
Robot dog detects smelly feet 
A company has invented a robot dog
which faints when it detects smelly feet.
Hana-chan is the creation of the National
Institute of Technology Kitakyushu
College, in Kyushu, who have been work-
ing on it for over two years. The toy dog,
which has been made by their sister com-
pany NextTechnology, has a special sensor
inside its nose and even sprays air freshen-
er to make the bad pong fresher.
NextTechnology’s Kimika Tsuji explained
how a father’s idea came to life. He said:
“He told us his daughter had said his feet
were smelly. “But he didn’t want to know
how bad the odor was because he would
feel hurt. That’s why we developed this
cute robot.”

Police ‘severed arm’ report is false alarm 
Police were called to reports of a “severed
hand” on a motorway - but it turned out to
be plastic. Avon and Somerset Police were
alerted to the cut up body part on
Monday morning and jokingly offered “a
hand” to anyone in need after finding out
it was a false alarm. A tongue-in-cheek
tweet on the constabulary’s official page
read: “Call to say severed hand on motor-
way. Then confirmed by Highways.
Officers take a look - plastic hand!
#AnyoneNeedAHand (sic)”.

Adorable six-year-old pays 
off classmates lunch debt 

A school girl is selling lemonade to pay off
her friends’ lunch debt.  Amiah Van Hill is
just six years old, but she had the intuition
to setup the stand to make sure her fellow
pupils at Hayden Meadows Elementary
School in Idaho, are eating properly. She
told InsideEdition.com: “Every kid at
school needs lunch, so that’s my way of
helping.” Amiah started off by holding up
a “lemonade 4 lunch” signpost and man-
aged to make $40, more than enough for
youngsters who receive a reduction in
their meal price to be debt free.

Man sets Guinness World 
Record with largest bee beard 

A man has set the new Guinness World
Record for the biggest bee beard.  Juan
Carlos Noguez Ortiz has smashed the
record for the person who dared to sit still
for the longest amount of time whilst a
swarm of bees smothered his face to cre-
ate a long facial hair-looking illusion over
his body.  The Canadian male didn’t move
for nearly eighty minutes whilst the
winged animals covered his face, which
saw him gain the title.  Although Juan
works at a honeybee farm and is used to
being up close and personal with bees it
didn’t stop him from being stung.  And
footage of Juan covered in the insects has
taken the world by storm and has gone
viral on social media, the video has also
been obtained by Metro Online. 

A study proves 12 year olds are better
with technology than their parents 

A study has discovered children under 12
years old are better with technology than
their parents.  Research conducted by
Tech Will Save Us have found that almost
70 per cent of parents have noticed their
brood are a lot more tech-savvy and are
faster on all of the devices than they are.
Whilst over 30 percent of those under 12
people can program and code using
Python, Javascript, SQL or PHP, in compari-
son to 24 per cent of mothers or fathers
who have perfected the skill.  Although
children are in the know about a number
of topics, parents still worry about how
their brood will cope during their first
week of school and question whether the
youngsters are prepared enough. 

Pilot faces criticism after
taking selfies while flying plane 

A pilot was slammed after he posted a
selfie of him leaning out of the cockpit
whilst flying a plane. Instagram user
Pilotganso shared a photograph of him
flying above the Palm Islands in Dubai to
his 43,000 followers, which received more
than 15,000 likes. He captioned the pho-
to: “Its already my second hometown
#dubai Selfie (sic).” However, the unusual
image has been met with a lot of criti-
cism, and have caused people to describe
the snapshot as a fake, superimposed
image. — Bang Showbiz
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Casual denim hints at a new era
for Oscar de la Renta

(From left) Maddox Chivan Jolie-Pitt, Pax Thien Jolie-Pitt, Angelina Jolie, Vivienne Marcheline Jolie-Pitt, Knox Leon Jolie-Pitt and Shiloh Nouvel Jolie-Pitt attend the premiere of ‘First they Killed my Father’ at the Toronto
International Film Festival in Toronto, Ontario. — AFP

At a makeshift beach in landlocked
Afghanistan, children as young as eight,
wearing baggy Real Madrid and Barcelona

shirts with “Ronaldo” and “Messi” printed on the
back, joyfully kick and chase the ball. Kabul’s Ghazi
stadium was the scene of gruesome executions
under Taliban rule but today it is where Afghan
youths, the majority of whom have never seen the
sea, dream of representing their country at beach
football.

“I had no idea about beach football before I
joined this program. I have never been to a beach,”
14-year-old Mudasir Yousufzai tells AFP, head over
heels for his newfound passion.

“We have a lot of problems. We play on dust and
rocks, our goals have no net, but because I am in
love with it I still like to play,” he adds, smiling.
Yousufzai is one of dozens of youngsters taking part
in a rapidly growing scheme that was set up six
months ago to help find the brightest beach foot-
ball talent in war-torn Afghanistan. The brains
behind the project is Hazratgul Baran, who plays for
Afghanistan’s surprisingly respectable national
beach football team-ranked 10 in Asia and 52 in the

world, despite the lack of facilities and sand.
“When I first started this program people won-

dered what I was doing. They would say, ‘How can
you prepare people to play beach football when
they have no idea what a beach looks like?’,” the 28-
year-old tells AFP. But Baran has had no problems
attracting youngsters to the program. Football is
hugely popular in Afghanistan with kids playing on
dirt roads, in markets and in schools-wherever the
security situation allows. Interest in beach football
in particular has boomed since the national team
played their first international match, against Qatar,
in 2013 — a game they won against the odds.

In the beginning they were inspired by land-
locked countries like Switzerland that are doing
great internationally, says Ruhullah Rastagar, the
director of the Afghan Beach Football Committee.
“And now we are doing better than a lot of coun-
tries who have beaches. We have beaten powerful
teams such as Malaysia and China. If we have
enough support, I am sure Afghanistan’s beach
football team will be at the top of the world rank-
ings soon,” he adds.

Sun, soil, stones 
The enthusiasm shown by Afghan children for

the beautiful game came to the world’s attention
last year when six-year-old Murtaza Ahmadi
became an online hit after he was pictured wearing
an improvised Lionel Messi shirt made out of a plas-
tic bag. He later met his hero. Almost 200 boys,
many from extremely poor families, train around
three times a week at the Ghazi stadium. “Most of
our players are street kids who do not have any oth-
er chance to show their talents to the world,” says
Baran.  “I go to very remote areas of Kabul to find
these talents. If you can play on the street, you can
play on the beach,” he adds.

Baran played in the victory over Qatar.
Afterwards he signed for a Brazilian beach football
club in Sao Paulo but soon returned home, commit-
ted to developing Afghanistan’s future stars.
“Unfortunately, nobody supports us financially. But
I hope people help us so that we can continue this
program, which is very unique,” Baran says. Beach
football pitches require a specific type of sand, usu-
ally sourced from beaches and desert dunes. But at
the Ghazi ground, the kids-many of them barefoot-
play on heavier sand used for building construction,
which is mixed with soil and rocks. Rather than a
glittering ocean as a backdrop, the pitch is sur-
rounded by dried-out thorn bushes.

The laughter of the young players is a welcome
change from the ground’s sinister past, however.
During the Taliban’s rule from 1996-2001 thousands
of spectators would be called to the stadium to
watch a football match. Before kick-off or at half-
time people deemed disloyal to the regime were
often executed or mutilated in front of the crowd.
Now, as dusk falls, the exhausted, dust-covered kids
smile as they enthusiastically shake hands before
heading home, dreaming of following in Baran’s
footsteps. — AFP

No sand, no problem: Beach 
football in landlocked Afghanistan

Afghan youths play beach football at Ghazi stadium in Kabul. — AFP photos


