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TOKYO: Britain and Japan will step up the pace of sanctions
against nuclear-armed North Korea after its "outrageous" firing of
a missile over Japan, British Prime Minister Theresa May said yes-
terday. "We condemn North Korea in the strongest words possible
for a reckless act which was a clear violation of United Nations
Security Council resolutions," May told a press briefing during an
official visit to Japan.

"In response to this illegal action, Prime Minister (Shinzo) Abe
and I had agreed to work together and with others in the interna-
tional community to strengthen pressure against North Korea
including by increasing the pace of sanctions."

Britain wants new United Nations sanctions against North
Korea that would target guest workers sent mostly to Russia and
China, and whose wages are a source of revenue for Pyongyang.
Last week, Japan expanded its own sanctions against the North,
after a similar US move. May pointed to the key role China plays as
the North's chief ally. "Now we need to ensure it's not just words of
condemnation, but that action is taken, and China does have a
particular position in this," May said. "They have leverage on North
Korea, and I believe we should be encouraging China to exercise
that leverage."

Earlier yesterday, Beijing slammed a report that suggested the
US, Japan and Britain were planning fresh punitive measures
against the North, saying calls for sanctions were "destructive" and
that those measures alone "cannot fundamentally resolve the
issue". May's comments come after she attended Japan's top
security meeting yesterday, reportedly only the second foreign
leader to attend a meeting of the National Security Council after
Australia's then-prime minister Tony Abbott in 2014. The Council,

which was created at the end of 2013, consists of Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe and key ministers.

Like-minded partner
Before the meeting, May described Japan as "the UK's clos-

est security partner in Asia" and a "like-minded partner". "We
must work together to enhance our collective response to the
threats to the international order and global peace and securi-
ty," she said. "That must include confronting the threat that
North Korea poses and ensuring that this regime in North
Korea stops its aggressive acts." The UN Security Council on
Tuesday unanimously condemned North Korea over the
launch of the missile, which flew over Japanese territory
before crashing into the Pacific, but it stopped short of issuing
fresh punitive measures against the regime. Earlier yesterday,
May visited a naval base on the outskirts of Tokyo with
Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera before attending a busi-
ness forum and the security meeting. My visit "gives a sign of
the growing cooperation and partnership that we have on
defense", May said of the naval base tour. Japan's defense
ministry yesterday said it would request its largest-ever annual
budget to beef up its missile defense systems in the wake of
the North Korean launch.

May arrived in Japan Wednesday with an eye to soothing
Brexit fears and pushing ahead on early free-trade talks with the
world's number three economy. She is to meet Emperor Akihito
on Friday before leaving. Earlier this year, Britain and Japan signed
a defense logistics treaty that allows both country's forces to share
equipment, facilities and services. — AFP
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TOKYO: British Prime Minister Theresa May, left, and Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, right, shake hands during a joint
press conference at the state guest house in Tokyo.— AP

SEOUL: Pyongyang has sentenced four South Korean journalists
to death for book reviews that insulted the North, state media
said yesterday. The Chosun Ilbo and the Dong-A Ilbo, both of
them conservative newspapers, reviewed the new Korean edition
of "North Korea Confidential", a book by two  Seoul-based British
journalists first published in 2015. The work details the growing
role of the market in daily lives in the North, where South Korean
television dramas are circulated on the black market, and fashion
items and hairstyles from the South are copied.

Those caught in possession of DVDs or USBs containing
South Korean TV dramas can bribe their way out of any trouble,
it says. For the Korean edition the book has been re-titled
"Capitalist Republic of Korea", in a play on the North's official
designation as a democratic republic, and its cover replaces the
red star in the North's coat of arms with a dollar sign. By review-
ing the book, newspapers "committed a hideous crime of seri-
ously insulting the dignity of the DPRK" as part of a "sordid

smear campaign", the North's Central Court said.  The papers
had the "temerity" to carry a picture of the book cover, it added
in a statement carried by the official Korean Central News
Agency. "They have reached the state of slandering and insult-
ing even the inviolable name of our country and its national
emblem," it said. One journalist from each newspaper, and the
presidents of both publications were sentenced to capital pun-
ishment, it said. 

"The criminals hold no right to appeal and the execution will
be carried out any moment and at any place without going
through any additional procedures," it added. No penalty was
specified for the books' authors, former Economist correspondent
Daniel Tudor, and James Pearson, who writes for the Reuters
news agency. Tudor has not been to North Korea since publica-
tion and is understood not to have plans to go again. It is not the
first time Pyongyang has declared a death sentence on South
Korean citizens. —AFP

Chinese Communist
Party congress 
set for Oct 18

BEIJING: China will convene its 19th Party Congress on
October 18, state media said yesterday, a key meeting held
every five years where President Xi Jinping is expected to
receive a second term as the ruling Communist Party's top
leader. More than 2,300 delegates will discuss the country's
accomplishments since the previous gathering and elect the
new members of the party's top leadership, according to the
party's official mouthpiece the People's Daily. 

The congress will decide a new line-up for the all-power-
ful Politburo Standing Committee, the group of seven politi-
cians who run the world's second largest economy. At the
meeting, Xi is widely expected to consolidate his grip on
power, solidifying his position as China's most powerful ruler
in a generation. "The spirit of President Xi Jinping's important
speeches will be carried out at the Congress," the People's
Daily said. There has been speculation that Xi's name will be
immortalized in the party's constitution, alongside the coun-
try's two most powerful former leaders, Mao Zedong and
Deng Xiaoping.

The People's Daily article added that the meeting would
discuss a strategy for building a "moderately prosperous
society," the goal of Xi's banner campaign to eliminate
poverty nationwide by the 100th anniversary of the Chinese
Communist Party in 2021. The new slate of committee mem-
bers is traditionally seen as indicating Xi's most likely succes-
sor after he steps down, expected in 2022. But the president
has thus far delayed anointing an heir, spurring speculation
that he will try to stay in office beyond that year.

Xi ally    
Doing so would violate the unofficial rule set by Deng

that general secretaries stay in office no longer than 10 years.
The concept allows different party factions to dominate at
different times, and seeks to prevent the emergence of a
despot. Five of the current seven PSC members are expected
to retire at the Congress, and many experts believe Xi and his
number two, Premier Li Keqiang, are locked in a struggle to
fill the vacancies with their own supporters.

Fifty-three-year-old Sun Zhengcai, the youngest member
of the 25-person Politburo, was considered a favorite for pro-
motion to the standing committee before he was abruptly
replaced as party chief in the southwest city of Chongqing
this July. His successor, former Xi aide Chen Miner, is consid-
ered a trusted ally of the president. Chen's promotion has
"smashed" expectations that Sun would be promoted to the
standing committee, Chen Daoying, an associate professor
at Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, said in
July. The promotion, Chen said, was part of a campaign by Xi
to dismantle the system of political succession established
by his direct predecessor Hu Jintao and former premier Wen
Jiabao, who have maintained considerable influence even in
retirement. After coming to power in 2012, Xi launched a
much-publicized anti-graft campaign aimed at tackling
endemic corruption within the party-an initiative that has
been accused of being used to eliminate the president's
political enemies. — AFP 
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SEOUL: A Korean edition of the book ‘North Korea
Confidential’ is displayed in a bookstore in Seoul.—AFP


