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KARACHI: Monsson rains in Pakistan’s
port city of Karachi left at least eight
people dead in flood-related mishaps,
officials said yesterday. The destruction
came on the heels of days-long down-
pours in neighboring India that espe-
cially caused havoc in Mumbai. The
heavy downpour in Karachi flooded
streets and disrupted normal life in

Pakistan’s largest city. People in some
areas were seen wading through waist-
high water. 

Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar said
authorities were working to help those
affected by the rains. Pakistan’s largest
Edhi ambulance service said it trans-
ported the bodies of eight people to
hospitals who were either electrocuted

or killed by collapsing walls. According
to Pakistan’s meteorological depart-
ment, rains will continue for three days
in various parts of Sindh province,
where authorities closed schools as a
precaution. 

Windstorms and rains were also
expected in southwest Baluchistan and
eastern Punjab provinces. The meteor-

ological department in an alert said
rains were also expected in the capital
Islamabad and in Pakistan’s portion of
Kashmir. Rains regularly trigger floods
in South Asian nations during monsoon
season, which runs from June through
September. In Mumbai, the rains halted
public transport and caused flights to
be diverted earlier this week.—AP

Rains in Pakistan leave eight dead

MUMBAI: At least 18 people died yes-
terday when a building collapsed in
India’s financial capital Mumbai follow-
ing heavy rains that have wreaked hav-
oc in many parts of South Asia. A dozen
others were pulled from the rubble of
the four-storey residential building,
which gave way around 8:40 am in the
densely populated area of Bhendi
Bazaar. It was the most recent deadly
housing collapse to strike the teeming
metropolis-shining a spotlight on poor
construction standards in the Asian
country-and came after flooding in the
city killed 10 people.

“Eighteen people have died. Another
12 have been admitted to hospital,”
Vijay Khabale-Patil, a spokesman for
Mumbai’s civic authority, said. Officials
estimated that up to 40 people could
have been caught up in the disaster.
Khabale-Patil said rescue operations
would go on into the evening.
Ambulances rushed the injured to the
nearby J.J. Hospital in the south of the
city while locals joined a 43-member
National Disaster Response Force team
in picking through piles of debris in a
desperate hunt for survivors.

Building collapses are common in
Mumbai, especially during the monsoon
season from late June to September,
when heavy rains lash the western

Indian city, weakening poorly built
structures. Severe downpours caused
flooding and chaos across Mumbai and
the neighboring region of Thane on
Tuesday although waters had receded
by late Wednesday. Bhendi Bazaar, a
scruffy colonial-era market, is one of
Mumbai’s most historic districts and offi-
cials said the collapsed building was 117
years old.It had been marked for demoli-
tion as part of a $600 million redevelop-
ment project that is replacing hundreds
of ramshackle, decades-old low-rise
buildings with around a dozen glitzy
new tower blocks.

Living in fear 
Distraught residents said they rushed

to the scene of the collapsed structure
after hearing a loud crash. “There was a
huge noise and we all came running,”
Naseem Mogradia, who lives two lanes
away, said. Shahid Khan, 52, said he did-
n’t know whether his friend and seven
family members who lived on the
ground floor were alive or dead. “I am
just trying to help with rescue opera-
tions,” he said. Mumbai has been hit by
several deadly building collapses in
recent years, often caused by shoddy
construction, poor quality materials or
ageing buildings.

Millions are forced to live in cramped,

ramshackle properties because of spiral-
ing real estate prices and a lack of hous-
ing for the poor. Activists say housing
societies, private owners and builders
often cut corners to save on costs. Rent
control acts mean landlords cannot
afford to maintain buildings while poor
people choose to remain in homes even
after they have been declared unsafe
because they have nowhere else to go.
“Most of the buildings in Bhendi Bazaar
are old and dilapidated. We always live
in fear that they will collapse during
monsoons,” 63-year-old Mohammed
Shaikh said.

In July, 17 people including a three-
month-old baby died when a four-
storey building gave way in the north-
ern suburb of Ghatkopar. In 2013, 60
people were killed when a residential
block came crashing down in one of
Mumbai’s worst housing disasters.
Yesterday officials in Mumbai said the
death toll from floods in and around
the city were expected to rise above 10
as the waters receded. “We are still on
the lookout for more missing persons
and the number may go up,” Santosh
Kadam, spokesman for disaster control
in Thane, said. More than 1,200 have
been ki l led India,  Nepal and
Bangladesh in devastating floods this
monsoon season.—AFP 

LUCKNOW: Death continues to haunt a government hospital
in north India that came under fire earlier this month after
dozens of babies died within two days. Dr. P.K. Singh, the
head of the BRD Medical College in Gorakhpur city, said
Wednesday that at least 217 children died there in August
alone due to a variety of reasons including an annual
encephalitis outbreak. Singh added that 42 children have
died in the last 48 hours. Seven of the deaths were from
encephalitis while the others were attributed to other med-
ical complications.

The hospital found itself in the middle of a media storm
earlier this month when 33 children died there Aug. 10 and 11
around the same time as a disruption in the oxygen supply. A
team of experts from New Delhi later said that the interrup-
tion was not responsible for the deaths, but there was fury in
India over how the hospital let oxygen run out. “Increase in
fatality is because of seasonal infection,” Singh said, explain-
ing the deaths. 

“There is no shortage of oxygen or medicine in the hospi-
tal. Children died only because of medical complication not
because of medical negligence.” It ’s well-known that
encephalitis wreaks havoc in the area every year during the
monsoon season. Experts say this year, fatalities from
encephalitis are expected to be high because of excessive
rains and flooding across eastern Uttar Pradesh and particular-
ly the area in and around Gorakhpur. The city is 250 kilome-
ters southeast of Lucknow, state capital of Uttar Pradesh. 

Medical experts say the government continues to be taken
by surprise and unprepared for what is now an annual cycle of
disease and death. “Any layman can tell you that in view of
flooding, the cases of vector-borne diseases are likely to go
up. But what shocks me is that the administration has taken
no preventive step,” said Dr. R.N. Singh, a local expert who has
worked with encephalitis patients for years. “There is no
attempt to prevent spread of communicative diseases.” Indian
hospitals have been routinely criticized for poor management,
widespread corruption and outright negligence. 

Encephalitis has killed more than 4,000 children and sick-
ened nearly 25,000 since 2010 in Uttar Pradesh. Some of the
children who died had the brain-swelling condition. Acute
encephalitis syndrome causes patients to suffer from fever,
vomiting, headaches and brain function issues such as confu-
sion, trouble speaking and coma along with seizures. The con-
dition can leave surviving children paralyzed and mentally
impaired. Outbreaks can be timed every year to the monsoon
season that runs from June through September.—AP
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MUMBAI: Rescuers work at the site of a building that collapsed in Mumbai, India.—AP
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UTTAR PRADESH: In this file photo, a child receives treat-
ment at the state-run Baba Raghav Das Medical College
Hospital in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh, India.—AP


