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LONDON: England bowling great James
Anderson believes if he retains his form
he could still be on the plane to Australia
as he approaches his 40th birthday for
the 2021/22 Ashes series. The 35-year-
old-who will be spearheading England’s
attack in the Ashes challenge Down
Under later this year-is three away from
reaching the 500 wicket landmark.

It was expected Anderson would
enter next week’s third and final Test with
the West Indies with that figure already

breached but even he was powerless to
prevent a sublime West Indies batting
performance levelling the series at 1-1
last week at Headingley. Anderson,
England’s all-time leading wicket taker,
says being able to focus on the longer
versions of the game, county cricket and
Test matches has probably improved his
chances of extending his international
career. “I wouldn’t rule it out, no,” said the
Lancashire quickie. “I’m very fortunate to
have the body I have. For a fast bowler,

not much stress goes through my body.
A lot less than a lot of other fast bowlers.
“It’s just a case of looking after myself. If I
can keep fit, keep my speeds up, there’s
no reason why not.

“I don’t know whether I’ve peaked but
I think I’m bowling as well as I have. “I
played here (at Lancashire) when Glen
Chapple was 40 or 41 and he was as
good as he ever was then. “I know it’s
slightly different in county cricket but for
me, just playing Test cricket, not one-day

cricket, there’s no reason why I can’t
extend my career a little bit.”

Anderson, who has taken 30 wickets
in six Tests this summer coming at an
average of 15.9 and a strike-rate of one
wicket every 40 balls, said even if the
forthcoming Ashes tour went badly he
would not quit prematurely.

Spinner Graeme Swann did just that
announcing his retirement in the after-
math of Australia taking an unassailable
3-0 lead in the five Test series on the

2013/14 tour Down Under-they went on
to suffer a 5-0 whitewash. 

“If we are 3-0 down I am not going to
do a Swanny and just do one!” said
Anderson. “I am not going there and
thinking ‘right if we don’t win this I am
done’. We are going there because we
want to try to win the Ashes.

“That’s as much as I am thinking about
it. I think about how I am going to play.
How I am going to try to help the team
win.” — AFP

CHITTAGONG: Bangladesh’s captain Mushfiqur Rahim, right, plays a shot, as Australia’s wicketkeeper Matthew Wade follows the ball during the
first day of their second Test cricket match in Chittagong, Bangladesh, yesterday. — AP

CHITTAGONG: Bangladesh captain Mushfiqur
Rahim hit an unbeaten 62 yesterday to steer his
team to 253-6 at the end of the first day after
winning the toss and batting in pursuit of a his-
toric test series victory over Australia.

Rahim stalled the Australians progress after
offspinner Nathan Lyon (5-77) put the visitors in
commanding position with his second straight
five-for. Bangladesh slumped to 117-5 before
Rahim and Sabbir Rahman combined for a 105-
run sixth wicket stand. Rahman made his career
best 66, a fourth half-century, with six fours and
one six off 113 balls.  In his almost chanceless
innings, Rahim negotiated 149 balls and sent the
ball across the rope five times.

“I couldn’t keep my balance. We would have
been in a better position had I remained unbeat-
en. But I thought we did well today,” Sabbir said
of his dismissal. “The wicket isn’t easy to bat on,
but we did try to play till the end of the day.
Mushfiqur and Nasir are still out there. “I am not
really sure what is good score here. We just have
to bat as long as possible.”

Rahim came to the crease after Lyon removed
the top four batsmen, all trapped lbw, to leave
Bangladesh at 85-4. Lyon dismissed Tamin Iqbal
(9), Imrul Kayes (4) and Soymya Sarkar (33) in the
opening session of the second test to have
Bangladesh reeling at 70-3, then added the
wicket of Mominul Haque (31) in the second ses-
sion. It was the first time in test cricket that one
bowler had dismissed the top four batsmen leg
before wicket. “At the moment, we need to go
out there and take the four wickets and bowl
really well in partnerships like we started off this
morning,” Lyon said. “There’s not much spin
there at the moment so it’s a good challenge for
us spinners to challenge the batters and chal-
lenge their defense on a wicket like this.”

Bangladesh, on a high after its first-ever test
victory over Australia last week, made only one
change to its winning lineup and was upbeat
after winning the toss for the second time in the
series. But the Australians, making two changes
to allow for a three-pronged spin attack, made
early inroads when Lyon dismissed Tamim with a
quicker ball in the 10th over. Tamim scored half-
centuries in both innings in the first test and his
loss was an early setback for the hosts.

Lyon tested the Bangladesh batsmen with his
straight and quicker deliveries as he operated
tirelessly after opening the bowling with pace-
man Pat Cummins. Lyon also trapped out-of-
form Imrul Kayes for 4, with a straight delivery
that skidded to baffle the batsman. Australia
won a video review to dismiss him after umpire
Nigel Llong ruled it not out. Soumya Sarkar tried
to dominate Lyon, hitting him a boundary and a
six in an over, but he fell to quicker delivery on
the stroke of lunch, ending his 81-ball innings
and a 49-run stand for the third wicket.

Mominul Haque, who replaced paceman
Shafiul Islam to bolster Bangladesh’s batting,
was out in the 34th over. Rahim then shared 32-
run stand with Shakib Al Hasan, who scored 24
before left-arm spinner Ashton Agar (1-46) had
Shakib well caught behind by Matthew Wade in
the 47th over. Rahim’s stubbornness comple-
mented Rahman’s aggressive batting as the duo
rescued the hosts from the potential danger.
Rahman failed to keep his balance to be
stumped in the 82nd over as Lyon completed his
11th five-for. Rahim ended the day along with
Nasir Hossain (19 not out) without any danger.
The Australians dropped batsman Usman
Khawaja, picked three spinners and brought in
allrounder Hilton Cartwright as a seam bowling
backup for Cummins in a revamped lineup that
is trying to avoid a first-ever test series defeat to
Bangladesh. — AP

Kohli steers India to 5-0 

whitewash over Sri Lanka

Anderson looking forward to 39 steps in Australia

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh first innings 
Tamim Iqbal lbw b Lyon 9
Soumya Sarkar lbw b Lyon 33
Imrul Kayes lbw b Lyon 4
Mominul Haque lbw b Lyon 31 
Shakib Al Hasan ct Wade b Agar 24
Mushfiqur Rahim not out 62 
Sabbir Rahman st Wade b Lyon 66
Nasir Hossain not out 19
Extras (b5) 5
Total (six wickets, 90 overs) 253
Yet to bat: Mehedi Hasan, Taijul Islam, Mustafizur

Rahman. 
Fall  of wickets: 1-13 ( Tamim), 2-21 (Imrul),  3-70
(Soumya), 4-85 (Mominul), 5- 117 (Shakib), 6-222
(Sabbir).
Bowling: Cummins 17-4-33-0 , Lyon 28-6-77-5 , O’ Keefe
20-0-70-0, Agar 17-6-46-1, Maxwell 3-0-6-0, Cartwright
5-1-16-0.  
Australia: Steve Smith (captain), David Warner, Ashton
Agar, Hilton Cartwright, Pat Cummins, Peter
Handscomb, Matthew Wade, Steve O’Keefe, Nathan
Lyon, Glenn Maxwell, Matt Renshaw.

CHITTAGONG: Scoreboard at stumps on the first day of the second Test between Bangladesh and Australia at the
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chittagong yesterday:

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka:
N. Dickwella c & b Kumar 2
U. Tharanga c Dhoni b Bumrah 48
D. Munaweera c Kohli b Kumar 4
L. Thirimanne b Kumar 67
A. Mathews c Dhoni b Yadav 55
M. Siriwardana c Thakur b Kumar 18
H. de Silva run out 9  
A. Dananjaya st Dhoni b Chahal 4
M. Pushpakumara b Bumrah 8
V. Fernando not out 7
L. Malinga c sub b Kumar 2
Extras (b4, lb3, nb1, w6) 14
Total: (all out; 49.4 overs) 238
Fall of wickets: 1-14 (Dickwella),  2-40
(Munaweera), 3-63 (Tharanga), 4-185 
(Thirimanne), 5-194 (Mathews), 6-205 (de Silva), 7-
212 (Dananjaya), 8-228 
(Pushpakumara), 9-228 (Siriwardana), 10-238
(Malinga)
Bowling: Kumar 9.4-0-42-5, Thakur 6-0-48-0,

Bumrah 10-0-45-2, Yadav 10-0-40-1, Jadhav 4-0-
20-0, Chahal 10-0-36-1.

India:
R. Sharma c Pushpakumara b Fernando 16
A. Rahane c Munaweera b Malinga 5
V. Kohli not out 110
M. Pandey c Tharanga b Pushpakumara 36
K. Jadhav c Dickwella b de Silva 63
M.S. Dhoni not out 1
Extras (lb4, nb1, w3) 8
Total (for four wkts; 46.3 overs) 239
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Rahane), 2-29 (Sharma), 3-
128 (Pandey), 4-237 (Jadhav)
Did not bat: Bumrah, Chahal, Yadav, Kumar, Thakur
Bowling: Malinga 8-1-35-1, Fernando 7-0-40-1,
Dananjaya 10-0-49-0, Mathews 3-0-14-0,
Pushpakumara 10-0-40-1, Siriwardana 4-0-28-0,
de Silva 4.3-0-29-1.
Result: India won by six wickets

COLOMBO: Scoreboard of the fifth and final one-day international between India and Sri Lanka in
Colombo on Sunday:

ST PAUL: Maya Moore scored 26 points and
Renee Montgomery added 18 to help the
Minnesota Lynx secure the top seed in the WNBA
playoffs with an 86-72 victory over the
Washington Mystics on Sunday. Minnesota (27-
7) finished the season a game ahead of Los
Angeles (26-8). Both teams have byes until in the
semifinals on Sept. 12. Washington (18-16) is the
sixth seed and plays the Dallas Wings on
Wednesday. Kristi Toliver hit a 3-pointer with 4:28
remaining to pull Washington within 80-71, but
Moore answered at the other end and the
Mystics didn’t score again until the 2:09 mark.
Toliver led Washington with 20 points. Elena
Delle Donne added 12 points in just 18 minutes
and Krystal Thomas grabbed 14 rebounds. It was
Minnesota’s final game at the Xcel Energy Center
as the Lynx will play their home playoff games at
the University of Minnesota’s Williams Arena. The
team is moving to accommodate the Minnesota
Wild’s preseason schedule.

SPARKS 81, SUN 70
Nneka Ogwumike scored 21 points and

Candace Parker had a double-double as the
defending champion Los Angeles Sparks closed
the WNBA regular season with a win over
Connecticut. Los Angeles (26-8) went 15-1 at
home, but finished a game behind Minnesota for
the top seed in the playoffs. The Sparks have a
bye until the semifinals. The Sun (21-13) are the
fourth seed and have a first-round bye. Parker
had 12 points and 14 rebounds for the Sparks
and Odyssey Sims had 16 points. Courtney
Williams led the Suns with 19 points. Jonquel
Jones had 10 rebounds to finish with 403, the
first player in league history to surpass 400. Tina
Charles held the old record at 398. With 10 points,
Jones had 20 double-doubles this season. 

LIBERTY 82, WINGS 81
Tina Charles had 18 points and 18 rebounds

to help New York clinch the third seed in the
playoffs with a win over the Wings and extend
the Liberty’s winning streak to 10 games. The
Liberty (22-12) matched the franchise record for
longest winning streak and have a first-round
bye. The seventh-seeded Wings (16-18) play at
No. 6 Washington in a one-game playoff on
Wednesday. Trailing 82-79 after a Charles put-

back with 22.1 seconds to play, the Wings
missed, but forced a turnover and Aerial Powers
scored on a putback with 3.7 seconds left. When
the Liberty inbounded the ball in the frontcourt
after a timeout, they had a backcourt violation,
giving Dallas one last shot. Skylar Diggins-
Smith’s attempt from the 3-point line bounced
off the rim at the buzzer.

MERCURY 84, DREAM 70
Brittney Griner scored 30 points as the

Phoenix Mercury closed the regular season with
a victory over the Dream on Sunday to secure
the fifth seed in the playoffs. Phoenix (18-16) will
host Seattle on Wednesday night. Griner reached
the 30-point mark for the sixth time in her career
with a reverse layup with 1:23 remaining in the
fourth quarter. She blocked Elizabeth Williams’
shot at the other end. All six of her 30-point
games have come this season. Leilani Mitchell
added 18 points for Phoenix and Diana Taurasi
was held to nine points on 3-of-12 shooting.
Rookie Brittney Sykes scored a career-best 33
points for Atlanta (12-22). She was 12 of 19 from
the floor and made seven free throws. Tiffany
Hayes added 15 points, and Camille Little moved
into a tie with Lauren Jackson for 12th place in
WNBA history with 2,447 rebounds, passing
Yolanda Griffith.

STORM 85, SKY 80
Breanna Stewart scored 29 points, making

two free throws with 15.6 seconds left for a
three-point lead, and Seattle beat Chicago. The
Storm rallied to take a 79-78 lead with 3:11 left as
Jewell Loyd’s open 3-pointer from the corner
capped a 9-0 run. After Stewart’s makes, Allie
Quigley curled around a high screen but her
long 3 was off the mark. Seattle’s Noelle Quinn
sealed it by making two free throws with 11.2
seconds left. Loyd added 25 points for Seattle
(15-19), which plays at Phoenix on Wednesday
night in the first round of the playoffs. Stewart
made 10 of 12 at the stripe as the Storm only
missed three free throws in 27 attempts. Kahleah
Copper paced Chicago (12-22) with 18 points.
Courtney Vandersloot set a WNBA record in the
third quarter for the highest single-season
assists average. Her eight assists per game sur-
passed Ticha Penicheiro’s 2002 mark of 7.9. —AP

Lynx beat Mystics 86-72 for 

top seed in WNBA Playoffs

COLOMBO: Virat Kohli hit his second cen-
tury in a row as India thrashed Sri Lanka by
six wickets in the fifth one-day internation-
al Sunday to inflict a humiliating 5-0 series
defeat on the beleaguered hosts. Kohli
smashed nine fours in his unbeaten 110-
run knock to help the visitors achieve the
target of 239 with 21 balls to spare at the R.
Premadasa stadium in Colombo.

The series win came after India swept
the preceding three-Test rubber 3-0, cap-
ping their domination of the home side
which has been beset by injury and selec-
tion woes. This was India’s second 5-0
whitewash in an away ODI series with
Kohli’s men having blanked Zimbabwe in
2013.

Sri Lanka squandered the opportunity
to salvage some pride, folding up for a
below-par 238 in 49.4 overs after paceman
Bhuvneshwar Kumar grabbed a career-best
5-42. “It’s quite amazing to have won the

series 5-0. We always thought the shorter
format is going to be much more challeng-
ing,” said Kohli. 

“The youngsters and the spunk on the
field has worked for us. All round, it’s been
a complete series for us. We’ve been play-
ing some good cricket.” The Indians had a
shaky start but Kohli anchored the innings
with a 99-run partnership with Manish
Pandey (36) for the third wicket.

KOHLI, DHONI MILESTONES 
He also put on 109 runs with Kedar

Jadhav who scored a fine 63 off 73 balls.
Kohli, 28, looked in sublime form, hitting
Milinda Siriwardana for three fours in an
over to bring up his half-century.

The right-hander went on to complete
his 30th ODI century, equalling former
Australian captain Ricky Ponting’s tally.
Only Indian great Sachin Tendulkar has
scored more centuries in the 50-over game
with 49 tons. Earlier, Kumar made the most
of the conditions, reducing Sri Lanka to 40-
2 before Lahiru Thirimanne (67) and Angelo
Mathews stitched together a 122-run stand
for the fourth wicket to steady the innings.

The dismissal of the two set batsmen
triggered a collapse that saw the hosts lose
seven wickets for 53 runs. “It is a very diffi-
cult time for us. We were not up to the stan-
dard,” said Sri Lankan skipper Upul
Tharanga.

“We lost a few early wickets. Thirimanne
and Mathews had a good partnership. At
one stage we were looking at 260-270.
Unfortunately we collapsed again. 

“We have to improve all three depart-
ments, especially our batting. We couldn’t
get those big scores in all five games. We
lost a few main players, but still as a captain
I feel we didn’t play to our standard.”

Mathews gave an easy catch to wicket-
keeper Mahendra Singh Dhoni off spinner
Kuldeep Yadav (1-40) after making 55 off 98
deliveries.  Thirimanne, who hit three fours
and a six in his 102-ball knock, was bowled
by Kumar, the man of the match. 

Dhoni passed a career milestone when
he stumped Akila Dananjaya (four) off the
bowling of leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal,
his 100th in ODIs. 

Dhoni became the first to achieve the
feat, surpassing former Sri Lankan wicket-
keeper Kumar Sangakkara who had 99
stumpings to his credit. — AFP

WNBA

Rahim hits unbeaten 62 for 

Bangladesh against Australia

COLOMBO: India’s captain Virat Kohli
poses with the winner’s trophy after
their win over Sri Lanka in the fifth and
last one-day international cricket match
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Sunday. Indian
won the match by six wickets. — AP

Scott McCarron wins 4th PGA 

Tour Champions title of year

CALGARY: Scott McCarron won the Shaw
Charity Classic on Sunday for his fourth PGA
Tour Champions title of the season.
McCarron closed with a 3-under 67 to beat
Miguel Angel Jimenez by a stroke at Canyon
Meadows. After Jimenez missed a long
eagle putt en route to a birdie on the par-5
18th, McCarron holed a 3-footer for par.

“It felt like 20 feet,” McCarron said. “It
was kind of a right-center putt. I didn’t
take much time over it, because I saw it go
right by and I knew exactly what I was
going to do. I just missed a couple short
ones before, so I didn’t want to even think
about it too long. I set it up and made a
good putt finally. 

It really felt good to get that done.”
McCarron opened with rounds of 63 and
64 to take a two-stroke lead into the final
round.  The 52-year-old McCarron
matched Bernhard Langer for the season
victory lead and earned $352,500 to pull
closer to the idle German star in the
Charles Schwab Cup season standings.
McCarron has six victories in the last two
seasons on the 50-and-over tour. The
three -time PGA Tour winner won the
Allianz Championship in February, the
major Senior Players Championship in July

and the Dick’s Sporting Goods Open two
weeks ago.

“ Winning does not get easier,”
McCarron said. “These guys are the best
players in the world at their time and
they’re still playing some great golf. I truly
believe we’ve got 25 guys that can still
play on the PGA Tour and
compete.”McCarron finished at 16-under
194. He had an eagle for the third straight
day, this time on the par-5 11th after
accomplishing the feat the on the par-5
18th in the first two rounds.  Jimenez
closed with a 66.

“Scott is playing very well and holed
very important putts for him and that’s
the key,” Jimenez said. “He played very
well. In this case, he holed more putts
than us and won.” Scott Dunlap (67), Todd
Hamilton (67) and Kevin Sutherland (68)
tied for third at 13 under.

Nick Faldo followed his second-round
64 with a 73 to tie for 21st at 6 under. “I
didn’t hit it, I had one shot inside my 15-
foot circle,” Faldo said. “I actually hit quite a
few good shots, but I was either too long
or too short and then everything else was
medium. I got really miffed. I got messed
up with that wind.” —AP


