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At least eight die 
in Italy floods

ROME: At least eight people died in flooding after vio-
lent rains lashed the Tuscan city of Livorno over the
weekend, Italian rescue services said yesterday. The body
of a 67-year-old man, who had been reported missing
since Sunday, was found yesterday, while the body of a
34-year-old woman had been found the day before.
Heavy rainstorms swept across the country overnight
from Saturday to Sunday, with Livorno bearing the brunt
of the flooding. Four people from the same family were
found dead in a flooded house in the city on Sunday,
where 40 centimeters of rainfall in four hours trans-
formed streets into rivers and washed away cars.

British FM flies to Caribbean 
after criticism of Irma aid

LONDON: Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson flew to
British territories in the Caribbean yesterday following
intense criticism of London’s efforts to help communi-
ties devastated by Hurricane Irma. Johnson, who has
dismissed the criticism from local residents and British
tourists as “completely unjustified”, will visit the affect-
ed British Overseas Territories, the foreign ministry said
on Twitter. Britain has sent more than 700 troops and
50 police officers to the British Virgin Islands after Irma
swept through last week. Six people have been killed
in the British Virgin Islands and Anguilla.
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France’s Macron visits 
hurricane-hit Caribbean

MARIGOTE: French President Emmanuel Macron travelled
yesterday to the hurricane-hit Caribbean, joining the Dutch
king in the region for a tour of the devastated islands.
Macron’s visit to the islands of St Martin and St Barts comes
almost a week since Hurricane Irma roared over the region
as a maximum Category Five storm, leaving at least 10
dead on French territory and a wide trail of destruction.
Authorities have begun evacuating locals and tourists from
the hardest-hit French, British and Dutch territories in the
Caribbean where many have complained about a break-
down in law and order and widespread shortages of food,
water and electricity. 

BRIGHTON: A sea of hands went up at
Britain’s annual trade union gathering
this week in favor of keeping close ties
with the European Union. Labor leaders
representing some 5.6 million workers,
meeting in Brighton for the Trades Union
Congress (TUC), said they embraced the
European single market and warned of
the perils of a “hard Brexit”. But their
reluctance to commit to the single mar-
ket’s requirement for the free movement
of people illustrated the dilemma at the
heart of Britain’s labor movement.

“We were never starry-eyed about
Europe,” said Len McCluskey, leader of
the TUC’s largest union, Unite. His union
backed remaining in the single market
with the caveat that employers should
not be able to pay foreign workers lower
salaries than domestic workers. TUC
general secretary Frances O’Grady said
the practice of employers advertising
abroad for jobs they are not advertising
at home should be stopped. She also
suggested options such as reserving
public sector jobs for British citizens
could be of interest.

The TUC in a motion urged Prime

Minister Theresa May’s government to
“use all the domestic powers at its dis-
posal to manage the impact of migra-
tion”. The RMT transport union, which
campaigned in favor of Brexit ahead of
last year’s referendum, was the only one
of the TUC’s affiliated unions to openly
oppose the umbrella body’s policy on
the single market. It accused the EU of
propagating “key anti-worker policies”.

“It was (former Prime Minister
Margaret) Thatcher that campaigned for
the single market. We should be working
for socialism, not collaboration with the
bosses,” said RMT representative Edward
Dempsey. “The European social model is
always focused on individual workers
rights and we should remember that
we’re a collective movement,” he said.

Blame employers, not immigrants   
Some leftists said they rejected the

idea of staying in the single market alto-
gether, and were furious that the main
opposition Labor Party has called for
doing so during a transition period after
Brexit. “EU liberalization, allowing capital
to flow out of the country, takes jobs

with it and suppresses wages. Old Karl
Marx worked that out a long time ago,”

said Kate Brown, 61, a former university
lecturer.  Brown, who was selling a com-

munist magazine outside the conference
centre on Brighton’s windy seafront, said
she was frustrated at the enthusiasm the
Labor Party and the TUC showed for the
single market. But Sally Hunt, head of the
University and College Union, said immi-
gration “enriched” British society and
argued in favor of free movement of
people. “It is the employers who depress
wages, not immigrants,” she said. 

Whatever the approach to Brexit,
union leaders warned it should not
come at the expense of workers’ rights.
Many leaders also voiced fears that spe-
cial executive powers in draft Brexit leg-
islation put forward by the Conservative
government could lead to workers’
rights being altered without parliamen-
tary scrutiny.

The new bill would repeal the 1972
European Communities Act, convert an
estimated 12,000 existing European reg-
ulations into British law and end the
supremacy of EU legislation. Brexit could
lead to “a race to the bottom” on workers’
rights, O’Grady warned. “We don’t want
Brits falling behind the rights that other
Europeans enjoy.”—AFP 

Unions embrace single market but torn on immigration

School segregation in Europe 
‘worst forms of discrimination’

STRASBOURG: School segregation in Europe is “one of
the worst forms of discrimination”, the region’s top rights
watchdog said in a report published yesterday. Many
European countries continue to exclude disabled children,
Roma children and migrants or refugees from mainstream
schools, according to the report by the Council of Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights. “School segregation
harms children’s learning opportunities and is a clear
injustice against minority and other vulnerable groups of
people, which also perpetuates their marginalization,” said
Nils Muiznieks. Countries have an obligation to combat
segregation in schools, but the reality is very different, the
report said.

POINTE-A-PITR: France’s President Emmanuel Macron
meets official upon his arrival in Pointe -a-Pitre,
Guadeloupe island, the first step of his visit to French
Caribbean islands.—AFP

GENEVA: Venezuela’s Supreme Court has progressively
dismantled the rule of law, becoming an instrument of
President Nicolas Maduro’s government in what amounts
to a coup against the constitutional order, an internation-
al human rights group said yesterday. The collapse of the
judiciary has left victims of torture, killings and disap-
pearances and their families without recourse to justice
after months of violent street protests, the International
Commission of Jurists (ICJ) said. It called on the UN
Human Rights Council to take action.

“We have seen a judiciary that has essentially lost its
independence and become a tool of a very authoritari-
an executive branch,” Sam Zarifi, ICJ Secretary-General,
told a news briefing. “This breakdown of the rule of law
has also severely obstructed accountability (and)
essentially made it impossible to bring to justice those
responsible for gross violations of human rights,” he
said. The Venezuelan government did not immediately
reply to a request for comment. Foreign minister Jorge
Arreaza on Monday rejected as “baseless” a UN report
that found excessive use of force by its security forces
and other violations.

Four months of demonstrations in which at least
125 people were killed have all but stopped due to
fatigue among protesters and disillusionment at seeing
the ruling Socialist Party cement vast powers despite
the concerted opposition push. The ICJ said the top
court had undermined human rights and infringed the
Constitution through a series of rulings since
December 2015. In two rulings in March 2017, the
Supreme Court of Justice “effectively claimed legislative
powers for itself, depriving the National Assembly of its
Constitutional powers and granting sweeping arbitrary
powers to the executive,” it said.

“These decisions amount to a coup d’Ètat against
the Constitutional order and have ushered in a new
reign of arbitrary rule,” Zarifi said. Judges on the
Supreme Court are mainly from the Socialist Party or
former officials of the government of Maduro or both,
the Geneva-based jurists’ group said. “Judges who have
demonstrated independence and ruled against the
executive branch have faced retaliation and punish-
ment,” Zarifi said. —Reuters

Venezuela Supreme 
Court has staged 

effective coup 

LONDON: Pro-European Union demonstrators protest outside the Houses of
Parliament against the first vote today on a bill to end Britain’s membership of
the EU.—AFP

FLORIDA: Florida allowed some residents to return yester-
day to areas hammered by Hurricane Irma’s high winds and
storm surge, while the death toll rose in the second major
hurricane to hit the United States this year. Irma, which had
rampaged through the Caribbean as one of the most pow-
erful Atlantic hurricanes on record, was downgraded to a
tropical depression on Monday. It will likely dissipate from
Tuesday evening, the National Hurricane Center said.

At its peak the storm prompted evacuation orders for
6.5 million people in Florida, the largest evacuation in
modern US history. Irma killed nearly 40 people in the
Caribbean and at least six in Florida and Georgia. A local
Florida official said there had been more deaths yet to be
reported, particularly on the Florida Keys, where Irma
arrived as a Category 4 hurricane with sustained winds of
up to 130 miles per hour on Sunday morning. 

Local authorities told around 90,000 residents of Miami

Beach and from some parts of the Keys they could go home
but warned it might not be prudent to remain there. “This is
going to be a frustrating event. It’s going to take some time
to let people back into their homes particularly in the
Florida Keys,” Brock Long, administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, told a news conference.
FEMA was continuing to rescue people stranded by flood-
ing around Jacksonville, in the state’s northeast, he said.

Irma devastated several Caribbean islands en route to
Florida. It destroyed about one-third of the buildings on
the Dutch-ruled portion of St. Martin island, the Dutch
Red Cross said yesterday. The storm was the second major
hurricane to make landfall in the United States in a little
more than two weeks when it roared over Key Cudjoe.
Hurricane Harvey plowed into Houston late last month,
killing about 60 and wreaking some $180 billion in dam-
age, largely through flooding. Monroe County

Commissioner Heather Carruthers said on Monday that
people had been killed in the Keys, which have nearly
80,000 permanent residents, but she did not have a count
on how many. “We are finding some remains,” she said in
an interview with CNN. Video footage of the islands
showed homes torn apart. Several major airports in
Florida that halted passenger operations due to Irma
began l imited ser vice yesterday,  including Miami
International, one of the busiest US airports.

Miami Beach will allow residents to return home from 8
am, its mayor said. More evacuation orders were likely to
be lifted yesterday. Monroe County opened road access
yesterday morning for residents and business owners from
Key Largo, the main island at the upper end of the chain, as
well as the towns of Tavernier and Islamorada farther to the
south, fire officials said. No timetable was given for reopen-
ing the remainder of the Keys, which are linked by a series
of causeways and bridges down to Key West, a popular
tourist spot on the southern tip of Florida.

Florida without electricity
Utilities reported some 6.9 million homes and business-

es were without electricity in Florida and neighboring
states and said it could take weeks to fully restore service.
Between 2,000 and 3,000 utility workers from out of state,
sent to inspect and repair power lines, were staying in
Broward County in cramped conditions at BB&T Center,
home to the National Hockey League’s Florida Panthers,
said Gus Beyersdorf, 40, of De Pere, Wisconsin.

Insured property losses in Florida from Irma were
expected to run from $20 billion to $40 billion, catastrophe
modeling firm AIR Worldwide estimated. One man was
found dead in his crashed car on the Keys and two law
enforcement officers died in a possibly storm-related fatal
car crash on Sunday in Orange County, Florida. On Monday,
two people were killed by falling trees in two Atlanta sub-
urbs, according to local authorities. A man was found dead
in Winter Garden, Florida, after being electrocuted by a
downed power line, local police said.

The remnants of Irma moved into Alabama yesterday
and were forecast to head into western Tennessee by yes-
terday evening with maximum sustained winds of 25 mph.
In South Carolina, the Charleston Harbor area saw major
flooding on Monday with water about 3 feet above flood
stage and minor flooding was forecast for yesterday, the
National Weather Service said. The National Hurricane
Center was monitoring another hurricane, Jose, which was
spinning in the Atlantic about 700 miles west of Florida.
About 2-1/2 months remain in the Atlantic hurricane sea-
son, which starts in June.—Reuters

Irma’s death toll rises, residents 
start to return to Florida coast

Authorities working to restore basic services

PROVIDENCIALES: A handout picture shows Royal
Marine Commandos unloading aid supplies from a
RAF C-130 after landing on the island of
Providenciales in the Turks and Caicos archipelago
following the passing of Hurricane Irma.—AFP

FLORIDA: Two retirees ride tricycles through a flooded street at the Enchanted Shores manufactured home park in
Naples, Florida, after Hurricane Irma hit Florida.—AFP

OSLO: After clinching a narrow victo-
ry in Norway’s legislative elections,
Prime Minister Erna Solberg will start
out with a fragile second mandate,
given her weaker majority and less
conciliatory allies. “You can never be
confident that you will survive for four
years,” Solberg said yesterday. “There
was a lot of speculation that this (gov-
ernment) would not last, after the last
election in 2013. We have managed to
do this and I think it’s possible to do it
for the four next years,” she said.

The popular and experienced 56-
year-old is the first Conservative in oil-
rich Norway to win a second straight
mandate in more than 30 years. In
Monday’s nail-biting election, her
coalition-made up of the
Conservatives and the mildly populist
anti-immigration Progress Party-and
two smaller centre-right allies took
home a thin majority of 89 of the 169
seats in parliament. The Conservatives
campaigned on a vow to pursue fur-

ther tax cuts to bolster the economy.
The opposition, led by Labor

leader Jonas Gahr Store, meanwhile
wanted to raise taxes, especially for
the richest, seeking to reduce inequal-
ities and beef up the Norwegians’
cherished welfare state. Credited with
successfully steering the country-
Western Europe’s biggest crude pro-
ducer-through the oil industry slump
and the migrant crisis, Solberg now
looks set to have her work cut out,
simple arithmetic shows.

The rightwing bloc lost seven seats
in the new parliament. It will need to
stand more united than ever to gov-
ern-and that is easier said than done.
Until now, Solberg’s coalition had held
a minority in parliament and needed
the support of only one of the two
smaller centre-right parties-the
Christian Democrats or the Liberals-to
pass legislation. But now Solberg
needs the support of both parties to
do that, and they have both

expressed growing dissatisfaction
with the populists on issues such as
the climate and immigration.

Contrary to four years ago, the
Christian Democrats have already
ruled out any formal alliance with a
coalition that includes the Progress
Party-a very likely member of Solberg’s
government. “We can’t provide any
guarantee for the next four years,” the
head of the Christian Democrats, Knut
Arild Hareide, warned.

No blank cheques    
Without a formal cooperation

agreement with the Christian
Democrats and the Liberals, Solberg
will have to engage in tricky negotia-
tions on each issue to obtain the sup-
port of the centre-right, which has
refused to give her a blank cheque.
Concessions and compromises will be
necessary, leading tabloid Dagbladet
to headline Tuesday ’s frontpage
“Bittersweet Victory”. As soon as the
election results were in late Monday,
Solberg invited the rightwing parties
to find a way forward.

“We will talk to the two partners the
coalition has had in parliament, and
we’ll try to reach an agreement with
them. And we’ll see where we go from
there,” Solberg said, noting that the
two parties had more influence work-
ing with the government than in oppo-
sition. Before the shape of the next gov-
ernment had even taken form, ques-
tions were already being raised about
its chances of survival.  “It’s not a given
that they will last four years,” warned
Audun Lysbakken, head of the Socialist
Left party, one of the few winners in the
election even though it remained in the
opposition. —AFP

Bittersweet election 
victory for Norway PM

OSLO: Norway’s Prime Minister Erna Solberg arrives for a press conference
in Oslo.—AP


