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RAWALPINDI, Pakistan: A Pakistan court yesterday branded
former military ruler Pervez Musharraf a fugitive in ex-prime
minister Benazir Bhutto’s murder trial, but acquitted five men
accused of being involved in the 2007 assassination. The ver-
dicts are the first to be issued since Bhutto, the first female
prime minister of a Muslim country, was killed in a gun and
suicide bomb attack nearly a decade ago, sparking street vio-
lence and plunging Pakistan into months of political turmoil.

Former president and military ruler Musharraf is alleged
to have been part of a broad conspiracy to have his political
rival killed before elections. He has denied the allegation. He
was charged with murder, criminal conspiracy for murder,
and facilitation for murder in 2013, in an unprecedented
move against an ex-army chief, challenging beliefs the mili-
tary is immune from prosecution. But he has been in self-
imposed exile in Dubai ever since a travel ban was lifted
three years later. 

The anti-terrorism court in Rawalpindi ruled he had
“absconded”, a court official said outside, saying it had also
ordered the confiscation of his property. The court acquitted
five men who had been accused of being Taliban militants
involved in the conspiracy to kill Bhutto. They were set to walk

free nearly 10 years after they were first arrested, though a
defense lawyer said it was not yet clear when they would be
released. However the judges found two police officers guilty
of “mishandling the crime scene”, the court official said.

The police officers-Saud Aziz, who was chief of Rawalpindi
police at the time, and senior officer Khurram Shahzad-are
now the only two people to have been convicted over
Bhutto’s assassination. Shahzad was accused of hosing down
the crime scene less than two hours after the assassination
took place-an act the United Nations described in a report into
the assassination as “fundamentally inconsistent with
Pakistani police practice”. Aziz was accused of both giving
Shahzad permission to hose down the scene, and of refusing
to allow an autopsy of Bhutto’s body to go ahead. 

They were each been sentenced to 17 years imprisonment
and fined 500,000 rupees ($4,700), according to a court order.
Musharraf’s government blamed the assassination on
Pakistani Taleban chief Baitullah Mehsud, who denied any
involvement. He was killed in a US drone attack in 2009. In
2010, the UN report accused Musharraf’s government of fail-
ing to give Bhutto adequate protection and said her death
could have been prevented. —AFP 

PULI ALAM, Afghanistan: Thirteen civilians from the
same family were killed and another 15 wounded in a
US air strike on Taleban fighters in eastern
Afghanistan, Afghan authorities said yesterday. US
Forces-Afghanistan said it has launched an investiga-
tion into the incident which an Afghan official said
also killed more than a dozen insurgents hiding in a
house in Dasht-e-Bari village in volatile Logar
province near Kabul on Wednesday.

It comes days after Afghan officials said the coun-
try’s own air force killed up to 13 civilians in separate
strikes targeting a Taleban base in the western
province of Herat. “In the operation the US forces
came under the attack by the Taliban and foreign
forces returned fire and forced the Taliban insur-
gents to hide in the civilian houses nearby,” Saleem
Saleh, a spokesman for the Logar provincial gover-

nor, said. “Then the foreign forces called in air sup-
port and bombed the civilian house which led to
civilian casualties.”

Saleh said the victims were from the same family
and most of the dead were women and children. “I
heard two big bangs and when I went out of my
home I saw the building which was bombarded was
totally destroyed,” Nazar Khan Kochi said. “We pulled
out the dead bodies from the rubble and debris and
buried them. “It was a very painful day for us,” he said,
describing the incident as a “massacre” and adding
no Taliban were among the dead.

Photos showed dead women and children
wrapped in shrouds as relatives prepared to bury
them. Logar provincial police spokesman Shahpoor
Ahmadzai confirmed the number of casualties. The
US is the only foreign force currently carrying out air

strikes in Afghanistan. The US military said it has
launched an official probe into the incident which
comes three weeks after a US air strike allegedly killed
11 civilians in neighboring Nangarhar province-
charges the Americans have vehemently denied. 

“United States Forces-Afghanistan takes all allega-
tions of civilian casualties seriously and is working
with our Afghan partners to determine the facts sur-
rounding this incident (in Logar),” it said in a state-
ment. Ordinary Afghans have borne the brunt of the
grinding conflict which began in October 2001, with
record high civilian deaths this year. In the first half of
the year, 1,662 civilians were killed and more than
3,500 injured, with deaths in Kabul accounting for
nearly 20 percent of the toll, according to a UN
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan report published
last month. —AFP 

US air strike kills 13 civilians in Afghanistan

17 Rohingya drown 
fleeing Myanmar

COX’S BAZAR: Bangladesh coastguards yesterday found the
bodies of 17 Rohingya, many of them children, who drowned
when their boats capsized as they fled violence in Myanmar
that has forced at least 18,500 to seek refuge across the bor-
der. Officials in Bangladesh say growing numbers of Rohingya
are trying to cross the Naf river that divides the two countries
in rickety boats ill-equipped for the rough waters as they
become increasingly desperate to escape.

The International Organization for Migration said
Wednesday that at least 18,500 Rohingya had crossed into
Bangladesh since fighting erupted in Myanmar’s neighboring
Rakhine state six days earlier. One coast guard official who
asked not to be named said the migrants were travelling on
“rickety inland fishing boats” unsuitable for the choppy seas
around Bangladesh. On Wednesday, the bodies of two
Rohingya women and two children washed up in Bangladesh
after their boat capsized. 

Officials said two more boats capsized yesterday, killing at
least 17 people, many of them children. Photographs from
the scene showed the bodies of several small children lined
up on the ground, covered with sheets. One survivor said the
small, overcrowded boat he was travelling on had been
tipped over by huge waves near where the Naf river opens
out into the sea. “Nobody knew how to navigate the sea
waters. When huge waves tilted the boat, we panicked,” said
Shah Karim.

Bangladesh under pressure    
The Naf river that divides the two countries is narrow in

places, but the Rohingya are increasingly crossing where the
river is wider, or even venturing out to sea, after Bangladeshi
authorities intensified border patrols. Bangladesh is already
home to an estimated 400,000 Rohingya, a mainly Muslim
stateless minority that rights groups say has long faced perse-
cution in Myanmar. Most live in squalid and increasingly over-
crowded camps in the coastal area of Cox’s Bazar, and Dhaka
has made clear it does not want more to come in. —AFP 

Musharraf declared fugitive 
in ex-PM Bhutto’s murder trial
Court acquits five men accused in assassination

RAWALPINDI: A Pakistani anti-terrorism court official, center, announces the verdict for ex-prime minister Benazir
Bhutto’s murder trial at Adyala Prison in Rawalpindi. — AFP

MYANMAR: In this photo, Myanmar Border Guard Police
(BGP) officers travel in a wooden boat operated by
Rohingya Muslim men at Tin May village in which
Myanmar government and military claim the existence of
alleged Muslim terrorists in Buthidaung, Rakhine State,
Myanmar. — AP


