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KUWAIT: Photo captures sunrise at a beach in Fintas.— KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait continues to enjoy a solid
mutual relationship with China, notably in
trade, economy, and investment fields, as
Beijing is highly regarded as one of Kuwait’s
key partners in foreign trade. The Kuwaiti-
Chinese economic relationship has significant-
ly flourished since His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
visit to China in 2009, which aimed at boosting

the two countries’ ties in various fields.
Since then, China has become a vital part-

ner in achieving His Highness the Amir ’s
vision to transform Kuwait into a global com-
mercial hub by 2035, also known as the “New
Kuwait 2035” strategy. The two nations’
booming trade ties reflect their grand strate-
gic and economic vision, whether in China’s
New Silk Road vision and Belt and Road

Initiative, or in Kuwait’s New 2035 strategy.
Their visions and initiatives fall in line with
the ongoing global economic changes that
the world has been witnessing since the 2008
global financial crisis.

Kuwait and China seek to enhance their
economic and trade relations through
exchanging expertise to address obstacles and
difficulties facing their commercial coopera-

tion. According to latest statistics issued by the
Central Statistical Bureau (CSB), China’s vol-
ume of exports to Kuwait was estimated at
$1.09 billion during Q1 2017, while Kuwait’s
non-oil exports to China stood at $152.52 mil-
lion in same period.

In 2016, the bilateral trade exchange hit
$9.5 billion, according to figures of the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. The min-

istry’s data also estimated Kuwaiti petrochemi-
cal exports to China at $298 million in 2016,
while Chinese electric appliances and equip-
ment exports to Kuwait at $1.3 billion in same
year. Moreover, Chinese companies are cur-
rently taking part in several vital projects in
Kuwait, implementing around 84 projects
worth some $18.12 billion in oil, housing, and
infrastructure sectors. — KUNA

China continues to be Kuwait’s top trade partner

KUWAIT: A team from the Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) recently visited the
coastguards headquarters at Sabah Al-Ahmed Marine Base in Fintas to cele-
brate Eid with the troops on duty. CBK’s Deputy Director for PR and publicity
Amani Al-Wer’a said that the visit was part of CBK’s all year long communal
activities and that CBK is keen on showing support and appreciation to security
forces. Concluding the visit, Lit Colonel Sheikh Mubarak A-Sabah expressed
appreciation for the visit and thanked CBK team. 

KUWAIT: Young students prepare for lessons. The Ministry of Education is gearing up
to welcome 337,131 students in its schools across the country with the start of the
new academic year on Sunday, September 10th. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education is gearing
up to welcome 337,131 students in its schools
across the country with the start of the new
academic year on Sunday, September 10th. In
press statements to KUNA, the ministry’s
Undersecretary Haitham Al-Athari stated that
schools would open doors for students of
grade 1 and grade 2 students as of
September 10 and for students of grade 3 to
grade 9 a day later.

Meanwhile, secondary schools, from grade
10 to grade 12, would welcome students as of
September 17th, Al-Athari added. He pointed

out that schoolbooks have been delivered to
over 90 percent of schools and the residue
would be receive their books soon. The official
stated that the ministry has also completed
maintenance and cleaning works at schools.
Teachers and administrative staff would return
to schools after the end of Eid Al-Adha holiday
today, he said. Al-Athari thanked the ministry’s
staff and officials for their efforts during the
summer to prepare schools for the new aca-
demic year. He also wished teachers and stu-
dents a new scholastic year full of successes
and achievements. —KUNA

Education Ministry gears
up to welcome students
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KUWAIT: The Keralaites in Kuwait yesterday cel-
ebrated Onam, Kerala’s harvest festival, with tra-
ditional enthusiasm and gaiety. Fortunately,
‘Thiruvonam,’ the most important day during the
10-day-long festival, fell on the fourth day of Eid
Al-Adha festival this year, making it convenient
for many to celebrate the festival alongside Eid
festivities.

For many Malayali families, the festival pro-
vided an opportunity for get-together in their
apartments where traditional ‘Onasadya’(feast)
was served. Being the highlight of the celebra-
tion, the Onam banquet, consists only of vege-
tarian dishes and is served on a banana leaf. It is
an extravagant meal with 16 to 26 dishes and
will be served as a single course. In many flats,
women came together in their traditional Onam
sari and blouse to lay ‘pookalam’ (floral designs).

“We are very happy this year because we
could celebrate Eid first and then Onam during
the 4-day of the holiday,” said Mohammad Rafi, a
Keralite expat who stays in Jleeb-Al-Shuyoukh. 

Banking on the huge demand for fruits and
vegetables during the festival season, many
supermarkets and grocery shops announced big
promotions and sales though customers
claimed that the prices of many items went up
during the season. Many Indian restaurants in
Salmiya, Jleeb, Mangaf and Fahaheel announced
‘ready-to-serve’ Onam meals yesterday, charging
KD2.5 to KD4 per packet. Eid and Onam celebra-

tions mark the beginning of a long festival sea-
son for the 350,000-strong Malayali community
in Kuwait.  Thiruvonam marks the end of a ten-
day Onam festivities, though Indian associations
in Kuwait have scheduled Onam celebrations in

the coming weekends which may very well con-
tinue through October. Onam is celebrated as
the homecoming of mystical king ‘Mahabali’ and
during his rule an egalitarian society prevailed
where all citizens were treated as equal.   

Keralites celebrate Onam

KUWAIT: A traditional Onam feast is served on banana leaves in an apartment in Salmiya as a
group of Malayali families gathered there to celebrate the festival. 

Syrian visas subject to security checks 
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Responding to a parliamentary pro-
posal suggesting allowing the issuance of
family visit visas for Syrians residents, Deputy
PM and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah said opening of family visit visas for
Syrians was being done according to stan-
dard procedures and subject to security
checks.  

Excess expat workers
The Ministry of Social Affairs And Labor

issued a ministerial decision mandating
employers to pay a fee of KD 250 per work
permit for excess expat workers, noting that
employers will only be allowed a maximum
of 50 percent of the workforce to be expats. 

Replacing expat
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare

announced full adherence to CSC regulations
pertaining replacing expat employees with
citizens, since Minister Yasser Abul took office
in 2014. The authority also stressed that over
70 percent of its 1,850 employees are citizens
and that expats are only limited to the posi-
tions of advisors, engineers and legal consult-
ants. The authority added that it terminated
143 expat employees during the past two
years and that the total number of expat
employees has dropped to only 590. 

Experts from Boston
Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-Harbi said a

number of experts from Boston Pediatrics
Hospital will  visit  Kuwait by the end of
September to review health services provid-

ed at pediatric departments at Kuwaiti hospi-
tals and help develop them. Harbi added that
the visiting team will also examine some rare
cases. He also noted that another team from
a Los Angeles hospital will visit Kuwait for the
same purpose. In addition, Harbi said that a
Kuwaiti medical team will visit UK soon to
review its experiences in liver transplants.
Finally, Harbi said that a Korean delegation
visited Kuwait a few days earlier to help
develop the e-filing system used in Kuwait. 

Steps by KPC hailed
Kuwait Society of Engineers hailed steps by

KPC and its subsidiary companies in appoint-
ing oil engineers in international oil compa-
nies cooperating with Kuwait’s oil sector,
which had been promised by the oil minister.
In this regard, the society’s chairman Faisal
Dowaih Al-Ottol congratulated the engineers
who had graduated many years ago and were
finally appointed in these companies. 

Terrorist funding index
Kuwait was ranked 90th worldwide and

3rd in GCC on the 2017 international money
laundering and terrorist funding index.
According to the report issued by The Basel
Institute on Governance, Kuwait advanced
from 83rd to 90th last year. Notably, the Basel
AML Index measures the risk of money laun-
dering and terrorist financing of countries
based on publicly available sources. A total of
14 indicators that deal with AML/CFT regula-
tions, corruption, financial standards, political
disclosure and rule of law are aggregated into
one overall risk score. By combining these
various data sources, the overall risk score

represents a holistic assessment addressing
structural as well as functional elements in
the AML/CFT framework. 

Overseas expenses
Responding to an inquiry by MP Rakan Al-

Nisf about overseas spending and budgets
for the fiscal year 2016-2017, Deputy PM and
Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh said total
overseas expenses were KD 2,235,666,000
including a lion’s share of KD 1.08 billion for
overseas treatment alone, while cultural
offices abroad only cost KD 654 million.  

Fire in downtown tower 
A fire broke out in a downtown tower’s

fourth floor, and wind made flames reach the
sixth floor, said security sources, noting that
firemen rushed to the site in record time and
efficiently managed to control the fire with-
out recording any casualties. 

Municipality criticized
Kuwait Fishermen Union Chairman Thaher

Al-Sowayyan strongly criticized the munici-
pality and the ministry of commerce’s deci-
sion to transfer the imported fish auction
from Mubarakiya to the Sharq fish market,
noting that such a step was dangerous for
local products and local fish catches. He also
warned that such a step will facilitate fraud
by mixing imported and local fish. 

First Ring Road
MPW’s Assistant Undersecretary for road

engineering Ahmed Al-Hessan said 35 per-
cent of the First Ring Road development pro-
ject’s first phase is complete. 


