
BUENOS AIRES: Benjamin Netanyahu
urged all countries to fight terrorism and
singled out Iran as a serial offender as he
paid tribute to the victims of two bombings
in Argentina on the first trip by an Israeli
premier to Latin America. Surrounded by
heavy security, Netanyahu held a closed-
door meeting with members of Argentina’s
Jewish community, estimated to be Latin
America’s most numerous with 300,000
members. He also participated in a ceremo-
ny to remember victims of bomb attacks at
the Israeli embassy in 1992, and at a Jewish
community center in 1994.

The embassy attack killed 29 and
injured 220, while the community center
blast left 85 dead and 300 injured. Israel
blamed the embassy attack on the
Lebanese Shiite group Hezbollah.
Argentine investigators accused five former
Iranian officials of sponsoring Hezbollah’s
attack on the community center but Iran
denied involvement. “Iran is the one that
was behind of the great attacks in Buenos
Aires in the 90s and is the ‘octopus of terror,’
and also Hezbollah that is sending branch-
es (of terror) around the world, arms to
Latin America as well,” 

Netanyahu said, according to a tran-
script provided by the Israeli embassy. The
Israeli leader, who arrived on Monday, said

it is “an obligation for all countries of cul-
ture to fight against terrorism ... and in par-
ticular, against the Iranian terrorism sys-
tem.” Israel “will continue to act resolutely
to countering Iran’s terror and terror in gen-
eral” along with its partners in Latin
America and in North America, he said.

Netanyahu’s critics   
DAIA, an umbrella organization for the

country’s Jewish community, welcomed
the visit and said it represented a “rap-
prochement between Argentina and Israel.”
But some relatives of victims of the 1994
bombing refused an invitation to the
Netanyahu event. “Netanyahu did not
come to commemorate the attack, but to
increase business,” said Diana Malamud,
who heads a group called Active Memory.
“In these 23 years (since the bombing)
Israel has been an observer, like any other
country,” and did not honestly help “search
for the truth” behind the attack, she said. 

Argentina’s 1980 Nobel Peace Prize
winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel was also
critical. “Not only is he himself accused of
committing crimes against humanity in
the International Criminal Court for killing
civilians, bombing schools, hospitals and
Palestinian mosques, but he provides pro-
tection to a repressor of  the last

Argentine dictatorship,” Perez Esquivel
said. Esquivel was referring to Israel’s
refusal to extradite Teodoro Anibal Gauto,

accused of committing crimes against
humanity during Argentina’s 1976-1983
military dictatorship —AFP.
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Russian, US-led strikes kill 35 
civilians in Syria’s Deir Ezzor

BEIRUT: Separate Russian and US-led coalition air strikes
yesterday killed 35 civilians in Syria’s eastern Deir Ezzor
province, where parallel offensives against the Islamic State
group are under way, a monitor said. The province lies
along Syria’s border with Iraq and is seen as a strategic
prize by both the Russian-backed Syrian regime and an
alliance of Kurdish and Arab forces supported by the US-
led coalition fighting IS. The Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, a Britain-based monitor, had earlier reported a toll
of 28 dead in Russian and US-led strikes, but raised the fig-
ure after new Russian raids on the village of Hawayej Thiab
in the west of the province.

Iraq MPs vote against Kurdish 
independence referendum

BAGHDAD: The Iraqi parliament voted yesterday to
oppose an independence referendum planned by Iraqi
Kurdish leaders for later this month prompting a walk-
out by Kurdish lawmakers. Speaker Salim al-Juburi, a
Sunni Arab, said the vote required the government to
“take all steps to protect the unity of Iraq and open a
serious dialogue” with Iraqi Kurdish leaders. Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi and other top officials have
said repeatedly that the referendum planned for
September 25 would violate Iraq’s constitution. Kurdish
leaders plan to hold the plebiscite not only in the three
northern provinces but also in other historically
Kurdish-majority areas of Iraq that Kurdish forces cap-
tured during the battle against the Islamic State group. 

Zimbabwe can feed itself 
again, Mugabe claims

HARARE: Zimbabwe produced enough food to feed its
people for the first time since adopting a controversial poli-
cy to strip land from white farmers, President Robert
Mugabe told parliament yesterday. From the year 2000,
hundreds of white farmers were evicted from their farms,
often violently, and land was handed to allies of the ruling
ZANU-PF party and in many cases became neglected and
unproductive. Zimbabwe had previously been known as
the “breadbasket” of Africa. “The country has this year suc-
ceeded in regaining its food self-sufficiency status on the
back of the good rainy season and the introduction of com-
mand agriculture,” Mugabe said as he opened parliament. 

Nine suspected militants 
killed in a Cairo raid

CAIRO: Egypt’s official news agency says police killed
nine suspected militants when they raided two apart-
ments in a densely populated Cairo neighborhood. The
Middle East News Agency says five policemen were
wounded in yesterday’s early morning exchange of fire in
the Ard el-Liwa district. It says police found rifles, ammu-
nition, bomb-making materials and explosive devices at
the apartments. The report, which cited an unnamed
Interior Ministry official, did not say to which group the
suspects were linked. —Agencies

100 Greek university 
students caught cheating

ATHENS: More than 100 Greek university students
have been caught in a mass cheating scandal, the state
agency ANA reported yesterday. The group at the
University of Patras, most of them first-year students,
submitted the same paperwork in four separate
coursework exercises, the head of the business man-
agement department said. “These exercises constitute
30 percent of the final grade,” associate professor
Yiorgos Androulakis told ANA. “They are composed of
four sets of exercises. “The students submitted identi-
cal paperwork on all four.” The university has banned
the 106 students from sitting the rest of their exams in
September.

News
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ISTANBUL: Turkey has signed a deal with
Russia to buy S-400 missile defense sys-
tems, its first major weapons purchase
from Moscow, in an accord that could trou-
ble Ankara’s NATO allies. The purchase of
the surface-to-air missile defense batteries,
Ankara’s most significant deal with a non-
NATO supplier, comes with Turkey in the
throes of a crisis in relations with several
Western states. 

“Signatures have been made for the
purchase of S-400s from Russia. A deposit
has also been paid as far as I know,” Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said in
comments published in several newspa-
pers yesterday. “Mr Putin (President
Vladimir Putin) and myself are determined
on this issue,” he told Turkish journalists
aboard his presidential jet returning from a
trip to Kazakhstan. Moscow also confirmed
the accord, with Vladimir Kozhin, Putin’s
adviser for military and technical coopera-
tion, saying: “The contract has been signed
and is being prepared for implementation.”

Take our own decisions   
The purchase of the missile systems

from a non-NATO supplier is likely to raise
concerns in the West over their technical
compatibility with the alliance’s equip-
ment. The Pentagon has already sounded
the alarm, saying bluntly that “generally it’s
a good idea” for NATO allies to buy inter-
operable equipment. But Erdogan said
Turkey-which has the second largest stand-
ing army in NATO after the United States-
was free to make military acquisitions

based on its defense needs. 
“Nobody has the right to discuss the

Turkish republic’s independence principles
or independent decisions about its defense
industry,” he said. “We make the decisions
about our own independence ourselves, we
are obliged to take safety and security
measures in order to defend our country.”
He said Moscow would extend a credit to
Turkey for the purchase of the weapons.

Quoted by Russian state-owned TASS news
agency, Kozhin said the deal was fully in
line with Moscow’s strategic interests.

“For this reason we fully understand the
reactions of several Western countries
which are trying to put pressure on Turkey”.
However signing the deal does not mean
that delivery is imminent, with Russia facing
a high demand for the S-400s from its own
armed forces and key clients like China and

India. Some analysts have suggested the
message sent to the West by the military
cooperation between Moscow and Ankara
is as important as the delivery itself. In 2015,
Turkey scrapped a $3.4 billion deal with
China to build its first anti-missile system.

Another blow   
Russia’s relations with NATO have been

in crisis over its annexation of Crimea from
Ukraine and for backing pro-Moscow sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine. Turkey, a NATO
member since 1952, has currently troubled
ties with the United States over a number
of issues including Washington’s support
for the People’s Protection Units (YPG)
Syrian Kurd militia which Ankara considers
a terror group. The Turkish-Russian contract
is a new sign of better relations between
Ankara and Moscow since a reconciliation
deal was signed last year following the
2015 shooting down by the Turkish military
of a Russian plane over the Syrian border.

Ankara was also heartened by
Moscow’s response to the 2016 failed coup
in Turkey and the two sides have been
working together in search of a solution to
the Syria conflict. But the two nations-
whose rivalry in the Black Sea and
Caucasus regions dates back centuries-are
still at odds on a host of political issues.
Turkey, which vehemently opposed the
2014 annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea
peninsula by Moscow, condemned
Tuesday the jailing of a Tatar leader for
eight years by Russia over a rally against
Moscow’s seizure of the region.  —AFP 
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ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan delivers a speech during a meet-
ing of ruling Justice and Development (AK) Party provincial heads at the AK Party
Headquarters in Ankara. — AFP

BUENOS AIRES: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, right, delivers a speech
during a press conference after a working meeting at the Casa Rosada presidential
house in Buenos Aires. —AFP

BEIRUT: They honed their media skills secretly filming
Islamic State group beheadings in Raqqa. Now, these
Syrian activists have become impromptu war
reporters, covering the US-backed assault on their city
from the ground. “If the crack is sharp and the column
of smoke goes straight up, it’s an air strike,” Syrian
activist Tim Ramadan tells AFP from Raqqa, using a
pseudonym and communicating through a Facebook
profile that disguises his identity.

Every night, Ramadan discreetly turns on his inter-
net satellite service, uploads his daily records from the
battle-torn city to Europe-based colleagues at the
“Sound and Picture” collective, then immediately
deletes the messages. Media networks including
Sound and Picture are providing a rare window into
life in Raqqa, ravaged by fighting since the US-backed
Syrian Democratic Forces broke into the city on June
6. They write stories on what it’s like for civilians to
scavenge for food and water, publish footage of air
strikes, and commemorate civilians killed in fighting.

“This is the only thing I can do right now-keep track
of how many air strikes, shells, dead, wounded. Who
was killed by a sniper, an air strike, or a mine. How
many houses were destroyed,” Ramadan says. Activists
like him once solely focused on documenting the
gruesome atrocities of IS’s three-year-reign over the
city. But the assault on Raqqa changed all that. “We
used to be afraid of being arrested (by IS) if we went
out in the street. Now we’re afraid of going outside in
case an artillery shell hits us. 

And if we don’t go out, we’re scared an air strike
could flatten the whole house on top of us,” says
Ramadan. US-led coalition warplanes and SDF shelling
have pounded Raqqa, where up to 25,000 civilians still
live after tens of thousands escaped. The SDF has cap-
tured around 65 percent of Raqqa, recently overrun-
ning the strategic Old City. “When the coalition and
the SDF entered the scene, we had to document more.
Daesh wasn’t the only side killing civilians anymore,”
Ramadan says, using the Arabic acronym for IS.

Human shields
Since Syria’s uprising began in 2011, citizen journal-

ists have used cell phones and social media to docu-
ment protests and violations by armed forces.

They adapted the same tools to document IS atroc-

ities after it captured Raqqa in 2014, with groups like
Raqqa is Being Slaughtered Silently publishing
footage of beheadings and jihadist patrols. When
coalition air strikes on Raqqa began in 2014, the city’s
activists started to document those too.

But the activists say the real change in their work
came when the SDF entered the city, prompting clash-
es that brought rampant power cuts and made mov-
ing around much more difficult. “IS has actually lifted
some of its restrictions on people because it’s busy
with clashes,” says 21-year-old Mazen Hassoun, who
manages news outlet Raqqa Post from Germany. “But
communicating with our team is harder now than
before, especially after the internet cafes were shut
and fighting reached the city itself,” he says.

Like other activists, Raqqa Post’s team stockpiled
food, water, and medicine and turned basements into
makeshift bomb shelters in anticipation of a long
fight, says Hassoun. Mohammad al-Khaled, who heads
the Raqqa 24 media collective from northern Syria,
warned his correspondents that he had seen how bru-
tally IS responded to other US-backed assaults. “I told
them Daesh would be more evil towards civilians, that
they would use them and their families as human
shields if they stayed,” Khaled tells AFP, adding that
some chose to flee.

IS leaves, but ideas stay 
In recent months, Khaled has begun using new

messaging programs and code words to protect his
correspondents. Two members of the network’s six-
person team have been wounded in clashes, but cor-
respondent Khalil still refuses to leave. “My specializa-
tion with the network is documenting casualties
because of my background in medicine. I record the
number and cause of deaths,” Khalil says, using a
pseudonym and communicating via an online mes-
saging app.

“If I was to leave at a time like this, it would be a
betrayal of my countrymen, whom I’ve decided to stay
within this situation.” Aghiad al-Kheder, who coordi-
nates with Ramadan and other Sound and Picture cor-
respondents from Germany, spent a year living under
IS in Raqqa before escaping in 2015. At the time, he
graphitized anti-IS messages and distributed flyers to
combat the jihadists’ extreme ideology. —AFP 
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump hosted Malaysia’s prime minis-
ter at the White House yesterday, a
meeting that risks being overshad-
owed by his guest’s spiraling corrup-
tion scandal. Prime Minister Najib
Razak will visit the Oval Office for talks
that the White House says will  be
focused on terrorism, trade and Asian
maritime disputes. But the run-up to
Najib’s arrival has been dominated by
questions about his entanglement in
an ongoing US Justice Department
investigation.

The veteran prime minister faces
allegations that billions were looted
from a sovereign wealth fund,
1Malaysia Development Berhad
(1MDB), in complex overseas deals
that are being investigated by authori-
ties in several countries, including the
United States. Both the prime minister
and the fund deny any wrongdoing,
but the Justice Department has filed
civil lawsuits to seize assets, from
high-end real estate to artworks, it
says are worth about $1.7 billion.

The White House refused to say
whether the issue will come up, and
has tried to shift the focus onto rela-
tions with a key partner in South East
Asia. Trump is expected to visit the
region later this year for summits in
Vietnam and the Philippines. “Look,
we’re not going to comment on an
ongoing investigation being led by
the Department of Justice,” said press
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders on
Monday. “That investigation is apoliti-
cal and certainly independent of any-
thing taking place tomorrow.”

“The United States and Malaysia
have had a 60-year relationship and
partnership built on common eco-
nomic and security interests, and that
continues.” She listed “strengthen

counterterrorism cooperation,” halting
the Islamic State group, “addressing
North Korea” and “making sure that we
promote maritime security in the
South China Sea” as topics for discus-
sion. Trump is also likely to reiterate
thanks for Malaysia’s efforts to assist
the USS John S. McCain, which collid-
ed with a tanker as the destroyer was
on its way to Singapore, tearing a
huge hole in the hull and leaving 10
sailors dead.

Ahead of his arrival at the White
House, Najib sought to play up majori-
ty-Muslim Malaysia’s role as a partner
in countering violent extremism. “What
underpins decades of friendly, produc-
tive and cooperative relations are the
deep-seated values we share,” he wrote
in an article published by The Hill
newspaper. “Our commitment to the
fight against radicalization and terror is
something we feel in our hearts.”

Criticism of Najib    
Malaysian opposition lawmaker Lim

Kit Siang painted that appeal as a
deflection. “No prime minister of
Malaysia in the past 60 years had to
face such phalanx of international
media hostility or avalanche of adverse
press publicity both in the United
States and the world,” he said in a state-
ment. “It is inconceivable that Najib
would have the credibility to salvage
his own as well as the nation’s reputa-
tion with his visit to the United States.”

“Najib cannot free Malaysia from the
ignominy and infamy of being regard-
ed worldwide as a global kleptocrat.” In
an editorial, the Washington Post said
Najib’s visit “sets a new low” for the
Trump administration. “Not only is Mr
Najib known for imprisoning peaceful
opponents, silencing critical media and
reversing Malaysia’s progress toward
democracy,” the paper wrote. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump greets Malaysian Prime
Minister Najib Razak outside of the West Wing of the White House in
Washington, DC. — AFP
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