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Crime
R e p o r t

Passenger arrested
with 4,000 illicit tablets 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An Egyptian man was arrested at
Kuwait International Airport while attempt-
ing to smuggle 4,000 illicit tablets and was
sent to Drugs Control General Department.

Hawally thief detained
Hawally criminal detectives arrested an

Arab man who broke into vehicles and
stole their  owners’ belongings from
inside. The man was placed under surveil-
lance then was arrested. Police found
some of the stolen material with him. The
man was linked to more than 25 thefts

and seven other felonies. He was sent to
concerned authorities.

Crackdowns
Head of the emergency team at

Farwaniya Municipality Ahmad Al-Shareeka
said a campaign was carried out in Khaitan
that resulted in confiscating and destroying
160 kg of expired foodstuff. Meanwhile,
head of emergency team at the Capital
Municipality Zaid Al-Enezi said that
encroachments on state property were
removed during a recent crackdown such
as steel and wooden fences in seven build-
ings, while 18 unlicensed billboards were
removed, seven motorcycles were confis-
cated and 19 workers ticketed for practicing
professions while using unlicensed vehicles.

By Staff Reporter

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti human rights
activist demanded measures to be
taken against those who spread
hate speech in light of the increas-
ing wave of xenophobic rhetoric in
the official and unofficial domains
as of late.

“Immigrant workers suffer from
racist governmental decisions and
lawmakers’ statements regarding
[Kuwait’s] demographic structure,”
said Khalid Al-Humaidi, Chairman of
the Board of Kuwait Society for
Human Rights (KRCS). “These
remarks and measures violate inter-
national charters.” He mentioned
allocating the new Jaber Hospital
for Kuwaiti patients only, increasing
public health fees collected from
expatriates and introducing new
conditions for dependency visas as
“human rights violations,” and
refused the notion that foreigners
are using up resources or taking
opportunities away from nationals.

Humaidi’s remarks, published by
Al-Rai yesterday, came at a time in
which anti-expatriate sentiments
are dominating the political scene
and have been on the rise socially as
well. The oil and social affairs minis-
ters have especially come under fire
in parliament over claims of expatri-
ates’ hiring in the public and petro-
leum sectors at a time in which
more than 14,800 Kuwaitis remain
unemployed as of April 20, 2017
according to Central Statistical
Bureau figures.

Though Kuwaitis make up
around 73 percent of manpower in
the public sector, their numbers in
the private sector are at a modest
4.5 percent. When comparing the
disparity in the private sector
between the average monthly

salary of Kuwaiti manpower (KD
1,402) and the average monthly
salary of foreign labor (KD 269), it
becomes easier to understand from
a financial standpoint why privately-
owned companies rely heavily on
foreign laborers.

This heavy reliance on the cheap-
er foreign manpower is often
blamed for causing an imbalance in
the state’s demographic structure:
nearly 70 percent out of Kuwait’s
population of around 4,481,000 are
foreigners. The government has
failed for years to formulate an
effective way to drive national labor
away from the more lucrative, less
demanding public sector job and
towards the more challenging, less
rewarding private sector job.
Meanwhile, national manpower in
the public sector are expected to
increase after a recent Civil Service
Commission decision to ‘Kuwaitize’
jobs in state departments by 85 to
100 percent within five years.

Unproductive workers
Most of the criticisms regarding

the increase in the number of for-
eign laborers are based on the idea
that Kuwait’s labor market has a sur-
plus in ‘unproductive workers.’
However, Humaidi does not agree
with this notion and believes that all
foreigners living in Kuwait should be
treated equally. “Immigrant workers
should not be handled according to
interest, or categorized as ‘useful’ or
‘non-useful’ workers,” he said,
notably choosing to avoid the wide-
ly-used Arabic term ‘wafed,’ which
roughly translates to ‘newcomer,’ to
refer to expatriates. “The ‘citizen and
noncitizen’ perspective is a form of
racial discrimination that is not
appropriate with Kuwait’s status as a
humanitarian center.”

“As long as there is racially-
charged discrimination against
immigrants, we might as well call for
deporting all workers without dis-
crimination,” Humaidi argued ironi-

cally. “This could be the best way to
protect their rights instead of the
repeated instigations against them,
and to avoid damaging Kuwait’s
reputation as a country that mis-
treats its immigrant community.” 

Administrative deportation is
another form of human rights viola-
tions that expatriates in Kuwait are
subjected to, and which violates the
international law, according to
Humaidi. “Some workers were
deported after they protested not
being paid for three months by
companies contracted with state
departments,” he said.

Around 13,000 expatriates were
deported during the first half of this
year, according to KRCS statistics,
with an average of 86 persons a day.
The society also detected 56 cases
of racism practiced against foreign-
ers and reported in the local media
from January through June, includ-
ing 37.5 percent committed by
National Assembly members and
26.8 percent by the Interior Ministry.

“We believe that these proce-
dures do not provide any solutions,
but instead feed more hate senti-
ments among nationals towards
immigrant laborers,” Al-Humaidi
argued. He also referred to the ‘Best
and Worst Places for Expats in 2017’
report which was released recently
by InterNations’ Expat Insider, and
ranked Kuwait in the bottom three
for the fourth consecutive year.

“What is happening to immi-
grants in Kuwait makes the problem
even more complicated instead of
solving it, especially since the world
is watching what is happening here,”
he said. “This puts us in an embar-
rassing situation. We cannot be a
humanitarian center and practice
racism towards expatriates at the
same time.”

KUWAIT: This file photo shows Asian housemaids wait at an
office for domestic workers at a commercial complex in
Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Activist denounces anti-expat
campaign, racial discrimination 
‘We cannot be a humanitarian center and practice racism’

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Six Municipal Council mem-
bers resigned from the council yesterday
for unknown reasons, said informed
sources. The members, who were all
appointed by the government, are Ali
Al-Moussa, Ahmad Al-Fadhalah, Meshaal
Al-Jowaisry, Mohammed Al-Mojel,
Osama Al-Otaibi and Mansour Al-
Khorainej. They resigned after a meeting
with Minister of State for Municipal
Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri. The sources
said that some council members have
started removing their personal effects
from their offices at the Municipal
Council’s building as the council’s tenure
will  conclude within a month. The
sources added that temporary commit-
tee comprising of members represent-
ing various ministries might run the
council for over three months. 

Alibaba
Minister of Commerce and Industry

and Acting Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan yesterday
discussed means of enhancing coopera-
tion with deputy board chairman of

China’s Alibaba company Bryan Yang. A
joint statement issued yesterday said
that the ministry delegation, currently
on an official visit to China, met Yang at
Hangzhou and briefed the Chinese side
on investment opportunities in Kuwait.
The statement explained that Alibaba
Group is the world’s largest electronic
trading company and that Alibaba plans
at becoming the first electronics trading
company in history to do one billion
dollars’ worth of transactions. The
Kuwaiti delegation also explained the
custom exemptions and other incen-
tives foreign investors get in Kuwait. The
total number of active buyers from
Alibaba Group, which was established
in 1999 and specialize in retail sales in
China, is 466 million. The total number
of active vendors is over 10 million and
the company makes 57 million deliver-
ies on daily basis. 

Fine
A local judge yesterday fined a court

order notification representative with
KD 100 for failing to do his job duties in
notifying a defendant of the case filed
against him. 

Govt-appointed Municipal
Council members resign

The Municipal Council’s building.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs is preparing a tender to supply, install
and maintain surveillance cameras in
mosques, Quran houses and administrative
buildings, said assistant undersecretary for
mosques affairs Dawood Al-Assousi, noting
that the tender will cover over 1,500 of the
ministry’s facilities. Assousi said that around
750 out of the total of 3,000 cameras donat-
ed by Zain had been installed in mosques
and that the remaining will be installed
within two months. 

Bedoon students
MP Nasser Al-Doussary said that Minister

of Education and Higher Education Dr
Mohammad Al-Fares informed him that he
will stop transferring bedoon students to
schools in Mubarak Al-Kabeer and Ahmadi,
and that he will meet with his undersecre-
tary and the assistant undersecretary for
public education to set an immediate plan
to have them registered in schools close to
their houses. Fares has also promised to
solve the problem of overcrowded classes in
Sabah Al-Ahmed by opening new classes.

Agreements
The National Assembly’s office yesterday

referred a number of draft laws concerning
agreements and memorandums of under-
standing that the government had present-
ed to the parliamentary foreign affairs com-

mittee for discussion pending voting on
passing them, said informed sources. The
proposals include economic ones for GCC
states and a protocol on amending an
agreement with India to prevent double tax-
ation, the sources added. The proposals also
include legal and judicial agreements with
Egypt and security cooperation with Iraq. 

Expenses
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance

Minister Anas Al-Saleh said that the foreign
affairs, defense, higher education and health
ministries spent a total of KD 2.21 billion on
their expenses abroad up to March 2017.
Responding to a parliamentary inquiry,
Saleh explained that the foreign ministry
spent KD 654 million on Kuwaiti embassies
abroad, defense ministry spent KD 217 mil-
lion on its military offices abroad, ministry of
higher education spent KD 259 million on
scholarships abroad while the health min-
istry spent KD 1.8 billion on overseas treat-
ment. Meanwhile, Saleh said that the Kuwait
Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP)
was facing various impediments causing
delay in some public-private-partnership
projects. Saleh explained that the obstacles
include delay in receiving approvals from
monitoring apparatuses such as the fatwa
and legislation department and the audit
bureau, especially since special advisors
were appointed for each project. He added
that another reason was the delay in
approving some projects’ feasibility studies. 

Zain donates 3,000
cameras for mosques

KUWAIT: Drugs found with a passenger
arrested at Kuwait International Airport
yesterday.

Kuwait Municipality workers remove an
unlicensed billboard during a recent
campaign.


