
WINNIPEG: A blowout win over the two-time defend-
ing Stanley Cup champions was more important to
Blake Wheeler than his own outstanding performance.
Wheeler scored three of Winnipeg’s five first-period
goals and added an assist in the third as the Jets routed
the Pittsburgh Penguins 7-1 on Sunday night.

“It’s all about getting two points. I think we’ve got
every guy pushing in that direction,” he said. Brendan
Lemieux scored his first career goal for Winnipeg on a
slap shot from the point at 12:20 of the third. The son of
Claude Lemieux made his NHL debut Oct. 20 after
being called up from the Manitoba Moose of the AHL.

“It feels great,” he said. “Obviously, really fortunate
to have been able to get one
and really excited. Every day
I’m up here has been a
blessing and I’m just trying
to run with it.” Andrew
Copp, Joel Armia and Mark
Scheifele also scored for the
Jets, who chased Matt
Murray early. Connor
Hellebuyck made 31 saves.

Winnipeg (5-3-2) scored
three times in a span of 34
seconds late in the first to
break it open. The Penguins (7-5-1), playing back-to-
back road games after losing 2-1 in Minnesota on
Saturday, were on their heels from the start and didn’t
score until Evgeni Malkin’s fifth of the season late in the
second period.

“We were fortunate to get the day off yesterday,”
Wheeler said. “It’s tough when you’re playing a back-
to-back and the back end of a three (games) in four
(days). It takes a little bit of time to get going and lucki-
ly we had our legs early.” The Jets have played their
best hockey in the first period this season, outscoring
opponents 16-8. Pittsburgh has been outscored 21-10
in the opening 20 minutes.

“If I had an answer, we’d probably cure it,” coach
Mike Sullivan said. Copp opened the scoring with his
first of the season on a short pass in the slot from line-
mate Sean Matthias at 1:20.

The Jets remained on the attack but Murray stymied
them until 13:58, when Scheifele fed Wheeler at the side
of the net for his second goal of the season. He added
another at 17:44 and Murray barely had time to take his
stance again before Armia made it 4-0 at 18:07. Murray
was pulled and lost in regulation for the second time

this season.
“It’s disappointing,” Sullivan said. “We talk about

doing the right things. We talk about managing the
puck the right way. We talk about staying on the right
side of people and then we go out and our actions are
just the opposite.”

The hats rained down 11 seconds after that when
Wheeler made it 5-0 at 18:18 with a goal against
Murray’s replacement, Casey DeSmith. The Jets lost 2-1
in overtime Thursday at Pittsburgh, one of two overtime
losses for them this week following a win at Minnesota.

Winnipeg returned to Hellebuyck’s hot hand in goal.
He has all five Jets wins this season. Pittsburgh tried to

regroup in the second period
and outshot the Jets 15-4,
thanks partly to a string of
minor penalties on Winnipeg.
But the Penguins not get one
past Hellebuyck until Malkin
scored his power-play goal
at 17:02. Scheifele scored in
the third when he one-timed
a pass from Wheeler during a
4-on-3 power play at 10:28
to make it 6-1. Lemieux’s
goal about two minutes later

completed the scoring.

DUCKS 4, HURRICANES 3 (SO)
Ryan Miller made 34 saves and seemed to get better

as the game went on as Anaheim pulled out a shootout
victory against Carolina. Miller made nine saves in
overtime and then stopped all three shootout attempts
by the Hurricanes. He said he worked on defending
breakaways as he recovered from a preseason injury
that delayed his Ducks debut. Corey Perry scored the
lone goal in the shootout for Anaheim.

FLAMES 2, CAPITALS 1
Sean Monahan tapped in a feed from Johnny

Gaudreau at  9:09 of  the third period, leading
Calgary past Washington. Micheal Ferland also
scored for the Flames, who snapped their four-game
losing streak at the Scotiabank Saddledome. Calgary
goalie Mike Smith finished with 30 saves. Jakub
Vrana scored the lone goal of the game for the
Capitals. Making just his fourth start of the season,
Washington goalie Phillip Grubauer made 36 saves
but saw his record fall to 0-3-1.— Agencies
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LONDON: Kevin De Bruyne says it will be “very
hard” for Manchester City to match Arsenal’s
“Invincibles” in going the entire Premier League
season unbeaten despite their flying start.  City
have made the best-ever start to a Premier League
season after 10 games, collecting 28 points with a
goal difference of plus 29.  Saturday’s 3-2 win at
West Brom left them five points clear at the top of
the table ahead of Wednesday’s Champions League
trip to Napoli and the visit of Arsenal on Sunday.

Pep Guardiola’s team boast a proud record of
being the only unbeaten team in England’s top four
divisions but De Bruyne said it was unlikely they
would match the Arsenal team of 2003-2004, who
did not lose a single match.  “To go unbeaten?
Well, it’s very hard. I don’t think it will be possible,”
said the 26-year-old.

“The level of competition is so high, in every
team. It’s not like, with all respect, 10 or 15 years
ago where you have a couple of teams that won’t
win against the top teams. “Now every game is
hard and you need to be mentally there. And with
the Champions League and all the cups, there will
be a game where maybe we are a little bit less and
maybe lose. But as long as it keeps going, it’s good.
“Obviously, if you win a lot of games it’s good for
us. You keep maintaining pressure. Hopefully we
can have two good games this week and go into
the international break unbeaten and it will mean
we put a lot of pressure on the rest.”

Leroy Sane, Fernandinho and Raheem Sterling
scored to clinch victory at The Hawthorns, City’s
eighth straight top-flight win. Victory in Italy
tomorrow will mean City progress from Group F
with two games to spare, but De Bruyne wants to
avoid distractions.  “We know if we go to Napoli
and win then we’ll have qualified. That would be a
nice position,” said the Belgium international.  “It’s
important just to get qualified not about thinking
about what it might mean, whether we could get a
rest. If we are qualified, that is done. We might then
have to think about finishing first or whatever but
we know if we get a point or win, we are qualified.”

Jay Rodriguez and Matt Phillips gave the score-
line a more f lattering look than West Brom
deserved on Saturday and Kieran Gibbs conceded
City are the best team he has faced.

The left-back said: “I think so. Collectively they
are strong everywhere. It’s tough to play against.
The way they move the ball, the way the players
move position. It’s hard to keep track.” — AFP
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two points WINNIPEG: Dustin Byfuglien #33 of the Winnipeg Jets attempts a wrap around shot on Matthew Murray #30 of
the Pittsburgh Penguins in the third period during the game. — AFP

NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
St. Louis 9 2 1 40 28 19   
Winnipeg 5 3 2 31 31 12   
Colorado 6 5 0 34 34 12   
Dallas 6 5 0 32 32 12   
Nashville 5 4 2 27 31 12   
Chicago 5 5 2 38 34 12   
Minnesota 4 3 2 30 28 10   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 9 1 1 38 20 19   
Las Vegas 8 1 0 34 19 16   
Vancouver 6 3 1 30 25 13   
Anaheim 6 4 1 35 33 13   
Calgary 6 6 0 28 33 12   
San Jose 5 5 0 27 26 10   
Edmonton 3 6 1 22 33 7    
Arizona 0 10 1 26 48 1    

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 9 2 1 45 31 19   
Ottawa 5 1 5 41 33 15   
Toronto 7 4 0 45 40 14   
Detroit 5 6 1 32 35 11   
Boston 4 3 2 27 29 10   
Florida 4 5 1 35 36 9    
Buffalo 3 7 2 29 44 8    
Montreal 3 7 1 23 42 7    

Metropolitan Division
New Jersey 8 2 0 40 31 16   
Pittsburgh 7 5 1 36 50 15   
Columbus 7 4 0 33 27 14   
NY Islanders 6 4 1 39 35 13   
Philadelphia 6 5 0 38 31 12   
Washington 5 6 1 36 41 11   
Carolina 4 4 2 28 30 10   
NY Rangers 3 7 2 34 43 8    
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L).

Winnipeg 7, Pittsburgh 1; Anaheim 4, Carolina 3 (SO). 

PARIS: Bottom-of-the-table Crystal Palace were once
again indebted to Ivory Coast winger Wilfried Zaha as
they snatched a 2-2 English Premier League draw with
West Ham United at the weekend.  The Abidjan-born 24-
year-old scored seven minutes into stoppage time as
Palace came from two goals behind with Ghanaian Andre
Ayew among the West Ham scorers. Zaha struck the win-
ner when Palace stunned defending champions Chelsea
this month for their only league victory this season.

ENGLAND
MOHAMED SALAH (Liverpool)

The Egyptian has been outstanding for Liverpool since
joining the club in the transfer window, netting nine goals
in all competitions. But he suffered a rare blip when his
weak first-half penalty was saved by Huddersfield’s Jonas
Lossl. Salah was grateful to his team-mates as three sec-
ond-half goals spared his blushes.

WILFRIED ZAHA (Crystal Palace)
The Ivory Coast winger secured what could prove to

be one of the most valuable points this season for Crystal
Palace psychologically as they forced a draw in the dying
seconds. West Ham looked home and dry as they entered
the seventh minute of time added on but Zaha had other
ideas, levelling the match at 2-2 with a piece of individual
brilliance.

ANDRE AYEW (West Ham)
The Ghanaian star, who joined the Hammers in August

2016, has done little to justify his hefty transfer fee but he
showed why Slaven Bilic thought it worth bringing him on
board when he put West Ham 2-0 up in the first half
against Palace with a stunning 20-yard strike.

SPAIN
CEDRIC BAKAMBU (Villarreal)

Bakambu’s free-scoring form was brought to an end by
Atletico Madrid’s famously mean defence, but Villarreal
did escape the Wanda Metropolitano with a 1-1 draw to
extend their unbeaten run against Atletico to five games.
The Democratic Republic of Congo striker’s best chance
came in the first period when Stefan Savic showed great
pace to recover and deny Bakambu a clear run on goal.

ITALY
KWADWO ASAMOAH (Juventus)

Ghanaian Asamoah was instrumental in Gonzalo
Higuain’s double in a 2-0 win for champions Juventus at
AC Milan. Asamoah linked up with Paulo Dybala to pass to
Higuain, who broke the 100-goal barrier with 101 goals in
Serie A.  ACHRAF LAZAAR (Benevento)

Moroccan Lazaar scored for Benevento in a 5-1 loss to
Lazio-just the fourth goal of the season for the Serie A

tailenders, who notched up their 11th straight defeat since
the season began.

GERMANY
IHLAS BEBOU (Hanover 96)

The Togo striker became a favourite with Hanover fans
after scoring twice in a shock 4-2 win over Borussia
Dortmund. The 23-year-old, who grew up in Germany,
showed terrific pace, and profited from dreadful Dortmund
defending, to finish off counter-attacks on 40 and 86 min-
utes. Dortmund’s star Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang failed to score for the third straight game.
NABIL BENTALEB (Schalke 04) Algeria’s ex-Tottenham
Hotspur midfielder netted his third goal of the season
when he converted a first-half penalty in the 1-1 draw at
home to Wolfsburg.

NABY KEITA (RB Leipzig)
The Guinea midfielder picked up a foot injury in

Leipzig’s 2-0 defeat at Bayern Munich, but hopes to be fit
for Wednesday’s Champions League game at Porto. Keita,
who put in an impressive display, limped off on 86 minutes
after a kick from Spain international Thiago Alcantara.

FRANCE
KEITA BALDE (Monaco)

The 22-year-old Senegalese international scored one of
the second-half goals as defending champions Monaco
defeated Nantes 2-0. Balde, a former Lazio player, was
called up to replace the injured Radamel Falcao and he took
his chance when Brazilian left-back Jorge delivered a ball
into the box that was met by Joao Moutinho with a cush-
ioned header down for the Senegal striker to finish. — AFP
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BERLIN: Celtic were handed a boost
ahead of today’s Champions League match
at home to Bayern Munich as the Germans’
star striker Robert Lewandowski was ruled
out by injury.  The 29-year-old hot-shot
injured his left thigh in the first half of
Bayern’s 2-0 win over RB Leipzig on
Saturday and stayed in Munich when the
squad flew to Scotland yesterday.

Lewandowski is Bayern’s top scorer this
season with 13 goals.  Second-placed
Bayern need a win in Glasgow to keep the
pressure on Group B leaders Paris Saint-
Germain, who are three points clear at the
top, while Celtic are third.

Head coach Jupp Heynckes had hoped
Lewandowski would be able to play at
Parkhead but took the decision to rest the
Poland international ahead of Saturday’s
Bundesliga clash at Borussia Dortmund.
“It’s a precautionary measure, the coach
didn’t want to take any risks. He
(Lewandowski) will be able to play on
Saturday,” said chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge.

“If we were playing against Real
Madrid, he might have gone, but Saturday’s
game is in the back of our minds, which is
very important for us.” Heynckes will have
to improvise in attack against the Scottish
champions, who equalled their own 100-
year-old British record at the weekend by
extending their unbeaten domestic run to
62 matches.

Forwards Thomas Mueller and Franck
Ribery are out with hamstring and knee
injuries respectively. Reserve striker Kwasi
Okyere Wriedt is not registered for the
Champions League, which means Under-19
striker Manuel Wintzheimer has been
added to the squad for Glasgow.

After Lewandowski limped off before
half-time on Saturday, Heynckes used
Thiago Alcantara, Arturo Vidal and James
Rodriguez to attack in the second half
against Leipzig with limited success.

The trio failed to add to the scoreline
after Rodriguez and Lewandowski had
scored first-half goals. “It’s crazy that we
only have one striker,” bemoaned defender
Jerome Boateng. French winger Kingsley
Coman has been declared fit after an injury
lay-off, but goalkeeper Manuel Neuer
remains sidlelined long-term with a frac-
tured foot.  Celtic boss Brendan Rodgers
has injury worries of his own.  Right winger
Patrick Roberts picked up a knock in
Saturday’s 1-1 draw against Kilmarnock,
which rules him out against Bayern with

James Forrest set to take over.
“It looks like a hamstring so we’ll get a

scan on that. I’d suggest he’d probably be
out for a few weeks,” said the Celtic boss.
“It’s unfortunate but the squad’s there to
cope.” Striker Leigh Griffiths says Celtic
will be a different side to the one which
lost 3-0 in Munich a fortnight ago.

“The game will be different here, espe-
cially with the crowd getting behind us,” he

said. “In the second half at Bayern we were
much more disciplined to go and play. “We
created good chances to score goals. “If
we can replicate the last half-hour we
played over there then we give ourselves a
good shot.

“It is going to be a difficult night for us,
but as you have seen previously, big teams
have been turned over when they came
here.”—AFP
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GLASGOW: Celtic’s head coach Brendan Rodgers attends a press conference at
Celtic Park in Glasgow yesterday, on the eve of the UEFA Champions League
Group B football match. — AFP


