
KUWAIT: Kuwait is investing in oil and
gas revenues to achieve His Highness the
Amir’s vision to turn the country into a
regional financial and commercial hub,
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind
Al-Sabeeh said yesterday. Such a pio-
neering role is carried out through
implementing the government’s national
development plans, including diversify-
ing the Kuwaiti economy’s production
base, Al-Sabeeh added.

She made her remarks in a speech

marking the launch of “Mapping the oil
and gas industry to the Sustainable
Development Goals: An Atlas” at the UN
House,  aka (also known as)  Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
Building.  Since its  independence,
Kuwait has linked the oil industry to the
sustainable development goals, and
also harnessed its resources to enhance
infrastructure and social development,
said the minister.

Continued on Page 11
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Messi finally 
conquers Buffon 
as Barcelona 
crush Juve 3-0

Israel leader
endorses 
independent 
Kurdish state

Regional dispute hurting 

GCC economies: Moody’s 

‘Business as usual’ for Qatar’s $300bn sovereign fund

DUBAI: A boycott of Qatar by a Saudi-led bloc of Arab
states is hurting the economies of all the countries
involved, with Bahrain and Qatar the most affected,
Moody’s Investor Service said yesterday. The row has trans-
lated into a credit negative for the entire six-nation Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) - Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and Qatar, Moody’s said
in a report. 

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Egypt on June 5 severed diplomatic ties and imposed eco-
nomic sanctions on Qatar, accusing it of backing radical
Islamist groups. Doha has denied the charges. “The severi-
ty of the diplomatic dispute between Gulf countries is
unprecedented, which magnifies the uncertainty over the
ultimate economic, fiscal and social impact on the GCC as
a whole,” said Steffen Dyck, Moody’s vice president. 

Qatar faces large economic, financial and social costs
stemming from related travel and trade restrictions, it said.
The impact on Qatar so far has been most acute for trade,
tourism and the banking sector. Sizeable capital outflows
in the vicinity of $30 billion flowed out of Qatar’s banking
system in June and July, with further declines expected as
GCC banks opt not to roll over their deposits, Moody’s said. 

It estimates that Qatar used $38.5 billion-equivalent to
23 percent of its GDP-to support the economy in the first
two months of sanctions. Moody’s said it does not expect
that Qatar will have to borrow from the international

Continued on Page 11

ANKARA: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday met
with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the
Presidential Palace in Ankara. Emerging from the
meeting, His Highness the Premier said that he
handed over a written message from His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to President Erdogan - dealing with means of boost-
ing bilateral relations and issues of mutual concern.
His Highness the Premier indicated that the meeting
touched on regional and international issues. 

The Kuwait premier, accompanied by a delegation
of ranking officials, arrived in Ankara yesterday. The
delegation was received at the airport by Turkish
Minister of Economy Nihat Zeybekci and Kuwaiti
diplomats.  Kuwait, which views Turkey as a key eco-
nomic partner, has always sought to deepen the
bonds with Ankara, enhancing commercial
exchanges and creating new joint investment
opportunities.  His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak confirmed that his talks with Turkish lead-
ers would tackle means of cementing the bilateral
relations and cooperation at diverse levels. — KUNA

Kuwait’s PM, Turkish president hold talks  

ANKARA: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah held talks with
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Ankara yesterday. — KUNA

Kuwait investing in oil profits 

Government backs renewable energy

KUWAIT: Photo shows an external view of the facade of the Four Seasons Hotel
Kuwait, in the capital Kuwait City. The 284-room Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait is
located within the new, two-tower Burj Alshaya development. The hotel features
217 guest rooms plus 67 suites. The Four Seasons Hotel Kuwait at Burj Alshaya is
part of a growing collection of Four Seasons hotels and resorts in the Gulf region,
including award-winning hotels in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Qatar, and three
properties in the United Arab Emirates.  — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has urged its people to report
subversive comments spotted on social media via a
phone app, a move denounced by a human rights
watchdog as “Orwellian”. The appeal, announced on
a Twitter account run by the Interior Ministry late on
Tuesday, coincides with an apparent crackdown on
potential government critics and a call by exiled
opposition figures for demonstrations.

“When you notice any account on social net-
works publishing terrorist or extremist ideas, please
report it immediately via the application #We’re-all-
security”, it said, referring to a mobile phone app
launched last year to enable civilians to report traf-
fic violations and burglaries. Hours later, the public
prosecutor tweeted a section of the kingdom’s ter-
rorism law which states: “Endangering national uni-
ty, obstructing the Basic Law of governance or
some of its articles, and harming the state’s reputa-
tion or status are terrorist crimes.”

Exiled Saudi critics have called for demonstra-
tions tomorrow to galvanize opposition to the royal
family and prominent clerics, intellectuals and
activists, including prominent Islamist cleric Sheikh
Salman Al-Awdah, have been detained this week,
activists say. Activists circulated lists of people
detained on social media showing the number had
risen to around 30, including some with no clear 

Continued on Page 11

Saudis urged to

report on each

other’s activity

CALIFORNIA: An AirPower mat is seen charging multiple devices during a media
event at Apple’s new headquarters in Cupertino, California yesterday. Apple Inc on
Tuesday rolled out its much-anticipated iPhone X, a glass and stainless steel device
with an edge-to-edge display that Chief Executive Tim Cook called “the biggest
leap forward since the original iPhone.”- (See Page 17)

BOUARFA: Edouard Kunz knows time-
keeping is important but the former
Swiss watch precision mechanic
admits that James Bond’s Oriental
Desert Express in remote eastern
Morocco never runs on schedule. The
train, made famous in the 2015 Bond
movie ‘Spectre’,  trundles tourists
between the town of Oujda and the
former mining city of Bouarfa along a
350-kilometre-long stretch of desert. 

“It takes between eight and 12
hours to make the trip, sometimes
even more,” says Kunz, 70, who is

known as Edi, blaming sandstorms for
frequent delays. His passion for trains
put him in the driver’s seat more than
10 years ago when he persuaded
Morocco’s National Office of Railways
to let him run a tourist train on a dis-
used railway line. The track that runs
near the border with Algeria was origi-
nally built nearly 100 years ago when
Morocco was a French protectorate. It
was part of an ambitious project, the
Mediterranean-Niger railway, to link
the sea to inland Africa.

Continued on Page 11

Morocco’s tourists make 

tracks on ‘desert express’

OUJDA: Photo shows the Oriental Desert Express train en route from Oujda to
Bouarfa in northeastern Morocco. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Syria’s civil war has been one of the
modern world’s most brutal conflicts and one
of its most heavily filmed. Hundreds of thou-
sands of amateur videos uploaded to YouTube
document every heartbeat of the war over
the past seven years, from momentous events
like cities under bombardment to intimate
scenes like a father cradling his dead children.  

Syrian activists fear all that history could be
erased as YouTube moves to rein in violent
content. In the past few months, the tech
giant has implemented new policies to
remove material considered graphic or sup-
porting terrorism, and hundreds of thousands
of videos from the conflict suddenly disap-
peared without notice. Activists say crucial
evidence of human rights violations risks
being lost - as well as an outlet to the world
that is crucial for them.  

Activists are rushing to set up alternative
archives, but they also recognize nothing can
replace YouTube because of its technological
infrastructure and global reach. “It is like we
are writing our memoirs - not in our own book
but in a third party’s book. We don’t have con-
trol of it,” said Hadi Al-Khatib, co-founder of the
Syrian Archive, a group founded in 2014 to
preserve open source evidence of crimes com-
mitted by all sides of the Syrian conflict.  

Based on his database and review of
around 900 groups and individuals,  Al-
Khatib said some 180 channels connected to
Syria were shut since June, when YouTube
began using machine learning protocols to
sift through videos on the site for objection-
able content.  Working with YouTube, Al-
Khatib’s group secured the return of about
20 channels,  salvaging about 400,000

videos. But about 150,000 videos remain in
jeopardy, pending a decision from YouTube,
which is still reviewing whether to reinstate
them, he said.  

“Nothing is lost forever yet,” Al-Khatib said,
speaking from Berlin. “But this is very danger-
ous, because there is no alternative for
YouTube.” YouTube, which is owned by
Google, says it will correct any videos improp-
erly taken down and that it is in dialogue with
the activists on a solution. But many activists
fear a repeat or a permanent loss. The shut-
downs were chilling for a community that had
just celebrated a possible precedent for Syria
when the International Criminal Court in
August issued an arrest warrant based on
video evidence for a Libyan military com-
mander.

Continued on Page 11

History of Syria’s war at risk 

YouTube moves to rein in violent content



KUWAIT: The Joint OPEC-Non-OPEC Ministerial Monitoring
Committee (JMMC) has no authority over executive deci-
sions to continue lowering global oil production, Minister
of Oil and Minister of Electricity and Water Essam Al-
Marzouq said yesterday.

In a joint press conference with Venezuela’s Oil Minister
Eulogio del Pino, Marzouq - who chairs the committee -
said that it was too early to take a decision whether to con-
tinue to reinforce or deepen the production decrease.  He
indicated the current production rate will continue to be
implemented until March of 2018.

OPEC’s ministerial committee
might consider recommendations
made by the JMMC as long as it was
backed by solid data and numbers,
said the minister who stressed that
there were no decisions yet to deep-
en the production cuts.

In regards to del Pino’s visit to
Kuwait, Marzouq said that it was
within the JMMC’s efforts to
exchange views on the status quo of
the global market and the produc-
tion cut decision. The meeting with
del Pino also touched on the recent natural disasters in the
US which had an effect on global crude markets, added
Minister Marzouq.

The JMMC is composed of three OPEC members -
Kuwait, Algeria, and Venezuela - and two non-OPEC coun-
tries, Russia and Oman. Its next meeting will be on
September 23, said Al-Marzouq who indicated that the
committee will discuss reports and recommendations
regarding the global prices during the event.

The Kuwaiti Minister noted that other OPEC nations
such Libya and Nigeria might be invited to discuss the pos-
sibility of lowering their production to meet demand for a
stable market. Countries not part of the current produc-
tion cut deal might also be asked to join the current
efforts, said the minister.

Meanwhile, Minister del Pino said that he had visited
several countries in the past 15 months to ensure that the
deal would hold. He lauded Kuwait’s strong leadership and
desire to keep the market stable.  Del Pino affirmed that he
would continue to meet with OPEC counterparts to make
sure that all involved parties commit to the deal, adding
that it was important not to spread false news and rumors
that might compromise the whole effort.

At the December meeting, 11 non-OPEC oil producers
cooperated with the 13 OPEC member countries in a con-
certed effort to accelerate the rebalancing of the global oil
market through an adjustment in combined production of
1.8 million barrels per day. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
also received First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, as well as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the
Deputy Amir also received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Anas Khaled Al-Saleh. — KUNA

Crown Prince meets state officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Anas Khaled Al-Saleh.

ANKARA: Kuwait, under the leader-
ship of  His  Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, plays a vital role in maintain-
ing regional security and stability,
said Turkish Prime Minister Binali
Yildirim yesterday.  In an exclusive
interview, Yildirim indicated that the
vis it  by Kuwait i  Pr ime M inister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah wi l l  contr ibute to the
development of ties as desired by
both Kuwaiti and Turkish leader-
ships as well as people.

Bilateral relations are strong and
both countries are eager to pursue
more cooperative venues,  said
Yildirim who revealed that there
were more than 40 signed agree-
ments and memos between the two
nations. He indicated that coopera-
tion in the defense domain is one of
the sectors that his countr y was
eager to develop with Kuwait.

He added that regional challenges
required such solidarity among world
countries. Yildirim called for expand-
ing the volume of commercial
exchange with Kuwait, increasing the
number from $1.2 billion in 2016 to
$5 bill ion in the near future. The
Turkish official also commended the
increasing number of Kuwaitis seek-
ing his country as a touristic destina-
tion, revealing that some 95,000
Kuwaitis visited Turkey since the
beginning of this year.

The number wil l  hopefully
increase as Turkey issued a policy last
August to offer Kuwaitis free-visa
admission to the country for periods
between 90 and 180 days, indicated
Yildirim. Kuwaitis have also heavily
sought real-estate proper ties in
Turkey which is a positive sign for
both economies, said the top Turkish
official who hoped to further boost
relations in the future. 

His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and his accompanying dele-
gation left yesterday for Turkish capi-
tal Ankara on a state official visit. He is
accompanied by First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance Anas Khaled Al-Saleh,
Minister of Commerce and Industry in
addition to Acting Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudan,
Head of Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) dele-
gation Abdullah Al-Humaidi, Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
and senior officials and the Foreign
Ministry,  His Highness the Prime
Minister ’s Diwan, National Guard,
Investment Promotion Authority,
General Authority for Investment and
Kuwaiti  Ambassador to Turkey
Ghassan Al-Zawawi. — KUNA

Kuwait plays vital role in

regional stability: Turkey
Premier off to Ankara on official visit

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah waves before his depar-
ture to Turkey yesterday. — KUNA

CAIRO: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah stated
that his country’s non-permanent
membership in the UN Security
Council would be a great chance to
Kuwait to work on a larger scale to
defend Arab causes.  Speaking at the
148th regular ministerial session of
the Arab League Council in Cairo on
Tuesday, Jarallah said that the situa-
tion in the Palestinian territories and
the unrest in Syria, Yemen, Libya and
Iraq have become major internation-
al issues.  However, the Iranian inter-
ferences in Arab domestic affairs and
the terrorism are still representing
serious menaces to security and sta-
bility of the Arab region, Jarallah
lamented.

He thanked Arab countries for
their trust and support to Kuwait’s
election to the two-year term in the
UNSC, which will start in January
2018.  He pledged that Kuwait would
do all in power to best represent
Arab countries and defend their
interests and causes as well as to
cement international peace and
security.

On the situation in the Palestinian
territories, Jarallah expressed sympa-
thy with Palestinian people over the
continued Israeli violations.  He
stressed that Kuwait is committed to
push for the implementation of the
UNSC No.  476 and 478 of 1980 and
No. 2334 of 2016 which demand
Israel, in its capacity as an occupying
force, to stop its aggressions against
the occupied East Jerusalem and Al-
Aqsa Mosque.

He pointed out that Kuwait would
host an international conference on
the sufferings of Palestinian children
under the Israeli occupation 12-13
November, 2017.  On the efforts to
resolve the six-year Syrian civil con-
flict, the Kuwaiti official said that his
country backs the UN special envoy
to Syria’s efforts to broker a compro-
mise deal among warring parties
that could pave the way for a politi-
cal transition as per Geneva I confer-
ence outcome.

He pointed out that the Arab
region is undergoing humanitarian
disasters due to the ongoing crises.
“This situation requires from us as
we gather at this Arab house to con-
tain and address these crises,” he
argued.

Yemeni crisis
On Yemen, Jarallah noted that the

crisis there entered its fourth year
amid a failure to reach a peaceful
solution to call a halt to the conflict
which tore the Arab country apart.
“To return Yemen to status quo ante,
Yemeni parties have to resume nego-
tiations as soon as possible to reach a
political settlement with the legiti-
mate government as per the UNSC
resolutions No. 2140 of 2014 and
2216 of 2015 and the Gulf
Cooperation Council initiative and its
executive mechanisms,” he clarified.

On the recent developments in
Iraq, Jarallah expressed delight for
the Iraqi army victories over the so-
called Islamic State (IS) group and
the liberation of all the areas previ-
ously controlled by the terrorist
group. He noted that His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah agreed on Kuwait’s
hosting of an international confer-
ence for rebuilding Iraqi cities affect-
ed by the terrorist acts.

Meanwhile, Jarallah stated that
despite Kuwait’s efforts to create
communication channels for dia-
logue between Arabian Gulf coun-
tries and neighboring Iran with a
view to enhancing regional security
and stability, the Islamic Republic
continued its interferences in domes-
tic Arab affairs.

“The region’s countries still suffer
from these interferences, the latest of
which took place in my country in
what is known as ‘Al-Abdali case’
which impacted Kuwait’s efforts to

revive dialogue between GCC states
and Iran,” he said.  He also reiterated
his call to the Islamic Republic of Iran
to accept international arbitration to
settle its dispute with the United
Arab Emirates over the three UAE
islands occupied by its forces.
Jarallah warned against the growing
threat of terrorism. He reaffirmed
Kuwait’s full support to the interna-
tional efforts to rid the world of the
evils of this scourge.

Rebuilding Iraq
Arab Foreign Ministers welcomed

Kuwait’s hosting of an international
conference to rebuild areas in Iraq
that were liberated from terrorists.
His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah called Iraqi Prime Minister
Haidar Al-Abadi following the libera-
tion of Mosul, and offered to host the
international conference, which
Kuwait said might be held during the
first quarter next year. The foreign
ministers meanwhile called on
importance of supporting Arab gov-
ernments, namely Iraq’s, to cope with
growing needs of displaced persons.
They called for rebuilding the liberat-
ed areas in Iraq and to involve the
private sector until the return of the
displaced to their homes. They pro-
posed an Arab League-sponsored
international conference to discuss
the internally displaced persons
(IDPs) inside the Arab countries. They
approved a plan to support the IDPs
in Arab countries to improve their liv-
ing conditions. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah attends the
148th regular ministerial session of the Arab League Council in
Cairo. — KUNA

Kuwaiti, Australian

officials discuss

counterterrorism

cooperation

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Security Bureau Chief Sheikh
Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah discussed with Australia’s official
in charge of counterterrorism Paul Foley issues related to
combating terrorism and strengthening bilateral coop-
eration.  In a statement yesterday, Sheikh Thamer
stressed out Kuwait’s efforts with the international com-
munity to counter terror and dry up its sources. The
meeting was attended by the Australian Ambassador to
Kuwait Warren Hauck and Assistant Director of the coun-
terterrorism Department for the Middle East and Africa
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Bred Jung. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Security Bureau Chief
Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets with
Australia’s official in charge of counterterrorism
Paul Foley. — KUNA

UN General Assembly

session to discuss

security: Ambassador

NEW YORK: The 72nd session of the
UN General Assembly next week will
discuss several security topics and
other prominent regional and inter-
national issues, said Representative
of Kuwait to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi.  The Kuwaiti del-
egation will  be headed by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah during the meeting on
September 20, Otaibi said yesterday.

This session will see the partici-
pation of over 130 leaders and
primes ministers, said the ambassador. He added that US
President Donald Trump and UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres would hold a high-level meeting on reforms in
the UN. The session will focus on the recent developments
in Syria, Yemen, Palestine, and Iraq, while it will also discuss
the rising tension in the Korean Peninsula and the attacks
on Myanmar’s Muslims, Ambassador Otaibi noted.  Other
topics will include counterterrorism, achieving the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, and the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, he said.  Meanwhile, he not-
ed that the First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
will be meetings with other foreign ministers to discuss
boosting cooperation on topics included in the UN
Security Council’s agenda.  Kuwait is set to be a non-per-
manent member in the council for the term 2018-2019.

Ambassador
Mansour 
Al-Otaibi

Essam Al-Marzouq 

Kuwait to take Arab action to

new horizons in UNSC: Jarallah
Arab FMs welcome Kuwait’s hosting of Iraq conference

Global oil production choices

beyond JMMC jurisdiction: Minister
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Crime
R e p o r t

Passenger arrested
with 4,000 illicit tablets 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An Egyptian man was arrested at
Kuwait International Airport while attempt-
ing to smuggle 4,000 illicit tablets and was
sent to Drugs Control General Department.

Hawally thief detained
Hawally criminal detectives arrested an

Arab man who broke into vehicles and
stole their  owners’ belongings from
inside. The man was placed under surveil-
lance then was arrested. Police found
some of the stolen material with him. The
man was linked to more than 25 thefts

and seven other felonies. He was sent to
concerned authorities.

Crackdowns
Head of the emergency team at

Farwaniya Municipality Ahmad Al-Shareeka
said a campaign was carried out in Khaitan
that resulted in confiscating and destroying
160 kg of expired foodstuff. Meanwhile,
head of emergency team at the Capital
Municipality Zaid Al-Enezi said that
encroachments on state property were
removed during a recent crackdown such
as steel and wooden fences in seven build-
ings, while 18 unlicensed billboards were
removed, seven motorcycles were confis-
cated and 19 workers ticketed for practicing
professions while using unlicensed vehicles.

By Staff Reporter

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti human rights
activist demanded measures to be
taken against those who spread
hate speech in light of the increas-
ing wave of xenophobic rhetoric in
the official and unofficial domains
as of late.

“Immigrant workers suffer from
racist governmental decisions and
lawmakers’ statements regarding
[Kuwait’s] demographic structure,”
said Khalid Al-Humaidi, Chairman of
the Board of Kuwait Society for
Human Rights (KRCS). “These
remarks and measures violate inter-
national charters.” He mentioned
allocating the new Jaber Hospital
for Kuwaiti patients only, increasing
public health fees collected from
expatriates and introducing new
conditions for dependency visas as
“human rights violations,” and
refused the notion that foreigners
are using up resources or taking
opportunities away from nationals.

Humaidi’s remarks, published by
Al-Rai yesterday, came at a time in
which anti-expatriate sentiments
are dominating the political scene
and have been on the rise socially as
well. The oil and social affairs minis-
ters have especially come under fire
in parliament over claims of expatri-
ates’ hiring in the public and petro-
leum sectors at a time in which
more than 14,800 Kuwaitis remain
unemployed as of April 20, 2017
according to Central Statistical
Bureau figures.

Though Kuwaitis make up
around 73 percent of manpower in
the public sector, their numbers in
the private sector are at a modest
4.5 percent. When comparing the
disparity in the private sector
between the average monthly

salary of Kuwaiti manpower (KD
1,402) and the average monthly
salary of foreign labor (KD 269), it
becomes easier to understand from
a financial standpoint why privately-
owned companies rely heavily on
foreign laborers.

This heavy reliance on the cheap-
er foreign manpower is often
blamed for causing an imbalance in
the state’s demographic structure:
nearly 70 percent out of Kuwait’s
population of around 4,481,000 are
foreigners. The government has
failed for years to formulate an
effective way to drive national labor
away from the more lucrative, less
demanding public sector job and
towards the more challenging, less
rewarding private sector job.
Meanwhile, national manpower in
the public sector are expected to
increase after a recent Civil Service
Commission decision to ‘Kuwaitize’
jobs in state departments by 85 to
100 percent within five years.

Unproductive workers
Most of the criticisms regarding

the increase in the number of for-
eign laborers are based on the idea
that Kuwait’s labor market has a sur-
plus in ‘unproductive workers.’
However, Humaidi does not agree
with this notion and believes that all
foreigners living in Kuwait should be
treated equally. “Immigrant workers
should not be handled according to
interest, or categorized as ‘useful’ or
‘non-useful’ workers,” he said,
notably choosing to avoid the wide-
ly-used Arabic term ‘wafed,’ which
roughly translates to ‘newcomer,’ to
refer to expatriates. “The ‘citizen and
noncitizen’ perspective is a form of
racial discrimination that is not
appropriate with Kuwait’s status as a
humanitarian center.”

“As long as there is racially-
charged discrimination against
immigrants, we might as well call for
deporting all workers without dis-
crimination,” Humaidi argued ironi-

cally. “This could be the best way to
protect their rights instead of the
repeated instigations against them,
and to avoid damaging Kuwait’s
reputation as a country that mis-
treats its immigrant community.” 

Administrative deportation is
another form of human rights viola-
tions that expatriates in Kuwait are
subjected to, and which violates the
international law, according to
Humaidi. “Some workers were
deported after they protested not
being paid for three months by
companies contracted with state
departments,” he said.

Around 13,000 expatriates were
deported during the first half of this
year, according to KRCS statistics,
with an average of 86 persons a day.
The society also detected 56 cases
of racism practiced against foreign-
ers and reported in the local media
from January through June, includ-
ing 37.5 percent committed by
National Assembly members and
26.8 percent by the Interior Ministry.

“We believe that these proce-
dures do not provide any solutions,
but instead feed more hate senti-
ments among nationals towards
immigrant laborers,” Al-Humaidi
argued. He also referred to the ‘Best
and Worst Places for Expats in 2017’
report which was released recently
by InterNations’ Expat Insider, and
ranked Kuwait in the bottom three
for the fourth consecutive year.

“What is happening to immi-
grants in Kuwait makes the problem
even more complicated instead of
solving it, especially since the world
is watching what is happening here,”
he said. “This puts us in an embar-
rassing situation. We cannot be a
humanitarian center and practice
racism towards expatriates at the
same time.”

KUWAIT: This file photo shows Asian housemaids wait at an
office for domestic workers at a commercial complex in
Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Activist denounces anti-expat

campaign, racial discrimination 

‘We cannot be a humanitarian center and practice racism’

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Six Municipal Council mem-
bers resigned from the council yesterday
for unknown reasons, said informed
sources. The members, who were all
appointed by the government, are Ali
Al-Moussa, Ahmad Al-Fadhalah, Meshaal
Al-Jowaisry, Mohammed Al-Mojel,
Osama Al-Otaibi and Mansour Al-
Khorainej. They resigned after a meeting
with Minister of State for Municipal
Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri. The sources
said that some council members have
started removing their personal effects
from their offices at the Municipal
Council’s building as the council’s tenure
will  conclude within a month. The
sources added that temporary commit-
tee comprising of members represent-
ing various ministries might run the
council for over three months. 

Alibaba
Minister of Commerce and Industry

and Acting Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan yesterday
discussed means of enhancing coopera-
tion with deputy board chairman of

China’s Alibaba company Bryan Yang. A
joint statement issued yesterday said
that the ministry delegation, currently
on an official visit to China, met Yang at
Hangzhou and briefed the Chinese side
on investment opportunities in Kuwait.
The statement explained that Alibaba
Group is the world’s largest electronic
trading company and that Alibaba plans
at becoming the first electronics trading
company in history to do one billion
dollars’ worth of transactions. The
Kuwaiti delegation also explained the
custom exemptions and other incen-
tives foreign investors get in Kuwait. The
total number of active buyers from
Alibaba Group, which was established
in 1999 and specialize in retail sales in
China, is 466 million. The total number
of active vendors is over 10 million and
the company makes 57 million deliver-
ies on daily basis. 

Fine
A local judge yesterday fined a court

order notification representative with
KD 100 for failing to do his job duties in
notifying a defendant of the case filed
against him. 

Govt-appointed Municipal

Council members resign

The Municipal Council’s building.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs is preparing a tender to supply, install
and maintain surveillance cameras in
mosques, Quran houses and administrative
buildings, said assistant undersecretary for
mosques affairs Dawood Al-Assousi, noting
that the tender will cover over 1,500 of the
ministry’s facilities. Assousi said that around
750 out of the total of 3,000 cameras donat-
ed by Zain had been installed in mosques
and that the remaining will be installed
within two months. 

Bedoon students
MP Nasser Al-Doussary said that Minister

of Education and Higher Education Dr
Mohammad Al-Fares informed him that he
will stop transferring bedoon students to
schools in Mubarak Al-Kabeer and Ahmadi,
and that he will meet with his undersecre-
tary and the assistant undersecretary for
public education to set an immediate plan
to have them registered in schools close to
their houses. Fares has also promised to
solve the problem of overcrowded classes in
Sabah Al-Ahmed by opening new classes.

Agreements
The National Assembly’s office yesterday

referred a number of draft laws concerning
agreements and memorandums of under-
standing that the government had present-
ed to the parliamentary foreign affairs com-

mittee for discussion pending voting on
passing them, said informed sources. The
proposals include economic ones for GCC
states and a protocol on amending an
agreement with India to prevent double tax-
ation, the sources added. The proposals also
include legal and judicial agreements with
Egypt and security cooperation with Iraq. 

Expenses
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance

Minister Anas Al-Saleh said that the foreign
affairs, defense, higher education and health
ministries spent a total of KD 2.21 billion on
their expenses abroad up to March 2017.
Responding to a parliamentary inquiry,
Saleh explained that the foreign ministry
spent KD 654 million on Kuwaiti embassies
abroad, defense ministry spent KD 217 mil-
lion on its military offices abroad, ministry of
higher education spent KD 259 million on
scholarships abroad while the health min-
istry spent KD 1.8 billion on overseas treat-
ment. Meanwhile, Saleh said that the Kuwait
Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP)
was facing various impediments causing
delay in some public-private-partnership
projects. Saleh explained that the obstacles
include delay in receiving approvals from
monitoring apparatuses such as the fatwa
and legislation department and the audit
bureau, especially since special advisors
were appointed for each project. He added
that another reason was the delay in
approving some projects’ feasibility studies. 

Zain donates 3,000

cameras for mosques

KUWAIT: Drugs found with a passenger
arrested at Kuwait International Airport
yesterday.

Kuwait Municipality workers remove an
unlicensed billboard during a recent
campaign.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait City’s skyline pictured during twilight. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday a cable of
condolences to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong of
Malaysia Sultan Muhammad V of Kelantan. His
Highness expressed his sincere condolences and sor-
row over the death of Sultan of Kedah Abdul Halim
Muíadzam Shah. He prayed to Allah Almighty to
bestow his mercy upon the late Sultan and place him
in his heaven, and inspire the Malaysian royal family
with patience and solace. —KUNA

KUWAIT: An official from the Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) stated yesterday that the depart-
ment has activated emergency plans in preparation
for the heavy rains and flooding that might occur
during the winter season. The plan includes the
installation of water pumps and the supply of small
boats, hoops, life jackets, and rescue ropes, said the
Director of Central Operations Brigadier Tariq Al-
Sabti in a press statement. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Proper procedures were carried out over
the ongoing probe into the Al-Jazeera aircraft (flight
787) collision with a radar-equipped balloon, said
Kuwait ’s Directorate General of Civil  Aviation
(DGCA) yesterday.  In a press release, the DGCA said
that the incident, occurred on August 27, did not
result in major damages to the aircraft, which land-
ed safely. The statement indicated that the inde-
pendent team, tasked with the probe, would con-
tinue to look into the matter to determine what
have happened. — KUNA

In Brief
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Mercy International,
part of the Association for Social Reform,
launched a campaign to distribute
around 4,000 food parcels to some
16,000 Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh, said an official yesterday.
Mercy International’s Indian subconti-
nent bureau Chief Mohammad Al-Qassar
said via phone that aiding Myanmar’s
Rohingya minority was a humanitarian
duty which Kuwait would gladly partici-
pate in.

He indicated that the Rohingyas, who
are escaping persecution in Myanmar,
are in desperate need for aid considering
their current dire situation.  As a nation
eager for truth and justice, Kuwait will
stand by the Rohinyas “who are abused
and massacred by the Buddhist majority
in their country,” said Qassar who called
on all components of Kuwaiti society to
aid their fellow Muslims in Myanmar.  He
urged people to donate to the campaign
through Mercy International headquar-
ters all over Kuwait or through the com-
mittee’s website. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) and IHH Humanitarian
Relief Foundation announced yesterday
that they are working together to deliver
relief aid and assistance to Rohinya
refugees in Bangladesh. KRCS Chairman
of the Board Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said that
the society was keen on collaborating
with other international partners to help
the Rohingya Muslims.  In the upcoming
days, the KRCS and associates will
launch a campaign in support of the
Rohingyas escaping persecution from
the Buddhist majority in Myanmar. In
the previous weeks, some 300,000
Rohingya Muslims have fled Rakhine
State in Myanmar to neighboring
Bangladesh, according to the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR). — KUNA

KUWAIT: The capital commission in the
Municipal Council on yesterday approved a
plan to allocate plots of land in the coun-
try’s governorates for young Kuwaiti entre-
preneurs to display their products and pro-
mote their ventures. Dr Hassan Kamal,
member of the committee, said in a state-
ment to journalists that the commission

recommended forming a team to specify
the locations and work out permits’ mecha-
nisms. The State of Kuwait adopts a strate-
gy aimed at encouraging young busi-
nesspersons and enterprises. Authorities
have recently invited such businesspersons
to erect kiosks at the public schools, as part
of this approach. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) recently celebrated the graduation of the fourth batch of Communications Department employ-
ees from CBK Academy in Faiha.

AMMAN: The Kuwaiti National Industries
Group Holding has investments worth $2.5
billion in Jordan, said the chairman on
Tuesday.  Jordanian Premiership, in a state-
ment, quoted Saad Al-Saad as saying that
the group has plans to expand the busi-
nesses in the kingdom. 

The statement quoted Jordanian Prime

Minister Dr Hani Al-Mulki, who hosted a
delegation of the group headed by Saad,
as pledging to provide it with all neces-
sary facilities to grow its investments in
the country. 

The Kuwaiti group, established in 1961,
seeks to expand its projects in various sec-
tors in the country. — KUNA

Kuwaiti provides food parcels
to Rohingyas in Bangladesh

KUWAIT: Members of the capital commission in the Municipal Council met yes-
terday. — KUNA

Kuwait to specialize plots
for young entrepreneurs

Kuwaiti group invests
$2.5 billion in Jordan

AMMAN: Jordanian Prime Minister Dr Hani Al-Mulki meets with Kuwaiti National
Industries Group Holding’s chief Saad Al-Saad. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Thanks to collective inter-agency
effort to materialize the vision of Kuwait’s
political leadership, solar and wind energies
have become a tangible reality after Al-
Shaqaya Renewable Energy Complex went
operational.  The complex has been hooked
to the national power grid recently, thus
adding nearly 23 million kilowatts per hour
in the first six months to the country’s gen-
erating capacity.  Kuwait’s attempts to tap
into renewable energy sources date back to
the 1980s; projects in this sector came to
the fore in the national economic develop-
ment plan in 2010 under the vision of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for covering 15 percent of
the demand for electricity from renewables
through 2030.  Based on an oil price of $45
per barrel, the vision aims to save up to $2.5
billion a year that would be spent on elec-
tricity generated from fossil  fuel.   The
Ministry of Electricity and Water, Kuwait
National Petroleum Company (KNPC) and
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
(KISR) worked together to turn renewable
energy from competitors to oil - the main
source of national income, into an invest-
ment project with high economic and envi-
ronment returns.

Located in the western area of Kuwait, Al-
Shaqaya Renewable Energy Complex opens
new horizons for private investors in the
coming stages, thus promoting innovation in
this field, Chairman of the Complex Dr Salem
Al-Hajraf said.  “The Complex consists of two
power-generating plants - one solar and the
other wind,” he said. 

“The total output of clean energy from
the Complex amounts to 23 million kw/h in
the first six months equivalent to the power

produced from 40,000 barrels of oil worth KD
600,000 (some $1.9 million),” he revealed.
“The unconventional energy is highly cost-
effective. The energy production of the
Complex costs in the first six months only KD
400,000 (nearly $1.3 million), so the differ-
ence between the cost of conventional and
unconventional energy prices is KD 160,000
or $500.000,” Dr Hajraf stated.

Tapping into clean energy saved environ-
ment from 15,000 tons of carbon dioxide
that could be emitted from fossil fuel in this
period, he noted. “The three-phase Complex
is a pioneering project, jointly developed by
KISR and KNPC in collaboration with the
ministry. Its construction works started in
2013. When its final phase is complete in
2030, the Complex will spare up to 12.5 mil-
lion barrels of oil a year or 3-4 percent of the
total oil consumption,” he added.  With a
total population of 4.4 million people,
Kuwait consumes 350,000 barrels of oil per
day, valued at $15.7 million, to generate
electricity and desalinate seawater.  The
power generated from the Complex will
grow from 20 megawatts in the current first
phase to 50 megawatts in 2018, 1,000
megawatts in 2020 and 2,000 megawatts in
the third phase in 2025.

Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Electricity and Water Engineer Mohammad
Bushehri projected the domestic demand for
oil to expand to one million bpd by 2035
when the country’s population will grew to
5.5 million. He said the total power generat-
ing capacity of the country amounts to
16,700 megawatts, noting that the electrical
load this summer has hit 13,800 megawatts,
which forced tapping into the potentials of
alternative energy. — KUNA

KUWAIT: An artist’s rendition for the Shagaya renewable energy project’s site. — KUNA photos Environment Public Authority’s Director Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah tours
Al-Shaqaya Renewable Energy Complex.

Solar panels to produce energy for schools.

Solar panels at Al-Shaqaya Renewable Energy Complex. Renewable energy is harnessed to provide schools with electricity. Workers are seen at the project’s site.

Wind power harnessed at Al-Shaqaya
Renewable Energy Complex.

Another example of renewable energy used domestically.An example of renewable energy used domestically.

Renewable energy: From oil

alternative to economic project



Shocked residents 
return to Irma-ravaged
Florida Keys

Page 8

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

N Korea to boost weapons programs after sanctions

Page 9

NEW DELHI: Indian Muslims hold placards and shout slogans during a protest against the persecution of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar, in New Delhi, India. — AP

STRASBOURG: European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker declared in a
flagship speech yesterday that “wind is back in
Europe’s sails” after last year’s shock Brexit
vote, an act he warned Britain would regret. In
his annual State of the Union address, Juncker
urged the bloc to seize a “window of opportu-
nity” and use the momentum from its recent
economic recovery to become more deeply
integrated than ever before. Defying the
eurosceptic trends that drove Britain to
become the first country to decide to leave
the EU, Juncker outlined a vision of a bigger
eurozone and passport-free Schengen area,
under the aegis of a single EU president.

The former Luxembourg prime minister also
painted a picture of a Europe that would sign
new trade deals around the world, although he
made no mention of any such pact with Britain
after it jumps ship. “ The wind is back in
Europe’s sails,” Juncker told the European
Parliament in Strasbourg, in an unrepentantly
federalist speech that mixed English, French
and German. “We have now a window of
opportunity but it will not stay open forever.
Let us make the most of the momentum, catch
the wind in our sails.” Juncker called for the
leaders of the remaining 27 countries to hold a
special summit in Romania on March 30, 2019

— the day after Britain’s departure, to “sail
away from the harbor”.

‘You will regret it’    
Juncker did not utter the word “Brexit” until

the very end of his 80-minute speech, saying
only that “we will regret it”-and then adding
“you will regret it too” when British euroscep-
tics in the chamber jeered him. “We will move
forward-because Brexit is not everything,
because Brexit is not the future of Europe,” the
veteran politician added. British eurosceptic
leader Nigel Farage, who is a Euro-MP,
responded to Juncker: “Thank God we’re leav-
ing-you’ve learnt nothing from Brexit”.

British Prime Minister Theresa May’s office
said she had not watched the speech, but
added that “the EU will of course want to make
its plans going forward” and that Britain want-
ed a “successful and prosperous Europe.”

The 62-year-old Juncker has two years left
in office as head of the EU’s powerful execu-
tive to ensure that his legacy is not limited to
Brexit. While he admitted that when he gave
his 2016 speech the EU was “battered and
bruised by a year that shook our very founda-
tions”, this year he struck a far more optimistic
tone. With all 28 EU countries back in growth
after years of economic crisis, and the populist

surge of Brexit and the election of US
President Donald Trump at bay for now,
Juncker said there were reasons to be cheer-
ful. He called on the bloc to seal trade agree-
ments with Australia and New Zealand by the
end of his mandate, and push for pacts with
Mexico and South American countries.

Juncker proposed a elected “single presi-
dent” to lead the EU, merging his job as head
of the European Commission and the presi-
dent of the European Council of member
states, currently held by Donald Tusk. That
idea ran into immediate opposition from
Denmark and the Netherlands, while Tusk
tweeted that the focus should be on “real
pressing problems.”

More Europe    
Juncker’s speech was full of calls for “more

Europe”, especially his suggestion that
Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia should all final-
ly become full members of the Schengen
zone. The eurozone should meanwhile be
expanded beyond its current 19 countries, in
line with the EU’s treaties that say all states
must join the single currency, he said. 

Juncker furthermore backed French
President Emmanuel Macron’s call for a pan-
European finance minister to help firefight

future crises, although he was against Macron’s
proposal for a eurozone parliament. The calls
for more integration come despite the need to
heal a deepening split with eastern European
countries that resist such plans. Juncker took a
swipe at Poland and Hungary-which have been
at odds with Brussels over democratic stan-
dards-saying EU countries should not be
allowed to breach the “rule of law”. 

Turkey was also in his crosshairs as he ruled

out EU membership “for the foreseeable
future” because of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s post-coup attempt crackdown, and
urged Ankara to free detained journalists.
Juncker also attacked the “scandalous” condi-
tions for migrants in Libya, with which the EU
is working to try to stop Mediterranean cross-
ings, and called for more solidarity with states
like Italy that are on the frontline of Europe’s
migration crisis. —AFP 

Europe must seize Brexit window 

of opportunity, says Juncker

STRASBOURG: European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker, left, kisses vice-
President of the European Commission Frans Timmermans before delivering his State of
the Union speech at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern France. — AFP

COX’S BAZAR: With Myanmar drawing condem-
nation for violence that has driven at least
370,000 Rohingya to flee the country, the gov-
ernment said yesterday its leader, Aung San Suu
Kyi, will skip this month’s UN General Assembly.
Suu Kyi will miss the assembly, which opened
Tuesday and runs through Sept 25, in order to
address domestic security issues, according to
presidential office spokesman Zaw Htay. 

Her appearance at last year ’s General
Assembly was a landmark: her first since her par-
ty won elections in 2015 and replaced a military-
dominated government. Even then, however,
she faced criticism over Myanmar’s treatment of
Rohingya, whose name she did not utter.
Members of the ethnic group are commonly
referred to as “Bengalis” by many in Myanmar
who insist they migrated illegally from
Bangladesh.  Suu Kyi is not Myanmar’s president
- her official titles are state counselor and foreign
minister but she effectively serves as leader of
the Southeast Asian nation. Zaw Htay said that,
with President Htin Kyaw hospitalized, second
Vice President Henry Van Tio would attend the
UN meeting. “The first reason (Suu Kyi cannot
attend) is because of the Rakhine terrorist
attacks,” Zaw Htay said. “The state counselor is

focusing to calm the situation in Rakhine state.
There are circumstances. The second reason is,
there are people inciting riots in some areas. We
are trying to take care of the security issue in
many other places. The third is that we are hear-
ing that there will be terrorist attacks and we are
trying to address this issue.”

The crisis erupted on Aug 25, when an insur-
gent Rohingya group attacked police outposts in
Myanmar ’s Rakhine state. That prompted
Myanmar’s military to launch “clearance opera-
tions” against the rebels, setting off a wave of
violence that has left hundreds dead and thou-
sands of homes burned - mostly Rohingya in
both cases. Zaw Htay said of 471 “Bengali” vil-
lages in three townships, 176 are now complete-
ly empty and at least 34 others are partially
abandoned. He said there had been at least 86
clashes until Sept. 5, but none since then.

“What that means is, when the security forces
are trying to stabilize the region, they have suc-
ceeded to a point,” he said. The government
blames Rohingya for the violence, but journalists
who visited the region found evidence that rais-
es doubts about its claims that Rohingya set fire
to their own homes. Many of the Rohingya who
flooded into refugee camps in Bangladesh told

of Myanmar soldiers shooting indiscriminately,
burning their homes and warning them to leave
or die. Others said they were attacked by
Buddhist mobs.

‘Take their nationals back’
Suu Kyi, a Nobel Peace Prize laureate who

lived under house arrest for many years under a
military junta that ultimately gave way to an
elected government, has faced a torrent of inter-
national criticism and pressure since the crisis
erupted. On Tuesday, Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called the killing of
Muslims a political disaster and called Suu Kyi a
“brutal woman.” UN human rights chief Zeid
Ra’ad al-Hussein said the Rohingya were victims
of what “seems a textbook example of ethnic
cleansing.” Bangladesh has been overwhelmed
with the massive influx of Rohingya, many of
whom arrived hungry and traumatized after
walking for days through jungles or being
packed into rickety wooden boats.

Before Aug 25, Bangladesh had already been
housing some 500,000 Rohingya refugees who
fled earlier flashes of violence including anti-
Muslim riots in 2012. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has pledged to help the new arrivals, but

demanded that Myanmar “take their nationals
back.” With two pre-existing camps packed
beyond capacity, the government said it would
provide 2,000 acres for a new camp in the border
district of Cox’s Bazar. Many of the new arrivals
were staying in schools, or were huddling under
tarps in makeshift settlements along roads and
in open fields.

Basic resources were scarce, including food,
clean water and medical aid. Dozens of foreign
diplomats and aid agency officials were set to
meet Rohingya refugees yesterday near the
Kutupalong refugee camp, according to Kazi
Abdur Rahman, additional deputy commissioner
in Cox’s Bazar district. “A humanitarian crisis is
going on here,” he said. The diplomats “will visit
camps, talk to them, see their condition. We need
to work together during such a serious crisis.”
Two human rights groups have accused the UN
Security Council of ignoring the crisis.

“This is an international peace and security
crisis” and there is no excuse for the Security
Council “sitting on its hands,” Louis Charbonneau
of Human Rights Watch said Tuesday alongside
representatives from Amnesty International at
the UN headquarters The Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, the world’s largest Muslim body,

urged Myanmar to allow in UN monitors so they
can investigate what it alleged was systematic
brutality against the Rohingya. The UN Human
Rights Council approved an investigative mission
earlier this year, but Myanmar in June refused to
allow it to enter.  An envoy’s visit in July was met
with protests. The ethnic Rohingya Muslim
minority has faced decades of discrimination
persecution in Buddhist-majority Myanmar,
where they are denied citizenship despite cen-
turies-old roots in the country. — AP 

As Rohingyas flee, Suu Kyi skips UN summit

‘Clearance operations’ set off a wave of violence 

NAYPYITAW: In this file photo, Myanmar’s
State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi delivers
an opening speech during the Forum on
Myanmar Democratic Transition in
Naypyitaw, Myanmar. — AP
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JERUSALEM: Israel supports the establishment of
a Kurdish state,  Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said yesterday, as Kurds in Iraq gear up
for a referendum on independence that lawmak-
ers in Baghdad oppose. Israel has maintained dis-
creet military, intelligence and business ties with
the Kurds since the 1960s, viewing the minority
ethnic group-whose indigenous population is
split between Iraq, Turkey, Syria and Iran-as a
buffer against shared Arab adversaries.

On Tuesday, Iraq’s Kurdish leader Massoud
Barzani said he would press ahead with the Sept
25 referendum despite a vote by Iraq’s parliament
rejecting it. “(Israel) supports the legitimate efforts
of the Kurdish people to achieve their own state,”
Netanyahu said, in remarks sent to foreign corre-
spondents by his office. Western powers are con-
cerned a plebiscite in Iraq’s semi-autonomous
Kurdish region - including the oil-rich city of
Kirkuk - could divert attention from the war
against Islamic State militants.

Netanyahu said Israel does however consider
the Turkey-based Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) a

terrorist group, taking the same position as
Turkey, the United States and the European
Union. An Israeli general told a conference in
Washington last week that he personally did not
regard the PKK, whose militants have been fight-
ing Turkey for more than three decades, as a ter-
rorist group. Netanyahu, who is due to address
the UN General Assembly on Sept 19, voiced sup-
port for “the Kurds’ aspirations for independence”
in a speech in 2014, saying they deserve “political
independence”.

His latest remarks appeared to be a more direct
endorsement of the creation of a Kurdish state.
But they will cut little ice in Baghdad, which has
no diplomatic relations with Israel and has strong
ties with Israel’s arch-foe Iran. Iraq’s neighbors-
Turkey, Iran and Syria-oppose the referendum,
fearing it could fan separatism among their own
ethnic Kurdish populations. Kurds have sought an
independent state since at least the end of World
War One, when colonial powers divided up the
Middle East after the collapse of the multi-ethnic
Ottoman Empire. —Reuters

ALEPPO: Flicking through before-and-after pho-
tos of Aleppo’s Umayyad mosque on his phone,
the city’s mufti Mahmoud Akkam said he initially
wanted the celebrated landmark to be restored
by fellow Syrians. But when Ramzan Kadyrov,
the strongman chief of Russia’s Chechnya
region, offered to repair the damage that the
ancient mosque sustained in ferocious clashes
four years ago, Akkam felt he could not say no.
“He was very persistent,” Akkam said, “and since
we are of the same religion and he understands
us, we accepted.”

Kadyrov is a fierce loyalist of Russian President
Vladimir Putin, but has also sought to present
himself as an influential figure for Muslims world-
wide. A fund named after his father Akhmat has
already transferred the estimated $14 million
needed to fund the mosque’s restorations.  If it is
not enough, “they will transfer more,” Akkam told
journalists on a tightly controlled tour of Aleppo
organized by Russia’s military to tout the city’s
resurgence.

Syria’s second city was battered by four years
of fighting between rebels in the east and gov-
ernment forces in the west, until an evacuation
deal at the end of 2016 brought it under regime
control. One of the bloodiest frontlines was
Aleppo’s Old City, a UNESCO-listed world her-
itage site featuring the ancient covered market,
centuries-old citadel, and famous Umayyad
mosque. Clashes in April 2013 reduced the

mosque’s minaret, which dates back to the 11th
century, to an unrecognizable pile of blocks.

Retake, rebuild 
Russia has been a decades-long ally of

Damascus and stuck by its side when the uprising
against President Bashar al-Assad broke out in
2011, before devolving into a civil war that has
killed over 330,000 people. In September 2015,
Moscow began carrying out air strikes that have
allowed Syrian troops to retake swathes of territo-
ry-including Aleppo. Now that it is back under
government control, Russia appears keen to help
rebuild it. Aleppo’s skyline features massive
posters of Assad against a backdrop of the
ancient citadel. The cacophony of honking and
buzz of shoppers in some neighborhoods sounds
like that of any metropolis, but much of the city’s
east still lies in silent ruin. Analysts say Syria’s
financial institutions are not in a position to fund
reconstruction and nations that have called for
Assad’s ouster are unlikely to help. Allies like
Russia and Iran have stepped in to fill the void. 

Syria signed a memorandum of understand-
ing on Tuesday with Tehran for the provision of
five gas units to help generate electricity and
restore power to Aleppo.  And yesterday,
Moscow said it will send some 4,000 tons of
building materials and construction equipment
to Syria to help “rebuild vital infrastructure for
settlements freed from terrorists”. The delivery-

including 2,000 tons of metal water pipes and
hundreds of kilometers of high-voltage cables-
was being transported by train to a port in
southern Russia for onward shipment to Syria.

A long-time ally    
Asked whether the West was helping rebuild

Aleppo, deputy governor Faris Faris said Europe
“only gave us militants to kill Syrian people.” “We
will have to rebuild ourselves, with government
help. Without European help,” he said. And
Akkam said UNESCO had not done enough for
the city’s heritage whereas Chechnya’s Kadyrov
“extended his help at a very difficult time.” The
pro-Putin leader has helped rebuild Russia’s
largest mosque, but his fund been criticized as
“the least transparent organization” by opposi-
tion paper Novaya Gazeta.

Officials also appeared keen to brandish
Moscow’s help in restoring Aleppo’s Al-Furqan
school and providing Syrian students there with
back-to-school packages. “Russia has been here
for a long time,” said deputy provincial governor
Hamid Kino. Russian forces were providing secu-
rity for aid convoys and helping transport fami-
lies displaced from Aleppo’s outskirts back into
their battered hometowns, he said. “Every day
people come back to those towns. Some have
their own cars, but for others, we find buses
while the Russians bring Kamaz trucks for peo-
ple’s belongings,” Kino said. —AFP 

After helping retake Aleppo, 

Russia seeks to rebuild it
Moscow provides students with back-to-school packages 

AKRA: Iraqi Kurds wave Kurdish flags and hold torches as they gather to show support for the
upcoming independence referendum and to encourage people to vote in the town of Akra, some
500 kilometers north of Baghdad. —AFP

Israel endorses independent Kurdish state

ALEPPO: People ride bicycles in what was once a rebel-controlled area in Aleppo, Syria. — AP

JERUSALEM: An Israeli Supreme Court
decision that could force ultra-Orthodox
citizens to serve in the army like their sec-
ular counterparts sparked anger from reli-
gious leaders yesterday and reignited a
sensitive political debate. Tuesday’s deci-
sion strikes down a law exempting ultra-
Orthodox men engaged in religious study
from military service, saying it undermines
equality. The decision raises the possibility
that they could be forced into service, a
highly contentious proposition with politi-
cal implications.

The court however suspended its deci-
sion for one year to allow for preparations
for the new arrangement-which also pro-
vides the government with the opportuni-
ty to pass a new law. Ultra-Orthodox politi-
cal parties and their allies in government
are likely to draft new legislation that
could seek to override the court ruling and
keep the exemption in place. The ultra-
Orthodox parties form a key part of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s governing
coalition and have often acted as king-
makers in Israeli politics.

Around 10 percent of Israel’s eight mil-
lion people are considered ultra-Orthodox.
Health Minister Yaakov Litzman, whose
ultra-Orthodox United Torah Judaism
alliance is part of Netanyahu’s coalition,
accused the court of seeking to topple the
coalition. He called the ruling “one of the
worst, most wretched judicial decrees that
will enter the long history of persecutions
of the Jewish people,” ultra-Orthodox
newspaper Hamodia reported. Interior
Minister Aryeh Deri, of the ultra-Orthodox
Shas party, said “the Supreme Court is
totally cut off from our (Jewish) heritage
and tradition.”

The issue is part of a decades-old
debate over whether young ultra-
Orthodox men studying at seminaries
should perform mandatory military serv-
ice like the rest of Israel’s Jewish popula-
tion. After reaching age 18, men must
serve two years and eight months, while
women must serve for two. In 2015, law-
makers passed legislation extending their
exemption from duty, reversing a law
passed the previous year that would have
seen it expire.

Israel’s first prime minister David Ben-
Gurion initially granted the exemption in
the early years of the state founded in
1948, which at the time involved only 400
students. The ultra-Orthodox are however
today among the fastest-growing seg-
ments of Israel’s population, with projec-
tions that they could account for one-
quarter of the total by 2050.

‘Not just for suckers’ 
They oppose serving for a variety of

reasons, with the most extreme believing
a Jewish state is not allowed before the
coming of the Messiah. Others argue that
yeshiva study is just as important to Israel
as military service or that ultra-Orthodox
soldiers would be confronted with salty
language and other unreligious behavior.
Yair Lapid, the head of the centrist Yesh
Atid party who pushed to remove the
exemption as part of the previous govern-
ment in 2014, welcomed the court’s deci-
sion as a victory of “values.”

Lapid, now in the opposition, also criti-
cized Netanyahu, saying the prime minis-
ter could not continue to avoid the issue
and that “conscription is for everyone, not
just for the suckers who don’t have a party
in the coalition.” Israeli media reported
that the ultra-Orthodox parties were to
meet on Wednesday to plot a way forward
after the decision. But many analysts said
it was unlikely to provoke a coalition crisis,
with Netanyahu having sided with the
ultra-Orthodox parties on a range of
issues recently.

A decision in June to scrap a deal to
allow women and men to pray together at
the Western Wall provoked heavy criticism
of Netanyahu, who was accused of aban-
doning reform efforts for political gain.
The ultra-Orthodox parties bitterly
opposed the deal for mixed-gender prayer
at the site in Jerusalem, the holiest where
Jews are allowed to pray, since it violates
their strict interpretation of Jewish law.
“Let’s put matters in proportion. This is not
a political earthquake, not at this stage,”
political columnist Ben Caspit wrote in
Israel’s Maariv newspaper. “Almost nobody
has the energy for elections at the
moment.” —AFP 

Israel ruling on army service for 

religious sparks anger, debate

KABUL: A suicide bomber blew himself up
near a cricket stadium in the Afghan capi-
tal Kabul yesterday, killing three people
including a policeman and wounding five
others, police said. The attacker detonated
the bomb after he was stopped at a securi-
ty checkpoint by suspicious police as he
walked towards the Alokozay Kabul
International Cricket Ground where a
match was under way. There was no
immediate claim of responsibility for the
attack, the latest in a series of deadly
assaults in the city.

“The security forces by sacrificing them-
selves have prevented the attacker from
reaching the crowd (inside the stadium)
and creating a catastrophe,” police
spokesman Basir Mujahid said. Two of the
wounded were police officers. Several
ambulances were seen speeding away from
the scene, apparently taking the injured to
hospital, an AFP reporter said. Scores of
police blocked the road leading to the sta-
dium where the sixth match of the
Shpageeza Cricket League season between
the Boost Defenders and Mis Ainak Knights
was under way.

The competition started Monday.
Hundreds of spectators could be heard
from outside the stadium as firefighters
washed down the area where the bomber

had blown himself to bits. Afghanistan
Cricket Board spokesman Farid Hotak said
the match was briefly interrupted and “all
players and cricket board officials are safe”.
The last major attack in Kabul happened on
August 29 when a suicide bomber blew
himself up outside a bank days before the
Eid festival, killing five people and injuring
several others.

Yesterday’s assault came hours after
eight Afghans expelled from Germany
arrived in Kabul after Berlin resumed depor-
tations of Afghan asylum-seekers. It had
suspended the process when a huge truck
bomb tore through the city’s highly forti-
fied diplomatic quarter on May 31, killing
around 150 people and wounding hun-
dreds more. The latest group represented
the sixth wave of repatriations of Afghans
from Germany since December under a dis-
puted Afghan-European Union deal aimed
at curbing the influx of migrants.

Berlin has argued that it can safely repa-
triate people to Kabul and other parts of
Afghanistan, even as Taliban and Islamic
State militants terrorize much of the coun-
try. “They told me that there is no problem
in your country and you can live there so
you can’t stay here (Germany) anymore,”
Mohammad Jamshidi, one of the depor-
tees, said. —AFP 

Suicide bomber kills three 

near Kabul cricket stadium

KABUL: Afghan security personnel stand guard at a road block after an explosion
near the Afghan cricket stadium in Kabul. — AFP

PALAJ, Kosovo: Benjamin, an ethnic Albanian,
and Luka, an ethnic Serb, are young neighbors
who share a school but meet only on the foot-
ball pitch. One boy is taught that Kosovo is inde-
pendent and the other that it is a Serbian
province. In the former Yugoslavia, especially
Bosnia, Kosovo and Muslim-dominated areas of
Serbia, schooling is often determined by ethnic
affiliation. “In the long term this will cause social
damage and political instability,” said education
specialist Dukagjin Pupovci, warning that Serb
pupils in Kosovo risked living “outside reality”.

Kosovo declared independence from Serbia
in 2008, a decade after a war between its ethnic
Albanian pro-independence rebels and Belgrade
forces. Although more than 110 countries now
recognize Kosovo’s sovereignty, the ethnic Serb
minority in the former province does not and is
backed by Serbia and Russia. In Palaj, on the out-
skirts of Kosovo’s capital Pristina, a slim majority
of its 400 inhabitants are ethnic Serbs who call
the village Crkvena Vodica (“Holy Water”).

They share a school with the local Albanian
community, but the name of the establishment
changes according to class ethnicity. In the
morning, when the school hosts around 50
young Serbs, it is called “Dositej Obradovic” after
an 18th century Serbian writer and philosopher.
But in the afternoon, when some 80 Albanians
take to their desks, it is known as “Fazli Graiqevci”
in honour of an Albanian education activist.
Benjamin, a Barcelona fan, meets Real Madrid
supporter Luka only when playing football. 

“Everyone speaks his own language. When
we do not understand each other we speak

using our hands,” 11-year-old Benjamin told AFP.
Luka, 12, said there were rarely any problems,
and if they do occur, “we solve them by our-
selves, we don’t call our parents or teachers”.

No politics, no problems 
While their parents often speak each other’s

language, a legacy of the former Yugoslavia, the
two young boys do not.  Benjamin can learn

English and French at school, while Russian is
the preferred second language for Serbs. “We
are like two trains arriving from different direc-
tions and meeting only briefly at the same sta-
tion,” said physics teacher Sejdi Preniqi. This is
above average integration for schools in Kosovo,
where the two ethnic groups typically learn on
completely different premises, with the Serb sys-
tem and its teachers funded by Belgrade. —AFP

Going to school in Balkans, 

segregated by ethnicity

PALAJ: A Kosovo Albanian student cleans a blackboard at an elementary school in the vil-
lage of Palaj. — AFP
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Amnesty calls for ban on 
pellet shotguns in Kashmir

SRINAGAR: Amnesty International yesterday reit-
erated its call for a ban on pellet-firing shotguns
used by Indian forces in Kashmir to quell civilian
protests. In a report the rights group said it had
interviewed 88 people whose eyesight had been
damaged by the metal shot from the pump-action
guns. Two of the victims had been completely
blinded. “The injuries and deaths caused by this
cruel weapon bear testimony to how dangerous,
inaccurate and indiscriminate it is,” Akar Patel,
executive director at Amnesty International India,
said in a statement.

Violence erupts in Haiti 
over national budget   

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Protesters brought parts of the
Haitian capital  Port-au-Prince to a standstil l
Tuesday, setting vehicles alight and damaging
local businesses in violent demonstrations against
the government’s budget plans. “ These little
thieves in Parliament voted for this budget to help
the government exploit the people,” said protester
Marco Paul Delva, standing by a barricade of flam-
ing tires near the legislature. Traffic in the center of
Port-au-Prince and on key routes around the city
ground to a halt after protesters threw stones and
tires across roads. The protest took police by sur-
prise-and they were unable to intervene in some
blocked-off areas.

US kills six in Shabaab 
air strikes in Somalia

WASHINGTON: US forces in Somalia conducted
three air strikes on Islamist Shabaab targets yester-
day, killing six fighters with the Al-Qaeda linked
group, the US military said. The pre-dawn operation
occurred in southern Somalia about 160 miles south
of Mogadishu. The strikes were conducted under
powers President Donald Trump gave the Pentagon
in March that lets the military take counter-terror-
ism actions-whether airstrikes or ground raids-when
it deems them necessary to support the Somali gov-
ernment. “In coordination with the federal govern-
ment of Somalia, US forces conducted three preci-
sion air strikes in Somalia against al-Shabaab, killing
six terrorists,” the US militaryís Africa Command said
in a statement. —Agencies

News
i n  b r i e f

Two bodies recovered after 
boat collision off Singapore

SINGAPORE: Divers yesterday recovered the bodies of
two seamen who went missing after their dredger col-
lided with a tanker off Singapore and rescuers were
hunting for three still missing. The accident around
the busy Singapore Strait occurred just weeks after a
deadly collision involving a US warship in the same
area. After the latest collision in the early hours, the
Dominican-registered dredger capsized, leaving four
Chinese members of crew and one Malaysian missing.
Seven other sailors were rescued. A major rescue
effort was launched involving almost 30 boats from
Singapore and neighboring Indonesia,  and f ive
Singapore Air Force aircraft. 

CARACAS: Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro said Tuesday his government was
prepared to meet the opposition for talks,
offering a glimpse of a breakthrough in a
political standoff marked by months of
deadly protests. Maduro made the sur-
prise announcement in a televised cabi-
net meeting in Caracas. He told his minis-
ters he would accept to undertake talks
brokered by Dominican Republic
President Danilo Medina and ex-Spanish
premier Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero.

“Zapatero and President Medina know
very well that I have been a promoter of
this dialogue and I accept this new day of
dialogue,” Maduro said. Maduro appoint-
ed influential Caracas politician Jorge
Rodriguez as his representative at the
talks, and said he would leave for the
Dominican Republic “in the next few
hours.” The opposition announced in turn
that it held an exploratory meeting yes-
terday with the Dominican president.
However, it insisted it did not mean it was
the beginning of formal talks with the
government.

“The time for symbolic gestures is
over,” the opposition coalition

Democratic Unity Roundtable said. “To
enter into serious negotiation, we
demand immediate actions that demon-
strate a real willingness to resolve the
national problems and not to win time,” it
said. Oil-rich Venezuela is facing a grow-
ing economic crisis that has caused
shortages of food and medicine as it
faces the prospect of default to its
Russian and Chinese creditors Maduro
had to weather falling oil prices and a
wave of opposition protests that left 125
people dead between April and July.

Latest attempt    
Medina and Zapatero will hope their

efforts to find a solution in Venezuela 
are more fruitful than those of the

Vatican and the Union of South American
Nations who brokered the last meeting
between the two sides in October last
year. Those talks broke up a month later
with the opposition accusing the govern-
ment of failing to adhere to earlier agree-
ments to free political prisoners and pre-
pare elections. United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres expressed his
“full support” for the initiative, stressing

that the Venezuelan crisis requires a
“political solution based on dialogue.”

International powers accuse Maduro
of dismantling democracy by taking over
state institutions in order to resist opposi-
tion pressure for him to quit, amid an
economic crisis that has caused short-
ages of food and medicine. They accused
him of a blatant power grab in July after
the formation of a Constituent Assembly
packed with his allies which superseded
the opposition-dominated national
assembly. The opposition had refused to
participate in the election of members of
the Constituent Assembly, but decided to
contest regional polls set for October.

Earlier, French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian raised the possibility of a
resumption of talks in the Dominican
Republic. In a statement published after
his meeting with Venezuelan Foreign
Minister Jorge Arreaza Montserrat, Le
Drian welcomed what he called “good
news,” expressing hope the move would
“result very quickly in concrete gestures on
the ground.” French President Emmanuel
Macron said last week that he considered
Maduro to be “a dictator.”—AFP 

Maduro accepts talks offer with Venezuela opposition

Romania rescues 150 
migrants in Black Sea   

MIDIA, Romania: Romanian authorities said yesterday
they had rescued more than 150 migrants in the Black
Sea, the fifth such incident since August amid rising
fears that a new migrant route to Europe is opening up.
Authorities said 153 people including 53 children and
51 women, many from Iraq, had been on board the ves-
sel when conditions turned choppy off Romania’s east-
ern coast in the night from Tuesday to yesterday. “The
sea had been very agitated, with waves of up three
meters. These people were in a very dangerous situation
and risked either drowning or seeing their boat sink,”
Cristian Cicu, a spokesman for the Constanta coast-
guard, said. 

MADRID: Spain’s state prosecutor yesterday ordered a
criminal probe of Catalan mayors who cooperate with an
October 1 independence referendum deemed illegal by
Madrid and threatened to arrest those who do not com-
ply. The prosecutors’ office ordered the mayors who have
agreed to help stage the vote be summoned to court as
official suspects and if they do not appear to “order their
arrest”, according to a copy of the ruling obtained by AFP.

Catalonia’s pro-separatist government has asked the
wealthy northeastern region’s 948 mayors to provide facil-
ities for polling stations for the plebiscite. So far over 700
mostly smaller municipalities have agreed to participate.
The ruling comes a day after prosecutors ordered police in
Catalonia to seize ballot boxes, election flyers and any oth-
er item that could be used in the referendum.

Prosecutors have already launched an official com-
plaint against Catalan president Carles Puigdemont and
members of his government over their referendum plans,
accusing them of civil disobedience, misfeasance and mis-
appropriation of public funds-the latter carrying jail sen-
tences of up to eight years. Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s
conservative government has vowed to do everything in
his power to stop the referendum. 

It argues Spain’s 1978 constitution stipulates that
regional governments cannot call an independence refer-
endum. Spain’s Constitutional Court has suspended a refer-
endum law that was fast-tracked through Catalonia’s
regional parliament last week but the Catalan government
has vowed to go ahead with the vote nonetheless. The
court has since 2015 declared regional independence refer-
endums to be unconstitutional. 

Economic worries 
Catalan authorities routinely ignore the court’s deci-

sions as they do not recognize its legitimacy. Catalonia,
which is roughly the size of Belgium and accounts for
about one-fifth of Spain’s economic output, and already
has significant powers over matters such as education and
healthcare. But Spain’s economic worries, coupled with a
perception that the region pays more in taxes than it
receives in investments and transfers from Madrid, have
helped push the cause of secession from the fringes of
Catalan politics to centre stage. Adding to the rise in sepa-
ratist sentiment was a 2010 ruling by the Constitutional
Court striking down parts of a 2006 autonomy charter
which granted new powers to Catalonia and recognized it
as “a nation”.  —AFP 

Spain prosecutors 
threaten to arrest 

Catalan mayors

CARACAS: This file photo shows Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, right,
speaking next to former president of Spanish government Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero, left, and former president of Dominican Republic Leonel Fernandez,
center, at the end of a meeting in the Presidential Palace in Caracas.—AFP

ISLAMORADA: Evacuees from Hurricane Irma were early
yesterday returning to the Florida Keys, where sunrise will
give them a first glimpse of devastation that has left
countless homes and businesses in ruins. Categorized as
one of the most powerful Atlantic storms on record, Irma
claimed more than 60 lives, officials said. At least 18 peo-
ple died in Florida and destruction was widespread in the
Keys, where Irma made initial US landfall on Sunday to
become the second major hurricane to strike the main-
land this season.

A resort island chain that stretches from the tip of the
state into the Gulf of Mexico, the Keys are connected by a
bridges and causeways along a narrow route of nearly
100 miles. “I don’t have a house. I don’t have a job. I have
nothing,” said Mercedes Lopez, 50, whose family fled
north from the Keys town of Marathon on Friday and rode

out the storm at an Orlando hotel, only to learn their
home was destroyed, along with the gasoline station
where she worked.

“We came here, leaving everything at home, and we
go back to nothing,” Lopez said. Four families from
Marathon including hers planned to venture back yester-
day to salvage what they can. The Keys had been largely
evacuated by the time Irma barreled ashore as a Category
4 hurricane with sustained winds of up to 130 mph. Initial
damage assessments found 25 percent of homes there
were destroyed and 65 percent suffered major damage,
Federal Emergency Management Agency administrator
Brock Long said.

‘Sailboat in our backyard’   
Authorities allowed re-entry to the islands of Key Largo,

Tavernier and Islamorada for residents and business own-
ers on Tuesday. The extent of the devastation took many
of the first returnees by surprise. “I expected some fence
lines to be down and some debris,” said Orlando Morejon,
51, a trauma surgeon from Miami as he hacked away at a
tree blocking his Islamorada driveway. “We were not
expecting to find someone else’s sailboat in our backyard.”

A boil water notice was in effect for the Keys late on
Tuesday, while its airports remained closed to commercial
flights. Several major airports in Florida that had halted
passenger operations resumed with limited service on
Tuesday, including Miami International, one of the busiest
in the United States. All 42 bridges in Monroe County,
which includes the Keys, were deemed safe and one of
two washed out sections of US 1 Roadway was now navi-
gable, the county said on its Twitter account.

At the end of Islamorada, roughly the halfway point of
the Keys, police at a checkpoint turned around returning
residents seeking to travel farther south and waved
through utility crews, law enforcement and healthcare
workers. Authorities said they were barring re-entry to the
remainder of the Keys to allow more time to restore elec-
tricity, water, fuel and medical service. US officials have
said some 10,000 Keys residents stayed put when the
storm hit and may ultimately need to be evacuated.

Across Florida and nearby states, some 5.8 million
homes and businesses were late on Tuesday estimated to
be still without power, down from a peak of 7.4 million on
Monday. Florida’s largest utility, Florida Power & Light Co,
said western parts of Florida might be without electricity
until Sept. 22. The state’s largest city, Jacksonville, in its
northeastern corner, was still recovering from heavy flood-
ing yesterday.

While damage across Florida was severe, it paled in
comparison with devastation wrought by Irma in parts
of the Caribbean, which accounted for the bulk of the
hurricane’s fatalities. It destroyed about one-third of the
buildings on the Dutch-governed portion of the eastern
Caribbean island of St.  Martin, the Dutch Red Cross said
on Tuesday. Irma was a post-tropical cyclone late on
Tuesday as it drifted north as it brought rain to the
Mississippi Valley, the National Hurricane Center said. It
hit the United States soon after Hurricane Harvey,
which plowed into Houston late last month, killing
about 60 and causing some $180 billion in damage,
mostly from flooding.—Reuters

Shocked residents return to 
Irma-ravaged Florida Keys

More than 60 killed by storm, at least 18 in US

FLORIDA: A beachfront home shows damage from Hurricane Irma in Vilano Beach, Florida.—AFP

Seattle mayor quits after 
fifth sexual abuse claim   

LOS ANGELES: The mayor of the US Pacific Northwest
city of Seattle quit Tuesday after his younger cousin
became the fifth man to accuse the politician of sexual
abuse. Ed Murray, 62, who had already confirmed he
would not be seeking a second term, will step down
effective of 5:00 pm yesterday. “While the allegations
against me are not true, it is important that my personal
issues do not affect the ability of our city government to
conduct the public’s business,” he said in a statement.
Joseph Dyer, a 54-year-old dialysis technician, said
Murray forced him into sex for about a year while the
two shared a bedroom in the New York home of Dyer’s
mother when the alleged victim was 13.

WASHINGTON: As North Korea flaunts its new nuclear
muscle, Defense Secretary Jim Mattis is spotlighting the
overwhelming numerical superiority of America’s dooms-
day arsenal. Yesterday he is dropping in on ground zero of
American nuclear firepower: Minot Air Force base in North
Dakota, home to more than 100 land-based nuclear mis-
siles as well as nuclear bomb-toting aircraft. He also will
receive briefings at Strategic Command, whose top officer
would command nuclear forces in war.

The visits were scheduled before a recent series of North
Korean nuclear and missile tests, but they give Mattis a
chance to highlight what the Air Force touts as an always-
ready fleet of land-based missiles and B-52 bombers
equipped to deliver nuclear devastation to nearly any point
on the globe in short order. Minot and Strategic Command
headquarters at Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska also are
timely backdrops for a related political message: 

The Trump administration intends to press ahead with a
multibillion-dollar modernization of the entire nuclear
arsenal. The Pentagon is in the midst of an in-depth review
of nuclear weapons policy, but it seems already clear that
upgrading the Cold War-era nuclear force is a foregone
conclusion. Last month the Pentagon signaled its inten-
tions by awarding two key contracts. One was to Northrop
Grumman and Boeing, totaling nearly $700 million, for fur-
ther development of an intercontinental ballistic missile, or
ICBM, to replace the Minuteman 3. 

The other was to Lockheed Martin and Raytheon for
$1.8 billion to work on a new nuclear-armed, air-launched
cruise missile. The Air Force also is proceeding with devel-
opment of a next-generation nuclear-capable bomber,
dubbed the B-21 Raider, and the Navy is building a new
fleet of strategic nuclear submarines. How this fits into the
broader defense budget in coming years is unclear.
Kingston Reif, a nuclear policy specialist at the Arms
Control Association, says his analysis of budget figures sug-
gests that the total cost over 30 years could approach $1.5
trillion, when adjusting for inflation.

“The current approach exceeds what is necessary for
deterrence and assumes that the United States will main-
tain a nuclear arsenal like the one it has now for decades to
come,” Reif said, noting the Obama administration had
determined that the nuclear arsenal could be cut further
without sacrificing security. Air Force Secretary Heather
Wilson said on Monday that there is no practical alternative
to modernizing the force. “At some point, stuff just breaks,”
she said, referring to the Minuteman 3, which was first
deployed in 1970. “The materials just are not able to be
maintained anymore.”

Easily targeted, not easily destroyed 
Mattis in recent weeks has all but dismissed the idea - he

himself raised it in congressional testimony two years ago -
that the country might be better off eliminating the ICBM
fleet. In June, the Air Force finished reducing the number of
Minuteman 3 missiles by 50 to a total of 400, the lowest
since 1962. But Mattis appears to have been persuaded by
the argument that keeping ICBMs deployed in under-
ground silos sprinkled across the western Great Plains is key
to deterrence because an attacker would have to use hun-
dreds of weapons to destroy all 400 launch facilities.

“It’s going to soak up a lot” of an enemy’s arsenal, he said
last month, referring to the Minuteman launch sites in
North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado and Nebraska.
Because these are fixed sites known to an adversary, they
are easily targeted, although perhaps not easily destroyed.
Minot hosts the 91st Missile Wing, which operates one-third
of the nation’s 400 Minuteman 3 missiles, as well as the 5th
Bomb Wing, which flies nuclear-capable B-52 bombers.

Minot in recent years was at the center of trouble in the
ICBM force, including lapses in morale, training, perform-
ance and management. The Air Force has made an effort
since 2014 to correct those weaknesses, which had accu-
mulated over a period of years, with little attention from
Congress. Mattis himself has been something of a nuclear
skeptic. Pentagon leaders usually are cheerleaders for the
nuclear establishment, in part because it has been at the
heart of US security strategy for many decades and in part
because it is politically unpopular to question the way that
establishment manages the nuclear force. —AP

Amid North Korea crisis, Mattis 
focuses on US doomsday arsenal

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis listens on Capitol Hill in Washington, while testi-
fying before the Senate Armed Services Committee
hearing on the Pentagon’s budget.—AFP
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SINGAPORE: Singapore got its first
female president yesterday, but the
milestone was overshadowed by criti-
cism that her selection was undemocrat-
ic after she was handed the job without
a vote. Halimah Yacob, a former speaker
of parliament from the Muslim Malay
minority, did not have to face an elec-
tion for the largely ceremonial post after
authorities decided her rivals did not
meet eligibility criteria. It was not the
first time in the affluent city-state-which
is tightly controlled and has been ruled
by the same party for decades-that the
government has disqualified presiden-
tial candidates, making an election
unnecessary.

But there was already unease about
the process as it was the first time that
the presidency had been reserved for a
particular race, in this case the Malay
community. The decision to hand her the
job without an election added to the
anger. Social media was abuzz with criti-
cism as Halimah, a bespectacled 63-year-
old who wears a headscarf, was formally
announced as president-elect, with
Facebook user Pat Eng writing: “Elected

without an election. What a joke.”
“I will call her President Select from

now on,” said Joel Kong on the network-
ing site, while some posts were marked
with the hashtag #NotMyPresident
echoing the message used by upset
Americans after the election of President
Donald Trump.

President for everyone   
Halimah was a member of parliament

for the ruling People’s Action Party for
nearly two decades before resigning to
contest the presidency. She addressed
the concerns about the selection
process after being named president-
elect. “I’m a president for everyone.
Although there’s no election, my com-
mitment to serve you remains the same,”
she said. Halimah added she would “start
working immediately” to bring the coun-
try together.

She also insisted her status as
Singapore’s first female president was
“not just tokenism”, in a speech to a
cheering crowd while wearing orange, a
color supposed to symbolize unity. “Every
woman can aspire to the highest office in

the land when you have the courage,
determination and will to work hard,” she
said. Singapore’s head of state has limited
powers, including vetoing senior official

appointments. But an establishment fig-
ure has always held the role and there are
rarely tensions with the government.
Authorities decided to allow only candi-

dates from the Malay community to put
themselves forward for the presidency to
foster harmony in the city-state of 5.5 mil-
lion people which is dominated by ethnic
Chinese, and give more opportunities to
minorities. Halimah is the first Malay pres-
ident of Singapore for almost five
decades.  The last was Yusof Ishak, presi-
dent from 1965 to 1970, the first years of
the city-state’s independence. 

But the decision to limit candidates
to one race had caused concern, includ-
ing among Malays, as it was seen as pos-
itive discrimination that ran counter to
the city-state’s traditional meritocratic
principles. Five people had originally put
their names forward for the presidency
and the government had scheduled an
election for September 23. Two were
quickly eliminated as they were not
Malay. The two others, Malay business-
men, were disqualified on Monday as
their companies were smaller than
required by strict new eligibility rules
introduced last year. Halimah automati-
cally qualified as she has held public
office. She will be inaugurated in a cere-
mony today.—AFP 

Anger as Singapore gets 1st female president without a vote

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s new president-elect Halimah Yacob, center, addresses
supporters at the nomination centre in Singapore.—AFP

SEOUL: North Korea vowed yesterday to acceler-
ate its weapons programs in response to “evil”
sanctions imposed by the UN Security Council
following its latest and most powerful nuclear
test. The respected 38 North website in the US
raised its estimate for the yield from the explo-
sion, which Pyongyang says was a hydrogen
bomb small enough to fit onto a missile, to
around 250 kilotons-more than 16 times the size
of the device that devastated Hiroshima in 1945.

The detonation, Pyongyang’s sixth nuclear
blast, prompted global condemnation and came
after it carried out two intercontinental ballistic
missile launches in July that appeared to bring
much of the US into range. The UN Security
Council unanimously imposed an eighth set of
sanctions on the North Monday, banning it from
trading in textiles and restricting its oil imports,
which US President Donald Trump said was a
prelude to stronger measures.

The resolution, passed after Washington
toned down its original proposals to secure
backing from China and Russia, came just one
month after the council banned exports of coal,
lead and seafood in response to the ICBM
launch. The North’s foreign ministry condemned
the new measures “in the strongest terms”, call-
ing them a “full-scale economic blockade” driven
by the US and aimed at “suffocating” its state and
people. It was “another illegal and evil ‘resolution
on sanctions’ piloted by the US”, it said in a state-
ment carried by the official KCNA news agency.
“The DPRK will redouble the efforts to increase
its strength to safeguard the country’s sover-
eignty and right to existence,” the ministry said,
using the abbreviation for the North’s official
name. But the South’s unification ministry
described the statement as “the most low-key
form of response from North Korea to UN
Security Council resolutions”.

Seoul conducted its first live-fire exercise of
its new long-range Taurus missile in response to
the nuclear test, its Air Force said. The German
air-to-surface weapon was capable of precision
strikes on key North Korean facilities even if
launched from the central part of the South, it
added. The US and its allies argue that tougher
sanctions will pile pressure on North Korea to
negotiate an end to its weapons programs but
experts are skeptical.

US President Donald Trump said the latest
measures were a “very small step not a big deal”
that must lead to tougher measures. “Those
sanctions are nothing compared to ultimately

what will happen,” Trump said, but added that it
was “nice to get a 15 to nothing vote”.

Radioactive gas    
The North says it needs nuclear weapons to

protect itself from “hostile” US forces and analysts
believe Pyongyang’s weapons program has made
rapid progress under leader Kim Jong-Un, with
previous sanctions having done little to deter it.
Government estimates of the yield from its sixth
nuclear test vary from South Korea’s 50 kilotons to
Japan’s 160, but 38 North, which is linked to Johns
Hopkins University in the US, raised its estimate to
“roughly 250 kilotons”, in line with upward revi-
sions for the magnitude of the resulting tremor.

South Korea’s Nuclear Safety and Security
Commission said yesterday it had collected a
small amount of xenon-133 — a radioactive iso-
tope of the inert gas that does not occur natural-
ly-that was “linked to the latest nuclear test”. But
the commission said in a statement it was
“unable to confirm what type of nuclear test was
conducted”. Washington had initially sought a
full oil embargo and a freeze on the foreign
assets of leader Kim Jong-Un in response to the
blast, but dropped them following strong oppo-

sition from China and Russia. The new resolution
instead bans trade in textiles, cuts off natural gas
shipments to North Korea, places a ceiling of 2
million barrels a year on deliveries of refined oil
products and caps crude oil shipments at cur-
rent levels. Retail petrol prices in the North
jumped earlier this year, with some analysts sug-
gesting the authorities were stockpiling in the
expectation of a ban. According to the US mis-
sion to the United Nations, the North imports
around 8.5 million barrels a year of oil and oil
products, 4 million as crude and 4.5 million in
refined form-which includes substances such as
petrol and diesel.

It added that the North’s textile exports aver-
aged $760 million a year. The UN resolution also
barred countries from issuing new authoriza-
tions to North Korean workers sent abroad.
There are almost 100,000 of them, according to
the US mission, earning more than $500 million
a year for the regime. Under the measure, joint
ventures with North Korean entities are prohibit-
ed, while governments are authorized to inspect
ships suspected of carrying banned cargo from
the country, but must first seek the consent of
the vessels’ flag state.—AFP 

N Korea to boost weapons 
programs after sanctions

North’s foreign ministry condemns new measures

SEOUL: Members of the Korean Veterans Association hold up banners during a rally demand-
ing the re-deployment of US tactical nuclear weapons in South Korea to cope with North
Korea’s nuclear threat in Seoul.—AFP

KABUL: Eight Afghans expelled from Germany
arrived in Kabul yesterday as Berlin resumed
deportations of rejected asylum seekers from
the war-torn country months after suspending
the process when a huge truck bomb hit the
Afghan capital. Germany put the controversial
expulsions on hold after a sewage tanker
packed with explosives detonated near the
German embassy in Kabul’s diplomatic quarter
on May 31, killing around 150 people and
wounding hundreds more.

The latest group represented the sixth wave
of repatriations of Afghans from Germany
since December under a disputed Afghan-
European Union deal aimed at curbing the
influx of migrants. In Berlin, Interior Minister
Thomas de Maiziere defended the latest

deportation, saying that “all eight persons
have been convicted of serious crimes”, with-
out specifying the offences. De Maiziere said
that Germany would stick with its policy of
returning to Afghanistan convicted criminals,
people feared by police to be planning an
attack, and those who refuse to cooperate
with authorities or give their names.

After arriving at Kabul airport on a charter
flight, the eight deportees were escorted by
police to a car park where an official regis-
tered their names. Some of the men carried
small backpacks while others had no luggage
at all. “They told me that there is no problem
in your country and you can live there so you
can’t  stay here anymore,” Mohammad
Jamshidi said before getting into a taxi. Reza

Rezayi said he was deported after his wife
accused him of beating her. 

“Despite having a witness, I couldn’t prove
it in the court because Europeans only listen to
the l ies of women,” Rezayi said. The
International Organization for Migration con-
firmed the arrival of “eight returnees”. Twelve
had been scheduled to arrive on Wednesday,
according to Islamuddin Jurat, a spokesman
for Afghanistan’s refugees and repatriations
ministry. “We don’t know if there was a last
minute change in the schedule or some of
them were taken back,” Jurat said.

Uncertain future 
The men face an uncertain future in a coun-

try struggling with high unemployment, a
weak economy and masses of refugees being
ejected from Pakistan and Iran, as well as hun-
dreds of thousands of others uprooted by war.
A hundred Afghans have now returned to the
country after their asylum applications were
rejected by the German government, accord-
ing to official data. Chancellor Angela Merkel
has been battling to bring down the numbers
of asylum seekers after the arrival of more
than one million migrants-mainly from Iraq,
Syria and Afghanistan-hoping to find refuge in
2015 and 2016.

While Germany granted safe haven to most
people from war-torn Syria, Berlin has argued
that it can safely repatriate people to Kabul
and other parts of Afghanistan, even as Taliban
and Islamic State militants terrorize much of
the country.

Jamshidi, one of the deportees, said that
“in every corner of Europe the priority is given
to the people of Syria. “They need only three
months to get registered but Afghans can be
deported after years of staying in Germany.”
The latest deportation comes as Merkel’s con-
servative alliance maintains a strong lead in
the polls ahead of Germany’s general election
on September 24.—AFP 

MANILA: Philippine lawmakers have
moved to cut the budget of the nation’s
human rights commission to $20 and
impeach the Supreme Court chief justice in
what critics yesterday labeled part of a slide
towards dictatorship under President
Rodrigo Duterte. The twin votes in the
House of Representatives added to a grow-
ing climate of fear that Duterte is deter-
mined to silence anyone critical of his war
on drugs, which has claimed thousands of
lives and led rights groups to warn of a
crime against humanity.

Duterte directly drew a link between
Tuesday night’s vote to cut the Commission
on Human Rights’ annual budget from 678
million pesos to 1,000 pesos and its investi-
gations of the drug war killings and related
criticism by its chairman. “He had it com-
ing,” Duterte told reporters late Tuesday,
referring to commission chairman Jose
Gascon. “They only gave him 1,000 pesos
(about $20) because Congress is angry.” The
commission is one of several independent
government bodies set up by the constitu-
tion to check the power of the executive
branch, which controls the country’s police
and military forces.

The Supreme Court is meant to be
another safeguard. Duterte’s allies in the
lower house’s justice committee on
Wednesday also voted to impeach its chief
justice after determining corruption allega-
tions against her had substance. The chief

justice, Maria Lourdes Sereno, has been
another critic of the drug war. She wrote
Duterte a letter last year expressing concern
over him publicly naming seven judges as
being involved in the drug trade, warning it
made them vulnerable to being killed.

Duterte responded by threatening to
declare martial law if Sereno continued to
interfere in his drug war. Should the entire
house endorse the justice committee’s find-
ings against Sereno, the Senate would con-
vene as an impeachment court. The Senate
still has to review and endorse the vote to
slash the rights commission’s budget. The
Senate is also dominated by Duterte allies,
but it has proved more independent than
the lower house and it could still over-rule
the moves against the rights commission
and Sereno.

Path to dictatorship   
Nevertheless, critics warned of authori-

tarian rule under Duterte-a self-described
socialist who has repeatedly praised late
Filipino dictator Ferdinand Marcos and
Russian President Vladimir Putin. “This leads
us on a direct path to dictatorship,” Senator
Francis Pangilinan, leader of the Liberal
Party, the country’s main opposition group,
said in response to Tuesday’s vote. Teodoro
Casino, a former House member represent-
ing the left wing Bayan Muna party,
expressed similar sentiments when com-
menting on the move against Sereno. —AFP

COLOMBO: Human rights lawyer Amal
Clooney yesterday raised fresh fears for the
safety of her client, former Maldives presi-
dent Mohamed Nasheed, after an official
vowed to have him arrested and deported.
The London-based lawyer said she was
“very concerned” about remarks by Male’s
ambassador-designate to Colombo, that
he would have the exiled leader arrested if
he set foot in Sri Lanka.

Clooney, who is married to Hollywood
star George Clooney, had successfully peti-
tioned a UN body which ruled in late 2015
that Nasheed was wrongfully convicted on
a terrorism charge earlier that year and
sentenced to 13 years in prison. The UN
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention also
ordered the government of President
Abdulla Yameen immediately to free
Nasheed and pay him compensation, a
demand rejected by the Maldives.

Nasheed travelled to London in January
last year on prison leave for medical treat-

ment and has since then remained in self-
imposed exile. He travels frequently to Sri
Lanka to meet fellow dissidents. The new
Maldivian envoy to Sri Lanka, Mohamed
Hussain Shareef, told a local television sta-
tion Monday that he would have Nasheed
arrested in Colombo should he visit and
would deport him. “If a Maldivian authority
requests me to detain and return
Mohamed Nasheed back to the Maldives, I
will,” Shareef said. 

“It’s very simple. They have to say, this is
an individual who we are seeking. I’ll even
go out to the street myself and do it.”
Clooney said Nasheed should not be
returned to the Maldives to serve his
prison sentence. 

“Any attempt by a Maldivian diplomat
to detain president Nasheed in Sri Lanka
would constitute a violation of internation-
al law as well as Sri Lankan criminal law,”
she said according to a statement mailed
to AFP by Nasheed’s party. —AFP

MANILA: This file photo shows Philippine National Police (PNP) Director General
Roland dela Rosa, left, and Commission on Human Rights Commissioner Chito
Gascon, right, taking their oaths at the start of a senate inquiry into a spate of extra-
judicial killings in Manila.—AFP

Philippine lawmakers attack 
rights commission, chief justice

Germany resumes Afghan deportations 

KABUL: An Afghan refugee, center, deported from Germany is registered by an IOM member
after arriving at the international airport in Kabul.—AFP

LONDON: In this photograph, former Maldives president Mohamed Nasheed, center,
his wife Laila Ali, left, and British lawyer Amal Clooney look on after Nasheed arrived
at Heathrow airport in London.—AFP

Clooney raises fresh fears 
for exiled Maldives leader



Recent violence in Myanmar has driv-
en hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya Muslims to seek refuge

across the border in Bangladesh. But
Rohingya have been fleeing persecution in
Buddhist-majority Myanmar for decades,
and many who have made it to safety in
other countries still face a precarious exis-
tence. Some are barred from working or
feel unwelcome in unfamiliar lands. Still,
many say they are relieved to be safe. Here
are four countries where Rohingya have
established settlements in recent years:

Malaysia
There are some 56,000 Rohingya

refugees registered with the UN refugee
agency in Malaysia, with an estimated
40,000 more whose status has yet to be
assessed. Obtaining a UN refugee card
generally protects people from arrest. They
live on the fringe, unable to legally work
because the country - like Thailand and
Indonesia - doesn’t recognize asylum seek-
ers or refugees. Most scrape by on dirty or
dangerous jobs that are shunned by most
Malaysians. Most live in squalid shanty-
town settlements, cramped low-cost flats
or isolated houses where they work on
construction sites, restaurants, factories
and plantations. 

They have no access to free health care
and state-run schools. But for many, even
living on the margins of Malaysian society
is an improvement from what they faced in
Myanmar. “Only my younger brother and
one older brother are stil l  alive” in
Myanmar, said Muhammad Ayub. “The rest
have been killed.” He has lived for four years
in a small shanty settlement on the out-
skirts of Kuala Lumpur that includes a small
mosque and a school teaching children the
Quran. He works odd jobs when he can get
them, and said that if Myanmar ensures the
safety of Rohingya, “I will surely go back.”

Another Rohingya who has been in the
Southeast Asian country for six years,
Ibrahim Mohamad Hussein, said he worried
about the fate of his relatives who are
among some 200 people still living in his
village in Myanmar. “They have increased
the military presence. No one is allowed in
or out,” he said. They have “no food, no
work. It’s hard for them.” Earlier this year,
Malaysia started a pilot project to let
Rohingya refugees with UNHCR cards work
to prevent them from being exploited as
cheap labor. But officials said the response
was poor, as most Rohingya did not want
to leave their communities to work in plan-
tations or factories far away.

Malaysia has been cautious of being
swamped by an influx of migrants. In 2015,
boats carrying Rohingya and Bangladeshi
refugees were pushed back into interna-
tional waters by the Malaysian and Thai
navies. But Malaysia and Indonesia later
took more than 1,600 of the refugees in. On
Monday, Malaysian officials said they were
bracing for a possible new influx of
Rohingya amid the renewed violence in
Myanmar and pledged that anyone arriving
by boat would be treated humanely. New
arrivals would be given water, food and
medical aid, before being handed over to
the Immigration Department, said Malaysia
Maritime Enforcement Agency Director-
General Zulkifli Abu Bakar.

Nepal
Only about 250 Rohingya live in Nepal

since anti-Muslim riots erupted in
Myanmar in 2012, according to the UN
refugee agency, which offers them educa-
tion and medical support. The refugees
live in a ramshackle camp carved out on a
slope on the outskir ts of the capital,
Kathmandu. Their huts of tin, bamboo and
plastic sheets are connected by narrow
stone steps. There is also a large communal
hut, where children study the Quran each
day before school and men gather to dis-

cuss the latest news from Myanmar
received in phone calls from family.

“Just five days back, I heard my uncle
was hacked to death in the village,” one
refugee, Rofique Aalam, said Sunday. He
has been in Nepal for two years.
“Fortunately, I also heard that my father,
mother, brother and sister safely made it
across to Bangladesh.” Most Rohingya in
Nepal work as day laborers, masons or
plumbers. They don’t get paid regularly,
and also have trouble with language barri-
ers, they said. 

But they live in peace, and local busi-
nesses and social workers have donated tin

sheets and bamboo for them to build their
makeshift homes. “We have not had any
problems with the local people or the
authorities. They are helpful,” Aalam said.
Still,  many dream of going back to
Myanmar. “Nobody wants to live in a for-
eign land far from everything we know,”
said Mohammad Iyer, who fled four years
ago with his five children and wife after he
was attacked.

India
Rohingya in India face an uncertain

future, with the Hindu-nationalist govern-
ment threatening to deport them back to
Myanmar. There are some 40,000 Rohingya
living in clusters around the country,
including in the northern Jammu region in
Kashmir, the capital of New Delhi and the
southern city of Hyderabad. But only
16,500 have been registered with the UN
refugee agency.

Analysts say Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is walking a tightrope between
Bangladesh, an ally now besieged by hun-
dreds of thousands of new Rohingya
arrivals, and his Hindu-nationalist power
base at home. Modi made no mention of
the Rohingya crisis during a visit last week
to Myanmar, but later said through the
Foreign Affairs Ministry that India was con-
cerned about the violence and wanted
Myanmar to show restraint. That delayed
response followed pointed appeals from
Bangladlesh for help.

The Indian government is also facing a
backlash over its order last month for states

to prepare to deport illegal immigrants,
including Rohingya. The Supreme Court is
expected to hear the government’s argu-
ments for the order at a court hearing on
Monday. Even if Rohingya are allowed to
stay in India, their lives are far from secure.
In Hindu-dominated northern city of
Jammu, where more than 6,000 Rohingya
live in squalid temporary shelters of burlap
and plastic sheets, the city’s business com-
munity recently announced a campaign to
“identify and kill” Rohingya, but then called
it off after the government announced its
deportation plans.

“They have no right to be in the region,”
said Rakesh Gupta, president of the Jammu
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. More
than 2,100 kilometers to the south in the
city of Hyderabad, another 4,000 Rohingya
live in constant fear of being evicted from
their makeshift shelters of tarp stretched
across bamboo poles and sent back to

Myanmar. “The talk of government sending
us back is very frightening,” said Rohingya
refugee Hameed Ul Haque. “I want to tell
the government: Instead of sending us
back to Myanmar to die, please kill us. At
least we will get a proper burial here.”

Hyderabad’s Muslim population and
some of its leaders have rallied to their
cause and demanded they be allowed to
stay. Aid groups are helping the new
arrivals to secure identity cards from the
UNHCR, a process which takes about three
months. “There is no question of sending
the refugees back without ensuring their
safety,” Telangana state’s Deputy Chief
Minister Mohammed Mahmood Ali told a
rally Sunday in Hyderabad. “This is not an
issue of Muslims alone. This is a humanitari-
an problem.”

United States
The Rohingya who have made it as

refugees to the United States find a warmer
welcome and a more stable life. Only 54
arrived in 2010 and were resettled. By 2016,
that number reached 2,276, according to
the State Department, though so far this
year it was just 1,027. Hitay Lwin Oo, a
Rohingya man who arrived in 2004, helps
others as they come in to Utica, New York,
where he owns the Golden Burma grocery
store. While Rohingya can be ostracized by
other groups in their home country, Lwin
Oo said people from the many different
tribes of Myanmar get along once they
immigrate to the US. “They are happy here,
they have no danger in their lives, no more
trouble,” Lwin Oo said. His own son is a
Marine, his eldest daughter is studying to
be a nurse, and his other two daughters are
still in school.

Starting from scratch can be hard, but
nonprofit agencies help families get apart-
ments to rent.  They usually can find mini-
mum-wage jobs cleaning offices, cutting
grass at golf courses, manufacturing win-
dows or doing other work. Their kids start
school, and quickly learn English. “Arrivals
in the United States have a much, much
better situation than any other part of the
world,” Penn State professor Wakar Uddin, a
Rohingya advocate who arrived decades
ago as a student.

“These people have suffered so much in
their life ... they have never dreamed of this
kind of life,” he said, noting that those reset-
tled in Springfield, Colorado, are happy to
work physically challenging 12-hour shifts
in meat factories, earning low wages. “They
worked much harder in their country and
didn’t even have one meal a day.” In total,
the US has resettled 7,362 Rohingya since
2010, with the largest group of about 1,000
in Chicago and others are in California,
Indiana, Georgia and other states. —AP 
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Sajeed Hassan is spending his school holidays vol-
unteering in a kitchen that provides hot meals to
Rohingya refugees, joining an army of ordinary

Bangladeshis pitching in as aid agencies struggle to
cope with an overwhelming tide of desperate civil-
ians. Some 370,000 refugees have flooded into
Bangladesh in the last two and a half weeks fleeing
violence in Myanmar, a Buddhist-majority country
where the Muslim Rohingya minority has suffered
decades of persecution.  

Aid agencies have warned of an unfolding humani-
tarian crisis in predominantly Muslim Bangladesh, an
impoverished nation of 160 million which is still reel-
ing from devastating floods. But ordinary citizens
have turned out in droves to help their “Muslim broth-
ers”.  At the makeshift kitchen in his uncle’s front yard
near the border town of Teknaf, Hassan works along-
side about a dozen volunteers packaging hot meals of
rice and lentils, stirring bubbling cauldrons of meat
stew over open fires.  “They are Muslims, and they are
coming from another country, that’s why we are help-
ing,” Hassan, 12 said. “They have come from far away,
and they are suffering.”

The Rohingya have centuries-old ties to the
Chittagong region over the border in Bangladesh, and
images on social media purportedly showing abuses
against the Muslim minority have stoked immense
sympathy here. “Sometimes they come to my restau-
rant, eat, and then let us know they don’t have any
money,” said Abdul Khalek at his simple roadside stall
with a tarpaulin roof and mud floor.  “But I don’t mind.
It is a duty from a Muslim brother to another to help in
distress.”

Bangladesh already hosted at least 300,000
Rohingya refugees in squalid camps along its border
with Myanmar before this latest influx, offering sanc-
tuary for more than three decades to civilians fleeing
violence and persecution in neighboring Rakhine
State. But this fresh wave is unprecedented in its mag-
nitude, pushing conditions at the camps to the
absolute limit. Charities are warning of an unfolding
humanitarian crisis as Bangladesh pushes for a diplo-
matic solution to close the floodgates.

Prices soaring 
At the congested market near Kutupalong refugee

camp, where children bang on the windows of pass-
ing cars pleading for food, Bangladeshis are helping
out with whatever meagre resources they have. Some
of these freelance relief efforts are shambolic, with
tremendous crushes and children knocked down as
donated supplies are tossed from moving trucks. As
the crisis enters its third week, patience is also running
thin among some Bangladeshis living near the border,
where many earn little.  Prices for food and other sta-
ples have soared in local markets, which have become
choked with chronic traffic and large numbers of beg-
gars. Kuilla Mia, a tea seller working a street corner
amid a chaotic swirl of refugees, said he had nothing
to spare. 

“I would like to give them a discount, but I cannot
because the price of sugar is high,” he said.
Bangladesh-which initially ordered border guards to
turn back newcomers before the effort became futile-
has been praised for taking on the burden despite its
own pressing challenges as one of the region’s poor-
est countries.  The plight of the Rohingya, who are
reviled and denied citizenship in Myanmar, has partic-
ularly roused emotion across the Islamic world.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina toured
Kutupalong, one of the biggest camps, where she was
seen consoling a young Rohingya boy. ”I can’t hold
back the tears in eyes as I look at this scene... Why
should people suffer such pain?” she said, according
to private news portal bdnews24.com.  Bangladeshi
authorities have said they will register all new arrivals,
setting up booths in the camps to collect fingerprints
and family information.  Hasina wants the Rohingya
returned to what she has labelled their “ancestral
homeland” in Myanmar.  “Myanmar has created the
problem and it will have to resolve it,” she told parlia-
ment on Monday.

Dhaka has pointed to a deal with Yangon in 1992
that saw more than 236,000 Rohingya repatriated as
“members of Myanmar society”. Mohammad Hussain,
a lentil vendor, said he was giving away what he
could, but Bangladeshis alone could not be expected
to care for all the refugees. “If aid doesn’t arrive from
abroad, then these people will be in serious danger,”
he said. But for young Hassan, the experience has
been moving. “I feel great helping them, and I want to
do more,” he said. — AFP 

Focus

From India to Malaysia, Rohingya face hardship, uncertainty

Bangladeshis pitch 

in to aid fleeing 

‘Muslim brothers’ 

By Nick Perry, Sam Jahan

BALUKHALI: A Rohingya Muslim boy, who crossed over from Myanmar into
Bangladesh, stands near a newly built shelter at Balukhali refugee camp,
Bangladesh yesterday. Recent violence in Myanmar has driven hundreds of thou-
sands of Rohingya Muslims to seek refuge across the border in Bangladesh. 

BALUKHALI: Rohingya Muslims, who crossed over from Myanmar into Bangladesh, performs ablution before offering afternoon
prayers at Balukhali refugee camp, Bangladesh yesterday. — AP photos
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capital market this year, but its financing costs will
increase. The standoff could also impair the sustainability
of Bahrain’s currency peg to the US dollar and will also
increase the cost of borrowing for the kingdom, the poor-
est of the six oil-rich GCC nations. The diplomatic rift will
inevitably impair the functioning of the GCC more severely
as the row prolongs.

Meanwhile, the head of the Qatar Investment Authority
said yesterday that the lingering Gulf political crisis was
having little impact on the $300 billion sovereign wealth
fund of the gas-rich nation. In a rare public appearance,
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Mohamed Bin Saud Al-Thani, chief
executive at the QIA, said there was “no problem” for the
fund despite the crisis passing the 100-day mark.

“We are still open for business and business as usual,”
Sheikh Abdullah said in an address at the Carnegie Mellon
University in Qatar. “We are fine,” he added. Qatar has
found itself regionally isolated since June 5. Pressed on the
impact of the crisis several times, Sheikh Abdullah said the
QIA’s exposure to those countries leading the boycott was

“very, very small” and added that the fund would continue
its recent policy of targeting hi-tech and infrastructure
companies in the United States. 

“The future is technology,” he said. Among the compa-
nies in which the QIA was investing were those in the
health sector using hi-tech solutions for cancer treatment,
said Sheikh Abdullah. In 2015 he announced that the QIA
would invest up to $35 billion in the United States over the
following five years, after targeting high-profile acquisi-
tions in Europe. Last December it was also announced the
fund would invest $10 billion in US infrastructure projects.

He said yesterday that around half of that $45 billion
had been invested. The QIA has opened an office in New
York and will do so soon in the Silicon Valley, he added. “If
you want to invest in the States, you have to have boots on
the ground,” he said. Earlier this week it was announced
that the QIA and Swiss commodities trader Glencore had
sold a major part of a stake they had only recently
acquired in Russian oil giant Rosneft to Chinese conglom-
erate CEFC. The QIA is considered one of the world’s
biggest sovereign funds, swollen by Qatar’s massive gas
and oil revenues. —  Agencies

Regional dispute hurting GCC economies...

Continued from Page 1

links to Islamist activity or obvious history of opposi-
tion. Protests are banned in Saudi Arabia, as are political
parties. Unions are illegal, the press is controlled and
criticism of the royal family can lead to prison. Riyadh
says it does not have political prisoners, but senior offi-
cials have said monitoring activists is needed to main-
tain social stability. The detentions reported by activists
follow widespread speculation, denied by officials, that
King Salman intends to abdicate to his son, Crown
Prince Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who dom-
inates economic, diplomatic and domestic policy.

There are also growing tensions with Qatar over its
alleged support of Islamists, including the Muslim
Brotherhood which is listed by Riyadh as a terrorist
organization. Some Twitter users expressed support for
the government’s approach, using the “We’re all
Security” hashtag. “No flattery, no silence whether for a
relative or friend in securing the homeland,” said one.
“Defend your security. Chaos starts with slogans of free-
dom and reform. Do not believe them.” Another user
called on people to photograph any “low-lifes” protest-
ing tomorrow and upload them to the app.

‘Orwellian reality’
Human Rights Watch, a New York-based watchdog,

condemned the government dragnet, saying it called
into question the authorities’ commitment to free
speech and the rule of law. “Saudi Arabia is reaching a
new level of Orwellian reality when it goes beyond
security services’ repression and outsources monitoring
of citizens’ online comments to other citizens,” said
Middle East director Sarah Leah Whitson, referring to
English writer George Orwell ’s dystopian novel
“Nineteen Eighty-Four”.

“Saudi Arabia’s new leadership is quickly showing it
has no tolerance for critical thought or speech and is

marshalling Saudi society to enforce red lines by spying
on itself.” The government has not clearly acknowl-
edged this week’s detentions or responded to requests
for comment. But state news agency SPA said on
Tuesday authorities had uncovered “intelligence activi-
ties for the benefit of foreign parties” by a group of peo-
ple it did not identify.

A Saudi security source said the suspects were
accused of “espionage activities and having contacts with
external entities including the Muslim Brotherhood”,
which Riyadh has classified as a terrorist organization.
The government toughened its stance on dissent follow-
ing the Arab Spring in 2011 after it averted unrest by
offering billions of dollars in handouts and state spend-
ing. But the Brotherhood, which represents an ideologi-
cal threat to Riyadh’s dynastic system of rule, has gained
power elsewhere in the region.

Since the kingdom’s founding, the ruling Al Saud fami-
ly has enjoyed a close alliance with clerics of the ultra-
conservative Wahhabi school of Islam. In return, the cler-
ics have espoused a political philosophy that demands
obedience to the ruler. By contrast, the Muslim
Brotherhood advances an active political doctrine urging
revolutionary action, which flies in the face of Wahhabi
teaching. The Brotherhood-inspired Sahwa movement in
the 1990s agitated to bring democracy to Saudi Arabia
and criticized the ruling family for corruption, social liber-
alization and working with the West, including allowing
US troops into the kingdom during the 1991 Iraq war. 

The Sahwa were largely undermined by a mixture of
repression and co-optation but remain active. The Al-
Saud family has always regarded Islamist groups as the
biggest internal threat to its rule over a country in which
appeals to religious sentiment cannot be lightly dis-
missed and an Al-Qaeda campaign a decade ago killed
hundreds. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt cut diplomatic and transport links
with Qatar in June over its alleged support for Islamist
militants, a charge that Doha denies. —  Reuters

Saudis urged to report on each other’s...

Continued from Page 1

Al-Sabeeh highlighted Kuwait’s status as one of the
important oil-producing countries in the world, and a
country that utilizes oil and gas incomes to implement
its government’s development efforts. The United
Nations Development Program (UNDP), International
Finance Corporation (IFC) and IPIECA launched the joint
report, “Mapping the oil and gas industry to the
Sustainable Development Goals: An Atlas,” on July 24,
according to UNDP’s website.

The report illustrates how the oil and gas industry
links to and can contribute to address each of the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by integrating
into core business operations and by identifying oppor-
tunities for oil and gas companies to collaborate with
other stakeholders, and leverage experiences and
resources to implement each goal. 

The minister affirmed government keenness on but-

tressing renewable energy sector. Kuwait has made tan-
gible progress in sustainable development, she said.
The Cabinet is currently pondering a mega renewable
energy project following the successful venture in Al-
Shaqaya. The National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprise Development has encouraged young entre-
preneurs to invest in sustainable energy projects, such
as treating plastic and paper waste and transforming
them into energy.

A plant, run by young Kuwaitis, will be launched in
October. It will be the first of its kind in the country.
The UN report said that emissions from oil and gas
sectors can be totally stopped. It also noted that the
sector could help in the efforts against poverty by
securing energy to all parts of the world. Moreover,
these sectors can be helpful for attaining goals of sus-
tainable development by improving teaching, achiev-
ing gender equality and securing clean water
resources.— Agencies 

Kuwait investing in oil profits 

Continued from Page 1

However, the project was short-lived and, in time, the
mines and factories in Bouarfa shut down, until the
desert region with its lunar landscapes was rediscov-
ered by Kunz and the location scouts for “Spectre”.
Exterior shots of the train making its way through the
desert darkness were used in the Bond movie, a star-
studded spy thriller with Daniel Craig reprising the role
of 007. 

One of the most striking sequences in the film
depicts a romantic dinner between Bond and a charac-
ter played by French actress Lea Seydoux that is inter-
rupted by the villain Mr Hinx, played by wrestler Dave
Bautista. The resulting fight between Bond and Hinx in
a train carriage has been praised by some critics as one
of the best scenes in the whole movie.

The tourist train that Kunz hires from Morocco’s
national railway operator is not quite as luxurious as the
one featured in “Spectre”. Tourists can choose from a
first-class, air-conditioned carriage and another that
dates back to the 1960s, in which they can open the win-
dows to take in the scenery and snap pictures. The train
moves at a top speed of 50 kilometers per hour, but this
can often drop to 10 kph and sometimes the train has to
come to a complete halt because of sand on the tracks.

When that happens, workers resort to shovels to get
rid of the sand before the train can proceed. “Some peo-
ple buy BMWs but I bought myself a train,” Kunz says,
with a chuckle, recalling how he struggled to make a
profit with his desert train project. In a good year, he
says, he makes five to six trips between Oujda and
Bouarfa. On the route to Bouarfa, the first dozen or so
kilometers are through a fertile plain, and then the train
passes through the Tiouli tunnel.

After that it is mostly desert. Along the way, passen-
gers see abandoned train stations-and the more
unusual sight of a former Roman Catholic church
turned into a judo club, near a mosque. Kunz is hoping
to transform one of the abandoned stations into a
restaurant, but for the time being dinner is served in
the train.

The chef, Aziz, prepares local specialities-spicy tajine
stews and mint tea-for the tourists. “This train is impor-
tant. It creates jobs and helps promote our country,”
Aziz says. One of the passengers on the Oriental Desert
Express is Mona, a young Moroccan based in Paris. “It is
a welcome change of scenery. It’s nothing but an infi-
nite desert behind us and ahead of us,” she says. “There’s
an extraordinary atmosphere on the train,” she adds,
comparing its slow progress through the Saharan sands
to being rocked in a cradle. — AFP 

Morocco’s tourists make tracks on ‘desert...

Continued from Page 1

One prominent Syrian human rights group, the
Video and Documentation Center in Syria, said it will
stop using YouTube and will set up its own storage
and platform. “The risk became very big now and we
don’t trust this platform anymore for keeping viola-
tions evidence,” Husam AlKatlaby, VDC executive
director, said in an email.

VDC, registered in Switzerland, has specialized in
documenting rights violations since 2011.  Its founders
are prominent activists, including one still missing
after being kidnapped by gunmen in Syria. The group
limited access to its YouTube channel since 2014, after
the company warned it over graphic content. But not
everyone can afford to go on their own. Also, YouTube
provides activists with personal accounts for free and
technological tools to edit, translate and upload any-
time - vital for people out in the field in dangerous cir-
cumstances taking video of events.  

Activists used YouTube first to report on the peace-
ful protests that erupted in 2011 against the rule of
President Bashar Assad, using videos taken on mobile
phones. As the conflict got bloody, so did the videos,
catching the immediate aftermath of  chemical
attacks, spectacular aerial bombings, rescuers pulling
children from rubble, and new strikes hitting rescuers
and survivors. Militant groups uploaded videos of
beheadings. Government supporters uploaded their
own imagery and propaganda.

Often, the images were the only thing to grab the
world’s attention in an intractable conflict. A video
last year that was viewed more than 4.3 million times
showed a child covered in blood and dust after surviv-
ing an airstrike in Aleppo, as government forces
advanced to recapture the city from rebels.  YouTube
previously relied in part on a system of community

flagging of content deemed inappropriate. In the
Syrian context, that often turned political. Supporters
and opponents of the Syrian government have waged
digital wars reporting each other’s channels or videos,
prompting YouTube to close some. Many videos were
lost, including footage of a 2013 chemical attack in a
Damascus suburb.

Under pressure in Europe and the West to do more
to rein in extremist content, YouTube introduced a
number of new measures, including machine learn-
ing, which trains itself to recognize patterns in enor-
mous numbers of videos and police “objectionable”
material, which then is reviewed by human experts to
determine if it should be taken down. A YouTube
spokesperson said the machine learning can remove
“a lot of content at a scale.” “The vast majority of time
our reviewers get it right. And when we make mis-
takes, we act quickly to correct them,” the spokesper-
son said, speaking on condition of anonymity in line
with company regulations.

The spokesperson said activists need to improve
their data when uploading videos, properly identify
them as documenting rights violations and provide
context. Meanwhile, the machine learning is being
tweaked. But the closures’ suddenness and breadth
stunned those documenting the conflict. Many oppo-
sition activists already feel the international political
world is turning against them as the Syrian govern-
ment and its allies make major battlefield gains. Some
were convinced the YouTube shutdowns were
because of political pressure.

“There are attempts to finish off the conflict in
Syria by any means, including having no coverage or
a total blackout on the media by the Syrian opposi-
tion,” said Tala Kharrat, spokesman for Qasioun News
Agency, a news platform whose channel was among
those shut down and subsequently reopened on

appeal.  Another prominent news platform, the
Shaam News Network, has nearly 400,000 videos on
its YouTube channel, viewed some 90 million times. In
July, its operators found a message saying their chan-
nel no longer exists.

Mizyan Altawil, spokesman for SNN, said his net-
work is no stranger to scrutiny of its content, but this
time the shutdown was different, with no prior warn-
ing. Even more confusing, the channel was reinstated,
only to be closed again, then reopened. “We are con-
stantly on the alert,” Altawil said.  The Syrian Archive
reached out to activists and media groups affected by
the removal and contacted YouTube to restore them.
With a team of six and a budget of $96,000, the

Archive is also downloading videos to its own server,
an expensive and labor-intensive endeavor. The group
is partially funded by Google through its Digital News
Initiative.  

Al-Khatib said the group knew the issue will come
up one day, given the concerns over proliferation of
violent content, and that it was always a “grey area”
how long YouTube would handle graphic material.
But, he said, the best evidence for war crimes can
come from videos showing violence, even ones
uploaded by the perpetrators with the intent to ter-
rorize, like an execution video.  “If they take it down,
there will be no graphic content but there will be no
evidence.” — AP 

History of Syria’s war at risk 
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NAIROBI: Olympic marathon champion Eliud Kipchoge claimed yester-
day to be the man to beat at this month’s Berlin marathon as he aims to
set a new world record.  The 32-year-old Kenyan will line up against
compatriot and former world record holder Wilson Kipsang
and Ethiopian great Kenenisa Bekele in one of the most
competitive fields in recent years.  The race on
September 24 is over a flat course where six world
records have been broken in the last decade. “I
expect a stiff competition from the two guys. All
three of us are at the top of our game right now,
but at the end of the race there will be only one
winner,” Kipchoge told AFP ahead of the Berlin
race.  He said he intends to beat the current world
record of 2:02:57 set in Berlin three years ago by fel-
low Kenyan, Dennis Kimetto. —AFP

BERLIN: The Bundesliga looks set to follow the example of England’s Premier
League by voting to shorten the transfer window, with German Football
League (DFL) chief Reinhard Rauball proposing changes. Germany’s 36 pro-

fessional clubs are set to hold a vote at their general
assembly in December and Rauball wants the Bundesliga

clubs to agree to close the transfer window before the
season starts. Last week, the English Premier League
clubs voted to shut the 2018 close-season window
before the start of the 2018-19 campaign in a move
that sparked approval across the European game.
Now Rauball is hoping the German clubs will do the

same. Currently, the season in Germany starts in mid-
August and the transfer window closes on the last day

of the month, which can unsettle squads with
players coming and going with fixtures
already underway. —AP

LONDON: European football’s governing body UEFA has opened disci-
plinary proceedings against Celtic following a pitch invasion during
their Champions League tie against Paris Saint-Germain. A supporter
raced onto the Parkhead pitch late in the first half on Tuesday with the
hosts 3-0 down and darted towards 18-year-old superstar Kylian Mbappe.
He aimed a fresh-air kick at the former Monaco striker but failed to make
contact before being whisked away by stewards. Celtic have been
charged with a count of “field invasion” and will have their case heard by
the UEFA Control, Ethics and Disciplinary Body on October 19, a UEFA
statement said. Celtic have already been fined 11 times in less than six
years over fan behaviour issues ranging from pro-IRA chants to fireworks,
crowd disturbances and illicit banners. PSG have also been charged after
their fans were accused of breaking seats at Celtic Park and will have their
matter addressed at the same hearing as Celtic. Celtic manager Brendan
Rodgers expressed his frustration with Tuesday night’s incident and said
the Parkhead club would take its own action. —AFP

Celtic charged by UEFA 
over pitch invasion

Bundesliga boss wants 
shorter transfer window

Kipchoge the man 
to beat in Berlin

FORMULA ONE

SINGAPORE: Lewis Hamilton will aim to plunge
a dagger into Sebastian Vettel’s world title ambi-
tions by upsetting his expected march to victory
in Singapore-two weeks after ruining Ferrari’s
anniversary celebrations at Monza. Hamilton is
distinctly second favourite against his title rival
at the twisting, turning and stiflingly hot Marina
Bay street circuit,  which plays to Ferrari ’s
strengths and where Vettel has won four of the
nine races.

But an unexpected victory for the Mercedes
driver, who edged to the front of the standings
by just three points with his wire-to-wire win in
Italy, would set alarm bells ringing at Ferrari. The
Italian team will be smarting after Hamilton’s
crushing triumph at their home circuit this
month-spoiling their 70th anniversary party, and
earning boos on the podium from irate fans.

Another disappointment on Sunday in
Singapore, the 14th of 20 races and the unoffi-
cial start of the title run-in, would deflate opti-
mism of Ferrari’s first world title in a decade.
Ferrari’s downforce is a key weapon at the 23-
corner street circuit, whose lack of long straights
traditionally nullifies Mercedes’ high-speed
advantage and puts overtaking at a premium.

Mercedes chief Toto Wolff said the German
marque faced a difficult weekend but he will
take heart from the fact that in five of the last
seven seasons, the winning driver in Italy also
took the chequered flag in Singapore. “So far this
year, we have seen the pendulum swing accord-
ing to circuit type. On the surface, Singapore is
the kind of circuit that should favour both Ferrari
and Red Bull,” said Wolff. 

“Both have shown strong performance on
low-speed circuits demanding maximum down-
force, and we have found life more difficult at
those places in 2017.”

HEART AND PASSION 
But Wolff added: “We have made good

progress in understanding what we need to do
in order to get the most from the chassis... It’s a
weekend when every part of the team needs to
be at its best if you wish to score a strong finish. 

“We will aim to put all the pieces of the puz-
zle together and finish strongly.” Hamilton’s blis-
tering form in qualifying this year, which saw
him take a world-record 69th pole position in
Monza, also gives Mercedes a chance. All but
two of the races in Singapore have been won
from pole and Hamilton is on a roll, having won
three of the last four grands prix.

The three-time world champion Hamilton,
who penned a poetic tribute to mark 20 years
since the death of Princess Diana, was also
moved to wax lyrical about his performances
behind the wheel. “I definitely feel like I have
found more heart and passion within myself in
the last three or four races,” he said at Monza.

“Silverstone was an empowering weekend
and that has kind of sparked a forest fire in me
and that is hopefully reflecting in my driving.
“While I feel like I always drive with my heart-my
heart is really the engine, the power and the
force behind what I do-my mind is like the rud-
der, and I feel like it has been steering me in the
right direction.”

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo will also approach
the weekend with confidence after reaching
the podium on his last three trips to Singapore.
“(It’s) one of our best chances of a win in the
second half of the season,” said the Australian,
who won in Azerbaijan and lies fourth in the
standings. — AFP

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank congratulates Zaid Ashkanani, winner of second posi-
tion at the Porsche Mobil 1 Super Cup 2017 Monza, which took place in
Italy earlier this month. Competing under MRS-GT racing, with Kuwait and
the Kuwaiti flag prominently displayed on his car, he completed the 14
laps in 27:52:530.   

Ashkanani was received by senior management at Gulf Bank’s head
office to congratulate him on his accomplishment. Hailing the success
achieved by this young Kuwaiti, Ms Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant General
Manager of Corporate Communications at Gulf Bank, said: “We are
extremely proud of the success achieved by Zaid Ashkanani. His thrilling
second place finish at the Porsche Mobil 1 Super Cup Monza fills us with a
sense of pride.  He and his family have been loyal Gulf Bank customers, and
we have watched his dedication and determination over the years.  Seeing
him make an impact on the international scene is a great moment for all of
Kuwait. We wish Zaid all the best in his racing career and we look forward
to his next accomplishments.”

Ashkanani said: “It was my goal of the season to finish on the podium.
At times we had some bad luck, but the team and my family never
stopped believing in me.  I also thank Gulf Bank for welcoming me and rec-
ognizing my achievement.”

Ashkanani began his career at the Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Middle
East in 2012 and hassince taken part in several exciting rounds of Porsche
Super Cup, Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Middle East, Porsche Carrera Cup,
GP3 Series, ADAC Formel Masters, as well as the British Formula Ford
Championship. Now in its 25-year, the Porsche Mobil 1 Super Cup is
organized by Porsche AG and to ensure all competitors have the same
chance to win, all racers compete in identical vehicles based on the sev-

enth generation of the 911 GT3 Cup. The Porsche Super Cup is part of the
FIA 1 World Championship and takes place at 21 different racing circuits
around the globe.  It is always one of the most competitive and thrilling
of the worldwide Porsche one-make series.  Youth empowerment forms
an important part of Gulf Bank’s corporate social responsibility strategy
and suppor ting youth has always been one of the Bank ’s core
values.TheBank also gives special importance to sports and maintaining
healthy lifestyle, something which is clearly reflected in its initiatives and
activities it conducts or sponsors. 

Street-fighter Hamilton 
out for Singapore sting

SINGAPORE: Formula One chief Chase
Carey challenged the “spectacular”
Singapore Grand Prix to keep improving
yesterday as he made positive noises
about striking a new deal to retain the
glittering night race.

Carey refused to discuss talks about
the future of the street race, which snakes
past the city’s landmarks and skyscrapers
and is in the final season of its second
five-year contract. But Carey, speaking at
the All That Matters conference ahead of
Sunday’s Singapore Grand Prix, was high-
ly complimentary of the event, suggest-
ing that F1 is unwilling to let it go.

“I think it’s great,” the F1 chief execu-
tive and chairman said of Singapore,
which was the first race he attended
after America’s Liberty Media sealed its
deal to take over the sport last year. “Last
year was the first time I was here and I
thought it was spectacular.  You can nev-
er rest on your laurels, so I think you’ve
got to continue to find ways to make it

fresh, make it new, so I think we have to
continue to work. If you’re standing still,
you’re going backwards.

“But I think Singapore, with such a
spectacular skyline and the setting for
that race, I think is something that will
always capture people’s imagination.”
Discussions over Singapore continue as
the longstanding grand prix in neigh-
bouring Malaysia, which has been cut for
cost reasons, prepares for its final race in
two weeks’ time.

‘DEAL OF THE DAY’ 
Carey said Singapore, which is known

for its pop concerts and entertainment
alongside the race, had been “ahead of
the curve” in the drive to broaden the F1
experience beyond racing. “We’re active-
ly engaged with our partners here. It’s
our goal to try and reach a new deal that
enables us to continue. We’re proud of
the race here, we have a good relation-
ship,” he said. — AFP

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: This file photo taken on August 26, 2017 shows Mercedes’ British driv-
er Lewis Hamilton (R) celebrating his pole position next to second placed Ferrari’s German
driver Sebastian Vettel after the qualifying session at the Spa-Francorchamps circuit in Spa
ahead of the Belgian Formula One Grand Prix. — AFP

LONDON: England will face the All Blacks
for the first time in four years in the stand-
out fixture of next year’s autumn Test series
as they build towards the 2019 Rugby
World Cup.  Eddie Jones’s side will also face
the two other southern hemisphere giants,
Australia and South Africa, as well as Japan,
giving a good gauge of their strength in
the run-up to the four-yearly showpiece in
Japan.  Due to a quirk of the international
fixture list, England have not played New
Zealand since 2014 — a frustrating hiatus
that led to aborted attempts to arrange a
match this autumn.

In 2014 England lost four times to the
All Blacks, including a three-Test series in
New Zealand. They last beat their rivals in
2012.  England, second in the international
rankings behind the All Blacks, have won
19 of their 20 Tests under head coach Eddie
Jones, facing all major nations except Steve
Hansen’s All Blacks during that run.  “We

will have to work hard and be smart in
what we do to bridge the gap between us
and the All Blacks,” said Jones, who wants
England to be the world’s top team going
into the World Cup.

“The 2018 series is incredibly important
for England as we build towards the World
Cup,” he added. “We want to win that series
4-0 and we will need to play extremely well
to beat four very good teams over a four-
week period.  “The series will give us a real-
ly good indicator of where we are as a
squad a year out from the World Cup and
gives us a real focus on what we have to do
over the next 12 months to be ready for
that series and win.”

England wil l  host  South Afr ica at
Twickenham Stadium on November 3 in
the first match of the 2018 series. They
play the All Blacks on November 10, Japan
on November 17 and Austral ia  on
November 24. — AFP

Gulf Bank congratulates Ashkanani for winning
second position at Porsche Mobil 1 Super Cup 

F1 boss tells ‘spectacular’ 
Singapore to stay fresh

England to play All Blacks 
in 2018 after four-year wait
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BASEBALL

SAN FRANCISCO: Clayton Kershaw #22 of the Los Angeles Dodgers slides safely past Orlando Calixte #46 of the San Francisco Giants at third base on a ball hit by Chris Taylor #3 in the fourth inning at AT&T Park on Tuesday in San
Francisco, California. — AFP

CLEVELAND: The Cleveland Indians share a
record with a team celebrated by Hollywood.
“Moneyball” has its sequel. Following a familiar
script of scoring first, playing strong defense and
riding dominant pitching, the Indians extended
their winning streak to 20 games and matched
the AL mark held by the 2002 Oakland Athletics,
beating the Detroit Tigers 2-0 on Tuesday night.
Cleveland’s streak, which began on Aug. 24 in
Boston, is tied for the majors’ second-longest in
82 years - and the Indians show no signs of stop-
ping. Corey Kluber (16-4) strengthened his Cy
Young Award case with a four-hitter as
Cleveland joined the 2002 A’s, 1935 Chicago
Cubs (21) and 1916 New York Giants (26) as the
only teams since 1900 to win at least 20 in a row.
Francisco Lindor homered leading off the first
inning against Matthew Boyd (5-10), and Kluber
sealed win No. 20 - and Cleveland’s seventh
shutout during the streak - by getting Miguel
Cabrera on an easy grounder to third.

DODGERS 5, GIANTS 3
Clayton Kershaw pitched Los Angeles to its

first win in nearly two weeks, helping the
Dodgers clinch a playoff berth by beating San
Francisco to snap an 11-game losing streak that
was the club’s worst since moving to the West
Coast in 1958. The Dodgers’ slide was their
longest in 25 years, topping 10-game skids in
Los Angeles during the 1961 and 1992 seasons.
The 1944 Brooklyn team lost 16 straight games.
Despite the recent tailspin, Los Angeles still
owns the best record in the majors at 93-52. The
NL West leaders won for only the second time in
18 games and secured at least the second NL
wild card, joining the NL East champion
Washington Nationals as the only teams to
punch their postseason tickets so far. Kershaw
(17-3) went six innings and tied Milwaukee’s
Zach Davies for the major league lead in wins.
Kenley Jansen got four outs for his 37th save but
allowed three straight singles with one out in
the ninth to face a bases-loaded jam. He struck
out Buster Posey and Nick Hundley to end it.
Justin Turner hit a key RBI double in the eighth
and Chase Utley homered leading off the fourth,
splashing into the water of McCovey Cove
beyond the right-field wall for the first time in
his career. Johnny Cueto (7-8) struck out eight
over 3 2/3 innings for the Giants. He allowed
four runs and six hits with four walks in his third
start since coming off the disabled list.

BREWERS 5, PIRATES 2
Eric Thames hit his 29th home run, Domingo

Santana went 3 for 4 with two RBIs and
Milwaukee beat Pittsburgh. The Brewers pulled
within two games of the NL Central-leading
Chicago Cubs who were playing the New York
Mets. Gerrit Cole (11-10) took his first loss in 10
road starts since the Atlanta Braves beat him 5-2
on May 22. He slipped to 8-1 away from PNC
Park over that stretch after allowing five runs
and seven hits in six innings. He tied his season-
high with 10 strikeouts in his fifth start against
Milwaukee this season. Manager Craig Counsell
turned to the bullpen to protect the 5-2 lead.
Jeremy Jeffress, Oliver Drake, Jared Hughes,
Anthony Swarzak and Josh Hader each turned in

a scoreless inning. Jeffress (3 -0) was the pitcher
of record. Corey Knebel pitched the ninth for his
35th save in 40 chances.

RED SOX 11, ATHLETICS 1
Mookie Betts hit two home runs and a two-

run triple, and Boston rolled past Oakland. The
Red Sox, winners of five of their last six, pushed
their American League East lead back to four
games over the Yankees following New York’s
loss to 2-1 loss to Tampa Bay. Betts went 3 for 5
with six RBIs. He’s driven in three runs or more in
a team-high 11 games. The loss snaps a five-
game win streak for the A’s. They managed just
one run and one hit off Eduardo Rodriguez (5-5),
who struck out nine over six innings. Sean
Manaea (10-10) was pulled after giving up seven
earned runs on 11 hits in 3 2/3 innings.

BRAVES 8, NATIONALS 0
Freddie Freeman hit a three-run home run off

Gio Gonzalez and Julio Teheran threw seven
shutout innings as Atlanta cruised past
Washington. Gonzalez (14-7) allowed five
earned runs and seven hits in five innings and
struck out eight.  The left-hander did guarantee
his $12 million option for next season with his
first out of the game as he reached 180 innings
this season. The Nationals, who clinched the
division Sunday when the Braves came back to
beat the Miami in extra innings, lost for just the
second time in eight games. This loss kept them
from closing the gap on the Los Angeles
Dodgers for the best record in baseball and
home-field advantage throughout the playoffs.
Teheran (11-11) allowed seven hits, struck out
five and walked two.

BLUE JAYS 3, ORIOLES 2
Richard Urena singled home the winning run

in the ninth inning and Toronto handed slump-
ing Baltimore its sixth straight loss. Facing Orioles
closer Zach Britton (2-1), who had recorded the
final out of the eighth, Kevin Pillar drew a leadoff
walk in the ninth and went to third on Teoscar
Hernandez’s single. One out later, Pillar scored
when Luke Maile singled off the glove of third
baseman Manny Machado. Urena followed with
a single to center. Darwin Barney raced around
from second and slid home safely ahead of the
throw from Adam Jones. Blue Jays left-hander
Tim Mayza (1-0) got one out for his first career
win. Tim Beckham homered for the Orioles.

RAYS 2, YANKEES 1
Adeiny Hechavarria hit a tiebreaking home

run in the eighth inning off Sonny Gray and
Tampa Bay, playing as the home team in a series
relocated to Citi Field because of Hurricane Irma,
beat the Yankees. Tampa Bay has split the first
two games of the set held at the home of the
New York Mets. The Rays will fly back to Florida
immediately after Wednesday afternoon’s game
for firsthand looks at the storm damage. No
word yet from MLB if Boston and Tampa Bay will
play at Tropicana Field on Friday night as sched-
uled - the Rays expect to host the three-game
set, but it could be reconfigured to give them an
extra day off to handle personal matters. Tommy
Hunter (3-5) pitched one inning to give Tampa

Bay, on the fringe of the AL wild-card race, its
second win in six games. Alex Colome closed for
his 44th save in 49 chances. Gray (9-10) again
pitched well but wound up with a loss. The
Yankees, who hold the top AL wild-card spot,
have dropped just three of their last 10.

ROYALS 4, WHITE SOX 3
Brandon Moss hit a grand slam in the first

inning for his third consecutive game with a
homer, powering Kansas City past Chicago. Scott
Alexander worked out of a ninth-inning jam for
his fourth save in six chances. He yielded a double
to Adam Engel and a single to Yolmer Sanchez to
lead off the ninth. He struck out Yoan Moncada,
retired Jose Abreu on a pop to Whit Merrifield
and got pinch hitter Matt Davidson on a
grounder to end the game. White Sox rookie
Dylan Covey (0-5) walked the bases loaded
before Moss drove a full-count fastball to right-
center. It was Moss’s fourth career grand slam and
his first since July 24, 2014. He has nine RBIs in his
past three games. Sam Gaviglio (4-5) picked up
his first Royals victory in his second start after
being picked up on waivers Sept. 1 from Seattle.

ASTROS 1, ANGELS 0
Justin Verlander pitched eight innings of one-

hit ball in a stellar second start for Houston, and
the Astros snapped their four-game skid. Yuli
Gurriel’s second-inning single drove in the only
run for the Astros (87-57), who lowered their
magic number for clinching the AL West title to
five by blanking the second-place Angels (73-71).
Verlander (12-8) struck out nine and walked one
in another overpowering performance for his
new team. The star right-hander held the Angels
without a hit after Brandon Phillips’ leadoff dou-
ble in the first, allowing only two more baserun-
ners. Verlander pitched six innings of one-run
ball in Seattle during his Astros debut last week,
and he looks exactly like the stopper Houston
wanted for the pennant race.

PHILLIES 9, MARLINS 8, 15 INNINGS
Nick Williams hit a walk-off, two-out double

in the bottom of the 15th inning, scoring Aaron
Altherr as Philadelphia rallied for the win.
Innings-wise, it was the longest game of the sea-
son for the Phillies and second-longest for the
Marlins. Williams had three hits and reached
base five times in the marathon game. He has 47
RBIs since being called up the week before the
All-Star break. The Phillies celebrated with
Williams, but thought they actually had a walk-
off win in the bottom of the ninth on an RBI sin-
gle by pinch-hitter Hyun-Soo Kim, but while the
Phillies mobbed Kim at first base, ripping off his
jersey and dousing him with water, Gatorade
and sunflower seeds, the Marlins challenged the
play at the plate. After a lengthy review, it
appeared catcher J.T. Realmuto’s glove nicked
the finger of a sliding Cesar Hernandez an
instant before it touched the plate and the call
on the field was overturned, and after the
grounds crew had to clean up the mess around
first base, Odubel Herrera struck out, sending
the game to extra innings.

TWINS 16, PADRES 0
Jason Castro homered twice and Brian Dozier

was a double from the cycle as Minnesota routed
San Diego. The Twins hit a season-high seven home
runs, setting a Target Field record for most homers
in a game, to back another strong start from Kyle
Gibson. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, the
Twins set a major league record by homering in
each of the first seven innings with Jorge Polanco,
Eddie Rosario, Eduardo Escobar and Kennys Vargas
adding to the total. Gibson (10-10) pitched six
innings with four hits and six strikeouts. He has
allowed two runs or fewer in five straight starts for
Minnesota, which maintained its hold on the sec-
ond wild card spot in the American League.

MARINERS 10, RANGERS 3
Ben Gamel and Kyle Seager both hit three-

run homers to lead Seattle past Texas in a
matchup of wild card hopefuls. Texas (72-72)
and Seattle (72-73) have split the first two games
of their four-game series. 

The Rangers dropped three games behind
Minnesota for the American League’s second
wild card, while the Mariners remained 3 1/2
back after the Twins also won. Seager’s homer in
the third made it 7-1 and chased Miguel
Gonzalez (7-11), who made his second start
overall and first at home for the Rangers since
they acquired him in an Aug. 31 trade with the
Chicago White Sox. Gonzalez allowed seven runs
and seven hits while recording only seven outs.
Marco Gonzales (1-1), traded from St. Louis to
Seattle on July 21, got his first victory in six starts
for the Mariners. The lefty struck out six while
allowing three runs over five innings, his longest
outing this season.

CARDINALS 13, REDS 4
Paul DeJong homered, Yadier Molina drove in

three runs and streaking St Louis outslugged
Cincinnati. The Cardinals have won four straight
and six of their last seven to stay two games
behind the first-place Chicago Cubs in the NL
Central. Molina’s two-out, two-run double in the
bottom of the first gave the Cardinals a 2-1 lead.
He drove in his 10th run over his past three
games with a single in the sixth. Molina leads
the team with 75 RBIs. Matt Carpenter walked a
career-best four times, doubled in a run and
scored twice. Lance Lynn (11-7) allowed four
runs, three earned, on six hits in five innings.
Robert Stephenson (4-5) was pulled after three
innings, the shortest career outing for the Reds
rookie. He allowed six runs, four earned, and all
three of his walks scored.

CUBS 8, METS 3
Kris Bryant hit a three-run homer, Jose

Quintana pitched seven effective innings and
Chicago got a sorely needed victory. Quintana
(10-11) also helped himself at the plate with a
pair of sacrifices, including a perfectly placed
safety squeeze that drove in Kyle Schwarber in
the fourth. Quintana got another bunt down in
the sixth, sending Javier Baez to third ahead of
Ben Zobrist’s RBI single. Chicago had lost three
in a row and six of eight, making for a crowded
race at the top of the NL Central. St. Louis and
Milwaukee also won Tuesday night, so the Cubs
remained two games ahead of the Cardinals and
2 1/2 games better than the third-place Brewers.

ROCKIES 4, DIAMONDBACKS 2
Carlos Gonzalez, heating up for the stretch

run after a subpar season at the plate, homered
twice and Colorado won its sixth in a row.
Gonzalez drove in all four Colorado runs in his
first multihomer game since Aug. 16 last year
and is batting .451 (14 for 31) in September. Jon
Gray (8-4) gave up two runs and scattered seven
hits over seven solid innings, striking out 10 with
no walks and a hit batter for the Rockies, who
won their eighth straight road game to pull with-
in three games of Arizona for the first NL wild
card. Gray matched the season high for strike-
outs he set in a win at Arizona on June 30. Chris
Rusin got two outs for his second save. — AP

Indians equal AL record with 20th straight win

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 82 62 .569 -
NY Yankees 78 66 .542 4
Tampa Bay 72 74 .493 11
Baltimore 71 74 .490 11.5
Toronto 68 77 .469 14.5

Central Division
Cleveland 89 56 .614 -
Minnesota 75 69 .521 13.5
Kansas City 72 72 .500 16.5
Detroit 60 84 .417 28.5
Chicago White Sox 57 87 .396 31.5

Western Division
Houston 87 57 .604 -
LA Angels 73 71 .507 14
Texas 72 72 .500 15
Seattle 72 73 .497 15.5
Oakland 63 81 .438 24

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 88 56 .611 -
Miami 68 76 .472 20
Atlanta 65 78 .455 22.5
NY Mets 63 81 .438 25
Philadelphia 55 89 .382 33

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 78 66 .542 -
St. Louis 76 68 .528 2
Milwaukee 76 69 .524 2.5
Pittsburgh 68 78 .466 11
Cincinnati 62 83 .428 16.5

Western Division
LA Dodgers 93 52 .641 -
Arizona 83 62 .572 10
Colorado 80 65 .552 13
San Diego 65 80 .448 28
San Francisco 57 90 .388 37

MLB results/standings
LA Dodgers 5, San Francisco 3; Houston 1, LA Angels 0; Colorado 4, Arizona 2; St. Louis 13, Cincinnati 4;
Minnesota 16, San Diego 0; Chicago Cubs 8, NY Mets 3; Seattle 10, Texas 3; Milwaukee 5, Pittsburgh 2;
Cleveland 2, Detroit 0; Tampa Bay 2, NY Yankees 1; Boston 11, Oakland 1; Toronto 3, Baltimore 2; Atlanta
8, Washington 0; Philadelphia 9, Miami 8 (15 innings); Kansas City 4, Chicago White Sox 3.

LOS ANGELES: One retired jersey number
just isn’t enough for Kobe Bryant and the
Los Angeles Lakers. The Lakers will retire
Bryant’s No. 8 and No. 24 in a ceremony
Dec. 18 during their game against Golden
State, the franchise announced Tuesday.

Bryant wore No. 8 from 1996 to 2006,
when he switched to No. 24 for the remain-
der of a 20-year career spent entirely with
the Lakers. He will be the 10th player hon-
ored by the Lakers with a retired number
hung high on the Staples Center wall, but
the first in NBA history to have two num-
bers retired by the same team.

“Kobe’s jerseys are taking their rightful
home next to the greatest Lakers of all
time,” Lakers owner Jeanie Buss said. “There
was never any doubt this day would come.

The only question was when. Once again,
Lakers fans will celebrate our hero, and
once again, our foes will envy the legendary
Kobe Bryant.” The five-time NBA champion
and 18-time All-Star selection is the Lakers’
franchise leader in points (33,643), games
played (1,346), 3-pointers (1,827), steals
(1,944) and free throws (8,378), among
countless superlatives.

Bryant is the third-leading scorer in NBA
history after becoming the first player to
spend at least 20 seasons with one fran-
chise. He retired in 2016 with a bravura 60-
point performance in his farewell game
against Utah. “As a kid growing up in Italy, I
always dreamed of my jersey hanging in the
Lakers rafters, but I certainly never imag-
ined two of them,” Bryant said in a state-

ment. “The Lakers have bestowed a huge
honor on me, and I’m grateful for the fans’
enthusiasm around this game.”

Bryant scored almost exactly as many
points in his No. 8 jersey (16,777) as he did
while wearing No. 24 (16,866). He returned
to his high school jersey numbers midway
through his career in an attempt at a fresh
start following allegations of sexual assault
leveled against him three years earlier, caus-
ing him to lose numerous sponsorship
deals even after the case was dropped by
Colorado authorities. The 16-time NBA
champion Lakers have only retired the
numbers of Hall of Fame players: Wilt
Chamberlain (13), Elgin Baylor (22), Gail
Goodrich (25), Magic Johnson (32), Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar (33), Shaquille O’Neal (34),

James Worthy (42), Jerry West (44) and
Jamaal Wilkes (52). O’Neal’s jersey was the
most recent to be hung on the wall in
2013. Bryant is eligible to enter the Hall of
Fame in 2021, but the Lakers decided not to
wait for that formality to enshrine Kobe in
their own exclusive club. “This honor is very
well deserved,” said Johnson, now the
Lakers’ president of basketball operations.
“Kobe was one of the greatest Lakers and
NBA players of all-time, and he’s definitely
on my Mount Rushmore.”

Bryant teamed with O’Neal to win three
consecutive NBA titles from 2000-02, and
he worked with Pau Gasol to win two more
in 2009 and 2010. The Lakers struggled late
in his career while Bryant ended three con-
secutive seasons early with injuries, and the

franchise delayed its rebuilding in favor of
showcasing Bryant to his adoring world-
wide fans. Bryant largely stayed away from
basketball during retirement over the past
year, but his influence remains outsized on
the Lakers. Rob Pelinka, Bryant’s longtime
agent, became the Lakers’ general manager
in February when Buss put Johnson in
charge of the front office.

“Kobe carried the torch for the Lakers for
20 seasons, keeping the franchise at the
forefront of the NBA following the
‘Showtime’ Era,” Pelinka said. “Beyond the
championship banners and individual acco-
lades, Kobe’s ‘Mamba Mentality’ is some-
thing the Lakers will always try to emulate.
It alone daily inspires all of us to strive for
greatness.” — AP

Lakers to retire Kobe Bryant’s 2 jersey numbers in December
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BELFAST: West Indies will need to smash hosts
England in the upcoming one-day international series
to avoid the ignominy of being forced to qualify for the
World Cup after a washout against Ireland yesterday.

The game at Stormont was scrapped without a ball
being bowled after fresh rain followed an overnight
soaking for the pitch, leaving the umpires with no
choice. It means the 1975 and 1979 World Cup winners
will have to beat England 5-0 or 4-0 with either a tie or
a no-result in order to qualify ahead of eighth-placed
Sri Lanka, who are eight points ahead in the rankings.

Only the top seven ODI sides, apart from hosts
England, currently ranked fourth, as of September 30

will qualify directly for the 50-over showpiece event in
2019. Teams that do not gain direct entry will get
another shot through a qualifying tournament.

West Indies captain Jason Holder said qualifying
automatically would be a tough task but he is looking
forward to the series, which starts in Manchester next
week. “England are a quality cricket side and they are
playing at home,” said the skipper.

“We’re at the stage where we are looking to turn a
corner and qualify for the World Cup, whether we have
to go through the qualifiers or qualify automatically.
We’re excited for the series and hopefully we can play
some good cricket. “It won’t be an embarrassment to

play in the qualifiers. We are where we are and if we do
have to play in them, we will take it one step at a time.”
The West Indies, who lost the recent Test series against
England 2-1, have been boosted by the return of Chris
Gayle while Marlon Samuels will join up with the
squad after a family bereavement.

“We are still a work in progress and hopefully more
players are coming back,” said Holder. “Meantime, we
have a young group of players challenging for places
and hopefully they can come in and make their pres-
ence felt and feel more comfortable in the internation-
al arena.” Holder was disappointed at missing out on
playing yesterday but could not disagree with the

umpires’ decision. “Very disappointed. It was set to be a
good occasion for Irish cricket and it’s great to be here,
albeit it’s very, very cold,” he said.

“It’s just unfortunate the weather intervened but it
was very wet out there and the last shower settled it.”
The abandonment means Ireland are still waiting to
play their first match against a Test-playing side since
being granted full member status by the International
Cricket Council in June.

West Indies fly to England on Thursday ahead of a
one-off Twenty20 international at Chester-le-Street on
Saturday. The ODI series starts at Old Trafford on
September 19. — AFP

Windies face tough World Cup challenge after washout

SOCCER

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Joshua Kimmich (L) scores the third goal past Anderlecht’s Belgian goalkeeper Matz Sels during
the Champions League group B match between Bayern Munich and RSC Anderlecht in Munich, southern Germany, on Tuesday. — AFP 

MUNICH: Thiago Alcantara’s second-half strike
helped an underwhelming Bayern Munich see
off 10-man Anderlecht 3-0 in their opening
Champions League group match on Tuesday.
After Robert Lewandowski converted an early
penalty, Thiago turned the tie decisively Bayern’s
way before Joshua Kimmich grabbed a late third
at a sold-out Allianz Arena.

However, despite playing nearly 80 minutes
with the numerical advantage following Sven
Kums’s early dismissal, this was not a convincing
display by Bayern against a limited Anderlecht
side. “We should have capitalised,” rued
Kimmich. “In the end, Anderlecht had a few
chances to equalise, and they shouldn’t even
have been close. “With the extra man, we should
have done more.” Arjen Robben agreed that
Bayern should have been more clinical.  “There
was no tempo to our game - we needed to show
a bit more desire,” said the Dutch winger.

“The crowd deserved more, we have to give
more. We should have finished them when they
had a man sent off.” The Bavarians need an
improved performance at big-spending Paris
Saint-Germain, who routed Celtic 5-0 in Glasgow,

in a fortnight.  The Bayern-PSG tie at the Parc de
Princes is likely to set the tone in Group B.

Head coach Carlo Ancelotti reacted to
Bayern’s shock 2-0 defeat at Hoffenheim by
dropping Thomas Mueller and giving new sign-
ing James Rodriguez his first start in the attack-
ing midfielder role. Veteran wingers Robben and
Franck Ribery, who both started on the bench in
Hoffenheim, returned to the starting line-up.

Thiago moved back into defensive midfield
alongside France international Corentin Tolisso.
Bayern seized the initiative after just 12 minutes
when Anderlecht shot themselves in the foot.
Tolisso’s pass put Lewandowski away and
Anderlecht defender Kums pulled the Poland
striker down in the area when he was through
on goal.  Referee Paolo Tagliavento dismissed
Kums and Lewandowski sent Belgian goalkeeper
Matz Sels the wrong way to convert the penalty.
Despite having the numerical advantage and
enjoying 76 percent possession, Bayern took
their foot off the gas after going ahead.
Anderlecht should have drawn level just before
the break when midfielder Nicolae Stanciu fired
wide after Leander Dendoncker had charged

unchecked down the wing. Another great
chance fell to the Belgians early in the second
half when striker Lukasz Teodorczyk opened up
space for right-back Alexandru Chipciu, who hit
the post. Robben then forced Sels into a good
save as Bayern applied some pressure.  The sec-
ond goal arrived when Kimmich’s cross from the
right was met by Thiago in the middle, who fired
past Sels on 65 minutes.  

Bayern centre-back Niklas Suele headed into
the Anderlecht net two minutes later, but
Tagliavento disallowed the goal after spotting a
push from the home side.

With 15 minutes left, Germany defender
Jerome Boateng came on for his first appearance
of the season after injury, while Mueller came on
for Ribery to the Frenchman’s clear disgust.
Mueller can now claim 10 consecutive years of
playing Champions League football for Bayern.
Only fellow Bayern legends Ribery, Mehmet
Scholl and Oliver Kahn have also played a
decade of top-level European football for the
club. With the 90 minutes up, Boateng’s pass
through the defence put Kimmich away to roll
his shot into the Anderlecht goal. — AFP

Thiago strike helps Bayern 

past 10-man Anderlecht

LONDON: A fired FIFA official testified yes-
terday that he banned Vitaly Mutko from
soccer’s ruling council after resisting strong
pressure from the FIFA leadership, which
warned the World Cup in Russia would be a
“disaster” and Gianni Infantino’s presidency
could be jeopardized. Miguel Maduro pro-
vided an account to British legislators of
the pressures he endured from the FIFA
hierarchy during less than a year chairing
the governance committee before being
abruptly removed from his post in May.

The biggest call of Maduro’s tenure was
to prevent Mutko, a Russian deputy prime
minister who is also head of the 2018 World
Cup organizing committee, from seeking
re-election to the FIFA Council on grounds
of political interference.

“With the exception of that case in gen-
eral, the president did not try to influence
our decisions,” Maduro told the sports com-
mittee at the House of Commons. “He
would transit to me sometimes those deci-
sions were not well accepted but in that
case there was an attempt to influence that
decision.”

It came in March just as Russia was
preparing to host a World Cup warm-up
tournament, where Infantino met with
Mutko and Russian President Vladimir
Putin. “(Infantino) expressed concerns
about the impact of the decision (to ban

Mutko) on the World Cup,” Maduro said. “He
was very clear about that.”

FIFA secretary general Fatma Samoura
went further to Maduro. “The secretary
general made it clear to me that it was
extremely problematic,” Maduro said.
“More than that, she said we needed to
find a solution to declare Mr. Mutko eligi-
ble because otherwise the presidency
itself would be in question, the World Cup
would be a disaster, that was her view,
and the continued presidency of Mr.
Infantino would also be in question.”

Mutko’s continued position of power
within FIFA was also under scrutiny after
he was directly implicated in the state-
sponsored doping scandal in Russia.
Maduro said Infantino believes there is
“no evidence” Mutko is involved in the
Russian doping scandal. 

The hearing at the British parliament
began with committee chairman Damian
Collins disclosing correspondence from
FIFA blocking ousted investigator Cornel
Borbely from taking questions from legis-
lators. 

Samoura wrote to Collins warning that
Borbely is prevented from appearing at
the digital, culture, media and sport com-
mittee because he is still bound by the
FIFA ethics code and Swiss civil and crimi-
nal law. — AP

Infantino opposed 

blocking Mutko

MUNICH: Franck Ribery attends a photo
shooting for a FC Bayern Munich sponsor in
traditional Bavarian clothing in Munich,
southern Germany, yesterday. — AFP

BERLIN: Germany legend Lothar Matthaeus has
criticised Franck Ribery for defiantly throwing off
his Bayern Munich shirt after being substituted in
Tuesday’s Champions League win over Anderlecht,
prompting a passionate response from the
Frenchman.

Having picked up an early booking for arguing
with the referee in the 3-0 home victory, Ribery was
taken off with 12 minutes to go in Munich and
hurled his shirt at the Bayern bench. “Ribery has
been here long enough now-he is emotional, but
you can’t throw your shirt on the bench like that,”
ex-Bayern midfielder and Germany captain
Matthaeus told Sky.

“ That is a bad.” Bayern head coach Carlo
Ancelotti was equally unimpressed by the 34-year-
old Frenchman’s behaviour. “Of course, the player
wants to play 90 minutes, but I decided to take him
off because there were 10 minutes left, we had the
game under control and he already had a yellow
card,” said the Italian. “He had had problems (an
injury knock) at the weekend, so I don’t understand
his reaction and I will talk to him about it.”

Ribery’s rage could well have consequences. “We
are FC Bayern, that is not okay and we will talk
about it,” added director of sport Hasan
Salihamidzic. However, Ribery later defended his
actions in an emotional statement. “I have always

been one of the honest and loyal players in this
business, I respect the fans and I respect the club I
love,” he wrote on his Facebook page.

“Throwing my wet jersey last night has noth-
ing to do with disrespect, or anything else that I
am accused of by people who pretend to know
me. “This wet jersey, in which I have given every-
thing for  more than ten years,  with a l l  my
impulses, my will to win and in which I have
achieved so much.

“Some will never understand what it means to
give everything to their club and I’m sorry for
them. “As long as I stand on the pitch, I, Franck
Ribery, will defend our colours and be involved in
every game with all my passion.” Bayern played
nearly 80 minutes against  10 men after
Anderlecht had defender Sven Kums sent off just
before Robert Lewandowski converted a penalty.

Ribery’s is just the latest Bayern star to show
unrest. Last week, Lewandowski criticised the club’s
spending policy while Germany forward Thomas
Mueller complained about starting on the bench in
the 2-0 win at Werder Bremen a fortnight ago.

Defending champions Bayern have made a
poor start to the new Bundesliga season as
Saturday’s 2-0 defeat at Hoffenheim left them sixth
in the table, their worst position after three games
since 2010/11. — AFP

Matthaeus slams 

Ribery tantrum

SAITAMA: Urawa Reds scored three goals
in a 15-minute blitz to floor Japanese rivals
Kawasaki Frontale 4-1 in a fiery encounter
yesterday and reach the Asian Champions
League semi-finals.  Slovenian Zlatan
Ljubijankic, Brazilian Rafael Silva and
Toshiyuki Takagi all  scored late goals
against 10-man Kawasaki as the home side
overturned a two-goal deficit to win 5-4 on
aggregate. The Reds, who won Asia’s pre-
mier club competition in 2007, will face
China’s Shanghai SIPG in the last four after
a see-saw struggle.  

Brazilian Elsinho put Kawasaki in front
after 19 minutes, flicking the ball home
after  a comic error  from goalkeeper
Shusaku Nishikawa to stretch their lead to
three goals after winning the first leg 3-1.  

But Shinzo Koroki pulled one back for
Urawa in the 35th minute before the tie
took a dramatic twist moments later when
Frontale defender Shintaro Kurumaya was
sent off for a high boot that caught Koroki
in the face.  

At times it appeared that both teams
were more interested in fisticuffs and
rolling on the ground in mock agony than

playing football, while several shots were
more of a threat to low-flying aircraft than
the goalkeepers.  But when substitute
Ljubijankic headed Urawa’s second of the
night to make it 4-3 on aggregate,
Kawasaki began to look frayed and a Rafael
Silva bullet levelled the tie on 83 minutes.

As Kawasaki wilted in the humid condi-
tions, Takagi’s shin connected with an
attempted left-foot volley two minutes lat-
er and the ball looped over goalkeeper
Jung Sung-Ryong for a dramatic winner.
“To be honest, that goal wasn’t 100 percent
how I planned to hit it but it went in so I’ll
take it,” said Takagi sheepishly. “We’ve come
this far so we have to make sure we reach
the final now.”

Urawa, currently eighth in the J-League
table, face Andre Villas-Boas’s Shanghai
side away on September 27 in the first leg
of their semi-final.  The return fixture will be
played on October 18. Japanese sides have
struggled in the Asian Champions League
since Urawa’s victory in 2007 and Gamba
Osaka’s triumph a year later, and Shanghai
SIPG will go into the semi-final as firm
favourites. — AFP

Reds stun Kawasaki 

to reach Asian final

SAITAMA: Kawasaki Frontale defender Eduardo (L) kicks the ball next to Urawa Reds
defender Ryota Moriwaki (R) during the AFC Champions League quarter final match
between Urawa Reds and Kawasaki Frontale in Saitama yesterday. —  AFP 

BERLIN: German 12-year-old wunderkind
Youssoufa Moukoko continued his remark-
able season yesterday by scoring twice in an
Under-16 international. Moukoko, who only
turns 13 in November, scored both goals in
Germany Under-16’s 2-1 win away to Austria
in Hippach yesterday, even though he is at
least two years younger than most of his
team-mates. Moukoko, who was born in
Cameroon, made his international debut for
Germany’s juniors in a 3-1 win over Austria
on Monday, then scored the winning goals in
a second international between the nations.

He has already made waves in German
youth football this season by scoring 13
goals in five games for Borussia Dortmund’s
Under-17 team in the junior Bundesliga.
Under German Football Association (DFB)

rules, he is not allowed to play in the
Bundesliga until he is 17.

However, doubts persist in some quar-
ters about his age. According to his official
certificate, issued at the German consulate
in Yaounde, his date of birth is November
20, 2004. Bild, Germany’s biggest selling
daily newspaper, dedicated a spread on the
precocious talent in Sunday’s sports supple-
ment under the headline: “Is this wun-
derkind really only 12 years old?”

Moukoko is pictured alongside his 18-
year-old girlfriend, who plays for St Pauli’s
Under-21 team in Hamburg, where the
couple met. Bild said his 66-year-old father
and his mother, 28, still live in Hamburg
while Moukoko lodges with a family in
Dortmund. — AFP

Wunderkind Moukoko nets 

twice in Germany U-16 win
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LONDON: Premier League giants Arsenal make their
Europa League bow this week, slipping into the conti-
nent’s second-string competition after nearly two
decades in the Champions League, with AC Milan also
injecting star quality.

Arsene Wenger’s men, fifth in the Premier League last
season-their first finish outside the top four since 1995-
96 — take on German side Cologne today at the
Emirates Stadium in London. The Arsenal boss said his
team would take the competition seriously despite the
disappointment of missing out on the Champions
League after 19 consecutive seasons in Europe’s premier
competition. “We will take it seriously but the priority is
to focus on the Premier League and combining the two,”

he said in comments reported by Britain’s Daily
Telegraph. “Then, in December, we will see, but at least
we want to qualify for the next round. Thursday to
Sunday morning is short so I have to think about that.
But we have to win at home and you know how it is
when you don’t win at home.” Arsenal goalkeeper Petr
Cech, who won the 2012/13 Europa League with
Chelsea, said the competition was a worthwhile target.
“We decided that it was the first time and hopefully the
last time we played the Europa League and we wanted
to win it,” he said.  Arsenal’s domestic rivals Manchester
United won the trophy last year, giving them a route into
this year’s Champions League.  Wenger, whose Arsenal
side lost the club’s previous match in the competition to

Galatasary in the 2000 final, when it was branded the
UEFA Cup, is likely to rotate his squad, giving some of his
fringe players game time as he negotiates a tricky Group
H that also includes Red Star Belgrade and Belarusian
outfit BATE Borisov. Seven-time European champions AC
Milan have an easier task, with ties against Austria
Vienna, AEK Athens and Rijeka of Croatia in Group D as
they continue their return to European competition for
the first time since 2013-14.  The Italians, looking to win
the only major European trophy that has so far eluded
them, appear to be on the road to recovery under
Chinese ownership after a number of lean years.

Smarting after a 4-1 Serie A defeat at Lazio at the
weekend, they open their group-stage campaign at

Austria Vienna after coming through two qualifying
rounds. “We are a new squad. It’s my responsibility and
the one of the boss and the management to lead this
group to success,” said captain Leonardo Bonucci, who
joined the club from Juventus in the close season.  “We
must stick together also when playing in Europa
League,” he told Milan TV. “It’s a competition that many
in the team have never played in before.” Wayne
Rooney’s Everton will have a stern test in Group E, which
also includes French club Lyon, whose Groupama
Stadium will host the final on May 16.

Other notable names in this year’s group stage are
Spanish sides Villarreal and Real Sociedad as well as
Italy’s Lazio. — AFP

Arsenal set for drop into Europe’s second tier

SOCCER

OLD TRAFFORD: Manchester United’s Belgian striker Romelu Lukaku (C) heads the ball to score his team’s second goal during the UEFA Champions
League Group A football match between Manchester United and Basel at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England on Tuesday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United cannot be
considered among the top band of teams in the
Champions League, manager Jose Mourinho
insisted after his side brushed aside Basel 3-0 on
their competition return.

Goals from substitutes Marouane Fellaini and
Marcus Rashford sandwiched Romelu Lukaku’s
first goal in the competition proper as United
opened their Group A campaign in straightfor-
ward fashion on Tuesday. There were eye-catch-
ing wins elsewhere-Barcelona beating Juventus
3-0, big-spending Paris Saint-Germain crushing
Celtic 5-0 — and Mourinho said United could
not currently be considered in the same bracket.

“I think for these teams that you are speaking
of and for the Real Madrids, Barcelonas and
Bayerns, the Champions League starts in
February,” Mourinho told reporters at Old
Trafford.

“Now is just the warming up. And in February,
when us English teams are trying to survive after
the winter period, they are fresh and ready after
these warm-ups. “For them this is a warm-up. I
think we are in the second level. The second lev-
el is, let’s qualify, let’s make the points to qualify
for the knockout phase. When we do that, let’s
enjoying playing against the big guys.”

Having spent last season picking a path to

glory in the Europa League, which enabled them
to qualify for the Champions League, this was
United’s first game in the top continental com-
petition since December 2015.

An injury to Paul Pogba aside, United could
scarcely have asked for a more straightforward
reintroduction to a tournament they have won
three times. But Mourinho criticised his players
for easing off after Lukaku’s 53rd-minute header
put them 2-0 up, accusing them of playing
“PlayStation football” decorated by unnecessary
“flicks and tricks”.

Pogba left the stadium on crutches after
being forced off in the 18th minute. “I don’t
know, obviously, but by experience, just by look-
ing and feeling, it’s a hamstring,” Mourinho said.
“Big, small, I don’t know.”

BASEL ‘A BIT SCARED’ 
It was an untimely end to Pogba’s first match

as United captain, but the France midfielder’s
departure had the beneficial side-effect of
bringing Fellaini into the fray. So often derided
for his perceived lack of coordination, the bushy-
haired Belgian was United’s best player, opening
the scoring in the 35th minute with a bullet
header from Ashley Young’s right-wing cross.

After his international team-mate Lukaku had

added a second, Fellaini turned provider late on,
rolling the ball back from the byline on the right
for Rashford to scuff home. Fellaini was jeered by
some United supporters last season after con-
ceding a late penalty that enabled Everton to
rescue a 1-1 draw in a Premier League game at
Goodison Park in December.

But Mourinho said that had been the former
Everton player’s only misstep in their year-long
association. “To remember a Fellaini bad per-
formance I have to go back to last season in the
beginning and it was not even a bad perform-
ance,” Mourinho said.

“Just a naive mistake when he made a penalty
in the last minute at Goodison Park. Fellaini’s
contributions are always positive. He’s a very
important player for me.” Swiss champions Basel
have now gone nine European games without
victory, but coach Raphael Wicky was reluctant
to criticise his players.

“We can learn. This is what I said to my team
after the final whistle,” he said. “I saw a team that
was alive, that was suffering and fighting togeth-
er until the 90th minute. “What I didn’t like was
that at the beginning we seemed a bit scared,
particularly when we had the ball. But I never
saw the team fall apart. There was commitment
and hard work until the final whistle.” — AFP

Man Utd part of ‘second 

level’, says Mourinho

LONDON: Antonio Conte believes his decision to
rest several of Chelsea stars for their Champions
League demolition of Qarabag will be rewarded
when the Blues face Arsenal on Sunday. Conte left
out David Luiz, Antonio Rudiger, Victor Moses and
Alvaro Morata for Tuesday’s 6-0 thumping of the
Azerbaijan minnows at Stamford Bridge. 

With those key players kept fresh and Eden
Hazard coming off the bench for only his second
appearance since close-season ankle surgery,
Conte is confident Chelsea will go into their
London derby in good condition to claim three
valuable points. 

“It was a good start, a perfect start us,” Conte
said. “To play the first game of the Champions
League, then to win with a good result, to score
many goals, to finish the game with a clean
sheet.  “I saw a lot of positive things. Now we
have to rest and get ready for a tough game
against a strong Arsenal team.” 

Conte’s selection gamble was never in danger
of backfiring as goals from Pedro, Davide
Zappacosta, Tiemoue Bakayoko, Cesar Azpilicueta
and Michy Batshuayi ensured Chelsea made a
strong start to their group stage campaign. 

Giving his understudies a chance for valuable
game time was an added bonus for Conte, who
said: “I wanted to give a chance to Michy and also
to Andreas Christensen. “To play in the Champions
League means the coach trusts you.  “My message
tonight was this: I trust all my players, not with only
words, but with facts. 

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 
“Last season we played with only 13 players, to

do that again would be crazy. “We have to develop
these players, to try and create a good competi-
tion, a positive competition, between them. It’s
very important.”  Conte was also encouraged by

Zappacosta’s first start following his deadline day
move from Torino.The Italy right-back capped a
lung-bursting run with a cross that flew in for
Chelsea’s second goal. 

“He played a really good game. For sure he knew
very well my style of football and for this reason I
decided to start with him,” Conte said.  “It’s not easy
to change your life in one week, but his answer was
very good. “He scored and that’s important us but
I’m more pleased for his performance.” Despite
Hazard’s solid showing as a second half substitute,

Conte admitted it might be too soon for the Belgian
playmaker to start against Arsenal. “It’s early to
speak about this. We must have a bit of patience
with Eden,” Conte said. “We must give him the pos-
sibility to recover very well, to be totally fit. 

“We must have calm to do the best for the play-
er and the team. Otherwise we risk a bad injury.” It
was a chastening first taste of the Champions
League group stage for Qarabag, but Gurban
Gurbanov, boss of the Azerbaijan minnows, insist-
ed it was still a proud day for his club. — AFP

GLASGOW: Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)
coach Unai Emery says his side have
learned lessons from the past after they
started their Champions League Group B
campaign with a 5-0 thrashing of Celtic.
Neymar, Kylian Mbappe, Edinson Cavani’s
double and a Mikel Lustig own goal con-
signed Celtic to their record home
European defeat and propelled PSG to
the top of the table on goal difference
from Bayern Munich, who they host on
match day two.

It was a real statement of intent from
this summer’s big spenders who signed
Brazilian Neymar and teenage sensation
Mbappe in a bid to make a real impres-
sion on the competition. After four con-
secutive seasons of reaching the quarter-
finals, PSG fell at the round of 16 last sea-
son when they capitulated against
Barcelona after winning the first leg 4-0. 

It was a result that convinced their
Qatari owners to break the world transfer
record to bring Neymar to the French
capital.  The 6-1 defeat to the Catalan
giants in the second leg was a humbling
for PSG but Emery says they are
approaching this season’s campaign with
a renewed confidence.

“We did learn from the past and what
happened last year. We have worked
really hard to improve things within the
team,” the Spanish coach said.  “I think
my team showed a lot of character. What

I was really pleased with was the fact we
were in control with the ball and without
the ball.  “Of course we have added to
the team but it is more about all the peo-
ple working together. As far as this is
concerned I am really, really happy.” The
French side’s formidable front line ter-
rorised the Celtic defence and Emery
warned they would only get better.

The PSG coach singled out Mbappe,
who PSG have an option to buy from
Monaco for a fee that could reach 180
million Euros, for praise.  “This is what he
needs at the moment. He wants to be a
great player and he is going to grow up
into that role,” Emery said of the 18-year-
old who scored his second goal in two
games.

“They have only played a few games
together... but the key is that the team is
going to improve more and more.” Celtic
manager Brendan Rodgers said his side,
who conceded five at home for the first
time since Rangers beat them 5-1 in
September 1960, said his side weren’t at
the same level of the French superstars.
“You have to give credit to them. They
are a really special team and they are
going to be close to winning it for sure,”
the Northern Irishman said.

“This is a level where you have to look
after the ball, and you have to make the
ball work for you, and in the first half we
didn’t do that.” — AFP

WASHINGTON: The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) is set to clear 95 Russian athletes inves-
tigated over involvement in the country’s
alleged mammoth doping programme, the
New York Times reported yesterday.

A leaked internal WADA report published
by the newspaper Tuesday said the agency
found it could not gather enough evidence
against 95 out of 96 Russian athletes who it
has been probing. “The available evidence was
insufficient to support the assertion of an anti-
doping rule violation against these 95 ath-
letes,” WADA Director General Olivier Niggli
wrote in the document. The report did not
name any of the athletes under investigation.

A string of WADA reports has previously
uncovered reams of evidence that the
Russian authorities ran a large-scale pro-
gramme to help competitors cheat interna-
tional doping tests. Russia’s Anti-Doping
Agency (RUSADA) was declared “non-compli-
ant” with international sport’s anti-doping
code in November 2015 and its track and field
Olympics squad and entire Paralympics team
were barred from Rio 2016.  An independent
investigation for the agency by professor
Richard McLaren in 2016 implicated some
1,000 athletes in the doping system.  Moscow
has furiously denied that it ran a state-spon-

sored scheme to cheat at international sport-
ing events and insists it is doing its best to
crack down on dopers.

And Russian officials said WADA’s decision
only served to shed doubt on the revelations
in McLaren’s report. “In general the informa-
tion of the McLaren report appears to be
incomplete and moreover in many cases
unreliable,” R-Sport agency quoted Stanislav
Pozdnyakov, the deputy chief of Russia’s
Olympic Committee, as saying.  “For the
moment none of Russia’s 1,000 athletes men-
tioned in the McLaren report has been found
guilty or banned on the basis of his informa-
tion.  Meanwhile, a year has already passed
(since the report was issued).” While this latest
twist may help bolster the Kremlin’s claims,
Niggli suggested to the New York Times that
an absence of evidence did not necessarily
prove Russia’s innocence. 

“The system was very well-organized,”
Niggli said. “On top if it, years after the fact,
the remaining evidence is often very limited.”
Niggli said that invetigations into other ath-
letes implicated in the doping scheme are
ongoing.  Russia’s anti-doping agency RUSA-
DA is currently battling to get itself reinstated,
but faces a list of remaining WADA criteria
that it must first meet. —  AFP

Conte expects selection 

gamble to pay off

LONDON: Chelsea’s German defender Antonio Rudiger (C) vies with Qarabag’s South African striker
Dino Ndlovu (R) during the UEFA Champions League Group C football match between Chelsea and
Qarabag at Stamford Bridge in London on Tuesday. Chelsea won the match 6-0. — AFP

Emery warns five-star 

PSG can only get better

GLASGOW: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian striker Neymar (R) falls after a tackle from
Celtic’s Swedish defender Mikael Lustig during the UEFA Champions League Group B
football match between Celtic and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) at Celtic Park in
Glasgow, on Tuesday. — AFP

WADA clears 95 Russian 

athletes of doping charges

ISTANBUL: Greece’s Ioannis Bourousis dunks the ball during their Eurobasket
European Basketball Championship quarter-final match against Russia, in Istanbul,
yesterday. — AP
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LIMA: International Olympic Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach (C) poses for pictures with Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo (L) and Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti during the 131st IOC session in Lima yesterday. The ICO meet-
ing in Lima confirmed Paris and Los Angeles as hosts for the 2024 and 2028 Olympics, crowning two cities at the same time in a historic first for the embattled sports body. — AFP 

LIMA: This was one of those rare Olympic moments
where everyone walked away a winner. Paris for 2024.
Los Angeles for 2028. And the International Olympic
Committee for transforming an unruly bidding process to
lock down its future by choosing not one, but two
Summer Olympics hosts at the same time.

The IOC put the rubber stamp on a pre-determined
conclusion yesterday, giving Paris the 2024 Games and
LA the 2028 Games in a history-making vote. The deci-
sion marks the first time the IOC has granted two
Summer Olympics at once. It came after a year’s worth of
scrambling by IOC president Thomas Bach, who had only

the two bidders left for the original prize, 2024, and
couldn’t bear to see either lose.

Both cities will host their third Olympics. The Paris
Games will come on the 100th anniversary of its last turn
- a milestone that would have made the French capital
the sentimental favorite had only 2024 been up for grabs.

Los Angeles moved to 2028, and those Olympics will
halt a stretch of 32 years without a Summer Games in the
United States. In exchange for the compromise, LA will
grab an extra $300 million or more that could help offset
the uncertainties that lie ahead over an 11-year wait
instead of seven.

Doing away with the dramatic flair that has accompa-
nied these events in years past, there were no secret bal-
lots and no dramatic reveals to close out the voting. Bach
simply asked for a show of hands from the audience, and
when dozens shot up from the audience, and nobody
raised their hand when he asked for objections, this was
deemed a unanimous decision.

A ceremony that has long sparked parties in the plazas
of winning cities - and crying in those of the losers - pro-
duced more muted, but still visible, shows of emotion.
Paris bid organizer Tony Estaguent choked up during the
presentation before the vote.

“You can’t imagine what this means to us. To all of us. It’s
so strong,” he said. Later, Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo stood
by Bach’s side and dabbed away tears as the vote was
announced and the IOC president handed the traditional -
but now unneeded - to she and LA mayor Eric Garcetti.
One read “Paris 2024,’ and the other “Los Angeles 2028.”

But there was no real drama. As if to accentuate that,
the LA delegation wore sneakers to the presentation.
(Were going to skip neckties, too, but changed their minds
late.) Bid chairman Casey Wasserman said the footwear
“reflects who we are, and the unique brand of California-
cool that we will bring to the 2028 Games.” — AP

IOC says yes to Paris in 24 and LA for 28

BARCELONA: When Barcelona’s Andres Iniesta was
serenaded off the pitch on Tuesday following a vin-
tage display in a 3-0 win over Juventus that was
only rivalled by Lionel Messi, it was easy to forget
the gloom that had gripped the Nou Camp two
weeks ago.

The club had been left red-faced by the failure to
sign top targets Philippe Coutinho and Angel Di
Maria when the transfer window shut and the squad
looked weakened following the world record depar-
ture of Neymar to Paris St Germain.

A resounding 5-1 aggregate Spanish Super Cup
defeat by arch rivals Real Madrid added to the sense
of despondency. Tuesday’s stunning opening Group
D display against last season’s Champions League
finalists, however, showed that Barca are still in safe
hands as long as the old guard of Messi and Iniesta
remain at the club and are fit and firing.

Barca captain Iniesta, 33, struggled for large parts
of last season as injuries took their toll but he rolled
back the years against Juve with a seamless display
that recalled the days when Pep Guardiola was man-
ager and Barca dominated in midfield.

The veteran ran the usually solid Italian champi-
ons ragged throughout the game and capped the
display with a pinpoint pass to Messi for the
Argentine’s second goal, Barca’s third, earning him a
warm reception when he was substituted late on.

“It’s important to play a lot of minutes but the key
is looking after yourself properly,” said Iniesta, who is
out of contract at the end of the season. “When the
team functions well we all play better. We struggled a
bit at first as is normal in European games but we just
needed a bit of patience and then we began to con-
trol the game.”

The Juve clash, a repeat of last season’s quarter-
final tie won by the Italians and the 2015 Champions
League final in which Barca triumphed, was one of

the most eagerly anticipated fixtures in Europe this
week. But the match began in a subdued atmos-
phere, while outside the Nou Camp opponents of
the board campaigned for a motion of no confidence
in president Josep Maria Bartomeu.

Once Iniesta and Messi had finished outclassing
Juventus, however, there was a party mood inside
the ground, with little signs of any rebellion.
Iniesta’s display was only upstaged by Messi, who
ended his hoodoo against Juve keeper Gianluigi
Buffon with lethal strikes either side of halftime,
scoring for the seventh time in three games.

He also had a shot cleared off the line which
was turned in by Ivan Rakitic for the second goal
and hammered the post in the second half. He
was a constant threat and at times freely danced
past the visiting defence, torturing a helpless Juve
rearguard.

“I have the feeling that whenever Leo picks the
ball up something is going to happen, anything can
happen, and it’s always good for us,” said Barca
coach Ernesto Valverde. “Leo scored an extraordi-
nary goal and blew the game open. He is one of the
best players in the history of the game. — Reuters

LAHORE: Sri Lanka all-rounder Thisara
Perera hit a towering six off the penul-
timate ball to steer the World XI to a
thrill ing seven-wicket win over
Pakistan in the second Twenty20 yes-
terday. Perera made a whirlwind 19-
ball 47 not out with five sixes, while
Hashim Amla finished not out 72 off
55 balls to help the World XI overhaul
a 175-run target and level the three-
match series 1-1 before a packed
Gaddafi stadium in Lahore.

That left the series intriguingly
placed with the final match on Friday,
also in Lahore. Pakistan had registered
a 20-run win in Tuesday’s first match,
which marked the return of interna-
tional cricket to Pakistan.

Left-hander Perera went on a ram-
page as the visitors needed 33 off the
last two overs, smashing two sixes off
the 19th over bowled by Sohail Khan
before sealing the match in the last over.

Amla, who scored his seventh inter-
national Twenty20 half-century, was
the steadier of the two, with two sixes
and five fours as he helped Perera add
69 runs for the fourth wicket off just
35 balls. That partnership lifted the
World XI after they lost Tamim Iqbal
(23), Tim Paine (10) and skipper Faf du
Plessis (20).

“It was a very happy day,” said
Perera. “Hash (Amla) told me to stay till
the last moment because we can
catch up. I listened to him and we did
really well. “It’s a habit for me to be in
the situation like this. This is a dream

come true for me playing in this World
XI. Thanks to Pakistan’s fans for coming
out in good numbers.”

Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed
gave credit to the visitors. “World XI
deserves the credit,” said Ahmed.
“Amla and Perera kept it till late and
did it. Our bowlers are young and this
is an occasion for them to learn how to
bowl in such situations.

“We were also a little sloppy in the
field. The score was good enough but
if the execution was better in defend-
ing, we would have pulled it off.” 

Pakistan had scored 174-6 in their
20 overs. Babar Azam (45), Ahmed
Shehzad (43) and Shoaib Malik (39)
had good starts but none of them
went on to score big, as Pakistan
found it tough going on a slow and
low pitch after winning the toss.

Opener Fakhar Zaman fell for 21 in
the fifth over before Shehzad and
Azam steadied the innings with a 59-
run stand for the second wicket.
Malik hit two sixes in the last over
before holing out off the last delivery
of the innings. 

During his 23-ball knock Malik
became the leading run scorer for
Pakistan in Twenty20 international
cricket, overhauling Umar Akmal’s
aggregate of 1,690 runs in 88 matches
by two runs.

He now has 1,692 in 88 matches.
Perera (2-23) and West Indian spinner
Badree (2-31) were the main wicket
takers for the visitors.  — AFP

Amla, Perera lead World XI 

T20 win over Pakistan

Messi, Iniesta turn Barca

gloom into party mood

CAMP NOU: Barcelona’s midfielder from Spain Andres Iniesta (L) vies with Juventus’ forward
from Argentina Paulo Dybala during the UEFA Champions League Group D football match FC
Barcelona vs Juventus at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on Tuesday. —  AFP
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CUPERTINO, Calif:  Apple Inc on Tuesday rolled
out its much-anticipated iPhone X, a glass and
stainless steel device with an edge-to-edge dis-
play that Chief Executive Tim Cook called “the
biggest leap forward since the original iPhone.”

The launch contained few surprises, with
leaked details on the phone and other products
including an updated Apple Watch proving
largely accurate. But the iPhone X’s $999 price
still raised eyebrows, and its Nov 3 ship date
prompted questions about possible supply con-
straints ahead of the holiday season. Investors
and fans have viewed the 10th-anniversary
iPhone launch as an opportunity for Apple to
refresh a smartphone lineup that had lagged the
competition in new features. Last year the com-
pany’s revenue declined when many consumers
rejected the iPhone 7 as being too similar to the
iPhone 6. The new Apple Watch for the first time
will be able to make calls and access the internet
without the customer carrying an iPhone-a
major upgrade that one analyst predicted would
more than double watch sales.  The iPhone X has
wireless charging, an infrared camera and hard-
ware for facial recognition, which replaces the
fingerprint sensor for unlocking the phone. The
home button is also gone, and users instead tap
the device to wake it up.

Apple normally ships new products within a
week or two of announcing them, though the
company said the later date was consistent with
earlier guidance to investors. “It’s great to have a
product but we’d have liked it sooner rather than
later, more like the beginning of October or mid-
October,” said Kim Forrest, senior equity research
analyst at Fort Pitt Capital Group in Pittsburgh.

Apple shares closed down 0.4 percent. They had
traded as much as 1 percent higher during the
launch event before reversing course. The shares
are up almost 40 percent on the year. Tim Ghriskey,
chief investment officer of Solaris Asset
Management in New York, said he was not worried
about the ship date and liked the new phones fea-
tures, but also flagged a lack of surprises.

“It’s sell on the news,” he said. “They didn’t talk
about the evolution of Apple beyond the iPhone
and into artificial intelligence.” The screen on the
iPhone X is about the size of the current iPhone 7
plus, though the phone is smaller. It features
richer colors thanks to a new screen technology
called OLED that other vendors are also rolling
out. But in an embarrassing moment for Apple
Senior Vice President Craig Federighi, the face ID
unlocking did not work on his first attempt dur-
ing the on-stage presentation.

Phones at many prices
Apple executives also stressed the phone’s

capabilities in augmented reality, in which digital
images are overlaid on the real world. But their
remarks suggested that the phone does not have
the full panoply of 3D-sensor chips that some
had expected. Wireless carriers in the United
States, whose fierce battle for customers could
tempt them into renewing the practice of subsi-
dizing phones, immediately began to offer dis-
counts.  T-Mobile US Inc said customers on a pay-
ment plan can trade in their iPhone 6 or newer
and receive up to $300 off over 24 months. 

Sprint Corp CEO Marcelo Claure promised in a
tweet: “Find a better monthly price & we’ll credit
the difference via prepaid card.” AT&T Inc and

Verizon Communications Inc, the dominant
mobile carriers in the United States, have not yet
disclosed their pricing plans.

Apple also introduced the iPhone 8 and
iPhone 8 Plus, which resemble the iPhone 7 line
but have a glass back for wireless charging. The
company said it was working on a new device,
called the AirPower, that would charge all newer
Apple products. The wireless charging uses a
standard called Qi, also used by Samsung
Electronics Co Ltd, which will likely solidify that

technology as the industry standard.  The new
phones all feature Apple’s first proprietary graph-
ics processor, which provides greater speed,
improved cameras and some features for aug-
mented reality apps. 

The company had previously used graphics
chips from Imagination Technologies Group Plc,
which put itself up for sale earlier this year after
Apple said it would make its own technology.  

Apple is moving to design more of the inter-
nal components of the iPhone, squeezing some

suppliers but giving Apple control. The cheapest
of the iPhone 8 models have 64 gigabytes of
memory, up from 32 gigabytes in previous mod-
els, and will sell for $699 and $799. Apple also
noted that for budget-conscious shoppers, there
is now a $349 iPhone SE, similar to the iPhone 5. 

The bump-up in memory for the new phones
should help suppliers of memory chips, and
Apple is now angling to own a piece of the mem-
ory-chip business being sold by Toshiba Corp

The new Series 3 watch will cost $399 and
support a range of third-party apps. Apple has
never released numbers on watch sales, but ana-
lyst Gene Munster with Loup Ventures forecast
the company would sell 26 million in 2018. Also
featured at the launch event was an upgraded
Apple TV that will support the high-resolution
display known as 4K and will feature more pro-
gramming options as Apple steps up efforts to
cut content deals and produce its own shows.

Flashy new campus 
Cook opened the event at the Steve Jobs

Auditorium on Apple’s new campus with a trib-
ute to company co-founder and former CEO
Jobs, who died in 2011.  The Apple building itself
was considered to be Jobs’ final product, and
Cook spent a few minutes boasting about the
design, energy-saving features and public spaces
at the new campus, including a flagship Apple
Store. The theater, never before open to the pub-
lic, features an expansive glass-enclosed lobby,
with two massive white stone staircases leading
down to the auditorium. Inside, the decor is simi-
lar to that of Apple’s stores, with hard maple
flooring and tan leather seats. — Reuters 

MERIDA: The Coromoto ice cream parlor
had it all - chocolate and vanilla for sure,
though also garlic, avocado and even octo-
pus sorbets... but the things you can’t find
in Venezuela any more, like milk and sugar,
means the landmark has had to close for
good. When Manuel Da Silva first opened
its welcoming yellow doors in 1981, the
Heladeria Coromoto offered its clients the
tried and trusted - vanilla, strawberry,
chocolate and coconut flavors.

Until one day, Manuel tried out an avoca-
do sorbet on his customers. “It was a suc-
cess!” says Jose Ramirez, Manuel’s son-in-law
who now runs the business. “He had a crazy
idea and he started to invent, to try things
with meat, with fish,” says Jose. He might
have stopped at chipi-chipi,  a small
Caribbean mollusc, but Manuel was clearly
not a man to hold back on a hunch. New fla-
vors followed when he experimented with
garlic as well as onion flavored ice cream.

Soon Manuel’s imagination knew no lim-
its and the number of wacky flavors, and his
reputation, grew. “People were coming to
try some strange things,” said Luis Marquez,
a young local in the mountain town of
Merida who grew up coming to the
Coromoto. In 1991, just a decade after
opening and a world away from plain old

vanilla, the Heladeria Coromoto got an
entry in the Guinness Book of Records for
providing the most flavors of any ice cream
parlor in the world-at the time, 386.

But Manuel, a Portuguese immigrant, con-
tinued to innovate and play with people’s
tastebuds. Black bean ice cream soon fol-
lowed, chilli, beetroot... up to a staggering 860
flavors. The shop quickly became a key attrac-
tion in Merida, an Andean city of 450,000
which is also known for having the world’s
highest cable-car ride, 4,765 meters above
sea-level. Now it comes highly recommended
in tourist guides such as Lonely Planet and
TripAdvisor. But Venezuela’s deepening eco-
nomic crisis since the collapse of crude oil
prices in 2014 meant it became an ordeal to
source raw materials over the last few years.
“For years we have been suffering from short-
ages and we buy on the black market. We
cannot get products from our traditional sup-
pliers,” said Jose, 56. Up to now, Jose has
always managed to scrape by. “But the situa-
tion got more complicated this year....”

As many Venezuelans battle hunger and
malnutrition because of an economic and
political crisis, some will see it as another
beautiful thing that has gone in a country
dazed from months of often violent
protests that killed 125 people.  — AFP

COLOGNE, Germany: Facebook has tightened
its rules on who can make money from adver-
tising on its network, responding to criticism
that it is too simple for providers of fake news
and sensational headlines to cash in. The
world’s largest social network implemented
the new standards with immediate effect to
make it clearer which publishers can earn
money on Facebook and with what content.
The new standards coincided with an appear-
ance by Chief Operating Officer Sheryl
Sandberg in Germany, one of Facebook’s
toughest critics on hate speech and safe-
guarding privacy. 

Facebook, together with Alphabet ’s
Google, accounts for around two fifths of
internet advertising, which is forecast by con-
sultancy Zenith to grow by 13 percent to $205
billion this year - overtaking television as the
biggest channel for companies to pitch their
wares to consumers.

Marketing executives have criticized
Facebook for failing to ensure that the digital
ads distributed to its more than 2 billion active
users reach their intended audience. 

It has also drawn criticism from major
advertisers for inflating its audience figures
and not adequately tracking ads, which were

sometimes placed alongside content detri-
mental to the brands being promoted. 

Yesterday, Facebook said it would seek
accreditation from the Media Ratings Council,
a US non-profit organization, for audience
measurement services. “We take very seriously
our responsibility to earn and maintain the
trust of people in businesses,” Sandberg told
dmexco, a major digital marketing gathering
in Cologne. “We hear their concerns about safe
environments, about standards, about meas-
urement, and this is critical to us,” she said.
“We’re working hard to roll things out that
give you more control over where your ads
run, and more knowledge about where your
ads run, before, during and after campaign.”

Community standards 
To make money on Facebook in future,

content creators and publishers will have to
comply with its so-called community stan-
dards, which seek to ensure that content is
authentic, not offensive and adheres to its
guidelines. Those publishing content flagged
as misinformation or false news may be ruled
ineligible to profit from Facebook, as would
creators of clickbait and sensationalism,
according to the rules seen by Reuters.

Facebook’s guidelines for monetization
give broad definitions of content that would
be disallowed - including “family entertain-
ment characters engaged in violent, sexual-
ized, or otherwise inappropriate behavior”.

Also covered are depictions of death, casu-
alties and physical injuries in tragedies such as
natural disasters; and content that is incendi-
ary, inflammatory, demeaning or disparaging
towards people or groups. Facebook said it will
provide post-campaign feedback to advertis-
ers that clearly identifies the publishers that
ran their ads. Facebook will also step up its
monitoring of hate speech, adding 3,000 con-
tent reviewers to nearly double the size of its
existing team, Senior Vice President for Global
Marketing Solutions Carolyn Everson said in a
blog post. “As soon as we determine that con-
tent has breached our community standards,
we remove it. With a community as large as
Facebook, however, zero tolerance cannot
mean zero occurrence,” she said.

Germany has led the way in demanding
action on hate speech.  Its parliament passed a
law in June to introduce fines of up to 50 mil-
lion euros ($60 million) for social media net-
works if they fail to remove hateful postings
promptly. — Reuters 

Facebook to clamp down 

on who can cash in on ads

No milk, sugar: Venezuelans 

lose prized ice cream to crisis

Apple launches $999 iPhone X 
New Apple Watch turns comic book fantasy into reality

CUPERTINO: Apple CEO Tim Cook shows new Apple Watch Series 3 products at the Steve
Jobs Theater on the new Apple campus on Tuesday.  

CUPERTINO: Apple CEO Tim Cook, right, and Jonathan Ive, Chief Design Officer shows the new iPhone X in the showroom after the new product announcement at the Steve Jobs Theater on the new Apple campus on Tuesday in
Cupertino, Calif. — AP photos
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KUWAIT: Marmore MENA Intelligence, a
subsidiary of Kuwait Financial Centre
“Markaz”, recently released a report
titled ‘REITs in GCC: Regulatory hurdles
persist’, analyzing the prevailing circum-
stances and future prospects for REITs in
the region.

Five REITs have been listed in GCC,
four in Saudi Arabia and one in the UAE
within a span of 10 months, higher than
the number of IPOs in the region. This
sudden emergence of an alternate asset
class augurs well for the melancholic
investment climate and makes available
diversified products such as exchange
traded funds, derivatives and REITs for its

affluent and high net worth individuals
who have till now searched beyond bor-
ders for alternative investment products.
Historical returns in the US indicate that
REITs can be used as a hedge against
inflation. Listing of REITs also improves
the transparency in real estate market
encouraging private players to invest in
residential as well as commercial projects.
The growth of the real estate sector will
translate into more jobs and diversifica-

tion of the economy. Hence, an organized
real estate market with alternate funding
mechanisms is of utmost importance and
will  de-stress the banking system.
Introduction of REITs will further aug-
ment the nationalization program in GCC,
as the contribution of nationals in the real
estate sector is high. 

GCC, is home to one of the most active
real estate markets but development of
REIT’s has been a problem due to several
hurdles. A key impediment to the growth
of REIT’s in the region is regulations. In
most of the countries in GCC, foreign
ownership is restricted (wholly or partial-
ly) in real estate. Ownership limits are also

limited in capital markets for internation-
al investors. There are also leverage regu-
lations placed on the real estate invest-
ment trusts. For instance, in KSA, a REIT
issuer’s leverage is restricted to 50 per-
cent while in countries such as USA and
Canada there is no restriction on the debt
levels. Liberalizing the limits on foreign
ownership will be one of the prime meas-
ures for developing secondary markets
for such products. GCC nations also need
to emphasize on improving the market
infrastructure such as adopting a com-
mon settlement cycle that is widely
accepted, developing delivery versus
payment systems apart from improving

the transparency and disclosure mecha-
nisms that are currently lagging behind.

UAE and KSA are among the forerun-
ners in the region to have introduced
regulations that are accommodative for
the listing of REITs. Currently both these
countries together have collected a cor-
pus of about USD 630 million. Bahrain
too has followed suit and has recently
enlisted elaborate procedures for listing
REITs. Sharia compliant Islamic REITs have
also been developed and has been
received favorably by investors. While the
REITs market is still at a nascent stage, it
is surely showing signs of moving in the
right direction. 

Five REITs listed in KSA and UAE in 10 months

KAMCO Oil Market Monthly Report 

EXCHANGE RATES
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.749
Indian Rupees 4.719
Pakistani Rupees 2.867
Srilankan Rupees 1.974
Nepali Rupees 2.956
Singapore Dollar 225.490
Hongkong Dollar 38.683
Bangladesh Taka 3.702
Philippine Peso 5.935
Thai Baht 9.150

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.627
Qatari Riyal 83.042
Omani Riyal 785.213
Bahraini Dinar 802.840
UAE Dirham 82.318

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.300
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 17.044
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.214
Tunisian Dinar 126.420
Jordanian Dinar 426.650
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.014
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.986

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 302.150
Euro 363.790
Sterling Pound 403.220

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.391175 0.401175
Czech Korune 0.005810 0.017810
Danish Krone 0.044437 0.049437
Euro 0. 355383 0.364383
Georgian Lari 0.121113 0.121113
Norwegian Krone 0.0.34422 0.039622
Romanian Leu 0.078382 0.078382
Russian ruble 0.005263 0.005263
Slovakia 0.008995 0.018995
Swedish Krona 0.033590 0.038590
Swiss Franc 0.309061 0.320061

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.233672 0.245672
New Zealand Dollar 0.211722 0.221222

America
Canadian Dollar 0.243834 0.252834
US Dollars 0.298050 0.302470
US Dollars Mint 0.298550 0.302470

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003238 0.003822

Chinese Yuan 0.044735 0.048235
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036579 0.039329
Indian Rupee 0.004227 0.004915
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002675 0.002855
Korean Won 0.000257 0.000272
Malaysian Ringgit 0.067859 0.073859
Nepalese Rupee 0.003015 0.003185
Pakistan Rupee 0.002717 0.003007
Philippine Peso 0.005844 0.006144
Singapore Dollar 0.219010 0.229010
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001623 0.002203
Taiwan 0.009931 0.010111
Thai Baht 0.008787 0.009337

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.794572 0.803072
Egyptian Pound 0.014532 0.020440
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000193 0.000253
Jordanian Dinar 0.421552 0.430552
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000150 0.000250
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020945 0.044945
Omani Riyal 0.778385 0.784065
Qatar Riyal 0.078703 0.083643
Saudi Riyal 0.079487 0.080787
Syrian Pound 0.001280 0.001500
Tunisian Dinar 0.121130 0.129130
Turkish Lira 0.083519 0.093819
UAE Dirhams 0.080839 0.082539
Yemeni Riyal 0.000982 0.001062

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 301.800
Canadian Dollar 248.685
Sterling Pound 403.050
Euro 363.090
Swiss Frank 291.255
Bahrain Dinar 801.000
UAE Dirhams 82.560
Qatari Riyals 83.380
Saudi Riyals 81.340
Jordanian Dinar 426.950
Egyptian Pound 17.121
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.975
Indian Rupees 4.719
Pakistani Rupees 2.863
Bangladesh Taka 3.733
Philippines Pesso 5.929
Cyprus pound 17.960
Japanese Yen 3.740
Syrian Pound 1.585
Nepalese Rupees 2.954

Malaysian Ringgit 72.765
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 46.660
Thai Bhat 10.115
Turkish Lira 88.375

Canadian dollar 249.710
Turkish lira 88.660
Swiss Franc 316.720
Australian Dollar 244.140
US Dollar Buying 300.950

GOLD
20 Gram 249.070
10 Gram 127.450
5 Gram 64.570

KUWAIT: Oil prices remained steady during September-17
with OPEC crude recording a gain of 6.4 percent during the
first week backed by lower-than-anticipated impact of hur-
ricanes Harvey and Irma in the US. Other factors that sup-
ported prices included the ongoing discussion to extend
the OPEC oil production cut agreement beyond the cur-
rent deadline of March-18 as well as a weak USD that hit a
more than 2.5 year low against euro and multi-month low
against a basket of currencies after it emerged that a third
Fed rate hike for the year may not happen owing to weak
inflation and slow growth. 

The twin hurricanes in the US have led to higher crude
inventories, as seen from API and EIA reports.  Refinery uti-
lization fell to the lowest since 2010 on the Gulf Coast fol-
lowing Hurricane Harvey. Moreover, the impact of
Hurricane Irma on oil demand in Florida is expected to be
less than that in Texas that was hit by the first hurricane dur-
ing the last week of August-17. That said, oil production is
also said to have declined in the US as seen from the
decline in rig count data. This was reflected in EIA’s produc-
tion outlook that lowered production forecast for the US by
1 percent and 0.7 percent for 2017 and 2018, respectively.
On the demand side, the impact of the hurricanes is expect-
ed to affect US oil demand, however, with reduced supply
from shale producers as well as refinery outages, the nega-
tive impact of slower demand on oil price was limited. 

On the other hand, there has been growing consensus
amongst OPEC producers that the ongoing oil production
cut agreement can be extended if it is required to balance
the oil market. According to reports, oil ministers of Saudi
Arabia, Venezuela, Kazakhstan and UAE are on the same
page on keeping all options open to rebalance the oil
market. OPEC production declined marginally to 32.71
mb/d during August-17 primarily due to a steep decline in
production in Libya and marginal decline in Saudi Arabia
with its production now below 10 mb/d, while Nigeria
raised its production by 40 tb/d. The disruptions in Libya
affected the country’s largest oilfield that stopped produc-
ing for two weeks. 

Meanwhile, OPEC’s monthly report gave an optimistic
view on oil demand and supply. OPEC forecasted higher
demand in 2018 coupled with a marginal decline in sup-
ply as compared to its previous forecasts. The report also
highlighted crude price backwardation for the first time
since 2H-14 as a result of higher demand for immediate
delivery expressing hope that the markets is expected to

rebalance over the next year with a major decline in
inventories. KAMCO Research expects oil demand in the
US to decline in the near term due to the two hurricanes,
which is also expected to affect US economic growth for
the Q3-17. Crude inventories in the US are reportedly up,
which we believe would affect global oil prices in the near
term even if refinery capacity is back online at a faster-
than-expected pace. 

Oil prices 
Crude oil traded in a tight range in August-17 and weak-

ened towards the end of the month after Hurricane Harvey
hit the US Gulf Coast affecting refinery operations and its
likely fallout in terms of crude oil demand and inventories.
According to reports, refinery utilization went down to the
lowest since 2010 and as a result crude inventories surged
4.6 million barrels while gasoline stocks fell by 3.2 million
barrels for the week ended 1-September-17. In terms of
prices, gasoline prices surged to 2-year highs due to the
risk of fuel shortages, while gasoline futures declined. The
expected severity before the second hurricane also affect-
ed oil prices, however, the real impact was much less than
anticipated resulting in oil prices gaining after the hurri-
cane actually hit the coast. Oil prices also firmed after key
refineries in the US started coming online. 

Nevertheless, the likely impact on demand is not very
clear as storms have a tendency to limit travel in addition
to many vehicles being rendered faulty after the event. 

Meanwhile, US oil rig count continued to decline and
is now down in five out of the last eight weeks. According
to Baker Hughes, rig count fell by 3 to 756, the lowest in
11 weeks, for the week ended 8-September-17. Oil rigs
have also declined internationally. According to monthly
data, international rig counts, excluding US and Canada,
declined by eight to 715 during August-17 primarily due
to subdued oil prices that continues to affect driller’s
profitability. 

Average crude prices during August-17 strengthened
across the categories. Average OPEC crude prices were up
5.7 percent to reach $49.6/b while Kuwait and Brent crude
prices went up 5.4 percent and 6.5 percent, respectively.
The positive trend continued in September-17 with OPEC
crude recording gains since the start of the month and was
up more than 6 percent by 8-September-17. Brent crude
also surged and reached a 5-month high level of $53.63/b
in September-17. 

World oil demand
World oil demand growth projections for 2017 was once

again upgraded in the latest OPEC monthly report to 96.77
mb/d. Demand is now expected to grow by 1.42 mb/d in
2017 after an upward revision of 50 tb/d primarily on the
back of better-than-expected demand from OECD
Americas and Europe during Q2-17. Quarterly demand
data for OECD Americas was revised upwards by 100 tb/d
for Q2-17 mainly reflecting strong demand during June-17
led by gains in transportation and industrial fuels, particu-
larly gasoline, jet fuel, gas diesel oil and LPG. However, Q3-
17 demand data was lowered by 40 tb/d owing to the dis-
ruptions related to the hurricanes. Meanwhile, improving
economic conditions in OECD Europe coupled with
increasing vehicle sales and the existing low oil price envi-
ronment resulted in an upward adjustment to demand
data by 100 tb/d for Q2-17 and 40 tb/d for Q3-17. For the
non-OECD countries, demand was revised down marginal-
ly by 7 tb/d for 2017 despite some upward adjustments,
including 33 tb/d for China that was led by higher-than-
expected demand in petrochemical (higher LPG demand)
and transportation sectors. The downward adjustment for
the non-OECD group primarily reflected slower-than-
expected oil demand developments in India due to the
aftereffects of the demonetization policy. In the Middle
East, oil demand in Saudi Arabia increased for the first time
in three months during July-17 by 0.14 mb/d to 2.8 mb/d
due to higher fuel oil demand coupled with increase in
demand for transportation fuels and crude burning for
power generations.  Global oil demand growth expecta-
tions for 2018 was also revised up by 70 tb/d to an average
growth of 1.35 mb/d to a total consumption of 98.12 mb/d.
Higher demand in 2018 is expected to be driven by higher
consumption in OECD Europe and China. The continued
improvement in economic growth in Europe is one key fac-
tor for the revision, while the expansion in the petrochemi-
cal and transportation sectors in China is expected to result
in higher demand for transportation and industrial fuels
that would be partially offset by emission norms and fuel
substitution with natural gas. Demand in OECD Asia Pacific
was also upgraded slightly by 10 tb/d due to expectations
of improving economy. 

World Oil Supply 
Global oil supply during August-17 witnessed a month-

on-month decline of 0.41 mb/d and averaged at 96.75
mb/d, according to  preliminary data, with non-OPEC sup-
ply declining by 0.32 mb/d to average at 57.68 mb/d dur-
ing the month. According to preliminary data, US produc-
tion from Gulf of Mexico and parts of Eagle Ford was dis-
rupted after Hurricane Harvey, in addition to lower output
from North Sea and Kazakhstan following seasonal mainte-
nance. This decline was partially offset by higher output
from Canada, OECD Europe and Brazil. The share of OPEC
output in declined by 10 bps to 33.8 percent following a
decline in production during the month. For the full year
2017, non-OPEC oil supply growth expectation remained
unchanged with an expected growth of 0.78 mb/d to aver-
age at 57.80 mb/d as the upward revision in supply from
FSU was completely offset by downward revision in OECD
Americas. In terms of individual country data, supply from
Kazakhstan was upgraded by 0.04 mb/d for 2017 while US
oil supply was lowered by 0.07 mb/d following disruptions
related to Hurricane Harvey. The monthly OPEC report also
highlighted additional production from start-up projects
like Kashagan in Kazakhstan along with higher relatively
higher investment in upstream projects. 

Non-OPEC supply growth projections for 2018 was low-
ered by 0.1 mb/d to 1.00 mb/d and is expected to average
at 58.80 mb/d. The downgrade revision primarily reflects
lower oil supply from Russia and Kazakhstan. OECD
Americas would be the biggest contributor to supply
growth in 2018 as shale output is expected to increase by
619 tb/d after adding 0.5 mb/d in 2017. 

OPEC oil production & spare capacity 
OPEC oil production declined in August-17 primarily due

to a decline in production in Libya and Saudi Arabia partially
offset by higher production primarily in Nigeria. Average
production rate for the group reached 32.71 mb/d, accord-
ing to Bloomberg, while OPEC secondary sources showed a
production rate of 32.76 mb/d during the month. Oil pro-
duction by Saudi Arabia was lowest in three months as the
Kingdom slashed production by 30 tb/d. On the other
hand, the decline in Libya was primarily due to force
majeure declared at several production sites following dis-
ruptions. According to the Libya’s central bank, the disrup-
tions resulted in an average daily loss of 0.35 mb/d follow-
ing the shutdown of Sharara oilfield. As a result of the
decline in monthly production rate, OPEC compliance to
the production cut agreement reached 89 percent in
August-17, according to Reuters. UAE and Iraq, that were
under pressure from the group to adhere to their share of
production cuts, have stated higher compliance to the
agreement during August-17. In terms of extending the
production cut agreement, Kuwait Oil Minister Essam Al-
Marzouq was quoted as saying that the decision to extend
the agreement would be clear by November-17. While stat-
ing that OPEC’s strategy in going ahead in the right direc-
tion he said that oil prices are expected to range between
$50 - $55 a barrel through year-end backed by expecta-
tions of stronger demand in Q3-17 and a higher-than-
expected drop in inventories.  In its effort to limit crude
supply, Saudi Arabia said it would cut crude allocations to
its customers by 0.35 mb/d in October-17 despite seeing
healthy and robust demand and refining margins in Asia.
Aramco is said to reduce flows to Asia by 1.8 mb/d in
October-17, affecting primarily its customers in Japan. In
addition, UAE’s ADNOC has also pledged to curb October-
17 crude supplies by 10 percent across the three grades of
oil it supplies. 

On the other hand, Iran said it would achieve a produc-
tion rate of 4.5 mb/d within the next five years as com-
pared to its current production rate of 3.8 mb/d and crude
exports are expected to reach 2.5 mb/d. The said increase
in output is planned to come from additional 0.42 mb/d
from the West Karoun oil field plus 0.28 mb/d from oil
fields in central and southern Iran as well as the Falat Ghare
oil company. 

Oil prices recover from
US hurricanes impact



B U S I N E S S
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

FRANKFURT: Europe shouldn’t rush to
abandon the combustion engine and
must build up its own production of elec-
tric car batteries to compete with China,
auto suppliers and manufacturers said at
the Frankfurt motor show.

The comments come as the future of
the car has become a hot topic in cam-
paigning ahead of Germany’s Sept. 24
election, especially after Britain and
France announced plans to eventually
phase out combustion engines to try to
cut pollution. Roberto Vavassori, presi-
dent of the European Association of
Automotive Suppliers (CLEPA), warned a
headlong rush to electric cars would
hand business to China, which along with
South Korea and Japan dominate battery
production for such vehicles.

“We need to provide a sensible transi-
tion period that doesn’t give unwanted
gifts to our Chinese friends,” he said, esti-
mating European automakers were pay-
ing 4,000-7,000 euros ($5,000-8,000) to
China for batteries for every electric car.
Vavassori called for a European drive to
develop the next generation of battery
cells. He said carmakers and politicians
should look at other ways of cutting vehi-
cle emissions too, such as more efficient
engines and synthetic fuels.

Germany’s Daimler and Volkswagen
both announced plans on the eve of the
Frankfurt show to accelerate their shift to
electric cars. The head of Volkswagen’s
core auto division said yesterday that
European industry should come together
to create a regional supplier of batteries.

“For the initial phase, I still feel in good
hands with the Korean suppliers, but I
would appreciate if competition were to
grow and a European consortium would
emerge,” VW brand Chief Executive
Herbert Diess told Reuters.

“Europe at risk”
German Chancellor Angela Merkel has

raised the possibility of state support to
bring chip and battery production back
to Europe and her Social Democrat chal-

lenger Martin Schulz has also called for
investment in cell  production in
Germany. The stakes are high, with the
auto industry as a whole providing
around 12.6 million jobs in the European
Union, or about 5.7 percent of the total.

Trade unions have been putting pres-
sure on manufacturers to make electric
cars in existing factories and invest in bat-
tery production in Europe, rather than
outsourcing the work to Asia.

“Self-contained value chains are a cen-
tral pillar of our industrial model and play
a big role in the success of the German
economy,” Joerg Hofmann, president of
the IG Metall union, told steel and car
industry members yesterday.

CLEPA’s Vavassori said Europe was lag-
ging behind in the production of sensors
and microchips, as well as batteries, and
there was a risk in relying on Chinese sup-
plies given geopolitical instability.

“We need production in Europe for

vehicles of the future, or we put all
Europe at risk,” he said.

Many in the car industry want govern-
ments to focus on setting targets to bring
down carbon dioxide emissions, rather
being prescriptive about quotas for elec-
tric cars. “Mandating certain percentages
of certain technologies doesn’t take us to
the best solution,” said Daimler boss Dieter
Zetsche, who currently chairs ACEA, the
main European carmakers’ association.
Yesterday, ACEA offered to further cut CO2
emissions by 2030, albeit dependent on
uptake of electric cars. 

Germany’s Robert Bosch, the world’s
biggest auto supplier, is keeping its
options open, optimizing the combustion
engine and also exploring synthetic fuels,
which could use existing filling stations
and engines. “This is a faster way of limit-
ing global warming,” said Bosch chief exec-
utive Volkmar Denner. “We are doing this
alongside electric vehicles.” —Reuters

Build batteries or lose jobs, auto bosses tell Europe
Frankfurt Auto Show

FRANKFURT: Two men take a closer look at a Audi R8 V10 plus on the second
media day of the IAA Motor Show in Frankfurt yesterday.

FRANKFURT: Spectators visit the hall of German Volkswagen group including
cars of VW, Audi and Seat at the Frankfurt Auto Show IAA in Frankfurt am Main,
Germany yesterday.

FRANKFURT: A Renault R S 2027 Vision Formula 1 concept car is presented at the
Frankfurt Auto Show IAA in Frankfurt am Main yesterday.—AFP photos

WASHINGTON: A jump in fuel prices helped
nudge US wholesale inflation in August to its
biggest gain in four months, the Labor
Department reported yesterday. But despite
reversing the drop seen in July, the Producer
Price Index still fell short of analyst expecta-
tions. Although the fuel price index spiked last
month, it was not affected by Hurricane
Harvey, since the information used to calcu-
late the increase was collected before the
storm hit.  But the storm impact likely will be
felt in September.

Harvey made landfall toward the end of the
month on the Texas Gulf Coast,  shutting
down a large share of US production and
refining capacity, which hit fuel and crude
prices. “We are braced for a PPI spike in the
next couple of months,” Ian Shepherdson of
Pantheon Macroeconomics wrote in a client
note. He noted that core PPI rose 0.5 percent
in the immediate aftermath of Superstorm
Sandy in 2012. Total PPI, which tracks the costs
of wholesale goods and services, rose 0.2 per-
cent for the month, the Labor Department
said, falling short of the 0.3 percent rise ana-
lysts had been expecting. The increase fol-
lowed a 0.1 percent drop in the prior month,
and was the largest since a gain of 0.5 percent
in April. Year-over-year, the index was 2.4 per-
cent higher, up five tenths from July.

Most of the August PPI increase came from
the goods segment, including energy, which
jumped 3.3 percent. Excluding the volatile
food and fuel categories, “core” PPI rose 0.1
percent, also below expectations, and was up
2.0 percent compared to August 2016.

Within energy, there were double-digit
monthly increases in residual fuels, home
heating oil, and jet fuel, which rose 18.6 per-
cent, its fastest pace in eight years. And
wholesale gasoline prices rose 9.5 percent for
the month, the biggest increase since January.
Analysts said the Fed was likely to view rising
energy prices as a temporary phenomenon
but reconstruction after back-to-back hurri-
canes in Texas and Florida was likely to drive
up demand and prices for construction and
other services. Persistent weak US inflation has
stumped monetary policymakers and econo-
mists this year. The Federal Reserve is expect-
ed to leave its benchmark interest rate
untouched when they meet next week, and
the likelihood of a third rate hike this year has
receded, especially in the aftermath of the
hurricanes.

In contrast to energy, food prices dragged
the monthly index down, with wholesale
wheat prices tumbling 20.6 percent, the
largest drop in more than nine years. Air trans-
portation services rose 1.4 percent, the
biggest increase since July 2009, while truck
hauling services moved up 0.9 percent, the
largest increase in three years.

Household income 
In a stark reminder of the damage done by

the Great Recession and of the modest recov-
ery that followed, the median American
household only last year finally earned more
than it did in 1999. Incomes for a typical US
household, adjusted for inflation, rose 3.2 per-
cent from 2015 to 2016 to $59,039, the Census
Bureau said. The median is the point at which
half the households fall below and half are
above. Last year’s figure is slightly above the
previous peak of $58,665, reached in 1999. It is
also the first time since the recession ended in

US wholesale inflation 
remains tame in August
Household income finally topped 1999 peak last year

 LONDON: Britain’s unemployment rate has
fallen to a new 42-year low, official data
showed yesterday, but wages growth
remains far below overall inflation. The
unemployment rate fell to 4.3 percent in the
quarter through to the end of July, reaching
the lowest level since 1975, the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) said in a statement. 

It had stood at 4.4 percent in the three
months to June.  Employment reached a
new record high of 32.1 million workers, as
the number  of people in jobs increased by
181,000 in the three months to July 2017. A
total of 1.46 million people were recorded
unemployed at the end of July, down
175,000 on a year earlier.

But growth in wages continue to lag
behind Britain’s annual inflation rate, which
ONS statistics Tuesday showed had jumped
to 2.9 percent in August from 2.6 percent in
July. Average weekly earnings rose by 2.1
percent year-on-year in the three-month
period to July, below the Bloomberg con-
sensus estimate of 2.3 percent. The combi-
nation of rising inflation and stagnating

wage growth meant that real wages fell by
0.4 percent, further reducing purchasing
power in the UK.

“Job creation is a huge UK success story,”
said Ian Stewart, chief economist at
Deloitte. “Despite Brexit uncertainties and
slower growth, the UK continues to gener-
ate ever lower unemployment and ever
more jobs.” Despite the strong jobs growth,
there is concern that weak wages growth is
starting to hurt consumption, reducing the
chances of interest rate tightening from the
Bank of England that would give a lift to
savers. The government on Tuesday sig-
nalled its intention to raise salaries for all
public sector workers by more than a 1.0-
percent cap in place during several years of
state austerity. 

The first to benefit are police officers,
who will see their pay increase by 2.0 per-
cent, and prison officers, who are receiving
a 1.7-percent hike. But the POA prison offi-
cer union branded the move a pay cut in
real terms, reflecting a wider frustration at
loss of purchasing power in the UK. —AFP

LONDON: US coal companies blame cli-
mate campaigners and the Obama admin-
istration for waging a war on coal that has
cost thousands of jobs and threatened
struggling mining communities.

But coal’s long-term problems stem
not from politics but from physical prop-
erties that make it an inferior source of
energy compared with oil,  gas and
(arguably) renewables. Coal has been los-
ing the “war” for market share since the
middle of the 20th century as other
sources of energy have become cheaper
and more abundant. Rising energy con-
sumption in advanced economies and
emerging markets masked coal’s relative
decline in the second half of the 20th
century and first decade of the 21st. But
as energy consumption has reached a
plateau in developed countries, coal
demand has started to decline in
absolute and relative terms in the more
modern economies.

Consumption has continued to grow
in poorer countries, where coal has
played a crucial role in making electricity
available for the first time to hundreds of
millions of households. But the same
problems that ensured coal’s replace-
ment in the advanced economies will
gradually lead to its replacement in
emerging markets as well.

Energy transactions
Coal’s displacement by other sources

of energy is part of a “grand energy tran-
sition” that has seen the dominant energy
source shift successively from wood to
charcoal, coal and oil. The precise dates
vary slightly from country to country, but
coal started to become an important
source of energy on a global scale just
before 1850 (“Energy transitions: history,
requirements, prospects”, Smil, 2010).

Traditional biofuels such as wood and
corn stalks continued to dominate the
global energy system until 1900, when
they were finally overtaken in importance
by fast-growing coal consumption.

Coal remained the dominant energy

source until the 1960s, when it was over-
taken by oil (“Global primary energy con-
sumption, 1800-2015”, Our World in Data,
2017). But in recent years, natural gas
consumption has been growing faster,
and gas is set to overtake oil as the single
largest source of primary energy within
the next decade. Predicting transitions
beyond natural gas is fraught with uncer-
tainty but climate campaigners hope the
global energy system will shift from gas
to wind and solar.

A question of physics
Each step in the grand energy transi-

tion has seen the dominant fuel dis-
placed by one that is more convenient
and useful. The reasons for the original
shift from traditional biofuels to charcoal
and then coal are still disputed by schol-
ars. Wood was in short supply around
major urban areas by the 17th and 18th
centuries but it is unclear whether short-
ages were localised or becoming more
general. In any event, transporting larger
quantities of wood over lengthening dis-
tances from increasingly remote forested
areas to consuming cities was becoming
a logistical problem.

The solution was to turn wood into
charcoal, which was much more com-
pact, and eventually to shift to coal,
which was even more compact and easi-
er to transport. Traditional biofuels may
have been becoming more scarce, but it
was the increasing availability of coal and
its decreasing price that drove the transi-
tion. Coal was simply more useful as a
source of energy than traditional biofuels.
Once it became cheap enough, it rapidly
replaced wood and agricultural waste in
most uses. The same process explains the
gradual displacement of coal by oil dur-
ing the 20th century and now by natural
gas in the 21st century. There is far more
energy in one kilogram of refined gaso-
line (46 megajoules) or gas (54 mega-
joules) than in a kilogram of bituminous
coal (24-35 megajoules), let alone wood
(18 megajoules). —Reuters

TOKYO: Japanese megabank MUFG said yester-
day it decided to pick Amsterdam as a base for
its EU securities operation by moving some
functions from London in preparation for Brexit.

Mitsubishi UFJ Securities Holdings has
decided to apply for a license to establish a
new subsidiary in Amsterdam, MUFG said after
narrowing down a list of favorites, which also
included Paris.

Britain is at risk of losing the “passporting
rights” financial firms use to deal with clients in
the rest of the European bloc. That, along with
political uncertainty surrounding Brexit negotia-
tions, has spurred foreign companies that have
set up shop in Britain, or established European
headquarters there, to begin looking for alterna-
tive locations.

“ The new subsidiary in Amsterdam will
ensure that the group can continue to provide
these services to its EU clients, even if the cross-

border passport is lost as a result of Brexit,” it
said in a statement. It was not immediately
known how many employees will move from
London to Amsterdam.

The Financial Times has reported that MUFG
has chosen Amsterdam, to where “hundreds of
jobs” could be moved from among the 2,100
people the firm employs in London. Other
Japanese firms including Nomura Holdings,
Daiwa Securities and Sumitomo Mitsui Financial
Group have said they are planning to move their
main EU bases from London to Frankfurt.

Britain formally said in late March it will with-
draw from the EU following a referendum to
leave that sent shockwaves through the bloc
and upended British politics. According to a sur-
vey conducted by Teikoku Databank in 2016,
nearly 1,400 Japanese companies do business in
Britain. Of the total, 159 firms are in the finance
and insurance sectors, it said. — AFP 

DIXON: Solar tech Joshua Valdez (left) and senior plant manager Tim Wisdom walk past solar
panels at a Pacific Gas and Electric Solar Plant, in Dixon, Calif. Higher energy costs led to prices
at the wholesale level rising in August 2017 at the fastest pace in four months, according to
information released yesterday.—AP

Coal’s problem is not 
climate change: Kemp

British unemployment 
hits new 42-year low

Japan MUFG picks Amsterdam as 
post-Brexit EU base for securities

2009 that the typical household earned more
than it did in 2007, when the recession
began. Trudi Renwick, the bureau’s assistant
division chief, cautioned that the census in
2013 changed how it asks households about
income, making historical comparisons less
than precise. Still, the Census data is closely
watched because of its  comprehensive
nature. It is based on interviews with 70,000
households and includes detailed data on
incomes and poverty across a range of
demographic groups. Elise Gould, a senior
economist at the Economic Policy Institute,
said that adjusting for the change in
methodology, median income still remains
below its 1999 peak. Yet she added that the
census report shows that American house-
holds have made signif icant economic
progress in 2015 and 2016.

“We are definitely pulling ourselves out of
the deep hole of the Great Recession,” Gould
said on a conference call with reporters.
Median household income rose $4,641, or 8.5

percent, from 2014 through 2016. That’s the
best two-year gain on records dating to 1967,
according to analysts at the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities. Yet that improvement
comes after a steep recession and a slow
recovery that left most American households
with barely any income increases. The lack of
meaningful raises has left many people feel-
ing left behind economically, a sentiment that
factored into the 2016 elections. The report
also showed that income inequality worsened
last year, extending a trend in place  for
roughly four decades. Average incomes
among the wealthiest 5 percent climbed 5.5
percent to $375,088. Average incomes for the
poorest one-fifth of households, meanwhile
rose 2.5 percent to $12,943.

Other measures of Americans’ economic
health improved. The poverty rate fell last
year to 12.7 percent from 13.5 percent,
Census said. The number of people living
below the poverty line declined 2.5 million to
40.6 million. — Agencies
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NEW YORK: The S&P and the Dow opened little
changed yesterday, but the Nasdaq Composite
was pulled lower by a 1 percent fall in Apple’s
shares on concerns about the new iPhone X’s
hefty price tag and delayed shipping. A Nov 3
shipping date for the iPhone X, priced at $999,
raised questions about supply constraints ahead
of the holiday season.

The three major Wall Street indexes hit record
highs on Tuesday as the market closed higher for
the second straight day. The indexes have been
hitting record highs this year as they bounce
back from periodic setbacks caused by turmoil
in Washington, questions over US interest rate
hikes, doubts about the Trump administration’s

ability to push through its pro-business reforms,
and lately, tensions over North Korea.

“The slight weakness we’re seeing this morn-
ing is after a two-day rally. The fundamentals
and technicals, however, remain strong,” said
Peter Cardillo, chief market economist at First
Standard Financial in New York.  At 9:37 am ET
(1337 GMT), the Dow Jones Industrial Average
was up 7.76 points, or 0.04 percent, at 22,126.62
and the S&P 500 was down 1.74 points, or 0.07
percent, at 2,494.74. The Nasdaq Composite was
down 13.77 points, or 0.21 percent, at 6,440.51.
“There are concerns over the bull run, which is
on several hope factors. But the list of worries is
still there ... That would dampen the prospect of

a stronger stock market,” Cardillo said. Six of the
11 major S&P sectors were lower, with financials
leading the decliners. The energy index was up
0.65 percent as oil  prices rose after the
International Energy Agency said a global sur-
plus of crude was starting to shrink. Apple’s
shares were down 1.08 percent at $159.17.
Centene rose about 6 percent after the health
insurer said it would buy privately held Fidelis
Care for $3.75 billion.

Western Digital fell more than 3.75 percent
after Toshiba agreed to focus on selling its chips
unit to a group led by Bain Capital and SK Hynix,
but did not rule out a deal with other bidders.

Nordstrom gained 5.8 percent after a source

said the Nordstrom family has selected pri-
vate equity firm Leonard Green & Partners
to help take the high-end retailer private.

Declining issues outnumbered
advancers on the NYSE by 1,266 to 1,195.
On the Nasdaq, 1,308 issues fell and 954
advanced. The pan-European STOXX 600
dipped 0.1 percent as weakness in chip-
makers was compounded by a drop in min-
ers . Chipmakers have been the best-per-
forming among Europe’s tech stocks this
year, accounting for a large chunk of the
sector’s outperformance. AMS shares have
gained 165 percent year-to-date.

“ The economics of the Apple
announcement are interesting because it
will really test this theory that inflation is
going to be weak,” said Mike Bell, global
markets strategist with JP Morgan Asset
Management in London.

“With the iPhone coming in around
$1,000 it will be interesting to see how
healthy demand is. If it’s relatively healthy I
think it shows that there is still quite a lot of
pricing power for US companies and con-
sumers have confidence.” 

Meanwhile, China stocks edged up yes-
terday to hover near 20-month highs as
robust economic growth and hopes of fur-
ther reforms bolster investors’ confidence,
even as regulators tap the brakes on riskier
types of credit. Both the blue-chip CSI300
index and the Shanghai Composite Index
ended up 0.1 percent, at 3,842.61 points
and 3,384.15 points, respectively.
Consumer and real estate firms led the
gains, while banking stocks weakened.
After languishing for nearly two years,
China’s stock market has come alive in
recent months thanks to strong corporate

profit and economic growth, rekindling the
interest of investors burnt by a mid-2015
crash. An index tracking investor confi-
dence rose to 58.6 points, the highest level
since January 2016, as investors were more
optimistic about economic conditions both
at home and abroad, according to the
China Securities Investor Protection Fund.

China’s economy has defied expecta-
tions for a slowdown this year, with early
fears that a debt-crackdown will knock out-
put eclipsed by a sustained construction
boom and resurgence in global growth.
Also supporting the market, margin financ-
ing-money investors borrow from broker-
ages to purchase stocks-has risen in the
past two weeks to the highest level this
year, according to UBS Securities, reflecting
improving risk appetite.

UBS strategist Gao Ting said that
although policymakers remained focused
on reducing financial risks, “the recent
strength of the RMB against the USD points
to lower risk to domestic liquidity from cap-
ital outflow.” Indeed, the yuan’s surge this
year has helped increase foreign purchases
of Chinese equities. Net purchases of main-
land A-shares via the “Stock Connect”
scheme increased for five months in a row
to 27 billion yuan ($4.14 billion) in August,
while foreign holdings under the Qualified
Foreign Institutional Investor (QFII) scheme
jumped 18 percent in the second quarter.

Most Asian stock markets were higher
yesterday after US shares rose on encour-
aging jobs data while worries about North
Korea and twin hurricane disasters eased.
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 rose 0.5 percent to
19,879 points and India’s Sensex was up 0.3
percent at 32,242.41. —Agencies

Apple takes shine off global stocks rally
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KUWAIT: In order to achieve better and
more direct communication with various
segments of Kuwaiti society in all sectors,
Warba Bank, best investment and best
corporate consultancy Bank in Kuwait, is
participating in an “Open - Day” activity
organized by the Public Relations
Department at the State Audit Bureau.

From 10 to 14th September, Warba
Bank professional staff will be at the
Audit Bureau over a period of 5 days to
provide employees and visitors with a
clear idea of Warba Bank’s flexible, cus-
tomized and tailored financing products,

promotions and solutions. They will also
provide a detailed explanation of the lat-
est services and marketing campaigns
launched by Warba Bank, which provide
customers with a lot of benefits and
unlimited features. These will serve as
great attractions for customers being
sharia-compliant.

Warba Bank’s participation in these
activities affirms its commitment to cus-
tomers and all segments of the society by
being present in various institutions and
agencies in the State of Kuwait to intro-
duce its products and services to get clos-

er and to meet all their needs and aspira-
tions. Warba Bank strives to provide its
customers with all new and innovative
products and services to satisfy their
expectations. Warba Bank also endeavors
to provide the best financing solutions
that cover all customers’ needs by collab-
orating with strategic partners for cus-
tomers best interest.

A Kuwait-based Islamic Bank that was
established by virtue of an Emiri Decree.
On April 5, 2010, it was officially regis-
tered in the Islamic banking register of
the Central Bank of Kuwait. 

Warba Bank engages in Open-Day activities in State Audit Bureau

DUBAI: GE has signed a strategic partnership
agreement with Hewlett Packard Enterprise
(HPE) that will bring GE Digital’s breakthrough
digital industrial solutions at scale to the Middle
East, Africa & Turkey. The three-year agreement
with HPE, is the first collaboration of this scale
and scope in the region, and will focus primarily
on cyber security solutions in Operational
Technology, with the potential to move into oth-
er digital solution in the future. 

One of the first solutions this partnership will
focus on is OpShield from GE Digital. OpShield was
created specifically to protect critical infrastructure,
drawing on years of embedded device testing and
assessments of hundreds of industrial facilities. The
solution reduces risk of cyber-related unplanned
downtime; improves asset protection from cyber-
related damage; helps safeguard protected health
information (PHI); reduces risk of damage to repu-
tation and intellectual property theft due to cyber
incidents; and increases customers’ confidence to
connect and optimize assets.

In the first year of the partnership, GE Digital
Cyber Security solutions will be distributed
through the HPE Channel Partner Network
across the MEA &T region, with a particular focus
on the Gulf, Levant, Northern Africa, South
Africa, and Turkey. By using this existing Partner
Network with more than 1,500 partners in the
region today, HPE and GED together will bring
critical digital and cyber security solutions to
industrial controls and infrastructure networks. 

To enable this outreach, the HPE Partner
Ready Program (recognized as the industry’s
number one partner program in EMEA1) will
ensure that more than 340  HPE specialists and
Channel Partner technical and sales resources
will be trained and certified on GE Digital solu-
tions to deliver the solution on HPE storage and
server infrastructure.  In addition, HPE’s own
security capabilities for information technology
infrastructure will complement the solutions
provided by GE for the operational technology
environment. Ali Saleh, Senior Vice President
and Chief Commercial Officer for GE Digital MEA
said, “This partnership will enable our most

important customers and partners in the region
to begin the journey of digital transformation in
a secure environment. HPE has the strongest
partner program among peers to manage a
partnership of this scope and scale, to bolster a
secure digital ecosystem, and reach customers
quickly through an innovative business model.” 

Johannes Koch, Managing Director, Middle
East and Africa for HPE said, “This agreement for
Middle East, Africa & Turkey builds on our global
partnership with GE to help our customers and
partners take advantage of the Industrial
Internet of Things and drive digital transforma-
tion across their business.  The requirement for
security in both information technology and
operational technology environments, and the
need to protect critical infrastructures, makes
this an ideal opportunity for our partners.”

GE Digital and Hewlett Packard Enterprise
have also agreed to discussions around bringing
Predix-based applications to the market. Predix

is the platform for the Industrial Internet of
Things - connecting machines, data, and people
to power the digital industrial companies of the
future. It is the foundation that enables industri-
al businesses to securely collect and analyze
data in real time so they can operate faster,
smarter, and more efficiently. Specifically, GE
Digital and HPE will look at “on premise” Predix-
based applications. Predix is the only platform
that provides connectivity capabilities from
machines, to full premises, and all the way to the
cloud for a complete, integrated view of a com-
pany’s devices, processes, and people.  

GE has introduced its advanced digital capa-
bilities in the Middle East, Africa & Turkey
through several landmark agreements
announced over the last year. With a presence of
over 80 years, GE has more than 20,000 employ-
ees in the region driving the Aviation, Digital,
Healthcare, Oil & Gas, Power and Transportation
businesses.

GE signs $25m partner agreement 

with Hewlett Packard Enterprise 

Deal to offer digital solutions across Middle East, Africa and Turkey

Johannes Koch, Managing Director, Middle East and Africa for HPE with Ali Saleh, Senior Vice
President and Chief Commercial Officer for GE Digital MEA at the signing of the strategic partnership.

Canon’s first Innovation Centre in the Middle East.

KUWAIT: Canon Middle East, in partnership
with Dubai Internet City (DIC), unveiled its
very first Innovation Centre in the Middle
East yesterday in Dubai, the United Arab
Emirates. The Innovation Centre is an
evolved showroom concept, and Canon
has chosen the UAE to develop the centre
to its full potential and establish it as a
model for showrooms of the future.

The Innovation Centre is part of Canon’s
strategy of working closely with its cus-
tomers. It provides businesses and other
entities with a live demonstration of all of
Canon’s latest hardware and software tech-
nologies. Canon’s full range of business solu-
tions are on display and can be tested as
they would in any office or warehouse envi-
ronment. It will also assist in offering a man-
ageable system while assuring cost saving,
added security, and opening new communi-
cations scenarios for end-consumers. 

“This is Canon’s first Innovation Centre in
the region, and Dubai is the ideal city to host
this evolved showroom. The UAE is leading
the drive for technology, innovation and
smart cities, and our Innovation Centre is in
line with the government’s vision,” said
Anurag Agrawal, Managing Director, Canon
Middle East.  “The Innovation Centre is also
designed to inspire our customers and fos-
ter partnerships where we can come togeth-
er with like-minded corporates and entities
to create pioneering solutions that benefit
the larger narrative of the UAE government,”
he added. 

Canon is exploring the changing world of
business and data, and helping customers
address their challenges and improve their
business. The Innovation Centre provides
hardware and software technology as well
as process consultancy, with Canon working
alongside its customers to build the best
solution for their organizations based on
their business priorities. 

Speaking on the successful launch,
Ammar Al-Malik, Executive Director of
Dubai Internet City said, “Canon has been a
trusted partner of Dubai Internet City since
2001. Its investment to set up its first
Innovation Centre in the Middle East
proves that Dubai is the location of choice
for established and emerging innovators.
At Dubai Internet City, we consistently
strive to accelerate and enable innovation,
digitalisation and growth, and the launch
of today’s new centre is a testimony to that
mission. We are glad to welcome Canon to
our thriving ecosystem of partner innova-
tion centres, which play a key role in bring-
ing ideas to life and provide opportunities
for people with diverse backgrounds to
exchange ideas, leverage their respective

strengths and bring new and exciting con-
cepts to market.” 

Projection room
A noteworthy feature of the Innovation

Centre is the Interactive Projection room,
which transforms into a near virtual reality
experience as a result of eight 4D Canon
projectors covering every angle. Another
key aspect of the facility are the Augmented
Reality services, which offer video services
and customisation of communication using
variable data to meet the needs of today’s
changing digital world and communication.
“In today’s evolving economic environment,
we are adapting and growing to support our
customers’ changing needs,” added Agrawal.
“Canon recently commissioned a report
called ‘Office Insights’ to understand how
businesses handle documents. The report
revealed that 70 percent of respondents
believe printing and copying documents are
essential or very important. It also con-
firmed that businesses are turning to digiti-
sation for efficiency. 

“However, one of the most striking find-
ings is the widespread lack of awareness on
how to go about digitisation, or digital
transformation, and the cost associated
with increased printing and scanning.
Canon can help them navigate this part of
their business,” he explained. 

The Innovation Centre has several
mighty machines that can produce large-
scale materials, but some of the most
notable products are significantly smaller.
Document scanners are improving the way
businesses work. Digital documents are
now an essential part of workplace produc-
tivity, and with Canon’s document scan-
ners, business can completely transform
their systems to support a secure digital
space for their documents. Through digiti-
sation, businesses can significantly cut
costs and have easy access to any file with-
in seconds. “In line with our corporate phi-
losophy of ‘Kyosei’, our strategy has always
been to drive sustainable growth and
strengthen our core business by being a
partner that helps solve the challenges of
our customers. With Canon’s expertise and
product solutions, we are the right partner
to manage these essential business ele-
ments cost-effectively, especially if these
are related to improving in-house docu-
ment processing and implementing secure
digitization,” Agrawal added.

The Canon Innovation Centre is located
on Sheikh Zayed Road for easy access to
businesses interested in incorporating
Canon’s business solutions into their
organizations. 

Dubai home to Canon’s first 

Innovation Centre regionally

Burgan Bank customers to 

get 15% discount at Hala 

Hummus Restaurant
KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing commit-
ment to enhancing customers’ every day
experience, Burgan Bank is pleased to
announce its latest offer, bringing distinct
advantages to its Customers. The new deal
provides a 15 percent discount on dining at
popular Arabic restaurant, Hala Hummus. 

Located at the prestigious Crystal Tower
in Kuwait City, the up-and-coming restau-

rant specializes in hummus dishes and dips,
also serving a great variety of breakfast
items along with fresh and savory wraps,
and varied salads. 

To avail of the new offer, Burgan Bank
customers can dine in and pay their bills
using any of Burgan Bank debit or credit
cards to enjoy the 15 percent discount on
all menu items. 

KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain
Company (AABC), the sole authorized dealer of
Nissan vehicles in the State of Kuwait, has
revealed a competitive offer on the Nissan Patrol
equipped with 400 HP. Now you can own the
“Hero of all terrain” - that starts from KD 16,750
or get the special ‘Peace of Mind’ package which
includes complimentary 3-years of free service,
one-year comprehensive insurance and 3rd par-
ty insurance, body protection, window tinting
and free traffic registration.

Backed by a proven legacy as one of the most
reliable, rugged and versatile 4X4s available, the
Nissan Patrol V8 is equipped with an immense
400 HP engine with 560Nm of torque, direct
injection gasoline to give the driver all the pow-
er. The V8 is furnished with a luxurious interior of
tan leather, wooden panel and chrome trims to
convey a premium comfort that caters to the
unique tastes of its customers.

A classic drive for families, the V8 is integrat-
ed with superior levels of styling, and cutting
edge technology that boasts a multi system
entertainment DVD screen featuring home LCD
quality in-vehicle with the 7-inch WVGA moni-
tors for 2nd row passengers along with the 8-
inch class-leading navigation system. Followed
by a 13-speaker sleek Bose sound system that

includes 2 subwoofers, speed-sensitive volume
control and an 8-inch LCD color screen that
comes with a multi-function drive computer.

Incorporating dynamic safety mechanisms
for a peaceful driving experience, Nissan Patrol
now comes with a V6 engine. Leading its catego-
ry the Patrol V6 engine has been tested on the
toughest weather conditions to match our
region’s climate. 

Recognized as the ‘Hero of all terrains’, the
Nissan Patrol family is considered a remarkable
vehicle, winning over 26 awards since 2014 and
making it the most awarded SUV in the region.

Nissan Al-Babtain invites customers to visit its
showrooms located in Al-Rai and Ahmadi to
seize the opportunity and explore the exclusive
deals. Al-Babtain Group was founded in 1948 to
present a model of honesty, integrity and total
dedication and to gain bright reputation in
Kuwait and the Middle East area.  

Today, Al-Babtain Group has licensing rights
for some of the world’s leading brands stretch-
ing the globe from the USA to the Far East.  For
more than 60 years Al-Babtain Group has experi-
enced continued success, and large measure of
this success came from the Group’s advanced
flexible management style and long term vision.
These astounding results were achieved due to a

versatile strategic formula focusing on growth
amongst its sphere of activities; including auto-
motive, technology, investment, information,
industrial and Finance. 

The automotive sector is the main structure
of the Al-Babtain Group’s business, which owns
some of the best-selling and demanded brands
in Kuwait, in addition to heavy equipment.

Nissan Patrol 400 HP competitive offer 

HAVANA: Cuba’s cash-strapped economy has suf-
fered this year from a decline in aid from its chief
ally Venezuela, lower exports and a brake on mar-
ket reforms. And then came Hurricane Irma. 

The strongest storm to strike Cuba in more than
80 years ravaged infrastructure throughout the
country, collapsing the power grid and damaging
crops after it slammed ashore late Friday. In the
keys along the northern coast, it battered beach
resorts popular with foreign tourists and knocked
out the airport they use. The cost of rebuilding as
well as the lost revenues from tourism and agricul-
ture, sectors that had helped offset some of the
economy’s weaknesses, are heavy blows as the
Communist nation strives to pay overseas creditors
and suppliers.

“The probability that the economy stays in
recession are now much greater,” said former
Cuban central bank economist Pavel Vidal, now a
professor at Universidad Javeriana Cali in
Colombia, of chances for a second straight full-year
contraction in 2017.

“With the impact on installations in the keys
and on the country ’s general infrastructure,
tourism will lose dynamism.” A tourism boom in
Cuba over the past few years sparked by warming
relations with the West has helped sustain the
economy.  Cuba is still laboring under a 57-year US
trade embargo and suffering from a steep decline
in subsidized oil from its crisis-stricken Socialist ally

Venezuela. Official data - which gives heavy
weighting to Cuba’s universal free healthcare and
education - shows hotels and restaurants account
for just 4.4 percent of the roughly $90 billion-a-year
economy, but they are a vital earner of hard curren-
cy. A 23 percent rise in foreign visitors to Cuba
helped the economy return to growth in the first
half of 2017, the government said, after it tipped
into recession in 2016. The outlook has darkened in
the second half of the year. 

First US President Donald Trump said he was
tightening restrictions on Americans traveling to
Cuba. Then the Cuban government said last month
it would not hand out new licenses for much of the
private sector until it had “perfected” its function-
ing. Then Irma arrived, grazing along the island’s
coast from east to west. Packing sustained winds of
more than 157 miles (253 km) per hour, it pum-
meled the northern keys, though it left the biggest
beach resort area of Varadero mostly intact.  The
keys - whose pristine beaches are home to around
a quarter of Cuba’s four- and five-star hotels - are
now littered with felled trees and lamp posts, ani-
mal corpses and shredded furniture, according to
state-run media.

Irma also destroyed much of the area’s single-
runway airport, which receives more than 485,000
passengers a year. President Raul Castro vowed on
Monday that tourism infrastructure would be fixed
before the start of the winter high season at year-

end. Eric Peyre, a representative at French hotel
company Accor SA which runs the Cuba-owned
Pullman hotel in Cayo Coco, said that damage
would be covered by insurance and he expected
90 percent of what the hotel needs would be in
place by mid-December. 

“As long as you have the main kitchen and the
main restaurant and rooms (ready), you can nor-
mally welcome guests,” he told Reuters. “The tennis
court and things like that, that can come after.”
Still, hotels in the keys face revenue loss for the
months that tour package operators sent their
clients elsewhere and it could prove tricky to
rebuild the area’s reputation. Damage in the agri-
cultural sector will both weigh on state finances as
well as tighten food supply in the short term.
Fuller reservoirs due to Irma’s torrential rains could
in the long run prove advantageous after a severe
drought. Some 300,000 hectares (740,000 acres) of
sugarcane - an area roughly twice the size of
Houston - were affected to different degrees, the
state sugar monopoly said. 

Forty percent of mills were damaged in the
industry that remains one of Cuba’s most impor-
tant in terms of employment and export earnings.
Even though Cuba had rushed to harvest what it
could before Irma hit, other crops such as platano
and rice had also reportedly been affected, said
Laura Melo, the Cuba representative for the United
Nations’ World Food Program. — Reuters

Hurricane Irma devastates 

struggling Cuban economy
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By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: On the sidelines of the largest prod-
uct launch by Xerox in Kuwait, Kuwait Times
interviewed Pui Chi Li, head of Marketing for
the Middle East and Africa region of Xerox’s
Developing Markets Operations, on Tuesday at
Jumeirah Beach Hotel. 

Answering queries, Li explained that the
company built a leading a workplace revolu-
tion where it launched 29 ConnectKey enabled
printers and multifunction devices with simple
and secure on-the-go capabilities, cloud con-
nectivity, access to productivity boosting fea-
tures and apps. “The event today is part of an
international roadshow, where we have
launching events in many countries and
Kuwait is our first stop in the Middle East,” she
said. The aim of the roadshow is to engage
with the customers and help them familiar
with the new offerings and new products.

Li pointed out, “Xerox is going to launch 29
ConnectKey in the market; it is very significant
for us. The latest technology will be demon-
strated in the event to show people how it
works.”   “The process of getting a work done

has moved from the desktop to your pocket.
We have built a portfolio of true workplace
assistants tightly connected to the mobile and
cloud technology environment that accommo-
dates this evolution. Information flows easily
from the device to cloud repositories like
Dropbox, Office 365 or Google Drive. Mobile
workers can print wirelessly from any comput-
ing device,” she explained.

The new ConnectKey portfolio transforms

traditional printing devices into smart, con-
nects workplace assistants that reflect the
evolving needs of today’s businesses.
Personalized workflows, one-touch access to
the cloud and multi-layered security features
are the new print, copy and fax technology. 

Li told Kuwait Times that the new products
can be controlled by many users via a touch-
screen that comes with many languages and
can be customized automatically by the need
of the workplace or the person at work.  “The
new printer has the capability to translate and
that can be edited and printed by an app in
smart devices. The multi-touch experience now
finds its way to the printer or multifunction
printer you’ll depend on to get work done
quickly and easily. Download apps directly
from the Xerox App Gallery, and customize
your interface to keep the apps you use most
front and centre, “ Li added. She affirmed that
security is a top priority for every business and
with Xerox everyone can work without worries,
where the four-point approach to security
ensures comprehensive and all-encompassing
protection for all system components and
points of vulnerability. It offers protection from

unauthorized access to devices; keeps confi-
dential communications and information safe
with encryption and image overwrite; audits
device access attempts and protects both data
and device from malicious intent.

Li said, “According to statistics, there is a
high demand for smart devices in Kuwait mar-
ket,  making a good opportunity to run this

kind of campaign.  We have been working
with Al-Ghanim for more than 14 years now.
And we will continue to work with Al-Ghanem
and all these new products are available in
their showrooms,” she said. Twelve roadshow
events will be held in the Middle East and
Africa region and 25 internationally. Its next
stopover is Dubai.

Xerox launches 29 ConnectKey 

enabled printers in Kuwait

Xerox delivers new technology with its ConnectKey printers and transform the work-
place. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Pui Chi Li

By Ben Garcia and Agencies 

SHANGHAI-CHINA/KUWAIT: The biggest
conference of the year ‘HUAWEI CONNECT
2017’ organized by Huawei, a China based-
giant global information and communications
technology (ICT) solutions provider, has cap-
tured the attention of international high tech-
savvy people, including many companies as
they successively trumpeted several huge
announcements during three-day event. Held
at the New International Expo Centre in
Shanghai, the international attracted around
27,000 people from various part/provinces of
China including Beijing and from various
countries around the world. According to
Huawei, attendees included mainly profes-
sionals, leaders and analysts who are all hun-
gry of many technological advancements/
innovations, including the Huawei vision to
building one of the five global clouds to pow-
er the future of business. 

With a commitment of spending $500 mil-
lion in the next five years to support digital
transformations around the world, Huawei’s
enterprise service strategy is focused towards
positioning Huawei as an industry cloud
enabler across diverse industries.

“Cloud is the most needed technology for
governments and enterprises,” said  rotating
CEO, Guo Ping, Huawei. “Huawei is very com-
mitted to building a cloud platform to support
customer business needs and innovation. Our
business model is not to monetize user data.
We do not develop applications or touch the
data in our public clouds. We provide tech-
nologies and services to help users monetize
their data,” he added.

Digitization strategy
At the event, Huawei launched

“Connection+Cloud”, the dual drivers of its
digitization strategy and enterprise network
solutions for smart connection of everything.
The strategy and solutions help enterprises
accelerate their transformation to the cloud by
providing comprehensive network connec-
tions, and network management that is more
intelligent in all scenarios, such as access,
WAN, data center, and interconnection.

The company also took the opportunity to
release six new innovations into the market,
discussing solutions designed to help enter-
prises with digital transformation. They includ-
ed innovations in hardware, software, data,
connection, architecture, and hybrid cloud.

The major focus was on the Huawei Cloud,
which the company described as the corner-
stone of the intelligent world. Huawei believes
that with the development of technologies,
societies are experiencing a tangible Matthew
Effect when it comes to innovation. Because of
this, clouds around the world will begin to
converge, becoming more and more central-
ized. The result will be a small collection of
global clouds, powered by the biggest compa-
nies on the planet. Huawei is committed to
developing one of those clouds with a num-
ber of partners.

“Increasingly, innovation will take place in
the cloud,” said Joy Huang, Vice President of
Huawei’s IT Product Line. “Huawei Cloud is
committed to being an enabler of the intelli-
gent world, delivering continuous innovations

of technologies and capabilities that help cus-
tomers succeed in their digital transformation.”
Huawei also released the new-generation
intelligent cloud hardware platform - Atlas.
Positioned for scenarios such as public cloud,
artificial intelligence (AI), and high-perfor-
mance computing (HPC), Atlas rides on the
advantages of key technologies. The suite
includes heterogeneous resource pooling and
intelligent orchestration to deliver new levels
of hardware resource utilization and adapt
more flexibly to service demands. As the result
of Huawei’s Boundless Computing strategy,
the Atlas platform makes Huawei well posi-
tioned to steer the infrastructure resource
pool revolution.

Huawei enterprise network products and
solutions have been widely used in more than
100 countries and regions around the world
and are accelerating enterprises’ digital trans-
formation based on Smart Connection of
Everything. To date, 197 of the Fortune Global
500 companies, and 45 of the top 100 enter-
prises have chosen Huawei as their partner for
digital transformation.

Huawei revealed its latest enterprise serv-
ice strategy designed to support companies
undergoing cloud transformation. Huawei is
committed to becoming an industry cloud
enabler and a strategic partner to customers
across diverse industries by investing $500
million in the development of cloud-based
professional services, a cloud platform and
cloud ecosystem. This will provide customers
with end-to-end cloud transformation service
solutions enabling them to build, use, and
manage their cloud platforms effectively.

Smart services for enterprise
cloud transformation

Sun Maolu, President of Technical Service
Department for Huawei Enterprise Business
Group, said: “With the emergence of a ‘Cloud
Only’ era, Huawei is adopting a long term
cloud transformation service strategy to sup-
port our enterprise customers in their journey
to the cloud. Our services strategy centers on
the concept of ‘Grow with the Cloud’ and
becoming an industry cloud enabler. More
specifically, Huawei’s enterprise services will
focus on four key areas including cloud inno-
vation, creating a digital platform, supporting
smart operations and enabling businesses.

To drive this strategy forward, Huawei will
continue to increase its investment in the

development of service solutions and Global
Service Centers (GSC), as well as tools, plat-
forms and verification labs for professional
services. In the next five years, we will also
focus on research and development of indus-
try clouds, increasing our annual investment
by more than 50 percent. In addition, to meet
enterprise demand for ICT talent in the cloud
era, Huawei will provide a new certification
scheme to train ICT architects, ICT developers
and industry-specific ICT experts. By 2021, it is
estimated that more than 150,000 cloud and
industry-specific ICT professionals will have
been certified by Huawei.”

End-to-end industry cloud 
transformation solutions

As enterprises embrace cloud transforma-
tion, they will face a new set of challenges
across strategy, planning, requirement analy-
sis, business integration, application system
evaluation, technology selection, roadmap
design, deployment, operations & mainte-
nance (O&M) management, and information
security.

According to Xu Jingbin, Director of IT
Technical Service Department for Huawei
Enterprise Business Group: “With a track record
of industry cloud solution delivery, Huawei
works closely with our partners to develop
end-to-end industry cloud transformation
services that cover consulting, assessment,
planning and design, migration, disaster
recovery (DR), security, and O&M. As business
continuity is critical during complex cloud
migration, Huawei provides a sophisticated
migration process with 4 stages and 17 steps,
and professional migration tools developed
in-house, which have helped more than 1,000
customers migrate their businesses to the
cloud smoothly and efficiently.”

Artificial intelligence
On the sidelines, Kuwait Times also spoke

to several Huawei senior officials including
Alaa Elshimy, managing director of Huawei’s
Enterprise Business Group in the Middle East
region in which he explained some of the
innovations/advancements they unveiled dur-
ing the conference. “We are happy in our sev-
eral big announcements in the conference; we
are now recognized as one of the top five big
cloud players globally in the coming 3-5 years;
the second one is incorporating artificial intel-
ligence (in smart cities) in the enterprise seg-

ments; some of them are appearing in robots.
For example, in the coming years, shopping
trolley will not be pushed by human shoppers
any more. The trolley will follow the shopper
instead. The trolley can be commanded as
well; and while the trolley is moving around, it
has the capacity to stop or go whenever
humans or anything is about to block his way.
Those are just examples of artificial intelli-
gence that will be in the market pretty soon,”
Elshimy said.

He said the products are ready but they are
now in the process of finalizing how and what
applications could be used for these products.
“Self-driven cars are already there, they are
launched, it is in the testing process, and they
are improving it, and to improve, they are
using Huawei technology. So the applications
are being studied to make the product avail-
able to the masses. We are working with sever-
al companies in manufacturing cars so that
self-driven car will be ready soon,” he added. 

Asked if the technology advancement now
should be blamed for lack of jobs for people. “I
don’t think so. Centuries ago, they invented
electricity and the light bulb, they said, it’s
bad; now, they are the most important inven-
tion ever. So I believed the same, this time,
technology is blamed but time comes it will
be understood,” he explained.   

Elshimy said that challenges facing now is
the affordability and priorities but for the com-
petency and manpower issues, the region is so
rich. “We should really pay attention to the
technology being offered today,” he said. 

Biggest market
While the biggest market of Huawei is still

the home-country China, the second biggest
market of Huawei is the European region fol-
lowed by the Middle East. “If we look at the
other players, they are not rated well and
some of them are closing down especially in
the SMB segments. It is mainly because the
shift of users. Before we sell and use hardware
but nowadays, it was completely reversed to
software; we are focusing in all; in the cloud
area we have a complete portfolio for the sec-
ond year in a row. We are ahead of Apple now,”
he said.

Success story
Joe Kelly, Huawei Senior Technology

Spokesperson treated the Middle East media
group with the success story and growth of

Huawei during a visit to its headquarters in
Shenzhen-China. He said the continued rise of
Huawei can be attributed to the entire team of
company’s 180,000 people who are collabora-
tively working hard to share their experi-
ences/expertise for the company’s continued
growth and success. “We increased our invest-
ment in the Research and Development
department (R & D) last year to$16 billion.  In
2016, Huawei’s revenue grew by $75.1 billion,”
he said.  The media group had also the privi-
lege of visiting the OpenLab at its headquar-
ters in Shenzhen. Huawei launched a new,
integrated partner program that will include
all of the company’s global solution partners.
To facilitate this, in 2017, Huawei is investing
$250 million in partner programs, including
$70 million in co-marketing. The new Huawei
Solution Partner Program incorporates inde-
pendent software vendors, independent hard-
ware vendors, systems integrators, and con-
sulting partners. 

The number of Huawei OpenLabs, innova-
tive spaces in which Huawei and partners can
collaborate and test new solutions, has grown
from five to 16. By 2020, there will be 24
OpenLabs. Additionally, over 100 solutions
have been released by Huawei Solution
Partners, and are now available in the Huawei
Marketplace. The new program announced
will bring together all solution partners previ-
ously working with Huawei in separate pro-
grams run by its Enterprise Business Group,
Carrier Business Group, and the Products and
Solutions unit.

Pipe strategy
Huawei follows a ‘pipe strategy’ in which

the company focuses on the flow of data -
transmission, storage, distribution, and dis-
play. Huawei builds business-driven ICT infra-
structure; at the same time, it works with a
trusted ecosystem of solution partners who
make innovative use of the infrastructure. To
support this ecosystem, Huawei remains com-
mitted to investing in partner enablement,
training, and go-to-market success.  

HUAWEI CONNECT 2017 is all about plat-
forms and ecosystems, focusing on practical
application and hands-on experience. This
year’s event brings together members of the
vast global ICT ecosystem in an interactive
exhibition hall over 20,000 square meters in
area, 30 percent larger than last year. Over 60
sponsors, 10 industry organizations, and 130
joint solution partners are participating in the
exhibition, and around 1,000 partners have
joined Huawei at the event. Major partners in
attendance include SAP, Accenture, China soft
International, HGST, Intel, Microsoft, Centerm,
and Infosys. They will jointly showcase their
latest progress and best practices in ICT tech-
nology, and participate in a broad range of
activities during the event, including keynotes,
booth exhibitions, sponsor events, and techni-
cal sessions.

HUAWEI CONNECT 2017, Huawei’s flagship
event for the global ICT industry, is held at
the Shanghai New International Exhibition
Centre from September 5-7. The theme is
Grow with the Cloud. Huawei will be explor-
ing how to realize new growth through digi-
tal transformation together with its cus-
tomers and partners at this global platform
for open collaboration.  

‘Cloud’ is the future and power of businesses 
‘Huawei Connect 2017’ captures attention of high tech-savvy people

Alaa Elshimy Joe Kelly Guo Ping



LONDON: Proposed United States budget cuts
could put in jeopardy great progress in reduc-
ing global poverty and disease and lead to 5
million more deaths from AIDS alone, the phi-
lanthropist Bill Gates warned yesterday. Gates,
whose Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is a
major provider of global health and develop-
ment funding, said there was currently “more
doubt than usual about the world’s commit-
ment to development”. 

A global health report by the foundation,
co-authored by the Gates and the Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation at the University
of Washington (IHME),  analyzed progress
against diseases such as malaria, HIV/AIDS and
tuberculosis. It also tracked rates of poverty,
maternal and infant death, access to contracep-

tion, sanitation and other development issues.
Forecasting good and bad future scenarios, it
found millions of lives hanging in the balance.

In a telephone briefing about the findings,
Gates,  the co-founder of  Microsoft
Corporation, said remarkable progress had
been made in recent decades but that shifting
priorities, instability and potential budget cuts
could lead the world to turn away, jeopardiz-
ing the gains.  HIV, which currently infects
almost 37 million people worldwide, is an
“iconic example”, Gates said, “because the
world really did step up with an incredible lev-
el of generosity which has meant (annual)
AIDS-related deaths have fallen by almost a
half since the peak in 2005.” The Gates IHME
analysis, called the Goalkeepers report, fore-

cast that a 10 percent cut in global donor
funding for HIV treatment could mean more
than 5 million extra deaths by 2030.

Under budget proposals from US President
Donald Trump released in May, US funding for
global health programs including efforts on
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria would see
a 24 percent cut to about $6.5 billion for 2018.
But opposit ion Democrats and many of
Trump’s fellow Republicans have blasted his
plan, saying they will reject it.  Congress, not
the administration, controls US spending.
Gates said his foundation is working hard to
secure continued US government funding for
global health and development and remained
hopeful  the proposed cuts wil l  not be
approved. —Reuters
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GENEVA: The cholera epidemic tearing
through Yemen, exacerbating the already dire
humanitarian situation in the war-ravaged
country, could impact 850,000 people by the
end of the year, the Red Cross warned yester-
day. The outbreak “has reached colossal propor-
tions,” said Robert Mardini, the International
Committee of the Red Cross’s Near and Middle
East director. The collapse of Yemen’s infrastruc-
ture after more than two years of war between
the Saudi-backed government and Shiite rebels
who control the capital Sanaa has allowed the

country ’s cholera epidemic to swell to the
largest in the world.

The speed at which cholera is spreading in
Yemen has slowed some in recent months, but
the deadly waterborne disease is far from con-
tained. “In July we said we feared it would reach
600,000 cases by the end of the year. Now we
have reached 647,000 suspected cases already,”
Mardini said. “We are now projecting in the
worst-case scenario to reach 850,000 by the end
of the year,” he said, stressing that “it is not
under control. It is not contained.”

The World Health Organization said earlier
this week that 2,065 people had so far perished
from the disease. “The pace was slowing down a
bit, but over the past week it went up again,”
Mardini said, pointing out that there are still
around 4,700 suspected cases being registered
in the country every day. The numbers are all
the more tragic in light of the fact that cholera is
usually an easily preventable disease. “It is the
worst health crisis for a preventable disease in
modern times,” Mardini told a conference on the
sidelines of the UN Human Rights Council.

WHO has warned that the disease has spread
rapidly due to deteriorating hygiene and sanita-
tion conditions, with millions of people cut off
from clean water across the country. Less than
half of health facilities in the country are func-
tioning, many health workers have not received
salaries for nearly a year, and less than 30 per-
cent of the medicines needed in Yemen are
reaching the country, Mardini said. More than
8,400 people, including civilians and combat-
ants, are believed to have died in Yemen’s civil
war, according to UN estimates. — AFP 

Cholera cases could hit 850,000 in Yemen

Progress on global poverty

and disease at risk: Gates 
Funding cuts could lead to millions of deaths

PARIS: Not a single country, out of nearly 200
reviewed, was on track to meet the UN target of
eliminating new tuberculosis infections by 2030,
according to a global health review published
yesterday. At the same time, less than five per-
cent of countries were likely to reach the UN goal
of reducing suicides, road deaths and child obe-
sity by that date, and only seven percent would
likely eliminate new HIV infections.  Overall, only
a fifth of 37 health-related targets set under the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
adopted in 2015, are likely to be met, said the
review carried by The Lancet medical journal. “A
number of targets remained out of reach for
most countries,” the authors wrote.

Under the review, funded by the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, more than 2,500
researchers from around the world scored the
health progress of 188 countries, and projected
their trajectory to 2030.The projections “under-
score the need for dramatic, if not unprecedent-
ed, acceleration of progress to improve health
outcomes, reduce risk exposure, and expand
essential health services for all countries,” the
authors said.  They team found “considerable
inequality” between projections for rich and
poor countries.

High-income countries were forecast to meet
38 percent of the UN’s health-related targets,
compared to three percent for low-income
states. They also were not dealing with the same
problems. Poor countries fared poorly on mater-
nal mortality, child stunting, malaria and environ-
mental risks that affected rich nations less. But
when it comes to lifestyle problems, many high-
income countries, including the United States,

fared poorly on measures for suicide, alcohol
abuse and homicide.

China improving, US not 
Looking to the future, the review said efforts

to eradicate malaria and reduce deaths of infants
and pregnant women were among the most
promising, with more than 60 percent of coun-
tries projected to meet UN goals for all three.
“On the basis of current trends, Kazakhstan,
Timor-Leste, Angola, Nigeria and Swaziland were

projected to have the largest overall improve-
ments,” the team said in a statement. 

This was driven by cuts in child mortality and
better access to health care, family planning and
birth assistance. Countries expected to lose
ground-considering trends for child obesity and
alcohol abuse-included Sri Lanka, Venezuela,
Serbia and Ukraine. The report named China and
Cambodia among middle- and low-income
countries deserving of “recognition for improv-
ing their citizens’ lives”.  — AFP 

World lags badly on targets 

to slash TB, HIV and obesity

WASHINGTON: Don’t forget about your
teeth when you start considering 2018
insurance needs later this fall. The annual
sign-up window for many types of health
insurance also is a good time to think about
dental coverage. Many employers offer a
chance to sign up for it during their open
enrollment period for benefits. Dental pro-
tection also can be purchased with private
Medicare Advantage coverage or through
the Affordable Care Act’s public market-
places.  There’s a big market for it. About 74
million Americans have no dental coverage,
according to the National Association of
Dental Plans. That’s around 23 percent of
the population, or more than double the
percentage that lacks health insurance. Here
are some things to consider when shopping
for dental plans.

People lack dental coverage
The main reason is limits on government

health programs. Medicare provides health
coverage for people who turn 65, but the
federal program offers no dental option
unless you buy it through privately-run
Medicare Advantage plans. Likewise, dental
coverage is spotty for adults in Medicaid,
the federal-state health insurance program
for the poor.  Shoppers also cannot use tax
credits to help pay for most adult dental
coverage sold on the ACA’s marketplaces or
exchanges.

What should I expect?
You won’t have to pay for preventive care

like teeth cleanings. Your insurer also will
grab the bill for the occasional X-ray.
Coverage tends to shrink from there. Basic
work like cavity fillings might come with co-
insurance, which requires you to pay a cer-
tain percentage of the bill. That co-insurance
may be as high as 50 percent for major work
like crowns or dentures.  Many plans also

pay only $1,500 or less annually for care per
person. After that, the customer has to pick
up the rest of the cost. Coverage for a kid’s
braces also may be limited to a maximum
lifetime payment of $1,000 per person,
depending on the plan.

Why are there limits?
Dental coverage is designed to encour-

age people to get regular care that keeps
tooth decay and other costly problems
from developing. “The idea is you pay more
out of pocket if you let things go south,”
said Evelyn Ireland, executive director of
the National Association of Dental Plans.  If
the insurer covered more, then premiums
would rise, and that might dissuade people
from getting regular dental checkups,
Ireland said. The dental plans association
estimates that more than 90 percent of
patients do not hit their plan’s annual maxi-
mum. However, research suggests that
some people start avoiding care before
they reach their plan’s limits due to the
costs they face even with coverage, said
Marko Vujicic, chief economist for the
American Dental Association’s Health
Policy Institute.

Should I bother buying coverage?
The answer can depend on whether you

expect to need more than basic care and if
your dentist offers a discount program.
Patients can use tax-advantaged health sav-
ings or flexible spending accounts to cover
dental bills. Consider how your projected
expenses compare with the monthly premi-
um you’d pay for coverage and whether you
have the resources to handle an unexpected
bill of $1,000 or more. Monthly premiums
can top $50 for a family plan, which is much
less than a typical health premium. Your
employer likely will pay some of that for any
plan purchased through work. — AP 

Chew on this: Dental coverage 

gives protection within limits

SOUTH BEND, Indiana: In this file photo, Dr Sheena Zent replaces a filling for a
patient in South Bend, Ind. —AP 

AGARTALA: This file photo shows an Indian tuberculosis patient posing as he sits in a bed at a
government hospital in Agartala on World Tuberculosis Day. —AFP
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Success is no accident. It is hard work,
perseverance, learning, studying,
sacrifice and most of all, passion for

excellence. This dictum is true about T
Premkumar, one of the most successful
CBSE principals in the Middle East. His
immense contribution to the field of edu-
cation has now earned him the most cov-
eted ‘CBSE Teachers’ Award 2016’ institut-
ed by the CBSE to acknowledge the out-
standing efforts of the great educators. 

The Award Ceremony
The CBSE award ceremony was held

on September 11, 2017 in Delhi in the
presence of newly appointed CBSE
Chairperson Anita Karwal IAS, Member
Secretary NCTE Sanjay Awasthi, Director
NCERT Dr Hrushikesh Senapaty, Secretary
of CBSE Anurag Tripathi and several other
distinguished dignitaries from the MHRD,
representatives of NVS, KVS and
Government schools. The only awardee
from abroad.  

The Minister of State for Human
Resource Development (HRD),
Government of India, Upendra Kushwaha
felicitated the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) teachers for
their contribution to the field of educa-
tion. Thirty-Three teachers from across
the country and abroad were conferred
CBSE award for their innovations in class-
room teaching for the year 2016-17. The
selection of the awardees is based on the
academic efficiency and improvement,
interest, reputation in the community,
perseverance, and commitment towards
education, said a statement from CBSE.
Premkumar stands tall  among the
awardees as he was the only awardee
from abroad.  

The minister congratulated all the
awardees and said that their contribution
in nation building and liberating genera-
tions is unparalleled. “ The Board is
pleased to present the annual CBSE
teachers awards 2016-17 to reward those
teachers who go beyond their call of
duty to inspire students to greater
heights, have accomplished milestones
in their profession and contributed in
uplifting the overall performance of their
respective institutions,” said Anita Karwal
Chairperson, CBSE. 

Humility meets excellence
Premkumar is an educator par excel-

lence. He has painstakingly yet passion-
ately   designed the career of his students
for accomplishment.  He chiseled them
for success and endowed them with the
seeds of greatness. He is indeed a prized

blend of humility and excellence. A
young Premkumar grew up in Tamil
Nadu. He attended Kendriya Vidyalayas
across the nation and graduated from KV
Kalpakkam. He brought laurels to the
institution by being the athletic champi-
on of the school. The title ‘Athletic
Champion’ followed him to the neighbor-
ing state Karnataka as well. “Education is
the key to success in life, and teachers
make a lasting impact in the lives of their
students”, said Premkumar. He attributes
his love for science to his teachers in the
Kendriya Vidyala who instilled scientific
temper in him. He smilingly added.
“Success is a science; if you have the con-
ditions, you get the result.” The great
teacher-trainer became eloquent when
he reminisced about his student days.
“My teachers had a profound impact on
me. I made up my mind to follow their
footprints despite my family’s wish.”, said
the veteran educator basking in the glory
of his notable achievement.  

Premkumar began his career as a
research assistant at the Indira Gandhi
Atomic Research Centre, Chennai. His
diligence enabled him to work on ‘the
extraction of uranium in spent fuels’ at
the Tarapur Nuclear Reactor, Mumbai,
India.  However, he forsook the well-paid
government job to follow his heart and
to become a teacher. He found little hap-
piness in dealing with exanimate chemi-

cal elements and decided to pursue his
dream. Without a pinch of regret, he
resigned the lucrative job and embraced
pedagogy wholeheartedly. The newly
recruited middle school teacher rose to
the rank of a senior PGT within no time
and in due course of time, he was pro-
moted to the position of the Head of the
Faculty, Department of Chemistry follow-
ing his ascension to the position of the
vice principal of the higher secondary
section of one of the largest coeduca-
tional school in the Gulf region - Indian
School, Muscat. The enthusiasm for the
progress of the school and utmost dedi-
cation were rewarded fittingly.
Premkumar was unanimously chosen to
lead the Indian School Al-Seeb in Muscat.
It is indeed a matter of pride for this awe-
inspiring educator that he was the only
homegrown administrator of ISM till
date.  His contribution to the field of pri-
vate education in Muscat, Oman earned
him a letter of commendation from
Simmon’s College, Boston, USA. A matter
of great pride indeed for the entire Indian
diaspora in the Middle East!

He was entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of the then budding Al-Seeb School in
Muscat by the management. He took
charge of the school as the Principal and
helped the school become one of the
best schools in Oman today. His love for
sports never ceased. On the other hand,

his love for sports and games reached its
pinnacle during his tenure in the Indian
School, Muscat. He represented Indian
Schools in Oman Cricket League and
played in the Division level. He was also
the founding member of Vigyan Bharati
(Science India Forum) and remains as the
educational advisor

Premkumar also served the CBSE
Muscat Chapter as the Educational advis-
er. He was nominated as the convener of
the Oman Chapter for two years consecu-
tively. Another feather in his cap was
when he was chosen by the Indian
school board of governors as their trainer
for the subject Chemistry for all the
teachers of Chemistry in Muscat. “I pay
tribute to the five principals in Oman
with whom I worked. They taught me the
various attributes to be a successful
teacher and an efficient administrator,”
said Premkumar. 

A major milestone in the career of
Premkumar was his decision to be a part
of the renowned Bhavans group of
Institutions in the Middle East. He joined
Indian Educational School in 2010 as the
principal of the flagship school owned by
the Abu Dhabi based Bhavans Middle
East which runs nearly a dozen premium
schools across the Middle East. One of his
early ventures in Kuwait was to establish
Science India Forum (SIF) or Vigyan
Bharati in the soil of Kuwait.  Under his

guidance, Bhavans Kuwait rose to the
first position within a very short span of
time. The formerly academic centered
institution established itself as a center of
multidimensional learning shortly.
Bhavans Kuwait since then marched
ahead towards perfection through the
shimmering light of resounding success
under his able leadership. 

No stone was left unturned in his pur-
suit of perfection. Bhavans Kuwait found
itself as the ‘Gulf Topper School, Center for
CBSE Math Olympiad, and many more. He
was appointed as the CBSE Counselor by
the CBSE. He garnered many more acco-
lades and memorable recognition to his
credit. Bhavans Kuwait also won plaudits
in the field of sports. 

Clusters to Nationals have seen
Bhavans flag fluttering higher and higher
in the skies of sports and games. Bhavans
nearly monopolized all the literary and
language events in Kuwait. Balakalamela
championship, Xpression Championship,
St.Berchaman’s Extempore Speech
Competition and what not? Bhavanites
have even left their footprints in Slovenia
where they have proved their might and
mettle in the International Debate
Contest. The educational visionary of our
times - N K Ramachandran Menon (The
Chairman, Bhavans Middle East, Abu
Dhabi) is the guiding spirit behind
Premkumar. 

Premkumar gratefully acknowledges
his invaluable guidance in transforming
Bhavans Kuwait into a school with a
vision and a mission for the global learn-
ers of the 21st century. “My award is dedi-
cated to my chairman, N K
Ramachandran Menon”, said a grateful
Premkumar when asked whom he would
dedicate his award to. He also added that
he owed his success to his highly profes-
sional team at IES - pedagogues par
excellence and the most talented stu-
dents of Bhavans Kuwait apart from his
dear family members.

“I always valued somebody calling me
a teacher more than being called an prin-
cipal or an administrator.”  “My first love is
teaching,” said the proud awardee.
Achievements after achievements have
made Premkumar only humble. He rules
out the age-old authoritarian theory of
management. He is always seen in and
around the corridors motivating his team
members and students alike. He believes
that leadership not about glorious
crowning acts but about keeping the
team focused on a goal and motivating
the teammates to give their best to
achieve the goal. 

IES Principal receives ‘CBSE Teachers’ Award’

Renowned social activist among the Indian
expatriate community in the Middle East
Thomas Mathew Kadavil recently visited

the Chief Minister of Kerala State, Pinarayi
Vijayan, and submitted a memorandum seeking
his urgent intervention to bring the Indian
External Affairs Ministry’s attention to protect
the rights and welfare of the Indian migrants
during the intergovernmental discussions on a
Global Compact on Migration, for safe, orderly
and regular migration, which is slated to take
place at the UN General Assembly next
September.

As the Union Government of India, the right-
ful constitutional authority on migration and
Non Resident Indians, had been taking a cold-
hearted attitude towards the Global Compact on
Migration (GCM) which would be detrimental to
protect the interest of Indian migrants at a time
when many national governments and regional
groupings are making serious consultations with
various stake holders to take a consensus posi-
tion in the UN, Thomas Mathew Kadavil pointed
out to the Chief Minister. 

The Global Compact will become a Magna
Carta of the immigrants the world over and it is
imperative and obligatory that the Indian
Government should rise to the occasion to pro-
tect the rights and welfare of the Indian
migrants by bringing in the most needed ele-
ments into the global compact, Kadavil
explained to the Chief Minister. He lauded the
Kerala government for the introduction of many
welfare measures for the safe repatriation and
reintegration of the migrant returnees, but
pointed out the need for ensuring the welfare of
the immigrants at their countries of destinations.  

The very basic element of the GCM should
focus on implementing, not simply restating, the
hitherto accepted UN and ILO conventions and
treaties, multilateral commitments to migrants
human rights, to labor rights, that are signed
and binding, and apply to migrants across the
board. The GCM and national plans should
include goals, timelines, and means for imple-
mentation that are ambitious, achievable, and
accountable.  

The memorandum points out yet another
important element of the GCM is that it should
address the urgent need for ethical recruitment,
decent jobs and labor mobility with the protec-
tion of the labor rights of migrants. Recruitment
fees should be borne by the employer, not the
migrant worker. To end the large scale exploita-
tion, migrant worker visas or residency permits
should never be tied to one employer. There can
be no question about the rights of workers to join
and form trade unions and workers organizations. 

Much more investments are needed in
decent work and jobs at home and abroad, as
well as more efforts to harmonize qualifications
and invest in skills and training for example
through vocational partnerships. Regularization
and regular pathways for human mobility across
the plank should be core to the drive for imple-
mentation and thus for the GCM should be the
facilitation of human mobility with human rights
for all. More and better regular pathways for
refugees and migrants need to be created,

including increases in resettlement places,
humanitarian visa, private sponsorship pro-
grams, family reunification, student visa, labor
mobility and matching at all skill levels. 

Such regular pathways reduce the vulnera-
bilities of migrants and refugees at the origin,
in transit and at the destination.  The GCM
should develop principles on regularization - a
pathway to secure residency after having lived
in the country of immigration for a certain
number of years, in the interest of social cohe-
sion and lifts people out of vulnerable and
exploitative situations. Portability of salary,
social security benefits, indemnities, pensions
etc should be given to the migrant worker
without any hindrance both from the destina-
tion countries and the employers.  

On migrant women, the memorandum
urges for their protection and emphasized that
“women are not by nature vulnerable popula-
tion” in need of rescue but too often find them-
selves in vulnerable situations due to (migra-
tion) policies, values and the denial of rights.
Hence the memorandum urges upon all nation-
al governments that they should draw from the
UN recommendations on addressing the
human rights of women in the Global Compact
on Migration.  

The Global Compact on Migration should not
become a Global Compact for Deportation.
Unambiguous and clear principles and policy

recommendations related to the circular or eco-
nomic migrants return and reintegration with
their societies should be laid out. The voluntary
return should be tailor-made and context specif-
ic, and involve a process with true choices,
including choosing the moment of return. There
should be no deportation of children in no cir-
cumstances and they should not be separated
from their families.  

Policies are needed that put an end to the
criminalization of migrants, and those who help
them. Migrants need to implement practical,
available alternatives to detention. Citizens and
organizations that help undocumented migrants
in need should be admired and protected, not
criminalized. The GCM and national policies
should include the concept of ‘firewalls’ that
allow all migrants, regardless of status, to access
justice, essential services, and complaint mecha-
nisms without fear that will result in their deten-
tion or deportation on the basis of their migra-
tion status.  

Migrants themselves should be meaningfully
engaged through consultation and decision-
making processes.  To change the narrative and
perceptions on migration, the migrant’s voices
need to be uplifted and audible. Civil society has
an important role to play in mobilizing people
and wider solidarity movements on the ground -
to stand firm against xenophobia and discrimina-
tion, and for equality, justice, and dignity for all.

Social activist submits memo 

to CM of Kerala, India 

You are cordially invited to another ses-
sion of our series about some prophets
and messengers of Allah (to Whom is

ascribed all perfection and majesty) today, at
7:00 pm. We will examine some exceptional
commendable qualities of Noah (AS), his final
advice to his son, and the definition of arro-
gance from the Islamic point of view.

We will also discuss how we ought to
express our gratitude to Allah (SWT), some
benefits of doing so, and some of Allah’s
(SWT) most beloved supplications. Finally, we
will share some opinions regarding the burial
place of Noah (AS). Come along with your
family and friends to learn more about one of
the prophets of high resolve. 

Noah’s qualities at TIES lectureChannels Media Kuwait is an inter-
net marketing company which
recently expanded its presence in

the United states of America. The media
brand is now operational in the US and
gearing up for long queue of Business
for: Website design and development,
Snapchat advertisements, social media
consultancy, SEO optimization, ‘Pay per
Click’ advertisements, mobile marketing,
and many more services which are trend-
ing all over the globe.

Channels Media has a vast experience
of serving the customers from different
industries around the world. With the pas-
sionate team of professionals, we are
delighted to open up our branch in US.
“Channels Media LLC, Virginia sees
immense potential in the US region and is
looking to open more Branches for future
expansion. We look forward to exceed
customer expectations with our varied
range of services” said Channels Media
General Manager Khurram Salahudin. 

Channels Media 

Kuwait expands to US

Gulf University for Science and
Technology (GUST) student, Noura Al-
Khubazi, successfully completed a 10-

day course this summer entitled “Responsible
Management”, at Rennes School of Business
in France. The course comes as part of GUST
and Rennes’ annual student exchange pro-
gram to diversify and enhance their students’
academic experience. 

GUST Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Dr Salah Al-Sharhan, said, “I am
pleased to see the growth of our first col-
laboration with a European University such
as Rennes School of Business. Seeing that
GUST students are becoming more engag-
ing in the exchange programs is a vital step
to widen and enrich both their academic
and cultural knowledge”.   

The Responsible Management course
offers intensive academic and professional
classes by a team of international professors
with extensive Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) expertise from Rennes,
and its partner universities. The course
examines how responsible managers and
their stakeholders can work together to cre-
ate a more sustainable world. This program
provides a valuable opportunity for GUST
seniors to gain proficiency in the field. 

Noura Al-Khubazi, said, “The time I spent
at Rennes was very rewarding, both on an
academic and personal level. Learning
about CSR has changed the way I see the

business world. Being able to exchange
ideas and learn alongside peers from
diverse backgrounds has made it such a
special experience. Immersing myself in this
new lifestyle abroad was the perfect addi-
tion to the collection of other experiences I
had at GUST.” Rennes and GUST signed a
Memorandum of Understanding in 2013 to
work together on an exchange program for
students. In the Spring 2017 semester, GUST
welcomed two students from Rennes: Felix
Foiret and Ahmed Mostafa, who attended
courses at the GUST College of Business
Administration as part of the exchange pro-
gram. Study abroad programs are highly
sought after at both universities for their
ability to allow students to flourish academi-
cally, strengthen their character, and enjoy a
well-rounded education. 

Director of Administrative Academic
Affairs, Mrs. Amani Gaber, said, “Some of
the benefits of participating in an interna-
tional exchange are that the students
expand their comfort zones, become self-
reliant, independent, and mature. These
lessons can never be taught in a classroom.” 

The Office of International Programs
strives to promote and develop a wide
range of educational opportunities for
GUST undergraduates seeking to gain
experiences abroad and advance their
degree program with an international
dimension of learning and engagement. 

GUST student completes

responsible management

course at ESC Rennes
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01:15   Flight World War II   
02:50   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
04:35   The Darkest Hour   
06:10   Warcraft: The Beginning   
08:15   Mission: Impossible - Rogue
Nation   
10:25   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
12:10   The Last Rescue   
14:05   Warcraft: The Beginning   
16:10   Life On The Line   
17:50   The Hunger Games: Mockingjay
Part II   
20:10   Entrapment   
22:10   The Green Inferno   
23:50   Everly   

00:45   Treehouse Masters   
01:40   Bad Dog   
02:35   Snake Sheila   
03:00   Snake Sheila   
03:25   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
04:15   Treehouse Masters   
05:02   Bahama Blue   
05:49   Untamed & Uncut   
06:36   Going Ape   
07:00   Going Ape   
07:25   Snake Sheila   
07:50   Snake Sheila   
08:15   Treehouse Masters   
09:10   Bad Dog   
10:05   Bahama Blue   
11:00   Snake Sheila   
11:28   Snake Sheila   
11:55   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
12:50   Treehouse Masters   
13:45   Bad Dog   
14:40   Bahama Blue   
15:35   Untamed & Uncut   
16:30   Treehouse Masters   
17:25   Whale Wars   
18:20   Whale Wars   
19:15   Bad Dog   
20:10   Swamp Brothers   
20:38   Swamp Brothers   
21:05   Whale Wars   
22:00   Whale Wars   
22:55   Bahama Blue   
23:50   Untamed & Uncut      

00:40   Doctors   
01:10   EastEnders   
01:40   Poldark   
02:40   Last Tango In Halifax   
03:35   Prime Suspect: Tennison   
04:25   New Blood   
05:25   Doctors   
06:00   Doctors   
06:30   Doctors   
07:00   EastEnders   
07:30   Death In Paradise   
08:30   Doctor Who   
09:15   Stella   
10:00   Doctors   
10:30   EastEnders   
11:05   Death In Paradise   
12:00   Doctor Who   
12:45   Stella   
13:35   Doctors   
14:05   EastEnders   
14:35   Death In Paradise   
15:30   Doctor Who   
16:20   Stella   
17:05   New Tricks   
18:00   Doctors   
18:30   EastEnders   
19:05   Death In Paradise   
20:00   Holby City   
21:00   Uncle   
21:30   Agatha Raisin   
22:20   Benidorm   
23:10   Doctors   
23:40   EastEnders     

00:00   Escaping Polygamy   
01:00   Celebrity Ghost Stories   
02:00   My Haunted House   
03:00   Stalked By A Ghost   
04:00   Escaping Polygamy   
05:00   Celebrity Ghost Stories   
06:00   Cold Case Files   
07:00   Cold Case Files   
08:00   It Takes A Killer   
08:30   It Takes A Killer   
09:00   Homicide Hunter   
10:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
11:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
12:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
13:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
14:00   It Takes A Killer   
14:30   It Takes A Killer   
15:00   Cold Case Files   
16:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
17:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
18:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
19:00   It Takes A Killer   
19:30   It Takes A Killer   
20:00   Homicide Hunter   
21:00   Cold Case Files   
22:00   Fred Dineage: Murder Casebook   
23:00   It Takes A Killer   
23:30   It Takes A Killer      

00:05   Inside Amy Schumer   
00:30   Inside Amy Schumer   
00:55   Broad City   
01:20   Broad City   
01:45   Another Period   
02:10   Lip Sync Battle   
02:35   Lip Sync Battle   
03:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
03:25   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
04:15   Lip Sync Battle   
04:55   Ridiculousness   
05:15   Disaster Date   
05:40   Catch A Contractor   
06:25   Sweat Inc.   
07:15   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
08:05   Disaster Date   
08:30   Impractical Jokers   
08:55   Ridiculousness   
09:15   Key And Peele   
09:40   Lip Sync Battle   
10:20   Ridiculousness   
10:45   Disaster Date   
11:10   Sweat Inc.   
11:50   Disaster Date   
12:20   Catch A Contractor   
13:05   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
13:55   Gym Rescue   
14:40   Lip Sync Battle   
15:20   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
15:43   Ridiculousness Arabia   
16:10   Impractical Jokers   
16:35   Disaster Date   
17:00   Disaster Date   
17:25   Ridiculousness   
17:50   Ridiculousness   
18:10   Impractical Jokers   

18:35   Key And Peele   
18:59   Brotherhood   
19:22   Ridiculousness Arabia   
19:46   Ridiculousness Arabia   
20:12   Lip Sync Battle   
20:35   Lip Sync Battle   
21:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
21:30   Kroll Show   
21:55   Miranda Hart- My What I Call Live
Show   
22:55   Lip Sync Battle   
23:18   Lip Sync Battle   
23:40   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   

00:05   Destroyed In Seconds   
00:30   Alaska Gold Diggers   
01:20   Don’t Drive Here   
02:10   Animal Nation With Anthony
Anderson   
03:00   Finding Bigfoot   
03:50   Destroyed In Seconds   
04:15   Destroyed In Seconds   
04:40   How It’s Made   
05:05   How It’s Made   
05:30   Alaska Gold Diggers   
06:20   Mythbusters   
07:00   Awesome Adventures   
07:25   Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild   
07:50   K9 Cops   
08:40   How It’s Made   
09:05   How It’s Made   
09:30   Nextworld   
10:20   Mythbusters   
11:10   K9 Cops   
12:00   Finding Bigfoot   
12:50   How It’s Made   
13:15   How It’s Made   
13:40   Pawn Queens   
14:05   Pawn Queens   
14:30   Awesome Adventures   
14:55   Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild   
15:20   Destroyed In Seconds   
15:45   Destroyed In Seconds   
16:10   Nextworld   
17:00   Space Dealers   
17:50   Bionic Builders   
18:40   Mythbusters   
19:30   How It’s Made   
19:55   How It’s Made   
20:20   Destroyed In Seconds   
20:45   Destroyed In Seconds   
21:10   Space Dealers   
22:00   Bionic Builders   
22:50   Finding Bigfoot   
23:40   Destroyed In Seconds       

00:30   American Monster   
01:20   Evil Online   
02:10   I Am Homicide   
03:00   Sin City Justice   
03:48   Disappeared   
04:36   Grave Secrets   
05:24   Swamp Murders   
06:12   I’d Kill For You   
07:00   Disappeared   
07:50   Grave Secrets   
08:40   Swamp Murders   
09:30   I’d Kill For You   
10:20   Blood Relatives   
11:10   Unravelled   
12:00   Disappeared   
12:50   Grave Secrets   
13:40   Swamp Murders   
14:30   I’d Kill For You   
15:20   Blood Relatives   
16:10   Evil Online   
17:00   Disappeared   
17:50   Murder Chose Me   
18:40   Swamp Murders   
19:30   I’d Kill For You   
20:20   Blood Relatives   
21:10   Murder Chose Me   
22:00   I Am Homicide   
22:50   Murder Comes To Town   
23:40   Evil Online        

00:00   Hank Zipzer   
00:25   Alex & Co.   
00:45   The Hive   
00:50   Evermoor Chronicles   
01:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
01:40   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:05   Binny And The Ghost   
02:30   Binny And The Ghost   
02:55   Hank Zipzer   
03:15   The Hive   
03:20   Hank Zipzer   
03:45   Alex & Co.   
04:10   Alex & Co.   
04:35   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:00   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:25   Binny And The Ghost   
05:45   The Hive   
05:50   Rolling With The Ronks   
06:00   Jessie   
06:25   Liv And Maddie   
06:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
06:55   Lolirock   
07:20   Elena Of Avalor   
07:45   Bunk’d   
08:10   Stuck In The Middle   
08:35   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
09:00   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
09:25   Lolirock   
09:50   Lolirock   
10:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
10:40   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
11:05   Hank Zipzer   
11:30   Alex & Co.   
11:55   Disney Mickey Mouse   
12:00   Rolling With The Ronks   
12:15   Lolirock   
12:40   Lolirock   
13:05   Star Darlings   
13:10   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
13:35   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
14:00   Jessie   
14:25   Lolirock   
14:50   The Zhuzhus   
15:15   Elena Of Avalor   
15:40   Stuck In The Middle   
16:05   Liv And Maddie   
16:30   Whisker Haven Tales With The
Palace Pets   
16:35   Bunk’d   
17:00   K.C. Undercover   
17:25   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
17:50   Girl Meets World   
18:15   Disney Mickey Mouse   
18:20   Bizaardvark   
18:45   Best Friends Whenever   
19:10   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
19:15   Liv And Maddie   
19:40   Elena Of Avalor   
20:05   Jessie   
20:30   Cracke   
20:35   K.C. Undercover   
21:00   Austin & Ally   

21:25   Stuck In The Middle   
21:50   Sunny Bunnies   
21:55   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
22:20   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
22:45   Lolirock   
23:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
23:10   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
23:35   Binny And The Ghost     

00:00   Henry Hugglemonster   
00:15   Calimero   
00:30   Art Attack   
00:55   Zou   
01:05   Loopdidoo   
01:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:35   Calimero   
01:50   Zou   
02:05   Art Attack   
02:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
02:40   Loopdidoo   
02:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
03:10   Art Attack   
03:35   Loopdidoo   
03:50   Calimero   
04:05   Art Attack   
04:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
04:45   Zou   
05:00   Art Attack   
05:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:45   Loopdidoo   
06:00   Zou   
06:15   Calimero   
06:30   Loopdidoo   
06:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
07:00   Sofia The First   
07:30   The Lion Guard   
08:00   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
08:30   Doc McStuffins   
09:00   PJ Masks   
09:30   Miles From Tomorrow   
10:00   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
10:30   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
11:00   PJ Masks   
11:30   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
12:00   Goldie & Bear   
12:30   Sofia The First   
13:00   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
13:30   PJ Masks   
14:00   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
14:30   The Lion Guard   
15:00   Sheriff Callie’s Wild West   
15:30   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
16:00   Sofia The First   
16:25   Miles From Tomorrow   
16:50   Doc McStuffins   
17:15   The Lion Guard   
17:45   Sofia The First   
18:15   Goldie & Bear   
18:45   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
19:15   Little Mermaid   
19:45   PJ Masks   
20:15   The Lion Guard   
20:45   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
21:15   Goldie & Bear   
21:45   Doc McStuffins   
22:15   Little Mermaid   
22:45   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
23:15   PJ Masks   
23:45   Loopdidoo      

00:20   Wheeler Dealers   
01:05   Harley And The Davidsons   
02:35   X-Ray Mega Airport   
03:20   Fast N’ Loud   
04:05   The Island With Bear Grylls   
04:50   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
05:35   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Deadliest Catch   
06:45   Wheeler Dealers   
07:30   Fast N’ Loud   
08:15   The Island With Bear Grylls   
09:00   Storage Wars Canada   
09:25   How Do They Do It?   
10:10   Harley And The Davidsons   
11:40   X-Ray Mega Airport   
12:25   How Do They Do It?   
12:47   Storage Wars Canada   
13:10   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
13:55   The Island With Bear Grylls   
14:40   Deadliest Catch   
15:25   Fast N’ Loud   
16:10   Wheeler Dealers   
17:00   How Do They Do It?   
17:50   Storage Wars Canada   
18:50   The Island With Bear Grylls   
19:40   How Do They Do It?   
21:00   What On Earth?   
21:50   So You Think You’d Survive?   
22:40   Impossible Engineering   
23:30   Fast N’ Loud        

06:00   Penn Zero: Part Time Hero   
06:25   Disney11   
06:50   Gravity Falls   
07:15   Right Now Kapow   
07:40   Mech-X4   
08:05   Marvel’s Rocket And Groot   
08:10   K.C. Undercover   
08:35   Milo Murphy’s Law   
09:00   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
09:25   Supa Strikas   
09:50   Supa Strikas   
10:20   Kickin’ It   
10:45   Kickin’ It   
11:10   Mighty Med   
11:35   Mighty Med   
12:00   Lab Rats   
12:30   Lab Rats   
12:55   K.C. Undercover   
13:20   K.C. Undercover   
13:45   Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...   
14:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
14:15   Kirby Buckets Warped   
14:40   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
15:05   Milo Murphy’s Law   
15:30   Walk The Prank   
15:55   Right Now Kapow   
16:25   Supa Strikas   
16:50   Disney11   
17:15   Mech-X4   
17:40   Gravity Falls   
18:05   Milo Murphy’s Law   
18:30   Marvel’s Ant-Man   
18:35   Lab Rats   
19:00   Kirby Buckets   
19:25   Walk The Prank   
19:50   Marvel’s Rocket And Groot   
19:55   Right Now Kapow   
20:20   Mech-X4   
20:45   Disney11   
21:10   K.C. Undercover   
21:35   Marvel’s Ant-Man   
21:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:45   Lab Rats   
22:10   Lab Rats   
22:35   Phineas And Ferb   
23:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA      

00:05   Second Wives Club   
00:55   Second Wives Club   
01:50   E! News   
02:50   Celebrity Style Story   

03:20   Celebrity Style Story   
03:50   WAGs   
04:40   Botched By Nature   
05:30   Celebrity Style Story   
06:00   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
06:55   E! News   
07:10   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
08:10   E! News: Daily Pop   
09:10   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
10:10   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
11:05   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
12:00   E! News   
12:15   Botched   
13:10   Botched   
14:05   Botched   
15:00   E! News   
15:15   E! News: Daily Pop   
16:15   Life Of Kylie   
16:40   Life Of Kylie   
17:10   Second Wives Club   
18:05   Second Wives Club   
19:00   E! News   
20:00   WAGs Miami   
21:00   WAGs Miami   
22:00   WAGs Miami   
23:00   E! News   
23:15   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry    

00:00   Chopped   
01:00   Food Network Star Kids   
02:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
02:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
03:00   Man Fire Food   
03:30   Man Fire Food   
04:00   Chopped   
05:00   Guy’s Grocery Games   
06:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
06:25   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
06:50   Anna Olson: Fresh   
07:15   The Kitchen   
08:05   The Pioneer Woman   
08:30   The Pioneer Woman   
08:55   Siba’s Table   
09:25   Siba’s Table   
09:55   Cooking For Real   
10:25   Cooking For Real   
10:55   The Kitchen   
11:45   Bake With Anna Olson   
12:10   The Pioneer Woman   
12:35   The Pioneer Woman   
13:00   Siba’s Table   
13:30   Siba’s Table   
14:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
15:00   Chopped   
16:00   The Kitchen   
17:00   Cooking For Real   
17:30   Cooking For Real   
18:00   Chopped   
19:00   Guy’s Grocery Games   
20:00   Siba’s Table   
20:30   Siba’s Table   
21:00   Jenny And Reza’s Fabulous Food
Academy   
21:30   Jenny And Reza’s Fabulous Food
Academy   
22:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
22:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
23:00   Chopped      

00:10   Don’t Tell The Bride   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:30   The Chase   
03:25   Endeavour   
05:15   Couples Come Dine With Me   
06:10   Don’t Tell The Bride   
07:05   The Chase   
08:00   Endeavour   
09:30   Catchphrase   
10:00   Couples Come Dine With Me   
10:55   Don’t Tell The Bride   
11:50   The Chase   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Paul O’Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   Don’t Tell The Bride   
15:10   The Chase   
16:00   I’m A Celebrity...Get Me Out Of
Here!   
16:55   Tonight At The London Palladium   
17:50   Couples Come Dine With Me   
18:45   Emmerdale   
19:15   Paul O’Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   The Chase   
21:00   I’m A Celebrity...Get Me Out Of
Here!   
21:55   Tonight At The London Palladium   
22:50   Emmerdale   
23:15   Paul O’Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs   
23:40   Coronation Street   

00:00   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
01:00   Clash Of Warriors   
02:00   America’s Book Of Secrets   
02:50   Ancient Aliens   
03:40   United Stuff Of America   
04:30   Serial Killer Earth   
05:20   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
06:10   The Universe   
07:00   Clash Of Warriors   
08:00   America’s Book Of Secrets   
09:00   Ancient Aliens   
10:00   United Stuff Of America   
11:00   Serial Killer Earth   
12:00   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
13:00   Clash Of Warriors   
14:00   America’s Book Of Secrets   
15:00   Ancient Aliens   
16:00   United Stuff Of America   
17:00   The Universe   
18:00   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
19:00   Clash Of Warriors   
20:00   America’s Book Of Secrets   
21:00   Ancient Aliens   
22:00   Bible Secrets Revealed   
23:00   Serial Killer Earth   

00:20   Counting Cars   
00:45   Counting Cars   
01:10   Forged In Fire   
02:00   The Curse Of Oak Island   
02:50   Storage Wars   
03:15   American Pickers   
04:05   Pawn Stars   
04:30   Pawn Stars   
05:00   Mountain Men   
06:00   Leepu And Pitbull   
06:50   Duck Dynasty   
07:40   Counting Cars   
08:05   Counting Cars   
08:30   Pawn Stars   
08:55   Pawn Stars   
09:20   Storage Wars   
09:45   Storage Wars   
10:10   American Pickers   
11:00   Alone   
11:50   Duck Dynasty   

12:40   Counting Cars   
13:05   Counting Cars   
13:30   Ozzy And Jack’s World Detour   
14:20   Mountain Men   
15:10   Leepu And Pitbull   
16:00   Storage Wars   
16:25   Storage Wars   
16:50   Pawn Stars   
17:15   Pawn Stars   
17:40   Counting Cars   
18:05   Counting Cars   
18:30   Forged In Fire   
19:20   Mountain Men   
20:10   American Pickers   
21:00   Road To 9/11   
22:40   JFK Declassified: Hunting Oswald   
23:30   American Pickers     

00:15   The Food Files   
00:45   Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen   
01:10   Fish Of The Day   
01:40   City Chase Marrakech   
02:35   Charlie Luxton’s Homes By The
Med   
03:30   Gok’s Chinese Takeaway   
04:25   Poh & Co.   
04:50   Fish Of The Day   
05:20   Route Awakening   
05:45   Sinful Sweets   
06:15   Chef On The Road   
07:10   City Chase Marrakech   
08:05   Charlie Luxton’s Homes By The
Med   
09:00   Gok’s Chinese Takeaway   
09:55   Poh & Co.   
10:20   Fish Of The Day   
10:50   Route Awakening   
11:15   Sinful Sweets   
11:45   Chef On The Road   
12:40   Korean Soul Food   
13:35   Access 360 World Heritage   
14:30   Gok’s Chinese Takeaway   
15:25   Poh & Co.   
15:50   Fish Of The Day   
16:20   Route Awakening   
16:45   Route Awakening   
17:15   Billionaire’s Paradise: Inside
Necker Island   
18:10   Restoration Man   
19:05   Poh & Co.   
19:30   Fish Of The Day   
20:00   Route Awakening   
20:30   Route Awakening   
21:00   Billionaire’s Paradise: Inside
Necker Island   
22:00   Restoration Man   
22:55   Korean Soul Food   
23:50   Access 360 World Heritage      

00:10   Rare   
01:00   Inside Combat Rescue: The Last
Stand   
03:00   Nazi Megastructures   
04:00   Rare   
05:00   WWII’s Greatest Raids   
06:00   Highway Thru Hell   
07:00   Living Free With Kimi Werner   
08:00   Megastructures   
09:00   WWII’s Greatest Raids   
10:00   Supercar Megabuild   
11:00   Big Fix Alaska   
12:00   Year Million   
13:00   Highway Thru Hell   
14:00   Nick Baker’s Eco Malaysia   
15:00   John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure   
15:30   John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure   
16:00   Megastructures   
17:00   Big Fix Alaska   
18:00   Best Of Hard Time   
19:00   John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure   
19:30   John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure   
20:00   Megastructures   
20:50   Big Fix Alaska   
21:40   Best Of Hard Time   
22:30   John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure   
22:55   John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure   
23:20   Nick Baker’s Eco Malaysia       

00:20   Valley Of The Wolves   
01:10   Monster Fish   
02:00   Incredible Fangs   
02:50   Secrets Of The Wild   
03:45   Incredible Spiders   
04:40   Unlikely Animal Friends: Bark-
Tacular   
05:35   Incredible Fangs   
06:30   Secrets Of The Wild   
07:25   Incredible Spiders   
08:20   Unlikely Animal Friends: Bark-
Tacular   
09:15   Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER 2.5   
10:10   Ultimate Predators GPU   
11:05   Wild Untamed Brazil   
12:00   Shark Swarm   
12:55   Hippo vs Croc   
13:50   Secrets Of The Wild   
14:45   World’s Weirdest Brains And
Babies   
15:40   Extreme Animal Babies   
16:35   Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER 2.5   
17:30   Ultimate Predators GPU   
18:25   Wild Untamed Brazil   
19:20   World’s Weirdest Brains And
Babies   
20:10   Extreme Animal Babies   
21:00   Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER 2.5   
21:50   Ultimate Predators GPU   
22:40   Wild Untamed Brazil   
23:30   Shark Swarm     

00:12   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
00:36   Rabbids Invasion   
01:00   Rabbids Invasion   
01:24   Sanjay And Craig   
01:48   Sanjay And Craig   
02:12   Winx Club   
02:36   Winx Club   
03:00   Harvey Beaks   
03:24   Harvey Beaks   
03:48   The Loud House   
04:12   The Loud House   
04:36   Breadwinners   
05:00   Breadwinners   
05:24   Get Blake   
05:48   SpongeBob SquarePants   
06:12   SpongeBob SquarePants   
06:36   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
07:00   The Loud House   
07:24   Rabbids Invasion   
07:48   Get Blake   
08:12   Harvey Beaks   
08:36   Sanjay And Craig   
09:00   Rank The Prank   
09:24   Henry Danger   
09:48   100 Things To Do Before High
School   
10:12   Game Shakers   

10:36   Regal Academy   
11:00   Winx Club   
11:24   SpongeBob SquarePants   
11:48   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
12:12   The Loud House   
12:36   Rabbids Invasion   
13:00   Breadwinners   
13:24   Sanjay And Craig   
13:48   100 Things To Do Before High
School   
14:12   School Of Rock   
14:36   The Thundermans   
15:00   Henry Danger   
15:24   The Loud House   
15:48   SpongeBob SquarePants   
16:12   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
16:36   The Loud House   
17:00   Regal Academy   
17:24   Winx Club   
17:48   Hunter Street   
18:12   Henry Danger   
18:36   Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn   
19:00   School Of Rock   
19:24   Game Shakers   
19:48   The Thundermans   
20:12   SpongeBob SquarePants   
20:36   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
21:00   The Loud House   
21:24   Sanjay And Craig   
21:48   Rabbids Invasion   
22:12   Breadwinners   
22:36   Harvey Beaks   
23:00   SpongeBob SquarePants   
23:24   SpongeBob SquarePants   
23:48   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles      

00:04   Max & Ruby   
00:27   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
00:38   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
00:49   The Day Henry Met   
00:53   The Day Henry Met   
00:58   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
01:20   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
01:42   Zack & Quack   
02:02   Shimmer And Shine   
02:24   Olive The Ostrich   
02:30   Olive The Ostrich   
02:35   Paw Patrol   
02:58   Little Charmers   
03:10   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
03:21   Dora The Explorer   
03:44   Max & Ruby   
04:05   The Day Henry Met   
04:11   Nella The Princess Knight   
04:34   Shimmer And Shine   
04:58   Dora And Friends   
05:20   Zack & Quack   
05:31   The Day Henry Met   
05:38   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
06:00   Rusty Rivets   
06:12   Paw Patrol   
06:37   Dora The Explorer   
07:00   Zack & Quack   
07:21   Bubble Guppies   
07:45   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
08:08   Paw Patrol   
08:32   Shimmer And Shine   
08:54   Nella The Princess Knight   
09:16   The Day Henry Met   
09:22   Paw Patrol   
09:45   Rusty Rivets   
09:58   Bubble Guppies   
10:20   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
10:42   Zack & Quack   
10:54   Team Umizoomi   
11:18   Shimmer And Shine   
11:41   Shimmer And Shine   
12:04   Max & Ruby   
12:27   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
12:38   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
12:49   The Day Henry Met   
12:54   The Day Henry Met   
13:00   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
13:21   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
13:43   Zack & Quack   
14:03   Shimmer And Shine   
14:26   Olive The Ostrich   
14:31   Olive The Ostrich   
14:36   Paw Patrol   
14:59   Little Charmers   
15:11   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
15:23   Dora The Explorer   
15:45   Max & Ruby   
16:06   The Day Henry Met   
16:12   Nella The Princess Knight   
16:35   Shimmer And Shine   
16:59   Dora And Friends   
17:21   Zack & Quack   
17:32   The Day Henry Met   
17:38   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
18:00   Rusty Rivets   
18:12   Paw Patrol   
18:37   Dora The Explorer   
19:00   Zack & Quack   
19:21   Bubble Guppies   
19:45   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
20:08   Paw Patrol   
20:32   Shimmer And Shine   
20:54   Nella The Princess Knight   
21:16   The Day Henry Met   
21:22   Paw Patrol   
21:45   Rusty Rivets   
21:57   Bubble Guppies   
22:21   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
22:43   Zack & Quack   
22:54   Team Umizoomi   
23:17   Shimmer And Shine   
23:40   Shimmer And Shine        

00:20   Inspector Gadget   
01:45   The Sorcerer’s Apprentice   
03:35   Zootropolis   
05:25   Toy Story   
06:50   Inspector Gadget   
08:15   The Sorcerer’s Apprentice   
10:05   Atlantis: Milo’s Return   
11:30   Zootropolis   
13:20   Toy Story 2   
15:00   Gnomeo & Juliet   
16:30   The Princess Diaries 2: Royal
Engagement   
18:25   Race To Witch Mountain   
20:05   Max Keeble’s Big Move   
21:35   Toy Story 2   
23:15   Gnomeo & Juliet   

01:35   Meet Dave   
03:15   Daddy’s Home   
04:55   Ride Along 2   
06:45   Made In America   
08:45   Daddy’s Home   
10:25   Ride Along 2   
12:15   Made In America   
14:10   Fan Girl   
15:45   Clifford   
17:20   Mr. Popper’s Penguins   
19:00   Liberal Arts   
20:40   Awful Nice   
22:15   Someone Marry Barry   
23:45   Dirty Grandpa        

01:15   Correspondence   
03:20   Man In The Moon   
05:05   Land Of Mine   

06:50   Boychoir   
08:35   Oleanna   
10:10   Man In The Moon   
11:55   Jappeloup   
14:10   Hoosiers   
16:10   La Bamba   
18:05   New York Stories   
20:15   Almost Famous   
23:00   The Birdcage      

00:10   Ducktales: The Movie   
01:30   Outback   
03:05   The Adventures Of Don Quixote   
04:45   The Happy Cricket   
06:15   Ducktales: The Movie   
07:35   Legend Of The Sea   
09:00   Oops Noah Is Gone   
10:35   The Fairy Tales Tree   
11:55   Hocus Pocus Alfie Atkins   
13:15   The Adventures Of Don Quixote   
14:55   The Happy Cricket   
16:25   Blue Elephant 2   
18:10   The Fairy Tales Tree   
19:30   The Adventures Of The American
Rabbit   
21:05   Pacific Pirates   
22:35   Blue Elephant 2        

00:30   Get Rich Or Die Tryin’   
02:25   The Legend Of Zorro   
04:35   Gridiron Gang   
06:40   Last Knights   
08:35   The Legend Of Zorro   
10:45   Finding Forrester   
13:00   Lucy   
14:30   Concussion   
16:35   The Ladykillers   
18:20   Jurassic World   
20:25   Mystic River   
22:45   Payback       

00:30   How Do They Do It?   
00:55   Food Factory   
01:20   Hacking The Wild   
02:10   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
03:00   Dangerman   
03:48   Mythbusters   
04:36   How Do They Do It?   
05:00   Food Factory   
05:24   Hacking The Wild   
06:12   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
07:00   How Do They Do It?   
07:26   Dangerman   
08:14   Mythbusters   
09:02   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
09:50   How Do They Do It?   
10:14   Food Factory   
10:38   Hacking The Wild   
11:26   Dangerman   
12:14   Mythbusters   
13:02   How Do They Do It?   
13:26   Food Factory   
13:50   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
14:38   Dangerman   
15:26   Hacking The Wild   
16:14   Mythbusters   
17:02   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
17:50   Dangerman   
18:40   Mythbusters   
19:30   Food Factory USA   
19:55   Food Factory USA   
20:20   How Do They Do It?   
20:45   Food Factory   
21:10   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
22:00   Food Factory USA   
22:25   Food Factory USA   
22:50   Dangerman   
23:40   Mythbusters       

00:00   Married At First Sight   
01:00   Married At First Sight   
02:00   Bones   
03:00   Bones   
04:00   Bones   
05:00   The Fashion Fund   
06:00   Fit For Fashion   
07:00   Fit For Fashion   
08:00   Married At First Sight   
09:00   Married At First Sight   
10:00   Bones   
11:00   Bones   
12:00   Bones   
13:00   The Fashion Fund   
14:00   Fit For Fashion   
15:00   Fit For Fashion   
16:00   Married At First Sight   
17:00   Married At First Sight   
18:00   Cougar Town   
18:30   Cougar Town   
19:00   Cougar Town   
19:30   Cougar Town   
20:00   Cougar Town   
20:30   Cougar Town   
21:00   Project Accessory   
22:00   Fit For Fashion   
23:00   Fit For Fashion       

00:20   My 600lb Life: Where Are They
Now?   
01:05   The Day I Almost Died   
01:50   My Extreme Excess Skin   
02:35   Oprah: Where Are They Now?   
03:20   Sister Wives   
04:05   Toddlers & Tiaras   
04:50   Dare To Wear   
05:35   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
06:00   Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners   
06:45   Outdaughtered: Busby Quints   
07:30   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
07:52   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
08:15   Sister Wives   
09:00   Cake Boss   
09:25   Toddlers & Tiaras   
10:10   Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners   
10:55   Too Ugly For Love?   
11:40   Oprah: Where Are They Now?   
12:25   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
12:47   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
13:10   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
13:32   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
13:55   Toddlers & Tiaras   
14:40   Sister Wives   
15:25   Too Ugly For Love?   
16:10   Love, Lust Or Run   
16:35   Cake Boss   
17:00   Belief   
17:50   Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners   
18:50   Dare To Wear   
19:40   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
20:10   Cake Boss   
20:35   Cake Boss   
21:00   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
21:25   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
21:50   Diana: Tragedy Or Treason?   
22:40   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
23:05   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
23:30   90 Days To Wed   



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

Mental organization and discipline may fall apart or be challenged at this
time. This is a busy day and the input from others may cause you to change

your plans and just follow the feelings of the day. Phone calls to or from a loved one at
this time will find you guiding or advising. Others sense an interest in their welfare when
they are near you. You are eloquent in communication skills and it is possible for you to
smooth out a difficult situation with just your sense of humor. Chances are your social
skills mean that you are popular with almost everyone and the evening may be full of
opportunities to be with neighbors, friends or loved ones in a social gathering of sorts.
This could be an outdoor barbecue, watermelon or homemade ice cream party.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You are up early this morning, cleaning and preparing for an evening of fun
with friends. Some activity like a progressive dinner, or, just snacks, sandwiches and some
card games may be enjoyed. You may, in fact, have been preparing for this get-together
for some time. The workday runs fairly well but you look forward to the closing of the day.
You may learn a bit of wisdom in the workplace. You tend to see the people at work in a
different light . . . Practical, necessary and without judgment. A no-nonsense application
to the day cuts right through to the most important and quickly accomplishes what is
necessary. When you apply your impartial and logical approach to any circumstance and
rise above emotions, you increase your power. Smile.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Your innate sense of responsibility, or the actual duties that come your way,
may prevent you from fulfilling your own real desires. For some reason you may find diffi-
culty in moving forward with your work, but patience will win out over any frustration
you may be feeling. Your knack for public relations can place you in personnel manage-
ment, retail sales, or advertising. You can be effective when others need counseling and
may find your skills very important when it comes to an unhappy customer.
Compliments from higher-ups or superiors are very important to you. Your confidence is
likely to increase and you may feel much more optimistic. There is still time for some fun
activity with loved ones this evening.

You may find yourself frustrated today. Patience . . . Remember, some of us
just do not understand the universal rule: what goes around will come around. You could
be standing in long lines today or driving on a crowded highway—patience is important.
You could find yourself getting overemotional. Close relationships have a big impact on
your life and old or discontented relationships will be transformed or perhaps even end-
ed—new ones will come on like gangbusters. Those of you who are not involved with a
love partner will have many opportunities opening up to you now. Your love life
becomes fast-paced. A partner has a mesmerizing impact on you . . . Very compelling,
perhaps life-changing. Real appreciation!

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You will use your creative abilities to the utmost today. Showing off your
talents will add a special touch to your work, as well as bring you the respect that you so
often seek. You express a knack for organizing things and people, as a sense of ambition
and practicality takes hold. Work, achievement and ambition are the things that mean a
lot to you now. You enjoy your work and may discover that a co-worker is willing to lend a
helping hand when you are overloaded. This could mean that you are in most any type
of profession. You may alternate between feeling energized and exhausted. This evening
seems to be your time—enjoyment of friends, food and life in general is good. This is one
of your better days! Share your positive insights with a friend.

You are coming into a period of change concerning your values. There is
some indecision on your part. Losing sight of the practical and the mundane can move
you toward a more artistic vent, but might not be so good for the bankbook. There is a
need for caution and practicality on the material and financial level. There are new
accomplishments now as well as new insights and breakthroughs in organization and
determination. There is a revolution within the established order, when new ideas and
ways to do and use things become clear. You may find yourself being put to good use by
your friends this afternoon. Some activities that start out rather tediously end up with
lots of fun experiences and good memories. Do you keep a diary?

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Communicating your message to others is at a high just now. You are suc-
cessful in your efforts to round people up and organize a group. Timing is important and
those around you should find you most insightful. You find that you can really use your
mind to make clear choices and think things through. You make your way through ideas,
concepts and your ability to communicate and express them to others. A strong need
for nurturing is a bigger than usual element in your life. You may feel the need to care for
others or to have them care for you—perhaps on a public rather than private level. This
could involve some volunteer service. You have needs and you sense the needs of oth-
ers: fitting the two together well makes it work.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You could be most persuasive with others and expressive in speech.
People listen to what you have to say. The situation is a natural for self-expression.
Listening to the other person, you may be able to add to your own ideas and thoughts. A
good conversation with loved ones this afternoon is fun. An outgoing and very expres-
sive cycle of experience has begun. Now more than ever, you want to be admired and
create things like poetry or music that stirs their hearts. This is child’s play; this is romance;
this is taking a chance. There is a yearning to broaden horizons and reach for the ultimate
at this time in your life. This is your best day for love and money. This is also a high-energy
day. Be patient when you relate to a capricorn today.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Ideas and interaction with older people may be in the works today.
Working with, rather than against, the energies should be easy to do now.

You communicate with exquisite skill. There are plenty of people willing to help you in
whatever you want to accomplish; put them to work. An eccentric relative attracts some
notice this afternoon. Your home and your family scene are likely to be in a state of
change just now. This may mean moving, preparing for a new addition to the family or a
late summer cleanup project. High-tech equipment invades the domestic environment
somehow. This could mean new cleaning equipment, new painting tools or some family
creative project that works the mind as well as the body.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Ideals and a sense of belonging to something bigger than the merely per-
sonal become a greater focus in your life at this time. You attach more importance to
friendships and taking part in group activities that center on idealistic goals. Quick
answers, great wit and a surplus of insights and solutions are accessible. You can write
and communicate with real originality. Inventions and breakthroughs are possible today.
This afternoon you may find yourself working with music, color, fabric and the arts—
whatever is beautiful and genial. You would make a superb decorator of homes and, in
general, all kinds of environments. Your friends may want your advice on these subjects

as well. You will enjoy deep conversations with friends today. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You do not mind getting your hands dirty and you do not mind hard
work, especially if it is in an area that can help you make a positive differ-

ence. Extra effort into any business project adds a touch of class to your work situation.
The secret to your professional success is in the planning. Good jobs, contracts, sales,
upgrades, etc., don’t just fall into our laps—without the personal responsibility for mak-
ing things happen, you would never grow. Everything conspires to reveal you at your
most elegant, particularly in social situations this afternoon. You will have a grasp for new
ideas as well as the ability to present or communicate these to others. This day is a natural
for self-expression and lends itself to your particular ideas. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

There is an emphasis on improving communications. There is the possibili-
ty of learning new software programs for your work computer. Also, there may be some
type of robot or mechanical device that appears to be productive. All of this can help
your work flow as well as increase your financial wellbeing. If you are in sales, you will find
a new communications program worth your time and technically, worth your evaluation.
There is an expression of ideas and the connections between things, places and people.
Amazing little creatures in nature may be what are mimicked in this new communication
tool. What goes on in your mind is the all-important motivation in your life just now. You
tend toward mental pursuits and admire intelligence.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1710

ACROSS
1. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by

behavioral and learning disorders.
4. Aroused or activated.
12. Inquire about.
15. American prizefighter who won the world

heavyweight championship three times
(born in 1942).

16. Giant treelike plant having edible nuts and
leafstalks that yield a refreshing drink of clear
watery sap.

17. Fiddler crabs.
18. At a great distance in time or space or degree.
19. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug (trade

name Clinoril).
20. A barrier constructed to contain the flow or

water or to keep out the sea.
21. According to the Old Testament he was a

pagan king of Israel and husband of Jezebel
(9th century BC).

23. A port city in southwestern Turkey on the Gulf
of Antalya.

25. A sudden very loud noise.
28. Date used in reckoning dates before the sup-

posed year Christ was born.
30. An Arabic speaking person who lives in Arabia

or North Africa.
35. Tending or intended to rectify or improve.
40. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of

an organism.
41. Of or relating to or containing barium.
43. A city in northern India.
44. Game in which matchsticks are arranged in

rows and players alternately remove one or
more of them.

45. Affect with wonder.
46. A hospital unit staffed and equipped to pro-

vide intensive care.
47. Forbidden to profane use especially in South

Pacific islands.
49. An agency of the United Nations affiliated

with the World Bank.
52. A genus of herbs and shrubs belonging to the

family Euphorbiaceae.
55. A great waterfall on the border between Brazil

and Paraguay.
56. (used as a combining form) Recent or new.
57. The district occupied entirely by the city of

Washington.
58. A small digital computer based on a micro-

processor and designed to be used by one
person at a time.

59. Edible muscle of mollusks having fan-shaped
shells.

64. The financial gain (earned or unearned) accru-
ing over a given period of time.

68. The cry made by sheep.
69. Of or containing lithium.
72. Consisting of or made of wood of the oak tree.
73. (used especially of persons) Having lived for a

relatively long time or attained a specific age.
74. (especially of plants) Developed without

chlorophyll by being deprived of light.
76. Standard time in the 5th time zone west of

Greenwich, reckoned at the 75th meridian.
77. (meaning literally `born') Used to indicate the

maiden or family name of a married woman.
78. State in which the condition of life is extreme-

ly bad as from deprivation or oppression or
terror.

79. 10 hao equal 1 dong.

DOWN
1. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake Chad.
2. Pompous or pretentious talk or writing.
3. English theoretical physicist who applied rela-

tivity theory to quantum mechanics and pre-
dicted the existence of antimatter and the
positron (1902-1984).

4. Electrical conduction through a gas in an
applied electric field.

5. A member of a North American people former-
ly living in the Colorado river valley in
Arizona.

6. (often followed by `for') Ardently or excessively
desirous.

7. Fiber from an East Indian plant Hibiscus
cannabinus.

8. An organic compound that contains a hydroxyl
group bonded to a carbon atom which in
turn is doubly bonded to another carbon
atom.

9. Any of the openings to the nasal cavities that
allow air to flow through the cavities to the
pharynx.

10. English essayist (1775-1834).
11. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal to

10 liters.
12. Wild sheep of northern Africa.
13. Someone who works (or provides workers)

during a strike.
14. God of love and erotic desire.
22. (Scottish) Bluish-black or gray-blue.
24. A native-born Israeli.
26. A unit of dry measure used in Egypt.
27. A compartment in front of a motor vehicle

where driver sits.
29. Belonging to or prescribed for celiac disease.
31. A small cake leavened with yeast.
32. Small European freshwater fish with a slender

bluish-green body.
33. (British) A dealer in textiles (especially silks).
34. Type genus of the Alaudidae.
36. Arboreal snake of central and southern Africa

whose bite is often fatal.
37. (folklore) A corpse that rises at night to drink

the blood of the living.
38. An ancient Egyptian city on the west bank of

the Nile opposite Cairo.
39. Any of a group of heavenly spirits under the

god Anu.
42. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation equal to

100 ergs per gram of irradiated material.
48. The inner and longer of the two bones of the

human forearm.
50. Normal relaxed breathing.
51. The capital and largest city of Bangladesh.
53. In a vehement outcry.
54. The form of government of a social organiza-

tion.
60. The general activity of selling.
61. (of a young animal) Abandoned by its mother

and raised by hand.
62. United States inventor who manufactured the

first elevator with a safety device (1811-
1861).

63. A unit of illumination equal to 1 lumen per
square centimeter.

65. An endorsement.
66. Flat tableland with steep edges.
67. (prefix) Within.
70. The United Nations agency concerned with

the interests of labor.
71. A tight-fitting headdress.
75. A light strong gray lustrous corrosion-resistant

metallic element used in strong light-weight
alloys (as for airplane parts).
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Arrival Flights on Thursday 14/9/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:05
JZR 565 Sohag 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
KAC 102 London 00:15
SVA 502 Jeddah 00:20
SVA 514 Riyadh 00:25
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
KAC 504 Beirut 00:45
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:05
PGT 830 Istanbul 02:10
QTR 1086 Doha 02:10
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
THY 768 Istanbul 02:35
KAC 418 Manila 02:50
LZB 7787 Varna 02:55
SAW 713 Damascus 03:00
PGT 4562 Istanbul 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 606 Luxor 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
PGT 4860 Istanbul 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
KAC 382 Delhi 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:50
QTR 1090 Doha 04:00
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:05
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00
FEG 931 Alexandria 05:00
THY 1414 TZX 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
JZR 529 Asyut 05:35
JZR 1433 Doha 05:45
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 204 Lahore 06:20
KAC 678 Dubai 06:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:35
QTR 8511 Doha 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
JZR 503 Luxor 07:25
KAC 354 Bangalore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:05
JZR 1543 Cairo 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
IRA 673 Ahwaz 08:35
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
FDK 803 Damascus 10:00
AHY 5101 GYD 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
KAC 774 Riyadh 10:45
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
PAL 668 Manila 11:00
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
KAC 614 Bahrain 11:15
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50

JZR 239 Amman 12:25
SAW 709 Latakia 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:50
FEG 933 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
FEG 1933 Sohag 13:05
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 514 Tehran 13:10
KAC 792 Madinah 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 352 Kochi 14:20
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55
KAC 692 Muscat 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 562 Amman 15:10
FDB 8053 Dubai 15:25
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:25
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:35
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
JZR 243 Amman 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 744 Dammam 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
NIA 161 Cairo 19:15
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
YYY 552 Beirut 19:20
KAC 174 Munich 19:25
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:45
KAC 178 Vienna 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
KAC 620 Doha 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
WAN 116 Bahrain 20:45
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
KAC 168 Paris 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
KAC 1162 Geneva 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSC 501 Alexandria 23:30
MSC 405 Sohag 23:30
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Thursday 14/9/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:05
JZR 565 Sohag 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
KAC 102 London 00:15
SVA 502 Jeddah 00:20
SVA 514 Riyadh 00:25
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
KAC 504 Beirut 00:45
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:05
PGT 830 Istanbul 02:10
QTR 1086 Doha 02:10
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
THY 768 Istanbul 02:35
KAC 418 Manila 02:50
LZB 7787 Varna 02:55
SAW 713 Damascus 03:00
PGT 4562 Istanbul 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 606 Luxor 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
PGT 4860 Istanbul 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
KAC 382 Delhi 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:50
QTR 1090 Doha 04:00
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:05
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00
FEG 931 Alexandria 05:00
THY 1414 TZX 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
JZR 529 Asyut 05:35
JZR 1433 Doha 05:45
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 204 Lahore 06:20
KAC 678 Dubai 06:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:35
QTR 8511 Doha 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
JZR 503 Luxor 07:25
KAC 354 Bangalore 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:05
JZR 1543 Cairo 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
IRA 673 Ahwaz 08:35
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
FDK 803 Damascus 10:00
AHY 5101 GYD 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
KAC 774 Riyadh 10:45
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
PAL 668 Manila 11:00
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
KAC 614 Bahrain 11:15
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50

JZR 239 Amman 12:25
SAW 709 Latakia 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:50
FEG 933 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
FEG 1933 Sohag 13:05
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 514 Tehran 13:10
KAC 792 Madinah 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 352 Kochi 14:20
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55
KAC 692 Muscat 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 562 Amman 15:10
FDB 8053 Dubai 15:25
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:25
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:35
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
JZR 243 Amman 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 744 Dammam 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
NIA 161 Cairo 19:15
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
YYY 552 Beirut 19:20
KAC 174 Munich 19:25
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:45
KAC 178 Vienna 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
KAC 620 Doha 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
WAN 116 Bahrain 20:45
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
KAC 168 Paris 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
KAC 1162 Geneva 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSC 501 Alexandria 23:30
MSC 405 Sohag 23:30
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

American Airlines 22087425 

22087426

Kuwait Airways 171

Jazeera Airways 177

Jet Airways 22924455

FlyDubai 22414400

Qatar Airways 22423888

KLM 22425747

Air Slovakia 22434940

Olympic Airways 22420002/9

Royal Jordanian

22418064/5/6

Reservation 22433388

British Airways 22425635

Air France 22430224

Emirates 22921555

Air India 22438184

Sri Lanka Airlines 22424444

Egypt Air 22421578

Swiss Air 22421516

Saudia 22426306

Middle East Airlines 22423073

Lufthansa 22422493

PIA 22421044

Alitalia 22414427

Balkan Airlines 22416474

Bangladesh Airlines 22452977/8

Czech Airlines 22417901/

2433141

Indian Airlines 22456700

Oman Air 22958787

Turkish Airlines 22453820/1

Aeroflot 22404838/9 112

Automated enquiry 
about the Civil ID card is

1889988

FOR  RENT

Flats for rent in Kheitan looks at airport road
u 3 bedrooms       uSaloon
u Kitchen                u 3 bathrooms

Free services for you and your family

Contact:  55517659 - 60414701
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F A S H I O N

American fashion royalty Ralph Lauren raced into fall
2017 by inviting Diane Keaton, Jessica Chastain and
Katie Holmes to his garage to watch a stunning run-

way show inspired by his passion for rare automobiles. The
77-year-old designer, who will next year celebrate the 50th
anniversary of his iconic fashion house, transported fellow
designers, celebrities and editors 40 miles (64 kilometers)
north of Manhattan to Bedford on the penultimate day of
New York Fashion Week.

There in his private garage, models sashayed down the
runway sweeping past four of his priceless automobiles
parked in the center watched by guests lounging on black
leather banquettes before a private dinner. Sculpted
patent leather and high-gloss silk were signature materials
for the Ralph Lauren woman of fall 2017. Colors were black
and silver, with pops of bright red, yellow and electric blue.
Unusually giving a slew of interviews ahead of the show, it
marks the third season running that Ralph Lauren has
invested in the see-now, buy-now instant fashion that has
scared off certain other houses.

It was the first collection since the appointment of
Patrice Louvet as chief executive officer, replacing Stefan
Larsson who stepped down after little over a year, follow-
ing disagreements with Lauren on how to position the
clothing line in the fast-changing retail universe. In July,
the firm reported a net income of $59.5 million in earnings
through July 1, up from a loss of $22.3 million in the year-
ago period. The corporation announced plans in April to
move into a more cost-effective e-commerce platform,
closing its flagship Polo store on New York’s Fifth Avenue
and saving $140 million in annual expenses.

Tuesday’s fast-paced show opened with the exhilarat-
ing roar of a sports car engine, starring supermodels of
the moment Kendall Jenner in black and yellow, and
Bella Hadid in a Ferrari red tulle gown. Mimicking trends
seen elsewhere on the catwalk this season-albeit with
most others unveiling collections for spring/summer
2018 — there was delicate grey check, houndstooth and
plaid for day wear.

Ralph Lauren races out of 
Manhattan into fall fashion

Ralph Lauren waves beside one car from his collection in The Garage at the conclusion of the Ralph Lauren fashion show
during Fashion Week, Tuesday in Bedford, NY. — AP/AFP photos
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‘Wear-now difficult’ 
There were splashes of bright yellow, and off-the-shoulder

black zipped up leather. His men’s Purple Label collection,
unveiled at the same time, melded timeless black-tie-evening
elegance with RL monogrammed down jackets, and sweaters
and coats from the racing world. Ferrari red was picked out in
a patent trench and a silk tuxedo jacket for women. There was
a stunning Ferrari yellow tulle gown-skirts to the ground
paired with a black leather biker jacket. Lauren walked out in a
boiler suit for a standing ovation, lovingly giving  his wife a
kiss and hugging Keaton, before gesturing to all his guests to
follow him into a dinner of lobster salad and burgers.

Continuing past two runway-to-retail collections, all looks
from the show will be instantly accessible to consumers glob-
ally online and in flagship stores such as New York, London,
Paris, Hong Kong, Tokyo. “It’s wonderful if you can do it. The
scheduling is not easy,” the designer told Women’s Wear Daily
in a pre-show interview of his switch to instant fashion-a
switch that Tom Ford has since reversed. “Wear-now is difficult.
It’s proven difficult for many people, and it’s not easy for me,
either. But I thought it was interesting and I’m trying it. But the
clothes are the most important thing.”

Tuesday’s collection evoked the spirit of a modern, time-
less woman in the self-made billionaire’s distinctive silhou-
ette. A mantra of his is: “Fashion is over quickly. Style is for-
ever.” In notes to accompany the show, the designer said he
saw his car collection one of the finest in the world-as “mov-
ing art.” “My women’s collection for fall 2017 connects the
elements of the speed, style and beauty of these handcraft-
ed vehicles with the very modern, yet timeless spirit of the
clothes,” he said. “There is a sleekness, an innate sexiness
and power to shapes.” — AFP

Models walk the runway for the Ralph Lauren Collection 2017 show in his garage in Bedford.

Models walk the runway for the Badgley Mischka fashion show during September 2017 - New York Fashion Week: The
Shows at Gallery 1, Skylight Clarkson Sq.
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ANebraska woman is lending her wedding dress to brides
on tight budgets instead of letting it gather dust in her
closet. Dawnetta Heinz started sharing her dress a

month ago with brides who can’t afford to buy one, the Omaha
World-Herald reported. The strapless dress with a beaded
bodice has already been borrowed by two other brides, and at
least eight others have expressed interest.

Heinz said she bought the dress on sale for $550 at an
Omaha bridal shop. She offered it on a Facebook classified ad
page for free, and within 48 hours a dozen women inquired
about borrowing it. She said she’s faced financial hardships and
even homelessness in her life, so she’s glad to help any woman
who can’t fit a dress into her wedding budget. Heinz and her
husband are now personal trainers in Omaha.

Valarie Fitzgerald, 28, wore the dress for her wedding last
month. She and her husband were planning a courthouse wed-
ding because of their tight budget, but after finding out she
was able to wear Heinz’s dress, a friend helped Fitzgerald plan a
decorated outdoor wedding. “I felt amazing,” Fitzgerald said.
She said she loves the sisterhood of the shared dress, and by
wearing it she felt a bond with Heinz and with women who will
wear it in the future. “I can’t wait to see how far this dress goes,”
she said. — AP

Nebraska woman lends her

wedding dress to brides on a budget

Dawnetta Heinz poses with her wedding dress in Omaha.
Arianna Pro, left, displays a photo of her in the wedding
dress of Dawnetta Heinz, right, in Omaha, Neb.

Arianna Pro, left, displays in Omaha, Neb a photo of her
in the wedding dress of Dawnetta Heinz, right, during
her vow renewal ceremony which took place in San
Francisco. — AP photos

Lauren Durham had a poofy white dress and
plans for an intimate beach wedding on
the second weekend of September. Instead

she got married in fatigues, with no makeup, in a
vast hangar filled with rescue vehicles and para-
medics just hours before she would rush into a
hurricane to try to save her fellow Floridians. She
and her fiance, Michael Davis - both of them sen-
ior airmen with the Air National Guard - were
deployed indefinitely to assist with the rescue.
They let their out-of-town guests know they’d
probably miss their own wedding and headed to
the Orange County Convention Center to wait
out the hurricane with hundreds of other relief
workers before being sent into the state’s most
devastated regions.

They were eating breakfast with some friends
Sunday morning, and one said, “Hey, why don’t
you guys get married during the hurricane?”

Durham said: “It started out as a joke, and it just
kind of unfolded. And it turned out to be really
great.” Dozens of people - some longtime friends
from the service, some strangers from across the
country who came to assist with the rescue
efforts - set up folding chairs. A few found tuxe-
do T-shirts to wear, despite the closure of all the
stores in town for the storm. Someone came up
with a bouquet of orange flowers. Their best
friend in the Guard happens to be a notary and
officiated.

They don’t think they’ll be able to come up
with a cake, but that’s OK: “We have plenty of
snacks. MREs do have Skittles in them, so we’re
pretty excited,” Durham said. Her wedding dress
had already been purchased - waiting for her at
home. “It was a big poof flowy princess gown,”
she said, then gestured down at her fatigues.
“But, you know, I love wearing this uniform, so

this works.” Durham, 24, and Davis, 26, met right
out of high school, and have been together for
five years. Davis has served for eight years,
Durham for three.

They’re not quite sure how their families will
feel when they find out they got married in front
of a rack of rubber rescue boats. “I think it will be
quite a surprise for them,” Durham said, “but I
think they’ll understand, it was very, very
impromptu.” It never occurred to either to try to
beg off duty for their wedding. “Service before
self,” Davis said, and it will be a great story to tell
their kids one day. As she gave her name to
reporters, Lauren Durham, she forgot to add the
“Davis.” She giggled and pointed to the Durham
embroidered on the chest of her camouflage. “I’ll
have to get new name tapes.” — AP

No bride’s dress? No problem: 
Guard couple tie knot in Irma

Fashion designer Naeem Khan acknowledge applause
after unveiling his latest collection during Fashion
Week in New York. — AP photos

Fashion from the Naeem Khan collection is modeled during Fashion Week.
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Egyptian director Amr Salama pays homage to the late
Michael Jackson in his new film “Sheikh Jackson,” a tale
of how a young imam struggles to reconcile his desire to

be a better Muslim with his love for the King of Pop. The film-
which landed a spot as Egypt’s Oscar bid for best foreign film
Tuesday  — is based loosely on Salama’s own life as a former
orthodox Muslim whose obsession with the flamboyant pop-
star caused him a crisis of faith. It takes audiences back to the
day the Gloved One died on June 25, 2009, and shows them
how it sent a former devotee into a tailspin.

Jackson’s death stirs childhood memories in the film’s lead
character Khaled, making him question what it means to be a
man and being true to oneself. “This film is a turning of the
page on so many obstacles in the road (in my life) in terms of
identity and faith crises,” Salama said in an interview with AFP
ahead of the film’s Friday premiere at the Toronto film festival.
Although many older conservatives and orthodox Muslims in
the Middle East may have despised Jackson during his lifetime
as “a freak, the guy who changed his color,” Salama said he was
wonderstruck when he first listened to his music.

“He was a poor black kid who grew up to be one of the
most famous people in the world, his music crossed borders,”
he said. Salama recalled how the father of a friend who intro-
duced him to Jackson’s music “gave him (the friend) hell for

liking Michael Jackson.”  “My own father was also not happy
about me listening to Michael Jackson,” he added.  Ignoring
their disapproval, Salama said he read and learned everything
he could find about Jackson, who influenced his clothes, his
hair, and his world outlook (as suggested by song lyrics).
Those are Salama’s feet doing the moonwalk in the film. Later
in his twenties, however, “I became religious and over-
whelmed by the guilt of not being good enough in the eyes of
God,” he said.

‘Music of the devil’ 
The film stars Ahmed Malek as a young Khaled who wor-

ships Jackson, from his Thriller-era haircut and moon walk to
his Bad tour bondage pants. But he is eventually steered away
from the Man in the Mirror by a macho father who fears his
son becoming soft, and later by religious mentors who
encourage him to preach to “those who dance to the music of
the devil” to reject pop culture. An older Khaled, played by
Ahmad El-Fishawi, is torn up inside. “I don’t want to be a hyp-
ocrite,” he says in the film. “For Muslims, to not walk the talk is
a sin,” Salama explains.

The writer-director said he hoped to reveal devout
Muslims’ inner struggle, rather than criticize them as pre-
tenders. The character Khaled, he notes, “wants to be devoted

but he just can’t” because of his love of Jackson’s music. How
does one juggle these contradictions? “I don’t have an answer
for that,” Salama admits. “That’s the question that the film asks,
more than answers.” “I think we just need to accept our contra-
dictions and all ourselves,” he then offers.

Thriller in 3D 
Thirty-five years after Jackson released “Thriller,” which

went on to become the world’s bestselling album of all time,
the Toronto film festival is also screening a digitally remas-
tered version of John Landis’ original music video in 3D, as
well as the documentary “The Making of Michael Jackson’s
Thriller.” Landis himself oversaw the frame-by-frame restora-
tion of short film, with its legendary zombie dance sequence,
and featuring Jackson as a walking dead and a werewolf. The
original “Making Of” was conceived to help fund the produc-
tion of “Thriller” and was shot simultaneously and debuted
alongside the music video in 1983.

It took audiences behind the scenes, showing them the
movie making process from makeup to choreography to
filming at a time when such glimpses were rare. “I can’t tell
you how many filmmakers have told me that ‘The Making of
Thriller’ was their first window into how movies are made
and inspired them to become filmmakers themselves,”
Landis said. — AFP 

‘Sheikh Jackson’ moonwalks into Toronto film festival
Michael  Jackson

Top names in entertainment Tuesday
raised millions of dollars for survivors of
mega-storms Harvey and Irma, with

Stevie Wonder and Beyonce also urging
attention on climate change. Dubbed “Hand
in Hand,” the one-hour telethon was broad-
cast live on all US television networks with
mega-stars from George Clooney to Justin
Bieber to Julianne Moore answering phones
to take pledges. After an hour of performanc-
es in New York, Los Angeles, Nashville and
San Antonio, comic Billy Crystal said the
telethon raised $14.55 million with more
expected as calls came in.

Apple donated $5 million-with co-host
Stephen Colbert joking that the figure was
the price of the company’s new iPhone
unveiled earlier Tuesday-and chemical giant
Merck announced $1 million, although it was
not clear if the amounts were part of the

total. Stevie Wonder opened the evening with
a rendition of Bill Withers’ “Lean on Me”
backed by a gospel choir as urged “love”
rather than divisions. “We should begin to
love and value our planet, and anyone who
believes that there is no such thing as global
warming must be blind or unintelligent. Lord,
please save us all,” said Wonder, who himself
is literally blind.

Beyonce-in a video message that marks
her most visible appearance since giving
birth to twins in June-said the disasters
caused more sorrow “during a time when it’s
impossible to watch the news without seeing
violence or racism in this country.” “Natural
disasters don’t discriminate, they don’t see if
you’re an immigrant, black or white, Hispanic
or Asian, Jewish or Muslim, wealthy or poor,”
the Houston-born pop superstar said. “The
effects of climate change are playing out
around the world every day,” she said, men-
tioning as well deadly monsoon floods in
India.

While no celebrities overtly attacked
President Donald Trump, he has pulled the
United States out of the Paris accord on cli-
mate change, which experts say is contribut-
ing to worsening storms, and last week
announced an end to protections for undocu-
mented immigrants who arrived as children.
Actor Robert De Niro recalled the benefit con-
cert 16 years ago after the September 11
attacks, saying that such unifying events
showed the “enduring values that truly define
us as a people.” Puerto Rican singer Luis Fonsi-
behind the global sensation “Despacito”
joined pop star Tori Kelly for a bilingual rendi-
tion of Leonard Cohen’s meditative classic
“Hallelujah.” Other musical highlights includ-
ed a country-tinged cover of The Beatles’
“With a Little Help from My Friends” led by
Darius Rucker and Demi Lovato. — AFP

Beyonce

Edouard Kunz knows timekeeping is important
but the former Swiss watch precision
mechanic admits that James Bond’s Oriental

Desert Express in remote eastern Morocco never
runs on schedule. The train, made famous in the
2015 Bond movie “Spectre”, trundles tourists
between the town of Oujda and the former mining
city of Bouarfa along a 350-kilometre-long (215-
mile) stretch of desert. “It takes between eight and
12 hours to make the trip, sometimes even more,”
says Kunz, 70, who is known as Edi, blaming sand-
storms for frequent delays.

His passion for trains put him in the driver’s seat
more than 10 years ago when he persuaded
Morocco’s National Office of Railways to let him run
a tourist train on a disused railway line. The track
that runs near the border with Algeria was original-
ly built nearly 100 years ago when Morocco was a
French protectorate. It was part of an ambitious
project, the Mediterranean-Niger railway, to link
the sea to inland Africa. However, the project was
short-lived and, in time, the mines and factories in
Bouarfa shut down, until the desert region with its
lunar landscapes was rediscovered by Kunz and the
location scouts for “Spectre”.

Exterior shots of the train making its way
through the desert darkness were used in the Bond

movie, a star-studded spy thriller with Daniel Craig
reprising the role of 007. One of the most striking
sequences in the film depicts a romantic dinner
between Bond and a character played by French
actress Lea Seydoux that is interrupted by the vil-
lain Mr Hinx, played by wrestler Dave Bautista. The
resulting fight between Bond and Hinx in a train
carriage has been praised by some critics as one of
the best scenes in the whole movie.

Cradle in the desert 
The tourist train that Kunz hires from Morocco’s

national railway operator is not quite as luxurious
as the one featured in “Spectre”. Tourists can
choose from a first-class, air-conditioned carriage
and another that dates back to the 1960s, in which
they can open the windows to take in the scenery
and snap pictures. The train moves at a top speed
of 50 kilometers per hour (30 mph), but this can
often drop to 10 kph and sometimes the train has
to come to a complete halt because of sand on the
tracks.

When that happens, workers resort to shovels
to get rid of the sand before the train can proceed.

“Some people buy BMWs but I bought myself a
train,” Kunz says, with a chuckle, recalling how he
struggled to make a profit with his desert train

project. In a good year, he says, he makes five to six
trips between Oujda and Bouarfa. On the route to
Bouarfa, the first dozen or so kilometres are
through a fertile plain, and then the train passes
through the Tiouli tunnel. After that it is mostly
desert.

Along the way, passengers see abandoned train
stations-and the more unusual sight of a former
Roman Catholic church turned into a judo club,
near a mosque. Kunz is hoping to transform one of
the abandoned stations into a restaurant, but for
the time being dinner is served in the train. The
chef, Aziz, prepares local specialties-spicy tajine
stews and mint tea-for the tourists. “This train is
important. It creates jobs and helps promote our
country,” Aziz says. One of the passengers on the
Oriental Desert Express is Mona, a young Moroccan
based in Paris. “It is a welcome change of scenery.
It’s nothing but an infinite desert behind us and
ahead of us,” she says. “There’s an extraordinary
atmosphere on the train,” she adds, comparing its
slow progress through the Saharan sands to being
rocked in a cradle. — AFP

Morocco tourists make tracks 
on 007’s ‘desert express’

These pictures show the Oriental Desert Express train en route from Oujda to Bouarfa in northeastern Morocco. — AFP photos

When Michelle Pfeiffer first read Darren
Aronofsky’s script for “mother!” she had
an understandable initial reaction. “I

thought: What the hell is this?” recalls Pfeiffer.
Aronofsky’s film is not in any way typical, nor is
the kind of project you’d expect a long-absent
actress like Pfeiffer to join as her first big-screen
performance in five years. The film, intentionally
shrouded in mystery, is a wild and weird odyssey
by one of the movies’ expert conjurers of dark,
surreal dream worlds that suspend its viewers -
and often its performers, too - in a vividly atmos-
pheric state of paranoia.

“You don’t even know, really, how to talk
about it,” says Pfeiffer, as if throwing up her
hands, in a recent interview. But one of the many
mysteries worth pondering in Darren
Aronofsky’s allegorical thriller is a simple one:
Why don’t we see Pfeiffer more often? The good
news is that “mother!” represents the start of
what may be a kind of renaissance for the 59-
year-old actress, whose steely beauty and cool,
piercing intelligence remains just as devastating.
“I’m really excited to be back,” says Pfeiffer.
“Especially having worked with these exciting
actors and these directors who I so admire. The
most exciting for me is all of these really talented
people that I’m able to do movies with.”

Along with “mother!” which Paramount
Pictures will release Friday, Pfeiffer co-stars in
Kenneth Branagh’s upcoming, more old-fash-
ioned mystery “Murder on the Orient Express.”
She has joined the cast of the “Ant-Man” sequel
and earlier this year premiered the Sundance
Film Festival entry “Where is Kyra?” in which she
plays a woman struggling to survive in Brooklyn
on her ailing mother’s income. She also received
an Emmy nomination for her cocktail-drinking,
chain-smoking Ruth Madoff in Barry Levinson’s
HBO movie “The Wizard of Lies.”

It’s a flurry of activity for Pfeiffer, who says she
pulled back partially to focus on family. She and
her husband, the TV producer David E. Kelley,
who live in northern California, have two chil-
dren. Now an empty-nester, Pfeiffer has eagerly
returned to regular work. “She wasn’t on my
mind because she hadn’t worked for a while,”
says Aronofsky. “My casting director mentioned
that she was interested in working again. I was
immediately excited and interested by the idea

of it. It’s been a while so I wasn’t so sure where
she was at. But once we started to talk, it was
amazing.” Aronofsky (“Black Swan,” “Requiem for
a Dream”), long a fan of Pfeiffer, was impressed
by her still sharp skills.

Sweet and sensitive wife
“I just wanted to applaud her at different

times during the movie because she does things
that are so hard to do,” he says. “Like those things
where someone says something in the moment
and you’re supposed to react in the moment
with surprise or embarrassment and she was
doing it take after take.” Jennifer Lawrence stars
in the film as the sweet and sensitive wife to
Javier Bardem’s poet. They live in beautifully nat-
ural, labyrinthine house in the country, but they
are soon beset by visitors, beginning with a man
who shows up at the door (Ed Harris), who’s fol-
lowed by his wife (Pfeiffer) and then others. The
movie grows in intensity with the sensation of
invasion; Aronofsky conceived it as a kind of alle-
gory for an overrun Mother Earth.

“I have these dreams sometimes,” says Pfeiffer.
“I’m in some house and I have to be somewhere
or I have to do something and I can’t get out. I
can’t find my way out. I know there’s some disas-
ter looming ahead and I know it’s coming and
no one will listen to me. This is like a really, really
bad nightmare. It’s like your worst nightmare
and you can’t wake up from it.” After her Oscar-
nominated breakthrough role in 1989’s “The
Fabulous Baker Boys,” Pfeiffer became one of the
top actresses in Hollywood, stringing together a
varied filmography including “Dangerous Minds,”
“Batman Returns,” “The Age of Innocence” and
“What Lies Beneath.” That made her intimidating
to her younger co-star.

“It took me two days to get over her beauty,
and to go up to her and say hi,” Lawrence told
reporters at the Toronto International Film
Festival. “She’s very normal. She’s a mother. She’s
a very smart woman.” She is also a still-adventur-
ous actress who was willing to go well out of her
comfort zone for “mother!” Pfeiffer considers the
film “a real leap of faith” since she went in with
only a partial understanding of it, along with a
director whom she says would sometimes leave
the cast in the dark on the finer points of the
drama. “I went along with things I ordinarily
would never have gone along with, like having
the rehearsal process filmed,” says Pfeiffer. “And
honestly, it was thrilling. It’s exciting to, after as
many films as I’ve done over so many years, to
have a really new and unique experience.” This
story has been corrected to show that the title of
the 1989 film is “The Fabulous Baker Boys,” not
“The Famous Baker Boys.” — AP

Celebrities drum up hurricane

relief - and warn on climate

Russia’s culture minister has sought to
downplay the “hysteria” surrounding a
new film depicting the love affair

between Russia’s last czar and a ballerina,
amid arson attacks and threats against cine-
mas. Vladimir Medinsky wrote on Twitter yes-
terday that “Matilda” was just “an ordinary fea-
ture film.” The movie - which is yet to be
released - has sparked harsh criticism from
hard-line nationalists and some Orthodox
believers in Russia. Although most people
accept that the affair happened, they main-
tain its depiction in the movie has been dis-
torted and that the portrayal is vulgar.

Nicholas II  was murdered by the
Bolsheviks and canonized by the Orthodox
Church in 2000. In separate comments to the
TASS news agency yesterday, Medinsky said
that “there is nothing (in the film) insulting
either for the memory of Nicholas II or for the
history of the Russian monarchy.” He called on
Russians to “observe the law, common sense
and have respect for each other” and urged
law enforcement agencies to protect cinemas

and audiences. Russia’s largest cinema chain
announced on Tuesday that it had contacted
police about threats it had received over
“Matilda” and would not show the movie
because of safety fears.

While Medinsky said the decision by the
cinema chain operated by Formula Kino and
Cinema Park was the prerogative of its own-
ers, he said attempts to pressurize cinemas
were “pure lawlessness and censorship,” TASS
reported. Two cars were set on fire earlier this
week outside the office of the attorney for
director Alexei Uchitel and signs reading
“burn for Matilda” were reportedly found near
the scene. Last month, assailants tried to set
fire to Uchitel’s film studio. Uchitel has said
the audiences who have attended pre-release
viewings of Matilda have reacted positively to
the film, and has called on the state to ensure
the safety of cinemagoers. Matilda is set to be
released in Russia on Oct 26. — AP

Russia seeks to calm tensions
over czar love affair film

On this file photo provided by Rock Films studio German actor Lars Eidinger as the last
Russian Czar Nicholas II during the filming of Russian director Alexei Uchitel’s movie
“Matilda” in St Petersburg, Russia. — AP

File photo shows actress
Michelle Pfeiffer poses for pho-
tographers at the premiere of
the film “mother!” at the 74th
edition of the Venice Film
Festival in Venice, Italy. — AP

After a hiatus, Michelle Pfeiffer
returns in ‘mother!’
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‘Sheikh Jackson’ moonwalks
into Toronto film festival

Chinese artist Liu Bolin takes part in a performance with a “Galerie Party” set, created by designers Gaelle Gabillet et Stephane Villard, during an event to mark the 40th anniversary of the Pompidou Centre in Paris. — AFP

Maria Callas died 40 years ago but her status
as one of opera’s greatest stars remains
undiminished, with new releases of CDs

and exhibitions planned to mark the anniversary.
Here are some of the turning points in the life of
“La Divina”, drawn from archives of AFP’s reporting
on the woman whose voice and style forever
marked the world of opera.

Maria Kalogeropoulou blossoms into a diva 
On August 2, 1947, the curtain falls on the last

act of Ponchielli’s “La Gioconda” in Verona, Italy. The
standing ovation that follows hails the arrival of
Maria Callas as a new star. She was born Sophia
Cecilia Anna Maria Kalogeropoulou on December
2, 1923, in New York, her family name later short-
ened to Callas. Educated in Greece, she started per-
forming at the age of eight.  In Verona she meets
Giovanni Battista Meneghini, a wealthy industrialist
who is passionate about opera. Twenty-eight years
her senior, he becomes her impresario and then

husband in 1949. 
In 1954 she loses around 30 kilos (66 pounds)

and transforms into the ultimate diva, taking top
parts in the most well-known operas. An AFP corre-
spondent wrote at the time of her death in 1977
that Callas reminded opera that it is also theatre,
and that the “long lines of paunchy and plump
singers that come along to push out a tune on cen-
ter stage are no longer acceptable”.

The Rome scandal 
On January 2, 1958, Callas opens the Rome sea-

son with “Norma” in the presence of Italy’s presi-
dent, Giovanni Gronchi. But at the end of the first
act, she says she has lost her voice and refuses to
continue.  The temperamental diva is accused of
being capricious as there had been whistles during
one of her arias. But she insists to the media: “As
you could see, I could no longer speak.” Two weeks
later in Paris, it is a star “exhausted and worn out”
that an AFP journalist interviews in the morose

atmosphere of a private room at the famed restau-
rant Maxim’s. “I suffered a lot that evening in Rome,”
she says.

Onassis, her great love 
In 1959 Callas leaves Meneghini to embark on a

passionate nine-year affair with shipping tycoon
Aristotle Onassis. “Late at night one could see him,
with Callas, in an Athens taverna where, having tak-
en off his jacket and undone his tie, he showered
the orchestra with gold and broke, as is Greek cus-
tom, piles of plates,” AFP reported at the time.  Their
idyll ends in 1968 when Onassis leaves Callas to
marry the widowed Jackie Kennedy. 

Curtain call 
Callas turns her back on opera in 1965. On

February 20 she triumphs in “Tosca” in Paris, with
an AFP journalist describing the public’s passion for
a singer “more sensitive than ever, even if she
sometimes lacks range”.  “ The moment she
appeared in the church in the first act, in a pink
dress wrapped in a large deep-orange scarf, her
arms full of flowers, the applause was such that it
drowned out the music and the first lines were
inaudible,” the report says.

During a performance on May 29, she falls ill.
On July 5, “despite the advice of her doctor,” she
takes to the stage for the last time in London, with
Queen Elizabeth II in the audience.

A final tour 
In 1973 Callas undertakes an international tour

of recitals. In Paris, AFP wrote, “bouquets rained
onto the stage”, accompanied by standing ovations
and cries of “Viva Maria”, even if the critics were
“less enthusiastic”. “If the technique, the musicality
of the voice are not in question, the high notes are
judged as particularly painful.”

Her last breath 
Callas dies at her Paris home on September 16,

1977, aged 53, having suffered a heart attack. “I
have just seen her on her bed,” says Michel Glotz,
her former artistic director, in an AFP report. “It was
the image itself of ‘La Traviata’ as she performed it
in 1956 at Milan’s La Scala. There was not a line on
her face. It seems like she was just resting.” — AFP

Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli’s voice soars to
the rafters of the Tuscan theatre, but all
eyes are on the orchestral conductor

beside him-a-robot with an apparent pen-
chant for Verdi. The concert in the heart of
Pisa is a world first, with two mechanical
“arms” conducting live music at the grand
finale of the first International Festival of
Robotics. The Swiss-designed YuMi sweeps its
baton skywards with one hand, while the oth-
er curves around in a caress that spurs on the
strings as the operatic “La Donna E’ Mobile”
(“Woman Is Fickle) reaches its climax.

But music lovers beware: YuMi can con-
duct set pieces, but cannot improvise, react
or interact with the musicians. “I t was
extremely difficult to train,” says Andrea
Colombini,  the conductor of the Lucca
Philharmonic Orchestra which performed
with Bocelli and soprano Maria Luigia Borsi
on Tuesday. YuMi, designed by robotics
leader ABB, was taught to mimic Colombini’s
gestures. The maestro said the automaton
was far more sophisticated than its “rival”
Asimo, the white four-foot (1.2-metre) robot
designed by Honda which conducted the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra in 2008. “We’re
not talking about Asimo’s limited up-and-
down, one-arm movement... 

YuMi is extremely flexible and its arms
have the same mobility as mine,” he told AFP.
YuMi does not stand, however: It sits on a
pedestal that gives it the support it needs to
move its long arms.

‘Just an arm, not the brain’ 
It ’s not a particularly friendly looking

robot, and Colombini acknowledged that
they did not get on at first. “It was not love at
first sight. At the start I kept getting wound
up because it kept getting stuck, and when
the robot gets stuck it takes 25 to 30 minutes
to reset it,” he said. “It took a long time,” he
added: Training YuMi to perform six minutes
of music “took 17 hours of work.” Borsi looked
apprehensive as she stood in her shocking
pink concert gown, waiting for the robot to
begin directing the classic soprano aria “O
Mio Babbino Caro” (“Oh My Beloved Father”)
by Puccini. The effect is somewhat odd: the

musicians watch for the first baton stroke and
gamely follow it throughout the aria, but the
traditional vitality of a human conductor-
keeping tempo with the whole body, even
through the breathing-is missing.

Bocelli, who is visually impaired, had to
remember the tempo YuMi had been taught
down to the second. Any unprogrammed
“accelerando” or “rallentando” would have
been disastrous, as he had no way to get the
conductor to follow his lead. “There’s no way
it could replace the sensitivity and emotion of
a conductor, because a robot has no soul. It’s
just an arm, not the brain, not the heart,”
Colombini said. Later, when the conductor
himself takes to the stage, his whole body
sways and thrusts-and the difference is star-
tling. “There’s not much room unfortunately
for improvisation, you have to go with the
robot,” says American violinist Brad Repp, who
took part in the concert. “It’s a cool effect...
but there’s no way this could be the future,”
he said. — AFP

This photo shows Italian flutist Andrea Griminelli (left) and Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli
(center) as they and The Lucca Philharmonic Orchestra are conducted by robot ‘Yumi’ for
the first time at The Teatro Verdi in Pisa. — AFP photos

This photo shows musicians of The Lucca
Philharmonic Orchestra as they are con-
ducted by robot ‘Yumi’ for the first time at
The Teatro Verdi in Pisa.

Robot ‘conductor’ steals the 

show from Italy’s top tenor

A diva remembered: Key 
points in the life of Maria Callas

This file photo taken on May 16, 1964 shows American
singer Maria Callas arriving at the Opera de Paris. La Seine
Musicale displays an exhibition about Callas from
September 16.  — AFP photos

A file picture taken circa 1970’s shows Opera
soprano Maria Callas giving autographs to fans
in Paris.

This file picture taken on May 23, 1964 shows
Opera singer Maria Callas per forming in
Vincenzo Bellini’s “Norma” in Paris.

A file picture taken on January 5, 1966 of US Greek-singer soprano Maria Callas, being
applauded by the audience of the Odeon theater in Paris during the premiere of “The
Barber of Seville”, presented by the Metropolitan Opera of New York.
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