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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and his accompanying delegation will leave
for the US today on an official visit. During his stay in
Washington, His Highness the Amir will have official talks with
US President Donald Trump on Thursday (September 7). 

The announcement comes a day after Trump spoke with
Saudi King Salman and urged an end to a months-long diplo-
matic dispute with Qatar. HH the Amir has led mediation
efforts to resolve the row, which began in early June when
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates and Egypt cut
political and trade ties with Qatar. — Agencies

KUWAIT: The government decision one
year ago to cut the subsidy for fuels,
thereby raising their prices, was meant,
in part, to ease the traffic congestion but
the problem remains virtually the same.
There must be other ways to tackle the
problem such as building new roads or
expanding the existing ones, and
improving the mass transport service,
traffic experts agree.

To hike the petrol price is unlikely to
prevent an employee from going to
work or holidaymakers from using the
roads, said Saud Al-Naqi, chairman of
the Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation.

“The price hikes can only affect the
personal budgets of individuals, so we
need short-term and long-term solu-
tions that could integrate to bring about
a change,” he told KUNA.

“It is the responsibility of the Ministry
of Public Works to expand the roads and
build new ones in the short run while
the Ministry of Interior is responsible for
enforcing the traffic laws and educate
motorists on the best practices in driv-
ing. The long-term solutions including
building new cities equipped with all
facilities, colleges and government serv-
ices in order to alleviate pressure on
main roads leading to the capital city,”

Al-Naqi added. On his part, Dr Bader Al-
Matar, chairman of Kuwait Society for
Traffic Safety, said the decision to hike
the petrol prices failed to ease the traffic
congestion due to lack of quality mass
transportation systems.

“To discourage owners of private
cars, whether citizens or expatriates,
from using the roads, we need to have
attractive public transport services such
as the metro and city buses,” he argued.

“Kuwait has nearly two million cars
used individually on a daily basis; this
number could be replaced by an effec-
tive and attractive mass transport sys-
tem,” Dr. Al-Matar recommended.

Asked on the tendency to purchase
fuel-efficient cars, he said using of such
type of the four-cylinder cars as nothing
to do with the government decision to
raise the petrol prices. “The decision had
no virtual impact on the auto market
because some expatriates working in
Kuwait, not citizens, tended to buy this
kind of cars before the decision,” he
explained.

Dr. Al-Matar noted that his society
pinned hope that the decision would
ease the traffic congestion through
reducing the number of daily trips for
private cars from four trips, but in vain.
Similarly, the decision had no impact on

taxis because it coincided with raising
the taxi fares, he added.

Regarding the fuel sales, the decision
has had an apparent impact. Statistic of
Kuwait National Petroleum Company
(KNPC) show that the sales of the ordi-
nary unleaded Super (95 Research
Octane Number or RON) petrol (marked
by gold color) in 2016-2017 stood at 2.4
billion liters, reflecting a 28 percent
decline from the 3.3 billion liters the pre-
vious year.

Similarly, the sales of Ultra (green) 98
RON petrol went down by 29.4 percent
from 97.1 million liters in 2015-2016 to
68.6 million liters in 2016-2017.

To the contrary, sales of the cheaper
Premium (red) 91 RON petrol skyrocket-
ed from 731.4 million liters in 2015-2016
to 1.6 billion liters in 2016-2017, a 127.4
percent increase.

Petrol sales drop
The total sales of car fuels declined

by 0.8 percent from 4.18 billion liters in
2015-2016 to 4.15 billion liters in 2016-
2017, according to the KNPC figures
received by KUNA. The auto market was
not affected by the decision. Demand
for cars with 8-12 cylinders is the same
as before, the prices too, according to
the Union of Automobile Agents (UAA).

Soon after the decision came into
force, motorists shifted from the Super
95 RON and the Ultra 98 RON fuels to
the Premium 91 RON fuel; this could
have negative impacts on engines in the
long run, the UAA pointed out.

The majority of expatriates who plan
to buy cars prefer the 4-6 cylinder types
to the 8 cylinder ones. Similarly, the
expatriate motorists heavily use the
Super 95 RON fuel.

On September 1, 2016, the new fuel
prices came into force; they are 85 fils/ltr
for Super 95 RON fuel -  25 percent
increase compared to the old prices, 105
fils/ltr for the Premium 91 RON - a 40
percent increase, and 165 fils/ltr for the
Ultra 98 RON - an 80 percent increase.

The cabinet approved the decision in
early August last year as part of a pack-
age of carefully calculated economic
reforms aiming to rationalizes subsidy
and offset the budget deficit.

Still, the fuel price rates are the low-
est when compared with those in other
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member
states and beyond.—KUNA 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
both exchange greetings on the advent
of Eid Al-Adha.

In his cable to His Highness the Amir,
His Highness Sheikh Nawaf congratulat-
ed His Highness Sheikh Sabah on the
advent of the blessed occasion, wishing
him and the Kuwaiti people everlasting
joy and prosperity. His Highness the

Crown Prince received a cable from His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah who
expressed similar sentiments to His
Highness Sheikh Nawaf.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf exchanged other
greeting cables with Speaker of the
National  Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanim, Chief of the Kuwait National
Guard (KNG) Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Deputy Chief of

the KNG Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah,  His  Highness  the Pr ime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, First Deputy Prime
Minister  and Minister  of  Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, senior state officials,
Sheikhs, ministers, members of the
diplomatic corps, in addition to citi-
zens and residents. —KUNA
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Fuel price hike has no 

impact on traffic jam
Kuwait needs to boost transport infrastructure: Experts

KUWAIT: A file picture shows the heavy traffic on the airport road. Experts sug-
gest that there must be new ways to tackle the problem such as building new
roads or expanding the existing ones and improving the mass transport serv-
ice to tackle the growing traffic problem in Kuwait.
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KUWAIT: A truck recently fell off a bridge along Nuwaiseeb
highway and the driver was seriously injured and rushed to
hospital, said security sources. The sources noted that this was
not the first time a truck fell off that same bridge. 

Job opportunities
MP Faisal Al-Kandary said that small projects provide new

job opportunities for the youth and encourage them to seek
jobs outside the public sector.  In this regard, Al-Kandary
urged Minister of Commerce and Industry and Acting Minister
of State for Youth Affairs, Khaled Al-Roudhan to help the youth
and work on finalizing the mobile food trucks chart that has
been long awaited by young entrepreneurs. 

Education conference
Kuwait is scheduled to host the Arab Ministers of Education

Conference towards the end of September, said informed
sources  noting that  through Minister of Education and Higher
Education, Dr Mohammed Al-Fares, Kuwait is exerting major
efforts to keep Arab League Educational, Cultural and
Scientific Organization (ALECSO) director to succeed the latter
Dr. Abdullah Mohareb. The sources added that Kuwait’s candi-
date for the position is MOE’s assistant undersecretary, Dr
Soud Al-Harbi.  In a related matter, MoE urged the CSC to post-
pone using fingerprint checking in and out of systems in vari-
ous departments and schools until preparations were com-
pleted and the devices were installed, said informed source.
MoE Undersecretary Dr Haitham Al-Athari had accordingly
contacted CSC in addition to the finance ministry to provide
the needed budget. 

Eid sacrifices
MSAL’s charity department Acting Manager Falah Al-Fadhli

announced that 22 charity organizations had applied to take
part in the Eid sacrifices project to distribute  those sacrifices
locally and abroad by the fourth day of the Eid. 
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