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informed him that the number of students in the class-
room will be 50 and that some schools do not have admin-
istrators nor teachers.

The lawmaker called on the minister to step down as a
result of mismanagement. 

In the meantime, head of the Assembly Committee on
Bedoons or stateless people MP Nasser Al-Dossari said yes-
terday that he will call for an emergency meeting for the
committee over the Ministry of Education refusal to admit
children of Bedoon servicemen. He said the committee will
meet with Education Minister Mohammad Al-Fares to dis-
cuss the issue, adding that reasons made by the ministry
are unjustified. The lawmaker said the minister must
answer the committee questions clearly about why the
ministry refused to enroll the bedoon students adding that
his answers must be supported by figures and facts.

In another development, MP Jamaan Al-Harbash yester-
day called for a neutral investigation into the collision
between a passenger plane and an air defense balloon late

last month, describing the incident extremely dangerous.
The lawmaker said he will send questions to the Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and State Minister for Economic
Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh, who oversees civil aviation, regard-
ing the investigation, adding that the probe must be neu-
tral, specialized and internationally recognized.

Harbash said that although the various concerned sides
like Civil Aviation, the Defense Ministry and the concerned
airlines may have launched their investigations, the gov-
ernment should also carry out its own probe. He said that
only a neutral investigation will prevent similar incident
from reoccurring, adding that the minister has so far failed
in carrying out the required duties which require taking
her to account.

Harbash said he will propose a special pay-scale for avi-
ation monitors after he found that their financial and living
conditions are far below their counterparts in other Gulf
states. He said that it is time to consider this profession as a
hard job, calling for the establishment of a navigation insti-
tute. The collision did not result in any damages and all
passengers escaped unhurt.

Lawmakers threaten to grill premier ...
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activities for the benefit of foreign parties” by a group
of people it did not name.

A Saudi security source, who declined to be named
due to the sensitivity of the matter, told Reuters that the
suspects were accused of “espionage activities and hav-
ing contacts with external entities including the Muslim
Brotherhood”, which Riyadh has classified as a terrorist
organization. “The group is also accused of having con-
tacts with and receiving financial and other forms of sup-
port from two other countries to harm the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia and with the aim of destabilizing the securi-
ty and national unity in preparation to overthrow the
Saudi regime in favor of the Muslim Brotherhood,” the
source said.

Citing an ongoing investigation, the source declined
to name the countries or the members of the group. The
source said one of the detainees is a member of the
armed Houthi movement, which is locked in 2 1/2 years
of war with a Saudi-led coalition in Yemen, and is in direct
contact with the group. The suspects are in custody and
will be granted legal rights and due process, the source
added. —Reuters

Saudi foils terror plot 
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But initial speculation of a military intervention
against Qatar has given way to an increasingly bizarre
stalemate, with state-backed media outlets and PR firms
playing a major role. Saudi contacts with an obscure
Qatari Sheikh in August triggered speculation he was
being used to undermine the Qatari leadership.

Qatar has portrayed itself as victim of human rights
abuses, to the bemusement of campaign groups critical
of the emirate’s treatment of foreign workers as it pre-
pares to host the 2022 football World Cup. And exiled
Qatari opposition figure Khalid Al-Hail is set to speak
tomorrow at a mysterious conference in London entitled
“Qatar, Global Security and Stability”. Kristian Ulrichsen, a
Gulf analyst with the Baker Institute at the US-based Rice
University, said the standoff was not likely to end any
time soon.

“The sense of bitterness and betrayal on all sides is
so great, and nobody wants to be seen to be the one
who blinked first,” he said. “The 2014 diplomatic spat
(when Bahrain, the UAE and Saudi pulled their ambas-
sadors from Doha) lasted for eight months and the cur-
rent crisis far exceeds 2014 in magnitude, so it is likely
to last a lot longer.” He said the dispute is also damag-
ing the Gulf states’ reputations abroad. “Leaders in the
Gulf don’t fully seem to understand how the dispute is
undermining their reputation as reliable security part-
ners in the West,” he said.

No deal   
The crisis has also exposed the West’s inability to

resolve the conflict,  despite the fact all  the states
involved are western allies and some host vital strategic
assets including America’s largest Middle East air base.
Earlier this month, US President Donald Trump said a deal
could be “worked out very quickly”, but only days passed
before a fresh row erupted between Riyadh and Doha.
Some nations appear to be benefitting from the conflict. 

Oman has seen a 2,000 per cent trade increase with
Qatar since June 5, according to official figures pub-
lished in Muscat. Qatar also sees some upsides to the
crisis, Ulrichsen said. “Qatar is ‘winning’ in the sense that
Doha has proved far more resilient and able to with-
stand the pressure placed upon it than the anti-Qatar
quartet initially envisaged,” he said. But that may not
last forever. The costs of a long-running boycott may
eventually take their toll, especially as Qatar prepares to
host the World Cup. 

Qatar has previously said the majority of up to 1.3
million fans visiting in 2022 would likely be Saudis, cur-
rently banned from travelling to the country. Regardless
of its new-found confidence, Qatar may be forced to
blink first, Davidson said. “The only real way out is for
Qatar to agree to the blockading nations’ original
demands,” he said. “This is the only practical scenario
that will allow Riyadh and Abu Dhabi to sufficiently save
face, and that will prevent another crisis emerging fur-
ther down the line.” —  AFP 

Hopes fade as Gulf crisis hits 100-day...
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Uzhunnalil, who is in his mid-50s, last appeared in a
video circulated online in December 2016, in which he
appealed to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Pope Francis to secure his freedom. Yemeni authorities
have blamed the Islamic State group for last year’s attack.
Al-Qaeda, which is also active in the area, distanced itself
from the mass shooting, saying that it was not involved. 

The internationally recognized government in war-
torn Yemen is grappling with both an Iran-backed rebel-
lion and a growing jihadist presence. Al-Qaeda and IS
have stepped up attacks in Aden, targeting mainly loy-
alists and members of a Saudi-led coalition battling
Houthi rebels and their allies. President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi has declared Aden to be Yemen’s tempo-
rary capital since Sanaa was seized by the rebels in
September 2014. — AFP 

Oman secures release of kidnapped Indian...
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plaints from migrant workers, ranging from non-pay-
ment of wages to torture and abuse. To register these
complaints, a multilingual toll free number (800 INDIA)
will be run 24/7 at the Sharjah centre, where job offer
letters will also be verified to ensure they are not fake.
Besides being duped by job agents, many workers are
trapped in low paying jobs, unaware of how to seek
legal or financial help, Kumar said.

In many cases, the difference in culture, language
and food habits becomes a hurdle for workers migrat-
ing from poor Indian families, he added. “Counselors
will be available at the centre to help workers cope with
the place and talk about their worries,” Kumar told the

Thomson Reuters Foundation in a phone interview. An
extension of the Indian government’s safe migration
awareness program, the centre will also invite workers
to camps to educate them on their rights.

“We are largely dealing with blue collar workers, many
of them illiterate and unaware of the terms surrounding
their work contract,” said Ankit Agarwal of Alankit, the
firm collaborating with the Indian government to run the
centre. “At the camps, we give out basic information and
tell them how to reach us when they are in trouble.” In
2010, the Indian government opened its first resource
centre in Dubai. In 2016, the Dubai centre received nearly
25,000 calls from workers and more than 2,000 letters,
faxes and phone messages, including one from a univer-
sity professor who wasn’t paid his dues. — Reuters

India sets up centre to help migrant...

NANTES: A demonstrator throws a tear gas canister back to anti-riot police during a protest called by several French unions against the labor law reform yesterday in Nantes, western France. French
unions launched a day of strikes and protests yesterday against French President’s flagship labor reforms, a key test as he stakes his presidency on overhauling the sluggish economy.  — AFP 


