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Unlicensed TV channel 

KUWAIT: High-ranking security sources said Kuwait has
handed over Saudi national Sheikh Fayez bin Damkh, who
was arrested over charges of launching an unlicensed TV
channel from Kuwait under the name of Al-Jazeera Al-
Arabiya. Bin Damkh was the channel’s chairman, and its
equipment was confiscated when the authorities raided a
villa in West Abdullah Al-Mubarak. 

Oil leak in Abdaly
KOC announced a limited leak took place from one of
its pipes in Abdaly. Security sources said the leak was
immediately dealt with and had no effect on produc-
tion levels. 

Suspect nabbed 
A non-Kuwaiti wanted for bribing a public servant and
possessing an unlicensed gun was arrested at a check-
point in Jahra. 

Drug suspect arrested 
An Egyptian in his twenties was arrested with a ciga-
rette packet filled with marijuana joints, said security
sources, noting that while walking in Rai, the suspect
got nervous on seeing a police patrol, threw away
the cigarette packet and ran off. The suspect was
chased and apprehended, and returning to the dis-
carded packet, detectives found the marijuana. A
case was filed. 

2 arrested for fighting 
A citizen and a Syrian were arrested outside a high-end
downtown restaurant for fighting, when the Syrian
tried to calm down the citizen who was shouting at his
wife, said security sources. The sources explained that
while dining, the citizen suddenly started yelling at his
wife, calling her foul names, and her pleas failed to
calm him down. The Syrian, also dining out with his
family, intervened to calm the husband down, which
shifted the husband’s shouting and cursing towards
him, forcing the wife to leave the place. Thinking that
the husband would assault her when he followed her
outside, the Syrian followed them and a fight ensued.
A case was filed. 
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As far as I know, no international court would
hear cases filed by individuals against sover-
eign states except the European Human

Rights Court, which jurisdiction is limited to the
countries who had signed the particular court’s
treaty. If an expat, for example an Egyptian teacher,
threatens to file a complaint with international
human right organizations against Kuwait for violat-
ing expat teachers’ rights, as he claims, that is his
business. It is also the right of anyone who believes
that his rights in equality and human dignity have
been violated in a certain country. 

If he has financial claims and the state has violat-
ed the contract signed with him, he should file his
case with Kuwaiti courts that have brought justice
to similar cases filed by expats. But, why make a fuss
about the issue and why do we hear so snobbish
anti-expat talks from lawmakers and some media
figures who describe them as ‘ungrateful’ to Kuwait?
These portrayed expats, who form two thirds of the
population, as mere invading groups that came to
‘devour’ everything then leave. 

I hope these verbal hotshots inquire once they
retire to their air-conditioned comfortable houses
about the Egyptian, Iranian or Bangladeshi builders
and Indian technicians who worked in extreme heat

for their comfort. Let these ‘Kuwaiti heroes’ inquire
about the nationalities of the people who built and
maintained their villas and the nurses tending to
them in hospitals and all those working silently
without anybody listening to their grieves whenever
their bread-winning is at stake, who are treated as if
they are ‘parasites’, who fell from ‘sick’ skies onto the
state of good and benevolence.

Al-Jarida’s editorial titled ‘Doing Wrong to Expats
is Not Like Us’ was fair and honorable. Doing so, Al-
Jarida seems to have started swimming against vio-
lent racial currents that have been dominating the
country after its revenues started decreasing. Some
newspapers have started bringing the topic up with
the excuse that ‘it appeals to readers’. 

They started joining the group of heroes to make
gains through spreading a general situation of dis-
content instead of addressing the hearts and minds
and humane citizens. Doing so, these newspapers
are only paving the way to establish a GCC fascism
that had been seeded long ago ever since we start-
ed hiring expats to build our modern state. Now
that we are financially shaken, those seeds of hatred
against expats have started to grow into thorns. 

Many expats had taken advantage of the absence
of financial and administrative bodies’ effectiveness.
Some expat advisors and others have unlawfully
signed contracts with astronomical figures. Some of
them were even hired to custom-tailor laws accord-
ing to what their bosses, who are Kuwaitis, wish.
Expats taking over small stores in government-
owned markets and getting accused of using up the
country’s good things only did so because Kuwaitis
have rented the place and settled for collecting the
rent, just like most of us are getting oil revenues,
while relaxing. 

We are only looking for expat scapegoats to blame
them for all the depression, mismanagement and
incompetence we are suffering from. Such Trump-like
manner of twisting truth is so dangerous because in
America they, at least, have institutes to monitor and
prevent the abuse of presidential powers.

Seeking

scapegoats
By Hassan Al-Essa 
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Violation of article 108
While patrolling the area where dead fish were found in
Kuwait Bay during Eid, EPA deputy director for technical
affairs Mohammed Al-Enezi spotted and arrested a number
of expats fishing in the bay in violation of article 108 of the
environment law. 

Body of a newborn 
The body of a newborn baby was found near a garbage
dumpster in Nugra.

Unidentified robber
A Jordanian working for an automobile insurance compa-
ny reported that an unidentified robber broke into his
apartment and stole KD 320 in cash, in addition to some
documents and civil IDs. A case was filed and further inves-
tigations are in progress. 

According to news reports published on Tuesday,
the total sum spent on citizens’ rent allowances
over the past 25 years was KD 2 billion to com-

pensate those awaiting government-provided housing
though the rent allowance is only 30 percent of the
actual rent value citizens pay, which means that the
state has paid this huge sum to compensate people for
one third of their monthly rent values.

As soon as I read the story, I surfed a website spe-
cialized in real estate trading and came across a newly
built and uninhabited 10 floor building located over
1,000 square meters for sale for a negotiable price of
KD 2.1 million. The building also includes a ground
floor and a basement in addition to 43 three bedroom
apartments. So, assuming that the actual cost of pur-
chasing the land needed for the building and con-
structing it according to super deluxe standards as the
ad mentions would be KD 1.7 or KD 2 million at most
according to 2017 prices.

This means the sum spent on rent values could
have provided us with at least one thousand similar
buildings, that is, 43,000 three bedroom apartments.
Assuming that the average monthly rent is KD 230,
which means that those buildings would make KD 10
million monthly, which is enough to purchase four
extra similar buildings every month and thus save KD
2 million spent on maintenance, security and cleaning
while the main assets are still owned by the state in
hotel-like conditions. 

In addition, this would greatly help reduce rent val-
ues and stop draining out people’s earnings. What I
assumed is one of the many solutions that does not
require building special infrastructures. There are over
thousand other solutions but I mentioned only this
one because it is simple and reasonable in using mon-
ey in a much better way instead of wasting it on rent
allowances. All we need from officials is to be creative
and search for alternatives instead of turning our
spending methods into fixed habits and traditions.

KD 2 billion
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Hit and run 
An Egyptian in his seventies was seriously injured when he
was run over by a speeding vehicle while crossing the road
in a rush to attend Fajr prayers in Hawally. Security sources
said the man was rushed to Mubarak Hospital for treatment
and the Syrian driver was arrested. — Al-Rai/Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait’s (NBK)
family paid a visit to NBK Children’s spe-
cialty Hospital at Sabah Medical district to
share Eid Al Adha happy moments with
children suffering from permanent and

incurable ailments.
NBK Public
Relations Officer,
Farah Al Bastaki
said that “Sharing
the happy
moments of Eid Al
Adha and other
similar occasions
with children is our
pleasure. We are
proud that NBK
devotes such atten-

tion to supporting Kuwait society and pro-
viding compassion and support for those
in need, including sick children.”

NBK’s commitment to shoulder its cor-
porate social responsibility was the basic
motive that led NBK to build the children
hospital and the New Stem Cell Unit at Al

Sabah Medical District,” Bastaki added.
“Both hospitals emphasizes NBK’s role in
supporting the country’s health care insti-
tutions and sick children in achieving their
treatment.” 

The visit to the hospital was emotional
and overwhelming for both the children
and NBK staff. 

Established in the year of 2000, NBK

Children’s Specialty Hospital was the first
of its kind in Kuwait to provide free treat-
ment for children with cancer. In the
beginning of this year, NBK finalized the
establishment of the new Stem Cell
Therapy Unit as part of the hospital devel-
opment plan to offer free of charge treat-
ment using advanced equipment and spe-
cialized doctors. 

NBK family shares Eid moments 

with children at NBK Hospital

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) launched the 4th edi-
tion of the recruitment program for high achievers ìFrossahî.
This program encompasses 11 distinguished new recruits. The
2-year program offers trainees over 50 training courses and
workshops on all fields of Islamic banking industry, financial
practices, management and planning.

Training courses are delivered by a selected group of
experts and well-versed lecturers. The program includes field
trips, tests and periodical assessments to measure the partici-
pantsí performance. Amani AlMerri, an official at the National
Labor Force Development Department at Manpower and
Government Restructuring Program - MGRP praised KFH in
recognition of its efforts in training the national labor through
comprehensive training plans, hailing its commitment towards
qualifying and honing the skills of its human resources. 

She expressed, on the sidelines of inaugurating Forssah
program, her pride of this program, indicating it has proved a
great success since its launch in 2009.  Meanwhile, Group Chief
Human Resources Officer at KFH, Frederick Jacobus Carstens
affirmed KFHís interest in improving the skills and capabilities
of its human resources, especially the youth of national labor.
Frederick urged the trainees to take advantage of the program
to the extreme level. He added that a KFH staff has to have
comprehensive vision on the Group banks and subsidiaries,
while motivated to add value to the organization.

For his part, Executive Manager Talent Management at KFH,

Imad Mirza said that KFH tailored this program to meet the
qualification and the outstanding educational level of the
trainees, which allows the bank to invest in them and create a
reliable workforce of national youth. Mirza added that Forssah
program tackles several topics in Islamic banking, technical
and behavioral skills, field training at KFH branches and
departments and at the Group levels. This allows trainees to
expose to new products and services while getting introduced
to new experiences. 

Farah Bastaki 

KFH launches recruitment 

program for high achievers

KUWAIT:  Frederick, Mirza and Al Merri pose for a photo
with the trainees.


