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MANILA: Philippine authorities said yes-
terday they would investigate allega-
tions police tortured and murdered a
second teenager following an earlier
killing that sparked the largest street
protests so far against President Rodrigo
Duterte’s war on drugs. Police said they
shot and killed Carl Angelo Arnaiz, 19, as
he robbed a taxi driver with a handgun
in northern Manila on August 17.

The young man’s parents dispute the
police account. On Monday the justice

ministry ordered an official investigation,
said Justice Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre.
“The autopsy result appears contrary to
the police allegation that he (Arnaiz) had
allegedly fought back,” Aguirre told
reporters. A forensic examination by a
government agency which provides legal
services to the poor found that Arnaiz was
tortured and shot dead while handcuffed.

“He was beaten up, his body was full
of welts, he had a black eye, gashes as
well as handcuff marks,” Public

Attorney’s Office chief pathologist Erwin
Erfe told reporters, adding that bullet
trajectories suggested Arnaiz was shot
while kneeling. Arnaiz was killed the
night after local police allegedly mur-
dered 17-year-old Kian Delos Santos, in
the same district during a major anti-
drug raid on August 16. Justice ministry
investigators last week recommended
murder charges against four Manila
police officers. The National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) found they intention-

ally killed Delos Santos and fabricated
evidence against him. Delos Santos’
killing led to rare street protests against
Duterte’s war on drugs. Police have killed
more than 3,800 drug suspects since he
began his presidency in July last year.

Thousands of others have died in unex-
plained circumstances over the same peri-
od. Rights groups have expressed alarm at
what they say are a wave of extrajudicial
murders, a claim the Duterte government
rejects. Persida Acosta, head of the Public

Attorneys’ Office, told reporters that Arnaiz
and a 14-year-old neighbor who remains
missing had disappeared from their homes
in an eastern Manila suburb 10 days before
Arnaiz’s remains ended up in the morgue.
Arnaiz had dropped out of the country’s
most prestigious university because he had
become depressed over the absence of his
mother, who worked in the Middle East,
Acosta added. Justice Secretary Aguirre said
he had ordered the NBI to locate the
missing 14-year-old boy. —AFP 

Philippines probes second police killing of teenager

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s Premier Lin Chuan
resigned yesterday in a move aimed at
reviving dwindling public support for the
government of President Tsai Ing-wen.
Tsai’s office announced in a statement
that Lin offered his resignation on
Sunday, saying that he had “accom-
plished his periodic tasks”, and it was
approved by the president.  

Speculation had been rife that Lin
would be replaced. The  government’s
popularity has been hit by a series of con-
troversial policies, ranging from holiday
cuts to pension reforms, as well as by
worsening relations with China. Beijing
has cut all official communication with
Tsai’s government since she took office in
May last year. Her Democratic Progressive
Party is traditionally independence-lean-
ing and has refused officially to accept
that Taiwan is part of “one China”.

Tsai’s popularity has dropped from a
high of nearly 70 percent when she took

power to below 30 percent in several
recent polls, with some in the DPP blam-
ing the unpopular premier for dragging
down her support. In a TVBS poll released
last month, Lin’s support fell to a record
low of 18 percent, while 44 percent said
he should be replaced against 26 percent
who said he should stay. 

“I am happy that somebody will take
over the heavy burden and I’m grateful
that somebody is willing to do that... I’ll
accept the criticisms that are reasonable,”
Lin told reporters when asked about his
low public support. Lin, an economist and
former finance minister, was rumoured to
become the next governor of Taiwan’s
central bank. But he said yesterday that
he has no plans to take any government
post in the future. His replacement will be
announced on Tuesday. There has been
widespread speculation that the popular
mayor of the southern city of Tainan,
William Lai, will take over. — AFP
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XIAMEN: The BRICS group of five major emerg-
ing economies called yesterday for reform of the
United Nations and tougher measures against
terrorist groups, while denouncing North Korea’s
latest nuclear test at a summit in China that
seeks to enlarge the organization’s presence on
the world stage. The nations - Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa- agreed in a joint
declaration to strengthen cooperation against a
range of organizations it described as terrorist,
including some based in Pakistan, in a diplomat-
ic victory for New Delhi.

The five also pledged their opposition to pro-
tectionism, a theme increasingly taken up by
host Chinese President Xi Jinping as anti-global-
ization sentiment in the West poses a threat to
China’s vast export markets. In the 43-page dec-
laration, Xi, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Brazilian
President Michel Temer and South African
President Jacob Zuma said they would work
together to improve global economic gover-
nance to foster “a more just and equitable inter-
national order.”

They also strongly condemned North Korea’s
sixth - and most powerful - nuclear test that took
place Sunday and has overshowed the two-day
BRICS summit in the southeastern Chinese city of
Xiamen that China is using as a showcase for its
growing international status. Preeti Saran, an offi-
cial with India’s Ministry of External Affairs, said
each leader had referred to North Korea’s nuclear
test when they spoke during their meeting.

Direct dialogue 
The declaration said the five emphasized that

the issue should only be settled through “peace-
ful means and direct dialogue of all the parties
concerned.” They called for “comprehensive
reform” of the UN and the UN Security Council
“with a view to making it more representative,

effective and efficient, and to increase the repre-
sentation of the developing countries so that it
can adequately respond to global challenges.”
No proposals on specific reforms were offered.

China, the world’s second largest economy,
wants BRICS to play a more important role in
international affairs. But some observers suggest
the group’s influence is waning given the ongo-
ing political and economic rivalry between
China and India and the economic woes faced
by Brazil, Russia and South Africa. In addressing
terrorism, the declaration named organizations
including the Pakistan-based militant groups
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad, the
Islamic State group and Al-Qaeda.

Saran said it was the first time there had been
a specific listing of alleged terrorist groups in a
BRICS document, calling that “a very important
development.” China, a key ally of Pakistan, has
repeatedly blocked India’s attempts to have the
leader of Jaish-e-Mohammad, Masood Azhar, put
on a UN Security Council terror blacklist. India
has accused archrival Pakistan of harboring and
training militants to launch attacks on its soil.

China is a veto-wielding permanent member
of the Security Council and has been seen as
using that clout to gain an edge in its political and
economic rivalry with India. The nuclear-armed
Asian giants recently ended a 10-week border
standoff high in the Himalayas that re-awakened
memories of their 1962 frontier war, paving the
way for Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
attend the BRICS summit in China.

Saran denied any connection between
China’s agreement to list the Pakistan-based
organizations and the withdrawal of Indian
troops from the contested Himalayan area last
week. “This is a multilateral forum with five sov-
ereign countries. There is no linkage to any other
development,” she said. At earlier BRICS sum-
mits, China balked at India raising Pakistan-

sponsored terrorism allegations and defended
its ally ’s role in countering terrorism, said
Sreeram Chaulia, dean of the Jindal School of
International Affairs near New Delhi.

Islamist fundamentalists
The inclusion of the two Pakistan-based

groups in the declaration shows that “India has
finally succeeded in persuading all BRICS mem-
bers that Islamist fundamentalists pose a univer-
sal threat,” Chaulia said. That came despite com-
ments by Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying on Thursday that China did not
consider Pakistan’s counter-terrorism efforts to be
an “appropriate topic” at the summit.

Saran said Modi and Putin discussed oil and
gas cooperation and how to promote trade and
investment between their two nations. Xi and
Modi are expected to hold a meeting on the
sidelines of the summit tomorrow. The declara-
tion also expressed concern about the Haqqani
network that is active in Afghanistan, and the
Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement, accused by
Beijing of fomenting unrest in China’s northeast-
ern region of Xinjiang.

The declaration said nations should unite to
fight terrorist groups in accordance with the
principles of international law, but emphasized
the importance of not interfering in the sover-
eign affairs of individual states. Xi announced in
his opening address yesterday that China
would set aside 500 million yuan ($76 million)
for economic and technological cooperation
and exchanges among BRICS countries, and $4
mill ion to suppor t the BRICS’ New
Development Bank. The figure was much small-
er than the 780 billion yuan ($120 billion) that
Xi pledged at a summit in May for his own sig-
nature initiative, the “One Belt, One Road” proj-
ect to boost connections between China,
Europe and Africa. — AP 

XIAMEN: (From left) Brazil’s President Michel Temer, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping, South Africa’s President
Jacob Zuma and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi pose for a group photo during the BRICS Summit at the Xiamen International Conference
and Exhibition Center. — AP 

BRICS urges UN reform,

cooperation on terror
‘Islamist fundamentalists pose a universal threat’

SEOUL: North Korea could be preparing
another missile launch, Seoul said yester-
day as it strengthened its defenses follow-
ing Pyongyang’s biggest-ever nuclear test
and declaration it had a hydrogen bomb.
The South and the United States will
deploy more of the Terminal High-Altitude
Area Defense (THAAD) missile launchers
that have infuriated Beijing, the defense
ministry said.

The announcement came after Seoul
fired an early-morning volley of ballistic mis-
siles in an exercise simulating an attack on
the North’s nuclear test site. Pictures showed
South Korean short-range Hyunmoo mis-
siles roaring into the sky in the pale light of
dawn from a launch site on the east coast.
Pyongyang said the device it detonated
Sunday was a hydrogen bomb-far more
powerful than the fission-based devices it is
believed to have previously tested-and small
enough to fit into a missile.

The blast threw down a new gauntlet to
President Donald Trump, after the North in
July twice tested an intercontinental ballis-
tic missile (ICBM) that appeared to bring
much of the US mainland into range, and
threatened to send a salvo of missiles
towards the US territory of Guam.

South Korean defense ministry officials
estimated its strength at 50 kilotons-five
times the size of the North’s previous
nuclear test.  They did not confirm whether
it was a hydrogen bomb, saying only that “a
variety of nuclear material” had been used.
But Defense Minister Song Young-Moo said
Seoul believed Pyongyang had succeeded
in miniaturizing its nuclear weapons to fit
into an ICBM.

The South had requested the US deploy
strategic assets such as aircraft carriers and
bombers to the peninsula, he said, but
denied reports Seoul was seeking the
return of US tactical nuclear weapons. Signs
that North Korea was “preparing for another
ballistic missile launch have consistently
been detected since Sunday’s test”, the min-
istry said. It did not indicate when a launch
might take place, but said it could involve
an ICBM being fired into the Pacific Ocean
to raise pressure on Washington further.

‘Appeasement’ accusation 
After Sunday’s test the United States

warned it could launch a “massive military
response” to threats from North Korea that
would be “both effective and overwhelming”.
“We are not looking to the total annihilation
of a country, namely North Korea,” Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis said, but warned: “We
have many options to do so.” Trump called an
emergency meeting of his national security
advisers and had his second telephone call
of the weekend with Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. But he did not talk to
South Korea’s Moon Jae-In for more than 24
hours-instead accusing Seoul of “appease-
ment”, raising jitters in Seoul about the two

countries’ decades-old alliance. Moon, who
advocates engagement as well as penalties
to bring Pyongyang to the negotiating
table, called for new United Nations sanc-
tions to “completely isolate North Korea.”
But Trump criticised the US treaty ally on
Twitter, saying: “South Korea is finding, as I
have told them, that their talk of appease-
ment with North Korea will not work, they
only understand one thing!”

The nuclear test prompted an interna-
tional chorus of condemnation. The
Security Council will hold an emergency
meeting today. At their summit in China,
the North’s key ally, the five-nation BRICS
grouping-taking in the host nation as well
as Brazil, Russia, India, and South Africa-
said Monday it “strongly deplores” the test.

Moon and Abe agreed to work for
stronger sanctions against the North, but
seven sets of UN measures have so far done
nothing to deter Pyongyang. US Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said Sunday his
department was preparing measures to
“cut off North Korea economically” and
ensure anyone trading with it could not do
business with the US. That would impact
Beijing, which is responsible for about 90
percent of the North’s commerce, but
would also have dramatic consequences
for the US as China is the world’s second-
largest economy.

‘Perfect success’ 
On Sunday US monitors measured a

powerful 6.3-magnitude earthquake near
the North’s main testing site, felt in parts of
China and Russia, with an aftershock possi-
bly caused by a rock cave-in. According to
the South’s Yonhap news agency, Seoul’s
National Intelligence Service said it was the
fifth blast the North had conducted in the
same No 2 tunnel at the Punggye-ri test
site, and it was “likely to have collapsed”.

But it said the North had already com-
pleted construction of a third tunnel, so
that it could carry out another test at any
time it chose, and work was underway on a
fourth. The North hailed the test as “a per-
fect success”. Despite fears of a possible
radioactive leak after the apparent collapse,
Japanese and Chinese scientists said they
had detected no radiation in the atmos-
phere. Hours before the test, the North
released images of leader Kim Jong-Un
inspecting a device it called a “thermonu-
clear weapon with super explosive power”
entirely made “by our own efforts and tech-
nology”.  The respected 38 North website
urged caution, saying it was likely the item
pictured was “only a model mock-up”.

The North says it needs nuclear
weapons to defend itself against the threat
of invasion, and analysts say it is seeking to
strengthen its hand for any future negotia-
tions with Washington. An increasing num-
ber of experts say talks are now the only
way to address the issue. —AFP
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new missile launch: Seoul

This undated file photo distributed on Sunday, Sept 3, 2017, by the North Korean
government, shows North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, second from right, at an
undisclosed location in North Korea. —AP 

PHNOM PENH: When Cambodia’s
main opposition leader was arrest-
ed over the weekend in a surprise
police raid, one of the country’s last
independent media outlets rushed
reporters out in the middle of night
to cover the story, just as it has
done for nearly a quarter century.
But the English-language
Cambodia’s Daily’s reportage about
the arrest of Kem Sokha, who
stands accused by the government
of treason, was a tragic story in and
of itself: it was to be the paper’s last.

Yesterday the venerable broad-
sheet, which has helped pioneer
press freedom and train genera-
tions of journalists since it was
founded in 1993, appeared in
newsstands for the last time - the
latest victim of a determined push
by the government of Prime
Minister Hun Sen to silence critics
in the run-up to 2018 elections.

The paper’s owners said they
were forced to close because of
“extra-legal threats by the govern-
ment,” a reference to a $6 million

tax bill they say authorities con-
trived with no audit and a single
purpose - to shut them down. “It’s
terrible, it’s frustrating,” said Chhorn
Chansy, who worked for a decade
at the paper as a reporter and news
editor. “We normally write about
others. We can’t believe that this
happened to us.”

During its 24-year-run, the
Cambodia Daily served as a model
for budding journalists, its stories
offering a window into a growing
nation that is still emerging from
decades of conflict and genocide.
About half the Daily’s 30 editorial
staff were Cambodian; the other
half were foreigners drawn from
around the world.

Outright dictatorship  
The paper, which included a

Khmer-language section, acquired a
reputation for hard-hitting investi-
gations in a nation where such
things were rare. It was also a consis-
tent thorn in Hun Sen’s side.  Its final
front-page headline, “Descent into

Outright Dictatorship,” ran above a
story about Kem Sokha’s arrest.

Below the piece was another
announcing Monday’s edition
would be its last. Jodie DeJonge,
the paper’s American chief editor,
called the closure a “blow against
press freedom, a blow against
allowing dissenting voices to be
heard, a blow against democracy in

Cambodia.” “It’s hard to imagine
that after working for so hard for so
long, these journalists just have to
walk away,” she said.

The Daily’s fate is part of a much
broader government crackdown on
critics that has intensified dramati-
cally in recent weeks and left many
wondering where the nation is
headed. — AP

Cambodia paper is latest victim 

of intensifying govt crackdown

PHNOM PENH: The final issue of The Cambodia Daily is sold at a
newsstand. —AP 


