
LONDON: Four-times Tour de France winner Chris Froome will follow up his first
Vuelta a Espana victory by competing in the team and individual time trials at the
road world championships starting in Norway at the weekend. British Cycling head
coach Iain Dyer said in a statement yesterday that the 32-year-old would take one
of Britain’s two places for the individual time trial. Dyer added that he expected the
31 kilometre course in Bergen, with a 3.4km climb up Mount Floyen to the finish, to
play to the rider’s strengths. Froome had said after becoming the first
Briton to win the Vuelta last weekend, and also the third man to com-
plete a Tour-Vuelta double in the same year, that he aimed to compete
for Sky in Sunday’s team time trial and then “it’s probably time for me
to put my feet up”. The men’s elite individual time trial is on the fol-
lowing Wednesday. Froome, who will not take part in the road race in
Bergen, won the Olympic time trial bronze at last year’s Games in Rio
de Janeiro. Mark Cavendish, the 2011 road race champion who broke
his shoulder during the Tour de France in July, and Geraint Thomas,
also injured in the Tour, will be absent after withdrawing
from selection. — Reuters

S PORTS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2017

JOHANNESBURG: A shoulder injury has ruled Springboks flanker Jaco
Kriel out of a Rugby Championship Test in New Zealand Saturday, South
African Rugby announced yesterday. SA Rugby said in a statement that
the 28-year-old suffered a shoulder tear during a 23-23 draw with
Australia in Perth last Saturday.  No replacement will be called up for
the All Blacks Test and Jean-Luc du Preez is likely to be promoted from
the bench to form the back row with Siya Kolisi and No. 8 Uzair Cassiem.
Coach Allister Coetzee will have to make at least one other change to
the pack that started against the Wallabies as tighthead prop Coenie
Oosthuizen broke an arm during that match. Trevor Nyakane is the
probable starter in the No. 3 shirt with Ruan Dreyer and mid-tour squad
addition Wilco Louw the options for a place on the bench as front-row
cover. Title-holders and world champions New Zealand have 14 points,
South Africa 11, Australia three and Argentina none halfway through
the six-round competition. — AFP
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LONDON: British and Irish Lions captain Sam Warburton is set to miss the first
four months of the European season following the recurrence of a neck injury, it
was announced yesterday. The statement from the Cardiff Blues, the Wales
flanker’s club, means Warburton will miss Wales’s end of year home Tests
against Australia, Georgia, New Zealand and South Africa. The Blues said that
Warburton had “exacerbated” the injury in training this week. Warburton, 28,

had yet to make his first appearance of the season after a post-
Lions break before returning to training, having led the com-
bined British and Irish Lions side to a drawn series away to

New Zealand, the reigning world champions.  “Sam
Warburton will undergo surgery following a recurrence of a
long-standing neck injury,” Cardiff said. “The Cardiff Blues

flanker, who led the British and Irish Lions to a drawn Test
series with New Zealand in the summer, exacerbated the
injury in training this week. “He has undergone scans and has
been reviewed by a consultant, who confirmed the manage-

ment plan. — AFP
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DENVER: Denver Broncos inside linebacker Corey Nelson (52) tackles Los Angeles Chargers running back Austin Ekeler (30) during the second half of an NFL football game, Monday, in Denver. — AP

DENVER: The rookie head coach iced the rookie
kicker. Shelby Harris got a hand on Younghoe
Koo’s 44-yard game-tying field goal try with a
second left and the Denver Broncos began the
Vance Joseph era with a 24-21 win over the Los
Angeles Chargers on Monday night. “It was a lit-
tle too exciting,” Von Miller said after presenting
Joseph with the game ball in the jubilant locker
room. “But a win is a win.” Koo nailed the kick
moments earlier, but Joseph had called a time-
out to ice the kicker.

“I had two timeouts and I wasn’t going to
leave with those in my pocket,” Joseph said.
Derek Wolfe had bull-rushed the first field goal
and told Harris, a third-year journeyman who
made the team largely because of a rash of
injuries along the D-line, that he’d get a chance
to slice through this time because the guard
would lean his way. Sure enough, Harris got his
right hand on the ball, which frittered short of
the end zone as the Chargers looked on in dis-
may and the Broncos dog-piled Harris. 

“It’s too bad because Koo drilled the first one,”
Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers said. “And
they called timeout and I think he drilled the sec-
ond one, too. At least, that’s what it looked like

to me because it was going right down the mid-
dle. And I think if we get to OT, we would have
finished it off, but we didn’t get that chance.”
Harris got the start only because Jared Crick and
Zach Kerr were out with injuries.

The ending was reminiscent of last year’s
opener in Denver, when the Broncos escaped
with a 21-20 win over the Carolina Panthers in a
Super Bowl 50 reunion when Graham Gano
missed a 50-yard field goal with 4 seconds left.
Denver took a 24-7 lead into the fourth quarter
in this opener and the Broncos were feeling pret-
ty good. And why not? The Chargers were 1-155
in their history when trailing by 17 or more in
the fourth quarter and Denver was 175-0-1 with
a fourth-quarter lead of 17 or more.

Then came a nightmarish eight-minute
stretch in which they had two turnovers that
were converted into touchdowns, a missed field
goal and a punt. “The game was in firm control
for about three quarters and we felt good but
you turn the ball over twice on the short side of
the 50, it’s going to be a problem with Philip
Rivers,” Joseph said. Before those fourth-quarter
foibles, Trevor Siemian threw two TD passes to
Bennie Fowler and ran for another score. 

The Broncos held Rivers to 115 yards passing
through three quarters but let him engineer a
comeback when Siemian threw an interception
and Jamaal Charles fumbled on plays that were
upheld despite video evidence that had the
crowd of 76,324 convinced they should have
been overturned.

Rivers threw touchdown passes to Keenan
Allen and Travis Benjamin following the take-
aways to make it 24-21. Back-to-back sacks of
Siemian set up a 50-yard field goal try that
McManus pushed wide right, giving L.A. the ball
at its 40-yard line trailing by three. But Koo’s miss
loomed larger in the final seconds.

VIKINGS 29, SAINTS 19
Sam Bradford threw for 346 yards and three

touchdowns, and the Minnesota Vikings spoiled
Adrian Peterson’s return with a 29-19 win against
the New Orleans Saints on Monday night.
Vikings wide receiver Stefon Diggs made two
touchdown receptions in the first half. Bradford
completed 27 of 32 passes with no turnovers.
Adam Thielen caught nine passes for 157 yards,
and tight end Kyle Rudolph added a touchdown
reception for Minnesota (1-0). — Agencies

Broncos block late FG, beat Chargers 24-21 

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT
Buffalo 1 0 0 0 21 12 1.000
Miami 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
NY Jets 0 1 0 0 12 21 0
New England 0 1 0 0 27 42 0

AFC North
Pittsburgh 1 0 0 0 21 18 1.000
Baltimore 1 0 0 0 20 0 1.000
Cleveland 0 1 0 0 18 21 0
Cincinnati 0 1 0 0 0 20 0

AFC South
Jacksonville 1 0 0 0 29 7 1.000
Tennessee 0 1 0 0 16 26 0
Indianapolis 0 1 0 0 9 46 0
Houston 0 1 0 0 7 29 0

AFC West
Oakland 1 0 0 0 26 16 1.000
Kansas City 1 0 0 0 42 27 1.000
Denver 1 0 0 0 24 21 1.000
LA Chargers0 1 0 0 21 24 0

National Football Conference
NFC East

Philadelphia1 0 0 0 30 17 1.000
Dallas 1 0 0 0 19 3 1.000
Washington 0 1 0 0 17 30 0
NY Giants 0 1 0 0 3 19 0

NFC North
Minnesota 1 0 0 0 29 19 1.000
Green Bay 1 0 0 0 17 9 1.000
Detroit 1 0 0 0 35 23 1.000
Chicago 0 1 0 0 17 23 0

NFC South
Carolina 1 0 0 0 23 3 1.000
Atlanta 1 0 0 0 23 17 1.000
Tampa Bay 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
New Orleans 0 1 0 0 19 29 0

NFC West
LA Rams 1 0 0 0 46 9 1.000
Seattle 0 1 0 0 9 17 0
San Francisco 0 1 0 0 3 23
0
Arizona 0 1 0 0 23 35 0

NFL results/standings

Denver 24, LA Chargers 21; Minnesota 29, New Orleans 19.

NEW YORK: Phoenix and Washington don’t
have much time to rest after pulling off dou-
ble-digit comebacks to advance in the WNBA
playoffs. Both teams open the semifinals on
the road Tuesday night with the fifth-seeded
Mercury visiting No. 2 Los Angeles and the
sixth-seeded Mystics at No. 1 Minnesota. The
Mercury and Mystics needed big rallies to get
to Tuesday night. They become the seventh
and eighth teams to win on the road when
they trailed by 14 or more points according to
the Elias Sports Bureau. 

“We really didn’t change that much up at
the half,” Washington coach Mike Thibault said.
The Mystics were down by 14 to the New York
Liberty in the second quarter before Kristi
Toliver got going. She finished with a Mystics
franchise playoff record 32 points, hitting nine
3-pointers. That’s the new WNBA mark for 3s in
a postseason game. 

“I’ve never witnessed something like that,
but to be on court and be on the right side of
it was unreal,” Elena Delle Donne said. “We just
rode her wave today - she was unconscious,
but that’s her. I mean, I grew up watching her.
That was her in the national championship
game (for Maryland), so when she’s going off
like that, we just do all the other little things
and let her go.”

Phoenix faced a 17-point deficit in
Connecticut in the second quarter before rally-
ing for the win. “We called a timeout, and I
think everyone was just searching for some-

thing,” Taurasi said about being down 17.
“There comes a time in games if you are just
going to lay down or fight back and try to get
back into it. And at that moment, we said, ‘Lets’
just go back, take each possession, and try to
do our best.’ And we did that.” Here’s a look at a
few other tidbits from those two series.

WELCOME BACK WHALEN
Lindsay Whalen missed the final 12 games

of the regular season with a broken left hand,
but a bye to the semifinals ensured she will be
back in time for the playoffs. Surely there will
be some rust, but just having her back will
help the Lynx, who are in search of their fourth
title in the past seven years.

The Lynx will play their playoff games at
the University of Minnesota because of
scheduling conflicts. Their normal home,
Target Center, was shut down for the summer
as its  being upgraded in t ime for the
Timberwolves to open their home schedule
on Oct. 20. The Lynx played at the Xcel center
during the regular season, but with presea-
son NHL starting soon it wasn’t available for
the playoffs. So Minnesota turned to “The
Barn,” one of the oldest arenas in the United
States. Lynx owner Glen Taylor spent more
than $1 million to bring some improvements
to the building to accommodate the team
and league, including air conditioning units
that are generally not needed with the
Gophers take the court in the fall. — AP
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FUJI: Toyota continued its run of good form to
claim its third straight GT300 podium in the 2017
AUTOBACS SUPER GT series. The No. 31 TOYOTA
PRIUS apr GT driven by Koki Saga and Rintaro
Kubo finished in third position in a closely
fought Round 5 at the Fuji Speedway to maintain
the team’s impressive start to the season.

“I congratulate the team on their perform-
ance. This podium finish adds to our proven
record in motorsports, whereby the DNA from
our racing products trickles down to our produc-
tion vehicles as we continue our pursuit of creat-
ing ever-better cars that will truly put a smile on
our customers’ faces and make them feel safe
and secure,” said Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief
Representative, Middle East and North Africa

Representative Office, Toyota Motor Corporation.
“The intense competition and the absence of
rain despite the cloud cover ensured the race
was an entirely enjoyable one for spectators. I
would like to express my sincere gratitude to all
our fans for their constant encouragement of our
racing initiatives.”

More than 33,500 spectators turned out to
watch the second of the season’s two races in
Fuji, which got off to a start late afternoon under
overcast skies. The No. 31 TOYOTA PRIUS apr GT,
starting sixth on the grid, got out of the blocks
quickly and edged its way into the fourth posi-
tion within a few laps of the race. Running strong
in fourth, the car chose to be the first among the
lead group to make its routine pit stop at the

end of lap 22 and, in a calculated move, the team
decided to go without a tire change, thus get-
ting the second stint driver Koki Saga back in the
race in just about 21 seconds.

The move paid off, as the no-tire-change
strategy allowed Saga to move into second posi-
tion after the rival cars that had delayed their pit
stop finally made it to the pit. Saga was however
unable to sustain the advantage for long, and on
lap 41, had to cede the second position to the
chasing car. The No. 31 TOYOTA PRIUS apr GT
eventually finished in third to claim their first
podium finish of the season.

The series now moves to Suzuka for Round 6.
The 1,000-km Suzuka is the longest and biggest
race of the season.

Toyota Prius secures podium finish at Fuji


