
KUWAIT: The Joint OPEC-Non-OPEC Ministerial Monitoring
Committee (JMMC) has no authority over executive deci-
sions to continue lowering global oil production, Minister
of Oil and Minister of Electricity and Water Essam Al-
Marzouq said yesterday.

In a joint press conference with Venezuela’s Oil Minister
Eulogio del Pino, Marzouq - who chairs the committee -
said that it was too early to take a decision whether to con-
tinue to reinforce or deepen the production decrease.  He
indicated the current production rate will continue to be
implemented until March of 2018.

OPEC’s ministerial committee
might consider recommendations
made by the JMMC as long as it was
backed by solid data and numbers,
said the minister who stressed that
there were no decisions yet to deep-
en the production cuts.

In regards to del Pino’s visit to
Kuwait, Marzouq said that it was
within the JMMC’s efforts to
exchange views on the status quo of
the global market and the produc-
tion cut decision. The meeting with
del Pino also touched on the recent natural disasters in the
US which had an effect on global crude markets, added
Minister Marzouq.

The JMMC is composed of three OPEC members -
Kuwait, Algeria, and Venezuela - and two non-OPEC coun-
tries, Russia and Oman. Its next meeting will be on
September 23, said Al-Marzouq who indicated that the
committee will discuss reports and recommendations
regarding the global prices during the event.

The Kuwaiti Minister noted that other OPEC nations
such Libya and Nigeria might be invited to discuss the pos-
sibility of lowering their production to meet demand for a
stable market. Countries not part of the current produc-
tion cut deal might also be asked to join the current
efforts, said the minister.

Meanwhile, Minister del Pino said that he had visited
several countries in the past 15 months to ensure that the
deal would hold. He lauded Kuwait’s strong leadership and
desire to keep the market stable.  Del Pino affirmed that he
would continue to meet with OPEC counterparts to make
sure that all involved parties commit to the deal, adding
that it was important not to spread false news and rumors
that might compromise the whole effort.

At the December meeting, 11 non-OPEC oil producers
cooperated with the 13 OPEC member countries in a con-
certed effort to accelerate the rebalancing of the global oil
market through an adjustment in combined production of
1.8 million barrels per day. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
also received First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, as well as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the
Deputy Amir also received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Anas Khaled Al-Saleh. — KUNA

Crown Prince meets state officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Anas Khaled Al-Saleh.

ANKARA: Kuwait, under the leader-
ship of  His  Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, plays a vital role in maintain-
ing regional security and stability,
said Turkish Prime Minister Binali
Yildirim yesterday.  In an exclusive
interview, Yildirim indicated that the
vis it  by Kuwait i  Pr ime M inister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah wi l l  contr ibute to the
development of ties as desired by
both Kuwaiti and Turkish leader-
ships as well as people.

Bilateral relations are strong and
both countries are eager to pursue
more cooperative venues,  said
Yildirim who revealed that there
were more than 40 signed agree-
ments and memos between the two
nations. He indicated that coopera-
tion in the defense domain is one of
the sectors that his countr y was
eager to develop with Kuwait.

He added that regional challenges
required such solidarity among world
countries. Yildirim called for expand-
ing the volume of commercial
exchange with Kuwait, increasing the
number from $1.2 billion in 2016 to
$5 bill ion in the near future. The
Turkish official also commended the
increasing number of Kuwaitis seek-
ing his country as a touristic destina-
tion, revealing that some 95,000
Kuwaitis visited Turkey since the
beginning of this year.

The number wil l  hopefully
increase as Turkey issued a policy last
August to offer Kuwaitis free-visa
admission to the country for periods
between 90 and 180 days, indicated
Yildirim. Kuwaitis have also heavily
sought real-estate proper ties in
Turkey which is a positive sign for
both economies, said the top Turkish
official who hoped to further boost
relations in the future. 

His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and his accompanying dele-
gation left yesterday for Turkish capi-
tal Ankara on a state official visit. He is
accompanied by First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance Anas Khaled Al-Saleh,
Minister of Commerce and Industry in
addition to Acting Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudan,
Head of Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) dele-
gation Abdullah Al-Humaidi, Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
and senior officials and the Foreign
Ministry,  His Highness the Prime
Minister ’s Diwan, National Guard,
Investment Promotion Authority,
General Authority for Investment and
Kuwaiti  Ambassador to Turkey
Ghassan Al-Zawawi. — KUNA

Kuwait plays vital role in

regional stability: Turkey
Premier off to Ankara on official visit

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah waves before his depar-
ture to Turkey yesterday. — KUNA

CAIRO: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah stated
that his country’s non-permanent
membership in the UN Security
Council would be a great chance to
Kuwait to work on a larger scale to
defend Arab causes.  Speaking at the
148th regular ministerial session of
the Arab League Council in Cairo on
Tuesday, Jarallah said that the situa-
tion in the Palestinian territories and
the unrest in Syria, Yemen, Libya and
Iraq have become major internation-
al issues.  However, the Iranian inter-
ferences in Arab domestic affairs and
the terrorism are still representing
serious menaces to security and sta-
bility of the Arab region, Jarallah
lamented.

He thanked Arab countries for
their trust and support to Kuwait’s
election to the two-year term in the
UNSC, which will start in January
2018.  He pledged that Kuwait would
do all in power to best represent
Arab countries and defend their
interests and causes as well as to
cement international peace and
security.

On the situation in the Palestinian
territories, Jarallah expressed sympa-
thy with Palestinian people over the
continued Israeli violations.  He
stressed that Kuwait is committed to
push for the implementation of the
UNSC No.  476 and 478 of 1980 and
No. 2334 of 2016 which demand
Israel, in its capacity as an occupying
force, to stop its aggressions against
the occupied East Jerusalem and Al-
Aqsa Mosque.

He pointed out that Kuwait would
host an international conference on
the sufferings of Palestinian children
under the Israeli occupation 12-13
November, 2017.  On the efforts to
resolve the six-year Syrian civil con-
flict, the Kuwaiti official said that his
country backs the UN special envoy
to Syria’s efforts to broker a compro-
mise deal among warring parties
that could pave the way for a politi-
cal transition as per Geneva I confer-
ence outcome.

He pointed out that the Arab
region is undergoing humanitarian
disasters due to the ongoing crises.
“This situation requires from us as
we gather at this Arab house to con-
tain and address these crises,” he
argued.

Yemeni crisis
On Yemen, Jarallah noted that the

crisis there entered its fourth year
amid a failure to reach a peaceful
solution to call a halt to the conflict
which tore the Arab country apart.
“To return Yemen to status quo ante,
Yemeni parties have to resume nego-
tiations as soon as possible to reach a
political settlement with the legiti-
mate government as per the UNSC
resolutions No. 2140 of 2014 and
2216 of 2015 and the Gulf
Cooperation Council initiative and its
executive mechanisms,” he clarified.

On the recent developments in
Iraq, Jarallah expressed delight for
the Iraqi army victories over the so-
called Islamic State (IS) group and
the liberation of all the areas previ-
ously controlled by the terrorist
group. He noted that His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah agreed on Kuwait’s
hosting of an international confer-
ence for rebuilding Iraqi cities affect-
ed by the terrorist acts.

Meanwhile, Jarallah stated that
despite Kuwait’s efforts to create
communication channels for dia-
logue between Arabian Gulf coun-
tries and neighboring Iran with a
view to enhancing regional security
and stability, the Islamic Republic
continued its interferences in domes-
tic Arab affairs.

“The region’s countries still suffer
from these interferences, the latest of
which took place in my country in
what is known as ‘Al-Abdali case’
which impacted Kuwait’s efforts to

revive dialogue between GCC states
and Iran,” he said.  He also reiterated
his call to the Islamic Republic of Iran
to accept international arbitration to
settle its dispute with the United
Arab Emirates over the three UAE
islands occupied by its forces.
Jarallah warned against the growing
threat of terrorism. He reaffirmed
Kuwait’s full support to the interna-
tional efforts to rid the world of the
evils of this scourge.

Rebuilding Iraq
Arab Foreign Ministers welcomed

Kuwait’s hosting of an international
conference to rebuild areas in Iraq
that were liberated from terrorists.
His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah called Iraqi Prime Minister
Haidar Al-Abadi following the libera-
tion of Mosul, and offered to host the
international conference, which
Kuwait said might be held during the
first quarter next year. The foreign
ministers meanwhile called on
importance of supporting Arab gov-
ernments, namely Iraq’s, to cope with
growing needs of displaced persons.
They called for rebuilding the liberat-
ed areas in Iraq and to involve the
private sector until the return of the
displaced to their homes. They pro-
posed an Arab League-sponsored
international conference to discuss
the internally displaced persons
(IDPs) inside the Arab countries. They
approved a plan to support the IDPs
in Arab countries to improve their liv-
ing conditions. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah attends the
148th regular ministerial session of the Arab League Council in
Cairo. — KUNA

Kuwaiti, Australian

officials discuss

counterterrorism

cooperation

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Security Bureau Chief Sheikh
Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah discussed with Australia’s official
in charge of counterterrorism Paul Foley issues related to
combating terrorism and strengthening bilateral coop-
eration.  In a statement yesterday, Sheikh Thamer
stressed out Kuwait’s efforts with the international com-
munity to counter terror and dry up its sources. The
meeting was attended by the Australian Ambassador to
Kuwait Warren Hauck and Assistant Director of the coun-
terterrorism Department for the Middle East and Africa
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Bred Jung. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Security Bureau Chief
Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets with
Australia’s official in charge of counterterrorism
Paul Foley. — KUNA

UN General Assembly

session to discuss

security: Ambassador

NEW YORK: The 72nd session of the
UN General Assembly next week will
discuss several security topics and
other prominent regional and inter-
national issues, said Representative
of Kuwait to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi.  The Kuwaiti del-
egation will  be headed by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah during the meeting on
September 20, Otaibi said yesterday.

This session will see the partici-
pation of over 130 leaders and
primes ministers, said the ambassador. He added that US
President Donald Trump and UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres would hold a high-level meeting on reforms in
the UN. The session will focus on the recent developments
in Syria, Yemen, Palestine, and Iraq, while it will also discuss
the rising tension in the Korean Peninsula and the attacks
on Myanmar’s Muslims, Ambassador Otaibi noted.  Other
topics will include counterterrorism, achieving the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, and the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, he said.  Meanwhile, he not-
ed that the First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
will be meetings with other foreign ministers to discuss
boosting cooperation on topics included in the UN
Security Council’s agenda.  Kuwait is set to be a non-per-
manent member in the council for the term 2018-2019.
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