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LIMA: Mayor of Paris Anne Hidalgo (L) and Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti pose for pictures ahead of an International Olympic Committee (IOC) session on Monday in Lima. For the first time in history, the Olympics will confirm
two Summer Games host cities at the same time today, when Paris is handed hosting rights for 2024 and Los Angeles wins 2028. — AFP 

LIMA: The International Olympic Committee will crown
Paris and Los Angeles as hosts for the 2024 and 2028
Olympics here yesterday, delivering a welcome feel-good
factor amid a gathering storm of corruption allegations.

For the first time since the awarding of the 1984
Olympics, when only one city was in the race, the tradi-
tional frenzy of last-minute lobbying, politicking and
schmoozing will be strikingly absent in Lima.

In a historic move, the IOC brokered an agreement
that will see Paris handed the 2024 Games with Los
Angeles awarded 2028, an outcome that all sides are
declaring as victory in a “win-win-win” deal.

IOC members will ratify the agreement following 25-
minute presentations by Paris and Los Angeles, the last
two cities left in the race for the 2024 Olympics. “It’s a big
win and we are here to really enjoy it,” said Paris 2024 bid
co-chief Tony Estanguet, reflecting the triumphant mood
amongst the French delegation as today’s vote neared.

Los Angeles 2028 officials meanwhile insisted they are
satisfied with the deal which means the Californian city
will have to wait 11 more years before it stages the

Olympics for a third time.
The city will receive roughly $100 million more than

Paris in IOC funding for the games, a financial sweetener
that delivers “a frankly much better economic result”,
according to 2028 bid chief Casey Wasserman. “We think
the result is extraordinary,” Wasserman told AFP. “We’ll be
celebrating on Wednesday night and through the week-
end in LA for sure.”

IOC chief President Thomas Bach, the driving force
behind the double award, described the candidacies of
Paris and Los Angeles as a “golden opportunity.” “For the
IOC it would have been a huge mistake not seize this
golden opportunity,” Bach said Monday. Today’s vote
marks the conclusion of a mostly good-natured bidding
campaign notable for the number of cities who withdrew
from the race citing waning public support and concerns
over budget.

‘TOO MANY LOSERS’ 
Hamburg, Rome, Budapest and Boston all fell by the

wayside during the competition, reflecting the political

difficulties in persuading voters that staging the
Olympics is worth the multi-billion-dollar price tag.

IOC chief Bach first signalled publicly that the double-
award of an Olympics could be on the agenda in
December last year, lamenting that the bidding process
produced “too many losers.” As the bidding battle for
2024 unfolded, and as the field thinned to leave Los
Angeles and Paris as the last bids standing, the IOC’s
determination to lock in two high-quality cities for the
next two summer games became apparent.

Los Angeles and Paris, whose bids emphasise a high-
level of venue readiness, both wowed the IOC’s
Evaluation Commission during back-to-back visits in May.
In July, the IOC announced it would award the staging
rights for the 2024 and 2028 Olympics at the same meet-
ing in Lima.

The drama-free conclusion also guarantees the IOC
will not have to confront the explosive fall-out from the
vote for the 2016 Olympics, which detonated spectacu-
larly last week when investigators in Brazil swooped on
the country’s Olympics chief Carlos Nuzman.

Nuzman stands accused of plotting to bribe IOC mem-
bers into awarding Rio de Janeiro the 2016 Games at a
2009 vote in Copenhagen.

Former IOC member Nuzman was taken in for ques-
tioning with his passport confiscated and a search of his
house unearthing around $150,000 worth in cash in vari-
ous currencies. Brazilian police later said they are prob-
ing “an international corruption scheme” aimed at “the
buying of votes for the election of (Rio) by the
International Olympic Committee as the venue for the
2016 Olympics.”

The charges swirling around Rio’s bid revive memories
of the Salt Lake City bribery scandal, which led to 20 IOC
members being either kicked out of the Olympics’ ruling
body or pleading guilty to accepting bribes for votes.

French investigators meanwhile have already
announced they are investigating the 2013 vote in
Buenos Aires which awarded the 2020 Olympics to
Tokyo, following reports of secret payments into a
Singapore-based bank account linked to the son of dis-
graced former world athletics chief Lamine Diack. — AFP

IOC readies to crown Paris, Los Angeles

JOHANNESBURG: The South African
Football  Association won’t appeal
against FIFA’s unprecedented decision
to strip it of a victory in World Cup quali-
fying and order a replay because of
match-fixing by the referee, the federa-
tion said yesterday.

SAFA announced it would not appeal
the order that annulled South Africa’s 2-1
win over Senegal last November, but
said that its “rights to sue for damages
remain open.” That raised the possibility
that SAFA might seek compensation
from FIFA, which it believes should take
responsibility for the referee, who was
appointed by FIFA’s referees committee
despite some suspicious performances.

“ Why didn’t FIFA do an integrity
check on the referee since they have
these mechanisms?” SAFA senior legal
counsel Norman Arendse said. FIFA’s
decision on the South Africa-Senegal
qualifier was the first time the world
body ordered a game to be played again
because of match-fixing.

FIFA banned Ghanaian referee Joseph
Lamptey for life after he awarded South
Africa a penalty for a non-existent hand-
ball against a Senegal defender. South
Africa scored from the penalty and went
on to win the qualifier 2-1.

FIFA found neither  team was

involved in the fixing, and the referee
was likely manipulating the match for
illegal betting rings. Lamptey had pre-
viously been under scrutiny and was
suspended by the Confederation of
African Football for allowing a crucial
goal from a clear handball to stand in
an African Champions League semifinal
match in 2010.

The fact that he was still appointed by
FIFA’s referees committee for the World
Cup qualifier is one of two major gripes
for South Africa. The other is that SAFA
was never invited to make any represen-
tation in the process by FIFA, which ulti-
mately ended up in a decision that
adversely affected South Africa.

South Africa now has little chance of
reaching the World Cup in Russia next
year. FIFA’s unprecedented decision to
order a replay because of fixing must be
confirmed by its organizing committee
for competitions at a meeting on
Thursday. It should be rubber-stamped,
with no opposition now from SAFA.

“SAFA has decided on ethical and
moral grounds that if this match was
manipulated, we should replay it,” the
South African federation said. The game
will be replayed in November, likely after
all the other qualifiers in the group are
completed. — AP

S Africa accepts decision to 
replay World Cup qualifier

TOKYO:  Japan’s Kimiko Date, the grande
dame of women’s tennis, bowed out of the
sport after being thrashed 6-0, 6-0 by
Aleksandra Krunic at the Japan Women’s Open
yesterday.  The former world number four,
who turns 47 later this month, was simply no
match for a Serbian opponent who at 24 is
young enough to be Date’s daughter.  Krunic
took just 49 minutes to inflict the dreaded
“double bagel” on Date in a lop-sided first
round encounter in Tokyo.

Date tried gamely to mix up her shots in the
second set but to no avail as Krunic, ranked
67th in the world, blasted winners past her at
will.  Krunic continued to swing away from the
baseline and put the former Wimbledon semi-
finalist out of her misery with a huge forehand
which Date could only dump into the net.

“It’s finally over,” a tearful Date told fans,
many of whom were sobbing themselves. “I
feel sad mostly I guess but also really grateful
for what tennis has given me,” said the eight-
time WTA Tour singles champion, who took a
12-year hiatus from professional tennis after
quitting at the peak of her powers in 1996.

Date, a wiry 1.63 metres (5ft 4in), under-
went two knee surgeries since appearing at
the 2016 Australian Open, but defied the odds
to return to action in May this year. The Kyoto
native, presented with flowers and a trophy in
an emotional ceremony after the match, has

also been nursing a sore shoulder and it
showed against Krunic.

“A lot of things were going through my
head this morning but during the match I was
just trying everything I could to win a game,”
said Date after taking just 13 points off her
opponent. “I just didn’t have it physically. It
feels strange to be retired but I have to accept
it. At the end I was relieved I hadn’t made my
shoulder worse.”

‘NERVOUS WRECK’ 
Date, whose game is a throwback to a time

when tennis was more about lobs, dinks and
clever use of spin than power-hitting, showed
brief glimpses of her former pomp. After
warming up to Donna Summer’s “Hot Stuff”,
Date was anything but and lacked the power
to trouble Krunic, who after embracing Date
told her she had started the match as a nerv-
ous wreck.

“I want to apologise,” she said after complet-
ing the whitewash. “I don’t like that I had to be
the one but Kimiko has had a great career.  “I
was a mess at the beginning,” added Krunic,
who next faces American Alison Riske.

“When I go back to the locker room, I’ll
probably cry.” Date broke several tennis
records, most notably at the Korea Open in
2009 when she became the second-oldest
player in the modern era-after Billie Jean King-

to win a WTA singles title.
Despite playing on until the ripe old age of

46, Date still fell some way short of her idol
Martina Navratilova, who retired a month shy
of her 50th birthday in 2006. Date insisted she
had no desire to become a coach in the future.

“No, I’m definitely not cut out for that,” she
laughed. “But I don’t feel like I did when I first
retired and didn’t want to go near a tennis
court again. I’ll stick to just watching.”  — AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s Kimiko Date returns a shot
against Serbian Aleksandra Krunic in the
first round of the Japan Women’s Open ten-
nis tournament in Tokyo yesterday.  — AFP 

Japan’s Date bows out in 
tears after ‘double bagel’


