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LIMA: International Olympic Committee President
Thomas Bach defended his organisation’s handling of cor-
ruption allegations on Monday, insisting the movement
could never make itself immune from scandal. The IOC,
which is gathering in Lima to award the 2024 and 2028
Olympics to Paris and Los Angeles today, has been rocked
by allegations of graft in the race for the 2016 Olympics.

Top Brazilian official Carlos Nuzman was arrested
by police last week, accused of involvement in a scam
to funnel cash to IOC members taking part in a 2009
vote in Copenhagen to decide the 2016 Games, even-
tually won by Rio.

It followed earlier revelations in France about a simi-
lar plot involving the 2013 vote in Buenos Aires which
awarded the 2020 games to Tokyo. In the Brazilian case,
a whistleblower told the New York Times he had warned

the IOC about Nuzman’s activities repeatedly in the
years leading to his arrest.

However Bach stressed on Monday that the IOC had
acted promptly to deal with allegations as they
emerged. “Credibility for us is extremely important,”
Bach said. “We have taken a series of measures with
regard to good governance. We have changed the can-
didature procedure. This does not make us immune. 

“No organisation in the world is immune. No law is so
perfect that it cannot be broken. There are laws against
fraud and theft for centuries and they are still being bro-
ken. It does not make us immune. “But we feel have
done what we can do.”

‘WE WILL ACT’ 
Bach said lawyers for the IOC’s Ethics Commission

had contacted Brazilian authorities hoping to obtain fur-
ther details about the Nuzman case.

“We are following up on everything that has been
provided or will be provided by the judicial authorities,”
he said. “Once evidence is there we will act and we will
be in a position to make recommendations in this
respect.” In response to letters sent to the IOC regarding
Nuzman by former Brazilian sports official Eric Maleson,
Bach insisted they had been dealt with properly.

“If there had been any evidence they would have fol-
lowed it up,” Bach said.  “There are allegations concern-
ing Mr Nuzman, as far as we know he is not even
charged yet.”

Bach meanwhile was elusive when he was asked to
give his assessment of how the IOC’s image had been
tarnished by the various corruption allegations.

“Everybody has his own judgement of the image of
somebody,” he said. “You may like somebody your friend
does not like, and you may have an image of somebody
that your friend does not like. What are you asking me?
My personal judgement? My response would be this is
not my call to speak about the IOC’s image because it’s
in the eyes of everybody.

“No one wants to have credibility issues in his or her
organisation. But we have to be realistic-no organisation
in the world is immune to credibility issues.” Bach mean-
while said the IOC had agreed to set up a $1 million fund
to provide relief to member nations, mostly in the
Caribbean, hit by Hurricane Irma. “We will assess the
damages with regard to sports and sports infrastructure
and if this leads to more we will reassess this amount of
$1 million,” he told reporters. — AFP

Olympic chief defends handling of corruption case
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CLEVELAND: Unrelenting and unbeatable at the
moment, the Cleveland Indians refuse to lose. With
their latest overpowering win, they extended
baseball’s longest winning streak since 2002 to 19
games with an 11-0 blowout of the Detroit Tigers
on Monday night to move closer to a record that
has stood for 101 years. Francisco Lindor tripled
home three runs off rookie Myles Jaye (0-1) in the
second inning, and the Indians, who haven’t lost
since Aug. 23, added another blowout to their
growing list of lopsided conquests. The defending
AL champions aren’t just rolling, they’re steam-
rolling opponents, outscoring them 132-32 during
a stretch that includes six shutouts.  Carlos
Carrasco (15-6) struck out nine in six innings,
Lindor had four RBIs and Jose Ramirez hit a two-
run homer as the Indians lowered their magic
number to clinch the Central to six.

YANKEES 5, RAYS 1
In the start of a series moved from Florida to Citi

Field because of Hurricane Irma, Todd Frazier capi-
talized on Trevor Plouffe’s two-out error with a

three-run homer in a five-run fourth inning that led
New York over Tampa Bay. Jacoby Ellsbury broke
Pete Rose’s major league record by reaching base
on catcher’s interference for the 30th time, and
David Robertson (8-2) pitched a career-high 2 2/3
innings in relief of CC Sabathia, removed with two
on and one out in the fifth. Ellsbury was struck by
Jake Odorizzi (8-8). Opening a stretch that has 17 of
their final 20 games in New York, the Yankees
closed within three games of Boston in the AL East
and opened a four-game lead over Minnesota for
the top AL wild card. The Rays dropped four games
behind the Twins with 17 remaining.

RANGERS 5, MARINERS 3
Delino DeShields homered after taking a

speedier trip around the bases for an earlier run as
Texas beat Seattle in the opener of a four-game
series matching teams still hoping to get an AL
wild card. Cole Hamels (10-3) struck out seven in
six innings to win for the first time in his last four
starts. DeShields reached on a one-out bunt single
in the second, when he was initially called out

before a replay challenge overturned the call.
DeShields then raced home from first on Shin-Soo
Choo’s two-run double that made it 4-1, running
through a stop sign from fill-in third-base coach
Jason Wood and scoring on a nifty headfirst slide.
Two innings later, DeShields hit his fifth homer.
Alex Claudio worked a perfect ninth to get his
eighth save in 12 chances. Mariners starter Ariel
Miranda (8-7) allowed gave up six hits and walked
three in only 1 2-3 innings.

BLUE JAYS 4, ORIOLES 3
Ryan Goins hit a solo home run, Marco Estrada

won his third straight decision and Toronto beat
slumping Baltimore. Darwin Barney had two hits
and an RBI as the Blue Jays won their third straight
and handed the Orioles their fifth consecutive
defeat. Mark Trumbo hit a solo homer for
Baltimore, which entered three games back in the
AL wild-card race. Estrada (8-8) allowed two runs
and four hits in five innings. Dominic Leone
pitched around a leadoff single in the ninth to earn
his first career save. Ubaldo Jimenez (5-10) is win-
less in six starts.

PIRATES 7, BREWERS 0
Steven Brault and four relievers combined on a

three-hitter to lift Pittsburgh over Milwaukee.
Milwaukee didn’t get a runner past first base
against the Pirates and fell 21/2 games behind
Chicago in the NL Central after outscoring the
Cubs 20-3 in a three-game sweep at Wrigley Field
over the weekend. Brault (1-0), making his second
start of the season, only allowed a fourth-inning
walk to Ryan Braun and a fifth-inning leadoff sin-
gle to Jesus Aguilar.  He struck out six in six
innings for his first major-league win. Milwaukee
rookie Brandon Woodruff (1-2), allowed six runs
on seven hits and a walk in five innings. 

WHITE SOX 11, ROYALS 3
Jose Abreu had four hits, Adam Engel hit a

three-run homer and the White Sox pounded the
Royals. Abreu, who hit for the cycle Saturday and
had two home runs Sunday, drove in two and
scored once while raising his average to .306. He
was a homer shy of another cycle. 

Engel went deep off Brandon Maurer during a
six-run sixth. Yolmer Sanchez, Yoan Moncada and
Abreu, the first three White Sox hitters, combined
to go 9 for 16 with six runs and four RBIs. Moncada
had his first career three-hit game. Reynaldo Lopez
(1-3) gave up three runs and eight hits in six-plus
innings to pick up his first victory since Sept. 29,
2016. Royals starter Jason Hammel (8-11) was
pulled after giving up five runs in 3 1/3 innings.

ROCKIES 5, DIAMONDBACKS 4
Nolan Arenado’s tie-breaking three-run home

run in the eighth inning powered the Rockies to a
win over the Diamondbacks. The Rockies took the
first game of a key four-game series between the
National League wild-card leader, Arizona, and sec-
ond-place Colorado. 

The Rockies moved four games behind the
Diamondbacks and 3 1/2 ahead of St. Louis for the
second wild card slot. Arenado drove in four runs
with a double and his 33rd home run of the season,
and the Rockies won their seventh straight road
game and fifth overall. Left-hander Tyler Anderson,
activated from the 60-day disabled list on Sunday,
pitched four scoreless innings in relief for the victo-
ry. Anderson (4-5) allowed a hit with four strike-
outs. The Rockies’ winning rally started with two
outs in the eighth. D.J. LeMahieu tripled over the
top of an extreme defensive shift toward right field
and Carlos Gonzalez walked against Diamondbacks
reliever Jake Barrett (1-1). — AP

PHOENIX: Nolan Arenado #28 of the Colorado Rockies hits a three run home run off of Jake Barrett #33 of the Arizona Diamondbacks during the
eighth inning at Chase Field on Monday in Phoenix, Arizona. — AFP

Indians extend win streak to 
19 with victory over Detroit

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 81 62 .566 -
NY Yankees 78 65 .545 3
Baltimore 71 73 .493 10.5
Tampa Bay 71 74 .490 11
Toronto 67 77 .465 14.5

Central Division
Cleveland 88 56 .611 -
Minnesota 74 69 .517 13.5
Kansas City 71 72 .497 16.5
Detroit 60 83 .420 27.5
Chicago W Sox 57 86 .399 30.5

Western Division
Houston 86 57 .601 -
LA Angels 73 70 .510 13
Texas 72 71 .503 14
Seattle 71 73 .493 15.5
Oakland 63 80 .441 23

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 88 55 .615 -
Miami 68 75 .476 20
Atlanta 64 78 .451 23.5
NY Mets 63 80 .441 25
Philadelphia 54 89 .378 34

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 77 66 .538 -
St. Louis 75 68 .524 2
Milwaukee 75 69 .521 2.5
Pittsburgh 68 77 .469 10
Cincinnati 62 82 .431 15.5

Western Division
LA Dodgers 92 52 .639 -
Arizona 83 61 .576 9
Colorado 79 65 .549 13
San Diego 65 79 .451 27
San Francisco 57 89 .390 36

MLB results/standings
San Francisco 8, LA Dodgers 6; Colorado 5, Arizona 4; Chicago White Sox 11, Kansas City 3; Texas
5, Seattle 3; Pittsburgh 7, Milwaukee 0; Cleveland 11 Detroit 0; NY Yankees 5, Tampa Bay 1;
Toronto 4, Baltimore 3.

NEW DELHI: Former skipper Michael
Clarke said yesterday the Australians
would likely upstage hosts India in the
upcoming one-day series thanks to their
stints with the Indian Premier League.
The Steve Smith-led side, which lost the
Test series 2-1 to India earlier this year,
will  play five ODIs, with the first in
Chennai on Sunday.

Smith captained the Pune franchise in
the last edition of the cash-rich IPL,
arguably the world’s most popular
Twenty20 tournament. Players like David
Warner, Aaron Finch, Glenn Maxwell and
Pat Cummins have had successful IPL
stints and Clarke said the team should
have no excuses in the shorter format.

“It’s not just the wicket you are batting
on or the ground you are playing, it’s the
heat, the food you eat, the hotel your are
staying at,” Clarke told reporters. “(With)
these players now being involved in the
IPL, India is like a second home because
you spend so much time here.

“Yes, it ’s a shame we don’t have
Mitchell Starc or Josh Hazlewood avail-
able unfortunately due to injury. Those
two will be missed. “But this Australian
team has no excuses. They know the con-
ditions really well... and this is a massive
series for us,” he said, predicting a 3-2 win
for the visitors.

Clarke saw a “carrot right there” for the
Australians, who will topple South Africa
from top spot in the ODI table if they
beat India 4-1. The cricketer turned com-
mentator also praised Virat Kohli’s fear-

less captaincy that has helped India
dominate with their aggressive
approach.

India not only regained their number
one Test spot under Kohli last year but
recently blanked hosts Sri Lanka 9-0 across
all three formats. “I think this team has cer-
tainly got that aggression in them... they
are led by an aggressive captain. Seems to
me that Virat is not scared to lose and
that’s a great advantage,” said Clarke.

Indian batting great VVS Laxman,
who was also present at the event, said
he did not foresee any controversy in
the ODI series. In the Test series Kohli
had expressed his displeasure after
Smith looked up to his dressing room
while deciding whether to review his
lbw dismissal in the Bangalore match,
and a war of words erupted between
the two captains.

“They are not only two modern-day
captains but two modern-day greats. In
such a short span of time the impact
these two players have had on interna-
tional cricket is just amazing,” said
Laxman, who made a match-winning
281 against Australia in the epic 2001
Kolkata Test.

“And I think when you are playing
international cricket it’s not necessary to
be friendly on field... I am sure both will
go all out and be aggressive and win the
matches for their team... They are both
trendsetters according to me,” he said.
Laxman picked India to win with a 4-1
scoreline. — AFP

Aussies will have advantage 
in India: Michael Clarke

NEW DELHI: Former cricketers VVS Laxman (L) of India and Michael Clarke of
Australia interact with the media ahead of the India-Australia cricket series starting
September 17, in New Delhi yesterday. — AFP

BELFAST: The recall of Chris Gayle to the
West Indies ODI squad, for the first time
since the 2015 World Cup, has dominated
the countdown to the upcoming five-
match series against England.  But Gayle-
one of the biggest draws in the game-is
likely to make his first appearance against
Ireland on Wednesday.

Gayle arrived with the 15-man squad in
Northern Ireland on Monday after the West
Indies board announced an amnesty which
has also seen the return of Marlon Samuels
and Jerome Taylor.

Previously players had to be available
for the corresponding domestic tourna-
ment before being selected for limited-
overs internationals or Test cricket.

Samuels last played in October 2016,
but was dropped for the tri-series against
Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe the following
month, but while Gayle played in the one-
off T20 game against India in July, his next
ODI will be his first since the 2015 World
Cup. Taylor’s last ODI was in July 2016. “The
panel welcomes back Chris Gayle and
Marlon Samuels, who will both add value
to our batting and help with the nurturing
of the young batsmen in the team,” said
chairman of selectors Courtney Browne.  

The selectors will also hope the experi-
enced pair-Samuels is 36 and Gayle cele-
brates his 38th birthday on the day of the
second ODI against England next week-can
help West Indies qualify for the next World
Cup. But unless they beat Ireland and then
win four of the five games against England
they will find themselves in the qualifying
tournament next March, along with Ireland,
Afghanistan and hosts Zimbabwe.  Only
two qualifiers will join the top eight in the

rankings at the end of this month at the
2019 finals in England.

FANS HAPPY
After his selection, Gayle confirmed he

wanted to play in the finals.  “The fans were
happy to see me back on the field represent-
ing West Indies,” said Gayle. “Hopefully, things
can get better. Hopefully I can play a few more
games. “I definitely want to play the 2019 World
Cup. “Things are beginning to open up a little
more now between players and the board. It’s
looking good, and we’ve to try and build from
this to get the best players out on the field.”

Only six of the Test squad that has just
completed the three-match series in England
are staying on for the white-ball action -
which also includes a one-off T20 against
England on Saturday - but Roston Chase is
the only player dropped from the squad that
lost 3-1 to India in the home series in July.  If
the weather allows-and the West Indies
arrived in Belfast in rain and more is forecast
for the next 48 hours-they should gain a
morale-boosting win against the newest Full
Member, who have failed to win any of their
last nine games. It is also the beginning of
the end of John Bracewell’s two-year reign as
Ireland coach. The New Zealander steps
down in December and will be succeeded by
former South Africa and Sri Lanka coach
Graham Ford, who was appointed on a
three-year contract last week.

Ford will not be at the match but the play-
ers know their performances will be scruti-
nized by the new coach and, with the likeli-
hood of facing West Indies in the World Cup
qualifiers, long-serving captain William
Porterfield, who has a virtual full-strength side,
said: “We want to lay down a marker.” — AFP

W Indies look to recalled 
Gayle for ODI inspiration

LAHORE: Pakistani spectators cheer as they watch the first Twenty20 international match
between the World XI and Pakistan at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium in Lahore yesterday. — AFP


