
FRANKFURT AM MAIN: Buffeted by scandals
and threatened by driving bans, diesel has
become the bete noire of the auto industry. But
as the second anniversary of ‘dieselgate’
approaches, is the engine of choice for millions
of European drivers really in its death throes?
“For several months now we have seen a net
drop in diesel sales in the major European mar-
kets of France and Germany,” said industry
expert Stefan Bratzel of Germany’s Center for
Automotive Management.

In Germany, diesels now account for 37.7
percent of new car sales, down from 45 per-
cent last year. In France, the share of diesel-
powered cars has dipped below the 50 per-
cent-mark for the first time since 2000, to 47.8
percent. It was on September 18, 2015, at the
height of the last Frankfurt International Motor
Show (IAA),  that diesel’s descent began, when
US regulators revealed that Volkswagen had
used cheating software to dupe emissions
tests on diesel engines.

The controversy went on to engulf a slew of
other car giants, shattering the myth of “clean
diesel” and turning off consumers. As the every-
other-year IAA readies to open its doors again
this week, uncertainty over the technology’s

future is casting a shadow over the glitzy indus-
try showcase.

Dead end   
“Dieselgate has driven diesel into a dead

end,” Ferdinand Dudenhoeffer, director of
Germany’s CAR research centre, said. “It will die a
slow death.” But other experts cautioned against
penning diesel’s obituary prematurely. Tens of
millions of diesel cars are currently on the roads,
bought in good faith before the scandal broke
out, and politicians have been at pains to stress
that drivers won’t be made to pay for the indus-
try’s misdeeds.

“You can’t expect households to replace their
cars with clean energy ones from one day to the
next,” said Euler Hermes analyst, Maxime
Lemerle. “Nobody stands to gain from an abrupt
change.” It’s no accident that diesel’s fall from
grace has been most painful in Europe. One of
diesel’s biggest selling points, that it is more
fuel-efficient than petrol, never did much to
sway drivers in the United States accustomed to
low fuel prices.

China, the world’s biggest car market, mean-
while has bet on the greener engines of the
future, and plans to set quotas for electrified

cars that would shake up the industry. But car-
makers in Europe, backed by governments des-
perate to tackle climate change, have for years
invested heavily in diesel technology, touting it
as more fuel-efficient and environmentally
friendly than petrol because of its lower carbon
dioxide emissions.

Yet ‘dieselgate’ has laid bare just how much
the industry has resorted to skirting the rules, or
outright cheating, to cover up that the technolo-
gy was spewing far more toxic nitrogen oxide
(NOx) than legally allowed. NOx gases cause
smog and have been linked to asthma, lung can-
cer and heart disease.

Clean, at a price    
The European Commission has responded

to the cheating by introducing tough new
emissions tests on September 1 that will force
carmakers to do a better job filtering the harm-
ful pollutants from diesel engines-a complex
feat that is technically doable, but costly. “We
know how to remove the pollution from a
diesel engine, we know how to make it clean...
but it comes at a price,” said Patrick Koller, chief
executive of French auto equipment supplier
Faurecia. —AFP
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LONDON: Sewage workers have found a 130-ton
ball of congealed fat-dubbed a “monster fatberg”-
clogging a Victorian-era sewer in London, utility
company Thames Water said yesterday. Engineers
expect it will take up to three-weeks to remove the
rock-solid mass of festering food fat mixed with
sanitary wipes found in drains under a major road
in Whitechapel, east London. “This fatberg is up
there with the biggest we’ve ever seen. It’s a total
monster and taking a lot of manpower and machin-
ery to remove as it’s set hard,” Matt Rimmer, Thames
Water’s head of waste, said in a statement.

“It’s basically like trying to break up concrete. It’s
frustrating as these situations are totally avoidable
and caused by fat, oil and grease being washed
down sinks and wipes flushed down the loo,” he

added. Images show that the sewer totally blocked
by the 250-metre long fatberg. An eight-member
crew is removing an average of 20 to 30 tons a day,
the statement explained, using high-powered jet
hoses to break up the mass which is then sucked
out into tankers.

Weighing the same as 11 double decker buses,
the fatberg easily eclipses the one found in 2013 in
Kingston, southwest London. Described at the time
as Britain’s biggest ever fatberg, it weighed 15 tons
and took ten days to clear up. Thames Water clears
up an average of three fat related blockages and
five blockages caused by items including wet wipes
every hour from its sewers in London and the
Thames Valley. It costs the company around £1 mil-
lion a month to do so. —AFP 

130-ton monster fatberg

clogs London sewer

BEIJING: Tesla cars charge at a Tesla charging station outside a shopping mall in Beijing. —AFP

Two years after ‘dieselgate’, 

can diesel be saved?
Dieselgate drives diesel into a dead end

LONDON: This file photo shows a Thames Water sewer supervisor working in the intersection of the
Regent Street and Victoria sewer in London. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Climate change is threat-
ening the Latin American zones most
favorable for growing coffee, according to
a study out Monday that warns seed pro-
duction could drop by nearly 90 percent by
2050. The study suggests high quality cof-
fees are most at risk-with Arabica coffee
unable to withstand even slight fluctua-
tions in temperature, humidity and sun-
light. Robusta coffee, mostly grown in
Africa to be made into instant coffee, is
slightly more resistant.

“Coffee is one of the most valuable com-
modities on Earth, and needs a suitable cli-
mate and pollinating bees to produce well,”
said study co-author Taylor Ricketts, direc-
tor of the University of Vermont’s Gund
Institute for Environment. “This is the first
study to show how both will likely change
under global warming-in ways that will hit
coffee producers hard.”

During the study, published in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences of the United States of America
(PNAS), researchers estimated changes in

Arabica coffee distribution in Latin America
among 39 species of pollinating bees. They
concluded a temperature increase of over
3.6 degrees Fahrenheit by 2050 will reduce
seed production by between 73 and 88
percent in locations best known for coffee
production today. A fall in the bee popula-
tion of eight to 18 percent will also con-
tribute to this decline.

The largest production losses are
expected in Honduras, Nicaragua and
Venezuela. But it’s not all bad news-as
researchers suggested bee population and
diversity in other areas is in fact likely to
increase. This would contribute to a favor-
able coffee-growing environment in the
likes of Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala
and Mexico, where temperatures in moun-
tainous regions are expected to be more
suitable. The study also highlights the
importance of tropical forests for bees and
other key pollinators.  Around 91 percent
of Latin America’s most fertile areas for cof-
fee production are currently less than 1.2
miles from a rainforest. —AFP 
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SYDNEY: A baby great white shark that
stunned onlookers when it washed up
on a popular Sydney beach was
released back into the ocean yesterday
after spending the night in an aquari-
um. The thrashing 1.5-metre animal,
nicknamed “Fluffy” by marine experts,
came ashore at busy Manly beach on
Monday. “When you see a real-life shark,
it’s scary,” Dan Korocz, who was at the
beach with his young family, told the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
“I’ve got a four-year-old and a two-year-
old and we went down to the water’s

edge and then it  came in.” Several
attempts were made to immediately
return the injured shark to the sea by
staff from the nearby Manly Sea Life
Sanctuary, but it kept coming back to
land. The Sea Life team then put the
creature in a sling and carried it to a
nearby rockpool-attracting crowds of
curious onlookers-while they worked
out what to do. They later took the
shark to the sanctuary, where its health
was assessed and it made a good recov-
ery overnight, said the centre’s senior
aquarist Robbie McCracken. —AFP 
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