
CAIRO: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah called for strengthening
Arab-Japanese economic, cultural, and educa-
tional cooperation for better future for both
sides. Speaking at the opening session of the
first round of the Arab-Japanese ministerial
political dialogue, which kicked off at the
Arab League headquarters in Cairo Monday
evening, Al-Jarallah stressed that a stronger
and wider cooperation in a slew of domains
would be beneficial for mutual interests.

It would also help confront political and
security challenges, particularly the growing

menace of terrorism on world security and
stability, he added. Al-Jarallah expressed
appreciation of Japan’s support to Arab caus-
es at international events and organizations.
He recalled Japan’s role in liberation of
Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation and its sup-
portive stance to the Palestinian people. This
honorable stance would be remembered
forever by Kuwaiti people, he said. He point-
ed out that Japan is the fourth largest trade
partner to Kuwait with trade exchange esti-
mated at USD 14 billion in past few years.

Meanwhile, Al-Jarallah expressed deep
concern about the latest
worrying developments in
the Korean Peninsula after
the recent nuclear test by
North Korea. “This devel-
opment prompts us to call
on North Korea to imme-
diately and completely
abide by its obligations as
per the relevant UN reso-
lutions,” he said. He reiter-
ated Kuwait’s commitment
to work with the interna-
tional community to press
the North Korean govern-
ment to stop its nuclear,
and ballistic missile and
other mass destruction
weapons production pro-
grams. In abidance with
the UN resolutions related
to boycotting North Korea
to push it to implement its
obligations, Kuwait has
taken several trade meas-
ures in this regard and
lowered the diplomatic
representation with North
Korea to the level of
charge d’affair. — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yes-
terday sent a cable to US President
Donald Trump, expressing his condo-
lences over the victims of Hurricane
Irma, which continues to hit Florida.
“Kuwait sympathizes with the American
people over this catastrophe,” read an
Amiri  Diwan statement, which
expressed confidence that US officials
would be able to overcome this natural
disaster. His Highness the Deputy Amir

and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
both sent similar cables.  National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali  Al-
Ghanem yesterday addressed cables to
Chairman of the US Senate Mike Pence
and chief of the Congress Paul Ryan
expressing deep condolences on losses
inflicted by the Hurricane Irma in
Florida. — KUNA 
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ANKARA: Kuwait Prime Minister His Highness
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s
upcoming visit to Ankara today, will further
cement bilateral relations and cooperation
between Kuwait and Turkey. His Highness the
Prime Minister, who would visit Turkey on
September 13-16, would build upon three recent
summits held between the leaders of Turkey and
Kuwait: the last March in Ankara and the next two
in Kuwait in May and July this year.

His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak is to hold
talks with his Turkish counterpart Benali Yildirim on
bilateral relations and regional developments,
while Istanbul would host Turkey-Kuwait Economic
Forum on Friday. Kuwait and Turkey established
diplomatic relations in 1969 and embassies
opened the following year. The two countries
signed a land transportation agreement in 1970.

The two countries signed between 1975-1988
agreements on culture, air services, economic,
technical and industrial cooperation, in addition to
encouragement and protection of investments.
Bilateral relations witnessed a new leap when late
Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
visited Ankara in November 1991 to thank Turkey
for its support of Kuwait during the 1990-91 Iraqi
invasion. Turkey considered Iraq’s seven-month
occupation of Kuwait a violation of international
law, voicing complete solidarity with Kuwait, stop-
ping export of Iraqi oil on Turkish territories and
joined the US-led international coalition that liber-
ated Kuwait.

Bilaterial agreements 
Kuwait supported the democratically-elected

government in Turkey during the failed coup
attempt in July 2016. His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a
message to Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to congratulate him on the success of the
legitimate leadership and preservation of democ-
racy. His Highness the Amir visited Turkey in 2008,
during which the two countries signed agree-
ments on economic, scientific, health and labor
cooperation. Kuwait and Turkey, during His
Highness the Amir’s 2013 visit, signed eight bilat-
eral agreements. They covered aviation, higher
education, scientific research, livestock, defense
industries, military and diplomatic cooperation.

The two countries also sealed accords on

preservation of environment and natural
resources, sustainable development, development
of industrial exports, custom, agriculture, media
and maritime transport. The State of Kuwait has
also been active in offering humanitarian aid for
the Syrian refugees in Turkey. His Highness the
Amir visited Istanbul in November 2009 to chair
Kuwait’s delegation to the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation’s (OIC) standing committee on eco-
nomic and trade cooperation.

His Highness the Amir also participated in the
OIC summit in Istanbul in April 2016 and the inter-
national humanitarian summit in the same city
last May. Former Turkish President Abdullah Gul
paid three visits to Kuwait in 2009, 2011 and 2014.
Current President Erdogan visited Kuwait in April
2015, and then last May to attend inauguration of
Kuwait International Airport’s new terminal, exe-
cuted by the Turkish Limak company.

Trade exchange between the two countries
reached USD 1.287 billion in 2016. Turkish com-
panies were executing USD 6.5 billion worth of
projects in Kuwait, while Kuwait has USD 1.7 bil-
lion investments in Turkey. More Kuwaiti com-
panies and individuals are investing in Turkey,
prompting the Ankara government to waive
visa on Kuwaiti citizens. At the parliamentary
level, former speaker Cemil Cicek paid an official
visit to Kuwait in January 2014, while Kuwait
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-

Ghanem visited Ankara in Feruary 2016.

Humanitarian need
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development

(KFAED) began operations in Turkey in 1979,
extending loans to build development projects
in many sectors. KFAED offered, up until
November 2009, 12 loans totaling 106 million
Kuwaiti Dinars (KD) (USD 352 million). Kuwait also
contributed to meet humanitarian need in
Turkey, whether from citizens or Syrian refugees.
The Gulf country offered USD 20 million to offer
health and educational services for Syrian
refugees. His Highness the Amir donated USD
million to help alleviate suffering of victims of an
earthquake that struck Turkey.

His Highness the Amir’s village was opened in
the eastern city of Van, which was subjected to a
devastating earthquake in 2011, killing 644 peo-
ple and injuring 4,152 others while destroying
2,262 houses. Another village was built to house
Syrian refugees in the southern city of Kilis. The
Kuwaiti government and non-government
organizations (NGOs) contributed heavily to
assisting the Syrian refugees in Turkey, offering
financial and material aid in order to ease their
suffering. Kuwait hosted three international
donor conferences to help the Syrian people,
pledging a total of USD 7.5 billion, of them
Kuwait contributed USD 1.3 billion. —KUNA 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Kuwait PM’s Turkey visit 

to boost ties to new level

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chaired, at
Seif Palace yesterday, first session of the premier
term of the re-formed Supreme Council for
Planning and Development. His Highness the
Premier, at the session onset, congratulated the
council members for winning His Highness the
Amir’s confidence and praised former members.

He affirmed the council’s significant role for
proposing ideas regarding the aspired sustain-
able development. Current period is sensitive
due to security and political tensions in the Gulf
region, as well as oil prices’ decline along with its
impact on the Kuwaiti economy and the region,
he pointed out. The session addressed amend-
ments to the by-laws, which regulate tasks of the
council and sub-committees, in addition to the
commissions’ formation, stated Minister of Social
Affairs, Labor and Minister of State for Economic
Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh, in a statement. — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: India’s Minister of State for
External Affairs M J Akbar is leading an
Indian delegation to Kuwait for the third
India-Kuwait Joint Ministerial Commission
meeting on September 20, 2017, an Indian
embassy press release said yesterday.  

This meeting on trade, economic, scien-
tific and technological cooperation
between India and Kuwait is taking place
after a gap of nine years. Anas Khaled Al-
Saleh, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance of Kuwait will lead the Kuwaiti
delegation at the meeting. There will be
wide ranging discussions on various issues
of common interest between two sides,
the release added.

Despite his busy schedule, Akbar will
interact with members of Indian communi-
ty in Kuwait at Embassy’s Auditorium on
September 20 from 5 to 6 pm.  The
embassy invited all members of the Indian

community to attend the meeting. All con-
cerned are requested to arrive at embassy
auditorium by 4.30 pm on Wednesday, 20
September 2017. 
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KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) yesterday affirmed
keenness to boost cooperation ties with
US civil aviation authorities. Kuwait seeks
to benefit from the US experience in air-
ports management, DGCA’s Director
General Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said, cited by a
DGCA’s statement.

Sheikh Salman made his remarks
after meeting earlier with Carl Burleson,
Deputy Assistant Administrator of
Policy,  International Affairs,  and
Environment at the US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), in Washington DC.
He reiterated DGCA’s aspiration to bol-
ster joint cooperation with FAA, wishing
that US civil aviation bodies can over-
come hazards of the ongoing hurricanes
in their country. For his part, Burleson
expressed his joy towards outcomes of

talks with the Kuwaiti delegation, indi-
cating that it is FAA’s first ever high-level
meeting with DGCA. He wished for fur-
ther joint cooperation in civil aviation
field with Kuwait and other countries in
the Middle East region. 

Meanwhile, DGCA mentioned that
the Kuwaiti-US talks focused on finding
ways to strengthen the two nations’
cooperation in airports’ safety and secu-
rity. Talks also addressed ways to boost
bilateral cooperation in training, devel-
opment, and human resources growth
to improve the skil ls of Kuwait
International Airport ’s workers and
enhance employees’ work efficiency.
Sheikh Salman and Burleson also agreed
to exchange visits and intensify bilateral
meetings to benefit from the American
expertise in running airports via use of
modern technology. —KUNA 
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DGCA’s Director General Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah
with Carl Burleson, Deputy Assistant Administrator of Policy, International
Affairs, and Environment at the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the first session of the premier term of the re-
formed Supreme Council for Planning and Development. 

KUWAIT: President of the Senate of
Australia Stephen Parry received a letter
from Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, hailing the senate’s
condemnation of anti-Islam actions in the
country. The letter, delivered by Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Australia Najeeb Al-Bader
yesterday, expressed appreciation for the
senate’s opposition to the anti-Islam
actions taken by leader of the One Nation
Party Pauline Hanson.

During his meeting with Parry, ambas-
sador Al-Bader affirmed that Kuwait
believes in dialogue as a way of spreading
peace among nations, said Kuwait

Embassy in a statement received by KUNA.
Al-Bader also explained to the Australian
official that Muslim countries are exerting
great efforts to fight terrorism and extrem-
ism, as part of their commitment to the
international fight against terrorism. 

Al-Bader meanwhile, applauded the
contributions of over 600,000 of Australia’s
Muslims to the country’s development in
all fields, the embassy added. Hanson had
spoken out controversial anti-Islam state-
ments, among them were calls to forbid
wearing the burqa. She had also launched
a campaign aiming to prevent Muslim
migration to Australia. — KUNA 
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SYDNEY: President of the Senate of Australia Stephen
Parry receives Kuwaiti Ambassador to Australia
Najeeb Al-Bader. 


