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RANGERS 8, ASTROS 1
Andrew Cashner pitched eight strong

innings, Mike Napoli hit a three-run homer
and Texas beat Houston in a game relocated
to Florida because of Hurricane Harvey. A
crowd of 6,123 - up from 3,485 the previous
night for the opener of a three-game series at
Tropicana Field - watched Cashner (8-9) limit
the AL West leaders to three hits, one after the
second inning. Napoli’s homer off Dallas
Keuchel (11-3) capped a six-run fourth inning
for the Rangers, who’ve won two straight fol-
lowing a three-game skid. Houston’s third loss
in four games was overshadowed by the
announcement earlier Wednesday that the
Astros will return to home after Thursday’s
finale to face the New York Mets this week-
end. After an unscheduled day off, the Astros
will play a doubleheader Saturday and after-
noon game Sunday against the Mets.

NATIONALS 4, MARLINS 0
Stephen Strasburg tossed a complete

game six-hitter and also homered, Wilmer
Difo added a home run and Washington beat
Miami to complete a three-game sweep.
Washington, which has won four in a row,
extended its lead in the NL East to 15 games
over the Marlins. Miami, which had won 13 of
16 prior to arriving in Washington, had not
dropped three in a row since July 14-16. The
Marlins had no answer for Strasburg (11-4),
who struck out eight. Strasburg threw 110
pitches. It was Strasburg’s second complete
game in 179 starts and his first since Aug. 11,
2013, against Philadelphia.

Strasburg is 1-1 with a 0.86 ERA in three
starts since returning from a disabled list stint
for right elbow nerve impingement. Miami
left-hander Adam Conley (6-6) made it
through the first four innings unscathed
before Strasburg launched the first pitch of
the fifth to right-center for his second home
run this season and third of his career.

RED SOX 7, BLUE JAYS 1
Mitch Moreland had a pinch-hit homer

and drove in four runs, Hanley Ramirez
added a solo blast and Boston beat Toronto
to complete a three-game sweep. Rick
Porcello (9-15) allowed one run in 6 2/3
innings as the AL East-leading Red Sox
moved 5 1/2 games ahead of the second-
place New York Yankees, who were swept in
a doubleheader by Cleveland.  New York and
Boston begin a four-game series at Yankee
Stadium on Thursday. Ramirez connected for
the second straight game as the Red Sox
improved to 8-1 in Toronto this season.
Boston is 10-3 overall against the Blue Jays
with six meetings remaining at Fenway Park
in September. Pinch-hitting for Chris Young
against right-hander Tom Koehler (1-7),
Moreland hit a second deck drive in the sev-
enth, his 18th.  It was the third pinch-hit
homer of Moreland’s career.

BREWERS 6, CARDINALS 5
Domingo Santana and Jonathan Villar

homered in the sixth inning, and center field-
er Keon Broxton made a leaping catch over
the wall for the final out. Corey Knebel
pitched the ninth for his 30th save. Chase
Anderson (8-3) gave up two hits -  both
homers - in six innings, three earned runs,
struck out six and walked two to improve to
4-0 in nine starts at Miller Park this season.
Santana hit his 22nd homer of the season and
Villar’s was his 10th, giving Milwaukee a fran-
chise-record nine players with at least 10
homers in a season. Carlos Martinez (10-10)
allowed 10 hits, six runs - three earned - and
struck out seven in 5 2/3 innings.

CUBS 17, PIRATES 3
Kyle Schwarber hit two home runs, Ian

Happ and Anthony Rizzo also went deep and
Chicago pounded Pittsburgh. Chicago tied a
season high for runs set against Philadelphia
on Saturday and banged out 20 hits to match
its highest total since May 12, 2014, at St
Louis. The Cubs (72-60) outscored the Pirates
27-5 in a three-game sweep and moved 12
games above .500 for the first time this year.
They also remained 3 1/2 games ahead of
Milwaukee for the NL Central lead. Javier
Baez became the first Cubs player in seven
years to steal home. Jose Quintana (5-3) held
Pittsburgh to three runs in six innings. He
retired 14 in a row after giving up two runs in
the first and also had an RBI single. Ivan Nova
(11-12) lasted just three innings in his short-
est outing of the year.

TWINS 11, WHITE SOX 1
Jose Berrios pitched seven scoreless

innings, Brian Dozier had four hits and Eddie
Rosario homered twice as Minnesota defeat-
ed Chicago. Berrios (12-6) tied a career high
with 11 strikeouts, including seven of the last
nine batters he faced. He walked one and
gave up just four hits to win his seventh
straight start at Target Field. The Twins, with
a slim lead for the second AL wild card, ran
their August record to 19-10 - the most wins
in the majors this month. Mitch Garver and
Ehire Adrianza each had three hits for the
Twins. Adrianza tripled twice and drove in
four runs, while Garver scored three runs and
was a home run short of the cycle. Derek
Holland (7-14) gave up five runs in five
innings. In six career starts at Target Field,
he’s 0-5 with a 7.98 ERA.

METS 2, REDS 0
Rafael Montero took a one-hitter into the

ninth inning, and New York held on for a vic-
tory that extended its dominance over
Cincinnati. Montero (3-9) allowed only Joey
Votto’s single through the first eight innings.

The Reds loaded the bases with one out in
the ninth on two hits and an intentional walk
to Votto. A J Ramos fanned Adam Duvall and
Scooter Gennett for his 26th save in 28
chances. Jose Reyes, Wilmer Flores and Kevin
Plawecki doubled in the first inning for a 2-0
lead against Homer Bailey (4-7), setting up
the Mets’ 12th victory in their last 15 games
at Great American Ball Park. The Mets had
won 14 straight against the Reds overall since
2014, a streak snapped by Cincinnati’s 14-4
win Tuesday night.

TIGERS 6, ROCKIES 2
Justin Verlander struck out nine over six

commanding innings and aided his own
cause by driving in his first career run.
Verlander (10-8) allowed one run and three
hits. His only mistake was a curveball that
Charlie Blackmon hit for a solo homer in the
sixth. Verlander ignited the offense with an
RBI single in the second. Nicholas Castellanos
added a solo homer and James McCann
sealed the game with a three-run shot in the
fifth to help Tigers take two of three from
Colorado. The Rockies finished August with a
12-15 record - their first losing month of the
season. They saw their lead for the second NL
wild card shrink to three games over
Milwaukee. Chad Bettis (0-2) struggled with
his control in his fourth start since returning
from treatment for testicular cancer. He
allowed five runs in five innings.

RAYS 5, ROYALS 3
Logan Morrison, Steven Souza Jr and

Adeiny Hechavarria homered to help Tampa
Bay beat Kansas City for its latest series victo-
ry. The Rays took two of three from the
slumping Royals and have won three consec-
utive series. The Royals lost 18 of 28 games in
August, including six of seven to end the
month. Morrison, born in Kansas City, has
four homers, eight RBIs and six runs in the
first six games of Tampa Bay’s road trip. He
hit his 33rd homer in the fifth against Jason

Vargas (14-9). Souza hit his 29th earlier in the
inning, snapping a 3-all tie. Vargas, an All-Star
this season, is 2-6 with a 7.20 ERA over his
past 10 starts. Jake Odorizzi (7-7) allowed
three runs and four hits over five-plus
innings.  Alex Colome earned his major
league-leading 40th save in 45 chances. Whit
Merrifield hit a three-run homer for the
Royals.

PADRES 5, GIANTS 0
Travis Wood homered and pitched into

the fifth inning, Jose Pirela also went deep
and San Diego blanked San Francisco. Wood
hit a solo shot in the third and Pirela added
one of his own in the sixth as the Padres
defeated the Giants for the ninth time in 12
games. After Pirela’s homer, reliever Kyle
Crick’s wild pitch scored Wil Myers, putting
the Padres up 3-0. Austin Hedges’ RBI single
made it 4-0. Wood’s pitch count reached 97
through 4 1/3 innings and he was pulled.
Craig Stammen (2-2), the first of four San
Diego relievers, worked 1 2/3 clean innings
for the win. Brad Hand got four outs for his
14th save as the bullpen retired 14 of 16 bat-
ters. Giants lefty Ty Blach (8-11) went 5 2/3
innings, allowing two runs and five hits.

BRAVES 9, PHILLIES 1, First game
BRAVES 5, PHILLIES 2, Second game

David Freitas lined a go-ahead RBI double
for his first career hit, Ender Inciarte had
three hits and Atlanta beat Philadelphia to
complete a doubleheader sweep. Jul io
Teheran (9-11) allowed one run and five hits,
striking out eight in 6 1/3 innings. Inciarte
was 3 for 5 with one RBI after going 5 for 5
with four RBIs to lead the Braves to a 9-1 vic-
tory in the opener. Philadelphia’s Game 2
starter, Mark Leiter Jr. (2-4), allowed three
runs and nine hits in 6 2/3 innings. Braves
starter R.A Dickey (9-8) struck out nine over
eight innings in Game 1. Freddie Freeman
hit a two-run homer off Jerad Eickhoff (4-8)
in the first. —AP 

stagger into Red Sox series

WASHINGTON: Washington Nationals’ Jayson Werth breaks his bat as he grounds out in the fourth inning of a baseball game against
the Miami Marlins at Nationals Park on Wednesday. —AP 


