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Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan wishes
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
Cabinet members, heads of states around the world, Kuwaitis,
expatriates and our valued readers Eid Mubarak! Kuwait Times
will not be published on September 2, 3 and 4, 2017. Our next
issue will hit newsstands on Tuesday, September 5, 2017.

MOUNT ARAFAT, Saudi Arabia:
Their palms facing the sky, around
two million Muslims gathered yester-
day on Saudi Arabia’s Mount Arafat
for the highlight of the hajj pilgrim-
age, one of the world’s largest annual
gatherings. With temperatures push-
ing 40 degrees Celsius under the
desert sun, the faithful climbed the
hill east of Makkah where Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) gave his last ser-
mon some 14 centuries ago.

The second day of the hajj - a five-
day pilgrimage which all Muslims
must perform at least once in their life-
time if physically and financially able -
is dedicated to prayer and reflection. “I
came up here last night and prayed,
took pictures and called my family and
friends,” said Maolana Yahia, 32, who
made the trip from Indonesia. 

Helicopters flew around the area
as the pilgrims converged from dawn
on the Mount Arafat plain and the hill
known as Jabal Al-Rahma, or Mount
of Mercy. Forming a sea of white, the
pilgrims ascended the hill and took
up positions to pray on rocks already
heated by the morning sun. On the
concrete pathways linking the plain
to the hill, hundreds of thousands of
devout Muslims invoked God, as oth-
ers rested in makeshift tents or on
sheets along the side of the road.  

Sheikh Saad Al-Shathri, a senior
Saudi cleric, delivered a midday ser-
mon denouncing terrorism and vio-
lence against civilians.

“Sharia came to preserve the
security of nations and cultivate
benevolence in (people’s) hearts,” he
said, referring to the Islamic legal and
moral code derived from the teach-

ings of the Holy Quran and the tradi-
tions of the Prophet (PBUH). He urged
pilgrims to set aside politics during
the haj and come together with fel-
low Muslims. “This is no place for par-
tisan slogans or sectarian movements
which have resulted in great mas-
sacres and the displacement of mil-
lions,” he said.

Men and women from nearly every
country in the world gathered side by
side, some crying on their neighbor’s
shoulder. An elderly Syrian pilgrim sit-
ting on the hilltop shouted out, “Oh
God, take revenge on the oppressors”.
Others assembled around him
responded, “Amen”. Awfa Nejm, from
a village near Homs, said: “We ask God
to protect Syria and its people and
return it to the way it was before.” 

Twenty-seven-year-old Amin
Mohammed from Nigeria said he was
praying for peace in his country.
Noura Sulieman, a pilgrim from the
Philippines, said she’d been to the hajj
many times before and was here
again to pray for her family. “I came
here to Arafat to pray for my family,
for my daughter, and my son, and all
my family, and all the Philippines
Muslims, and all Muslims in all coun-
tries,” she said. “God willing, Allah will
accept our pilgrimage.”

In the evening, the pilgrims were
to travel to Muzdalifa where they
spent the night before taking part in
a symbolic stoning of the devil. Saudi
Arabia says it has deployed more
than 100,000 security personnel to
keep pilgrims safe. At the foot of
Mount Arafat, mobile barriers have
been installed to control the move-
ment of the crowds. — Agencies 

Pilgrims throng
Mount Arafat
for peak of hajj

An aerial view shows pilgrims gathering on Mount Arafat on Arafat Day
yesterday, which is the climax of the hajj pilgrimage — AFP (See Page 11)


