic have been
charged with a count of “field invasion” and will have their case heard by
the UEFA Control, Ethics and Disciplinary Body on October 19, a UEFA
statement said. Celtic have already been fined 11 times in less than six
years over fan behaviour issues ranging from pro-IRA chants to fireworks,
crowd disturbances and illicit banners. PSG have also been charged after
their fans were accused of breaking seats at Celtic Park and will have their
matter addressed at the same hearing as Celtic. Celtic manager Brendan
Rodgers expressed his frustration with Tuesday night’s incident and said
the Parkhead club would take its own action. —AFP
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FORMULA ONE

SINGAPORE: Lewis Hamilton will aim to plunge
a dagger into Sebastian Vettel’s world title ambi-
tions by upsetting his expected march to victory
in Singapore-two weeks after ruining Ferrari’s
anniversary celebrations at Monza. Hamilton is
distinctly second favourite against his title rival
at the twisting, turning and stiflingly hot Marina
Bay street circuit,  which plays to Ferrari ’s
strengths and where Vettel has won four of the
nine races.

But an unexpected victory for the Mercedes
driver, who edged to the front of the standings
by just three points with his wire-to-wire win in
Italy, would set alarm bells ringing at Ferrari. The
Italian team will be smarting after Hamilton’s
crushing triumph at their home circuit this
month-spoiling their 70th anniversary party, and
earning boos on the podium from irate fans.

Another disappointment on Sunday in
Singapore, the 14th of 20 races and the unoffi-
cial start of the title run-in, would deflate opti-
mism of Ferrari’s first world title in a decade.
Ferrari’s downforce is a key weapon at the 23-
corner street circuit, whose lack of long straights
traditionally nullifies Mercedes’ high-speed
advantage and puts overtaking at a premium.

Mercedes chief Toto Wolff said the German
marque faced a difficult weekend but he will
take heart from the fact that in five of the last
seven seasons, the winning driver in Italy also
took the chequered flag in Singapore. “So far this
year, we have seen the pendulum swing accord-
ing to circuit type. On the surface, Singapore is
the kind of circuit that should favour both Ferrari
and Red Bull,” said Wolff. 

“Both have shown strong performance on
low-speed circuits demanding maximum down-
force, and we have found life more difficult at
those places in 2017.”

HEART AND PASSION 
But Wolff added: “We have made good

progress in understanding what we need to do
in order to get the most from the chassis... It’s a
weekend when every part of the team needs to
be at its best if you wish to score a strong finish. 

“We will aim to put all the pieces of the puz-
zle together and finish strongly.” Hamilton’s blis-
tering form in qualifying this year, which saw
him take a world-record 69th pole position in
Monza, also gives Mercedes a chance. All but
two of the races in Singapore have been won
from pole and Hamilton is on a roll, having won
three of the last four grands prix.

The three-time world champion Hamilton,
who penned a poetic tribute to mark 20 years
since the death of Princess Diana, was also
moved to wax lyrical about his performances
behind the wheel. “I definitely feel like I have
found more heart and passion within myself in
the last three or four races,” he said at Monza.

“Silverstone was an empowering weekend
and that has kind of sparked a forest fire in me
and that is hopefully reflecting in my driving.
“While I feel like I always drive with my heart-my
heart is really the engine, the power and the
force behind what I do-my mind is like the rud-
der, and I feel like it has been steering me in the
right direction.”

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo will also approach
the weekend with confidence after reaching
the podium on his last three trips to Singapore.
“(It’s) one of our best chances of a win in the
second half of the season,” said the Australian,
who won in Azerbaijan and lies fourth in the
standings. — AFP

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank congratulates Zaid Ashkanani, winner of second posi-
tion at the Porsche Mobil 1 Super Cup 2017 Monza, which took place in
Italy earlier this month. Competing under MRS-GT racing, with Kuwait and
the Kuwaiti flag prominently displayed on his car, he completed the 14
laps in 27:52:530.   

Ashkanani was received by senior management at Gulf Bank’s head
office to congratulate him on his accomplishment. Hailing the success
achieved by this young Kuwaiti, Ms Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant General
Manager of Corporate Communications at Gulf Bank, said: “We are
extremely proud of the success achieved by Zaid Ashkanani. His thrilling
second place finish at the Porsche Mobil 1 Super Cup Monza fills us with a
sense of pride.  He and his family have been loyal Gulf Bank customers, and
we have watched his dedication and determination over the years.  Seeing
him make an impact on the international scene is a great moment for all of
Kuwait. We wish Zaid all the best in his racing career and we look forward
to his next accomplishments.”

Ashkanani said: “It was my goal of the season to finish on the podium.
At times we had some bad luck, but the team and my family never
stopped believing in me.  I also thank Gulf Bank for welcoming me and rec-
ognizing my achievement.”

Ashkanani began his career at the Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Middle
East in 2012 and hassince taken part in several exciting rounds of Porsche
Super Cup, Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Middle East, Porsche Carrera Cup,
GP3 Series, ADAC Formel Masters, as well as the British Formula Ford
Championship. Now in its 25-year, the Porsche Mobil 1 Super Cup is
organized by Porsche AG and to ensure all competitors have the same
chance to win, all racers compete in identical vehicles based on the sev-

enth generation of the 911 GT3 Cup. The Porsche Super Cup is part of the
FIA 1 World Championship and takes place at 21 different racing circuits
around the globe.  It is always one of the most competitive and thrilling
of the worldwide Porsche one-make series.  Youth empowerment forms
an important part of Gulf Bank’s corporate social responsibility strategy
and suppor ting youth has always been one of the Bank ’s core
values.TheBank also gives special importance to sports and maintaining
healthy lifestyle, something which is clearly reflected in its initiatives and
activities it conducts or sponsors. 
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SINGAPORE: Formula One chief Chase
Carey challenged the “spectacular”
Singapore Grand Prix to keep improving
yesterday as he made positive noises
about striking a new deal to retain the
glittering night race.

Carey refused to discuss talks about
the future of the street race, which snakes
past the city’s landmarks and skyscrapers
and is in the final season of its second
five-year contract. But Carey, speaking at
the All That Matters conference ahead of
Sunday’s Singapore Grand Prix, was high-
ly complimentary of the event, suggest-
ing that F1 is unwilling to let it go.

“I think it’s great,” the F1 chief execu-
tive and chairman said of Singapore,
which was the first race he attended
after America’s Liberty Media sealed its
deal to take over the sport last year. “Last
year was the first time I was here and I
thought it was spectacular.  You can nev-
er rest on your laurels, so I think you’ve
got to continue to find ways to make it

fresh, make it new, so I think we have to
continue to work. If you’re standing still,
you’re going backwards.

“But I think Singapore, with such a
spectacular skyline and the setting for
that race, I think is something that will
always capture people’s imagination.”
Discussions over Singapore continue as
the longstanding grand prix in neigh-
bouring Malaysia, which has been cut for
cost reasons, prepares for its final race in
two weeks’ time.

‘DEAL OF THE DAY’ 
Carey said Singapore, which is known

for its pop concerts and entertainment
alongside the race, had been “ahead of
the curve” in the drive to broaden the F1
experience beyond racing. “We’re active-
ly engaged with our partners here. It’s
our goal to try and reach a new deal that
enables us to continue. We’re proud of
the race here, we have a good relation-
ship,” he said. — AFP

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: This file photo taken on August 26, 2017 shows Mercedes’ British driv-
er Lewis Hamilton (R) celebrating his pole position next to second placed Ferrari’s German
driver Sebastian Vettel after the qualifying session at the Spa-Francorchamps circuit in Spa
ahead of the Belgian Formula One Grand Prix. — AFP

LONDON: England will face the All Blacks
for the first time in four years in the stand-
out fixture of next year’s autumn Test series
as they build towards the 2019 Rugby
World Cup.  Eddie Jones’s side will also face
the two other southern hemisphere giants,
Australia and South Africa, as well as Japan,
giving a good gauge of their strength in
the run-up to the four-yearly showpiece in
Japan.  Due to a quirk of the international
fixture list, England have not played New
Zealand since 2014 — a frustrating hiatus
that led to aborted attempts to arrange a
match this autumn.

In 2014 England lost four times to the
All Blacks, including a three-Test series in
New Zealand. They last beat their rivals in
2012.  England, second in the international
rankings behind the All Blacks, have won
19 of their 20 Tests under head coach Eddie
Jones, facing all major nations except Steve
Hansen’s All Blacks during that run.  “We

will have to work hard and be smart in
what we do to bridge the gap between us
and the All Blacks,” said Jones, who wants
England to be the world’s top team going
into the World Cup.

“The 2018 series is incredibly important
for England as we build towards the World
Cup,” he added. “We want to win that series
4-0 and we will need to play extremely well
to beat four very good teams over a four-
week period.  “The series will give us a real-
ly good indicator of where we are as a
squad a year out from the World Cup and
gives us a real focus on what we have to do
over the next 12 months to be ready for
that series and win.”

England wil l  host  South Afr ica at
Twickenham Stadium on November 3 in
the first match of the 2018 series. They
play the All Blacks on November 10, Japan
on November 17 and Austral ia  on
November 24. — AFP
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