
CLEVELAND: Tim Hardaway Jr scored 34 points and
Kristaps Porzingis had 32 as the New York Knicks
handed the Cleveland Cavaliers their fourth loss in five
games, 114-95 on Sunday night. Cleveland, which was
blown out by Orlando and lost to Brooklyn during this
stretch, fell below .500
despite cutting a 19-
point deficit to six in
the fourth quarter.
LeBron James down-
played the Cavaliers’
problems following
Saturday night’s 123-
101 loss in New
Orleans, but the issues
continued for the
defending Eastern
Conference champions.
New York, after win-
ning its first game
Friday over the Nets, led 89-71 late in the third quarter.
Cleveland cut it to 94-88 on James’ drive, forcing New
York to call a timeout with 8:21 left.

Courtney Lee scored on a drive and hit a 3-pointer,
helping the Knicks make it 103-88. New York took its
largest lead, 114-93, in the final minute.

NUGGETS 124, KNICKS 111
Jamal Murray scored 26 points, Nikola Jokic had 21

points and 14 rebounds, and Denver earned its second
straight victory. Wilson Chandler added 18 points for
the Nuggets, and Emmanuel Mudiay finished with 15.

Spencer Dinwiddie scored 22 points, Rondae Hollis-
Jefferson had 18 points and Joe Harris tied his season
high with 16 points for the Nets, who have lost two
straight. Denver went on a 22-4 run to begin the third
quarter.

BUCKS 117, HAWKS 106
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 33 points, Khris

Middleton had 27 and the Bucks cruised to the victory.
Antetokounmpo also had 11 rebounds and five assists.
He went 14 for 21 from the field, scoring from all over the
floor while helping Milwaukee to its third win in its last
four games. Dennis Schroder finished with 21 points and
Taurean Prince had 17 for Atlanta, which has lost six
straight. The Hawks have no inside experience or size
this season after letting Paul Millsap and Al Horford

leave as free agents and trading Dwight Howard to
Charlotte. They were outrebounded by 12 and never led.

PACERS 97, SPURS 94
Victor Oladipo made a 3-pointer with about 10 sec-

onds left, lifting Indiana to
a rare win against San
Antonio. Oladipo finished
with 23 points and five
assists, and Domantas
Sabonis set career highs
with 22 points and 12
rebounds. It was the third
win for the Pacers in their
last 20 games against the
Spurs. LaMarcus Aldridge
had 26 points and eight
rebounds for San Antonio,
which played without
Kawhi Leonard and Tony

Parker again. The Spurs have dropped two in a row.

HORNETS 120, MAGIC 113
Kemba Walker had 34 points and 10 assists, and

Charlotte snapped Orlando’s three-game win streak.
Walker was 15 of 25 from the field. Dwight Howard had
a season-high 22 points against his former team, eight
of those coming off alley-oop dunks - two on assists
from Walker and two from Jeremy Lamb. Lamb had 20
points, marking his sixth straight game with at least 15
points while filling in for the injured Nic Batum.
Jonathan Simmons led the Magic with 27 points on 9-
of-15 shooting. Evan Fournier added 23 points, and
Terrence Ross and Aaron Gordon each had 17.

WIZARDS 110, KINGS 83
John Wall scored 11 of his 19 points in the first quarter

and finished with nine assists, helping the Wizards to the
road win. Bradley Beal added 15 points on 6-of-11
shooting for Washington after being fined $50,000 by
the NBA earlier in the day for his role in a fight with
Draymond Green of the Golden State Warriors on Friday.
The lopsided victory kept the Wizards out of the record
books. Washington’s first five games were decided by
five points or fewer; no team had ever opened the season
with six. The Kings shot 27.9 percent in the first half and
trailed by double digits for the final 43 minutes. Brian
Bogdanovic scored 15 points for Sacramento. — AP
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JOHANNESBURG: South African 400 metres Olympic champion
Wayde Van Niekerk has married his fiancee Chesney Campbell, posting
an image of himself with his new bride on social media over the weekend.
“Can’t wait to spend the rest of my life with you @Neshney. So blessed
to start this next adventure with the girl of my dreams! I love you!” he
tweeted on Sunday morning. The post included a black and white image
of Van Niekerk, wearing a traditional three-piece suit and a
buttonhole carnation. He sat alongside Campbell who wore a
white veil and flowing dress and held a pale bouquet.  “And
the most important is love,” wrote Van Niekerk alongside
the image which he also posted to Instagram. The couple
of more than four years became engaged in December last
year when they posted a clip of Campbell showing off her
engagement ring on Instagram, accompanied by the words:
“she said yes”.  —AFP

SYDNEY: West Indies batsman Chris Gayle won a defamation case against
an Australian media company in the New South Wales Supreme Court yester-
day over an alleged incident during the 2015 World Cup. After less than two
hours of deliberation, the jury found Fairfax media had failed to establish the
truth of a series of reports it ran alleging the 103-test cricketer had exposed

himself to a masseuse during the tournament. It also found Fairfax had
failed to establish that the allegation Gayle had propositioned the
masseuse was “substantially true”. “I came all the way from Jamaica
to actually defend myself and my character as well. At the end of the
day I’m very, very happy,” Gayle told reporters outside the court.

“I’m a good man. I’m not guilty.” The jury also found that
Fairfax, which publishes The Sydney Morning Herald and
The Age newspapers, was motivated by “malice” in pub-

lishing the stories. A hearing over the amount of dam-
ages will be held at a later date. —Reuters

LONDON: British football authorities said yesterday they will ask
their opponents and FIFA for permission to display poppies on arm-
bands in upcoming internationals as a tribute to those killed in war.
Football’s world governing body last month backed down in its row
with British football authorities over the wearing of poppies and
issued fresh guidance, which says certain “initiatives” may appear
on players’ kits. In a joint statement, the English Football Association
(FA), FA of Wales, Irish FA and Scottish FA said they welcome the
clarification on “what can and cannot be worn on players’ shirts”
issued by the game’s law-making body, the International Football
Association Board, in September. “It was important that clarity was
brought to this issue as it affects many football matches/competi-
tions throughout the world and is particularly helpful in relation to
remembrance and poppies,” the four associations said. —AFP
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PARIS: Rafael Nadal said yesterday that he is ready to
consolidate his year-end number one ATP ranking by
winning his opening match at the Paris Masters. But the
31-year-old Spaniard - who is also trying to  balance
the delicate political situation in his native country with
his status as an international sportsman - refused to
hype up his potential coronation.  “I need to win a
match. I’m here to try my best - as in every tourna-
ment,” he said before starting as top seed in the event
which is missing Roger Federer due to fatigue. 

“Hopefully if this (number one) happens, it will be
something important for me. “But the season is not over
and it’s not the moment to think much about that.  “I’ll
just try to think about trying to have the right prepara-
tion for the tournament and then try to be ready for the
first match.” Nadal, who reclaimed the top ranking in
August for the first time in three years, is due to start at
Bercy against South Korea’s Hyeon Chung, who opened
yesterday with a 6-0, 6-2 first-round defeat of German
Mischa Zverev.  Federer is skipping Paris after winning
back-to-back titles in Shanghai and Basel and is resting
to be prepared for the ATP Finals starting in less than a
fortnight in London.

Nadal, who withdrew from Basel with a knee prob-
lem, does not fault his main rival for looking after per-
sonal interests.

“Everyone makes the calendar which he thinks will
be the best for him,” Nadal said. “For him, everything
was working well that way. He had a little bit better
chance, of course, if he came here. But you never know.
“You would think that he would have more points if he
had played on clay.  But you never know (that) if he
played on clay if he would win Wimbledon or he would
be able to play as well as he did.— AFP
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CLEVELAND: Tim Hardaway Jr #3 of the New York Knicks looks for a pass while under pressure from JR Smith
#5 of the Cleveland Cavaliers during the second half at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

Zimbabwe first innings
H. Masakadza c Dowrich b Bishoo 147
S. Mire c Dowrich b Roach 4
C. Ervine b Gabriel 0
B. Taylor b Roach 1
P. Moor b Chase 52
Sikandar Raza c K. Hope b Gabriel 80
M. Waller b Brathwaite 0
R. Chakabva b Bishoo 10
G. Cremer run out 11
T. Chisoro lbw b Roach 9
C. Mpofu not out 4
Extras (6lb, 2nb) 8
Total (all out, 109.1 overs) 326
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Mire), 2-11 (Ervine), 3-14
(Taylor), 4-156 (Moor), 5-246 (Masakadza), 6-
248 (Waller), 7-267 (Chakabva), 8-310
(Sikandar Raza), 9-319 (Cremer), 10-326
(Chisoro).

Bowling: Gabriel 22-4-64-2 (1nb), Roach 18.1-
5-44-3 (1nb), Blackwood 4-1-8-0, Holder 16-
2-49-0, Bishoo 25-2-82-2, Chase 14-1-50-1,
Brathwaite 10-0-23-1.

West Indies first innings
K. Brathwaite c Masakadza b Cremer 32
K. Powell not out 43
D. Bishoo not out 0
Extras (2b, 1lb) 3
Total (1 wkt, 49 overs) 78
Fall of wickets: 1-76 (Brathwaite).
Still to bat: K. Hope, S. Hope, R. Chase, J.
Blackwood, S. Dowrich, J. Holder, K. Roach, S.
Gabriel.
Bowling: Mpofu 11-5-17-0, Mire 4-2-2-0,
Cremer 12-2-31-1, Sikandar Raza 13-6-10-0,
Chisoro 9-4-15-0. —AFP

BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe: Scoreboard at stumps on day two of the second Test between Zimbabwe and
West Indies yesterday:

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB     
Boston 4 2 .667 -      
Toronto 3 2 .600 0.5  
Brooklyn 3 4 .429 1.5  
NY Knicks 2 3 .400 1.5  
Philadelphia 2 4 .333 2      

Central Division
Detroit 5 2 .714 -      
Milwaukee 4 2 .667 0.5  
Indiana 3 3 .500 1.5  
Cleveland 3 4 .429 2      
Chicago 1 4 .200 3      

Southeast Division
Orlando 4 2 .667 -      
Washington 4 2 .667 -      
Charlotte 3 3 .500 1      
Miami 2 3 .400 1.5  
Atlanta 1 6 .143 3.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Portland 4 2 .667 -      
Minnesota 3 3 .500 1      
Utah 3 3 .500 1      
Denver 3 3 .500 1      
Oklahoma City 3 3 .500 1      

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 4 1 .800 -      
Golden State 4 3 .571 1      
LA Lakers 2 4 .333 2.5  
Phoenix 2 4 .333 2.5  
Sacramento 1 5 .167 3.5  

Southwest Division
Memphis 5 1 .833 -      
Houston 5 2 .714 0.5  
San Antonio 4 2 .667 1      
New Orleans 3 3 .500 2      
Dallas 1 6 .143 4.5  

Detroit 115, Golden State 107; NY Knicks 114, Cleveland 95; Denver 124, Brooklyn 111; Charlotte 120, Orlando 113; Washington 110,
Sacramento 83; Indiana 97, San Antonio 94; Milwaukee 117, Atlanta 106.  

BULAWAYO: A cautious West Indies
crawled to 78 for one in their first
innings at the close on the second day of
the second test against Zimbabwe yes-
terday. The tourists took 49 overs, in
which they hit six boundaries, to reach a
score that left them with a first-innings
deficit of 248 runs after they had bowled
Zimbabwe out for 326. Opener Kieran

Powell was unbeaten on 43 from 123
balls, along with nightwatchman
Devendra Bishoo, who has yet to score. 

West Indies lost Kraigg Brathwaite
(32 from 160 balls) 15 minutes before the
close when he was caught by Hamilton
Masakadza at slip off the bowling of
Graeme Cremer.  

Zimbabwe had resumed on 169 for
four after a rain-hit opening day with
Masakadza’s 147 anchoring their first
innings.  Sikandar Raza’s 80 allowed
them to post a par score on a slow wick-
et that is taking turn. West Indies won
the first test at the same venue by 117
runs as they seek a first away test series
victory since a 2-0 triumph in
Bangladesh in 2012. — Reuters

SYDNEY: Australia paceman Josh
Hazlewood has warned Joe Root’s England
tourists and their raft of Ashes debutants
they risk being exposed if their big guns
don’t fire in the coming series.  England’s
depleted squad touched down in Perth on
Sunday without suspended star all-
rounder Ben Stokes. Their arrival coincided
with Hazlewood’s Test pace partner
Mitchell Starc picking up a career-best
eight wickets with the pink ball in a
Sheffield Shield match in Adelaide.

The world number two’s inexperienced
batting line-up has been highlighted as its
biggest weakness as it aims to emulate the
feat of Andrew Strauss’ men by becoming
only the second England team to retain the
Ashes urn in Australia in 31 years.

While doubts remain about the security
of Australia’s top six batsmen, there is an
air of confidence among their bowling
attack heading into the opening Test at the
Gabba on November 23.

“If you get him (Root), Alastair Cook
and Jonny Bairstow, who have been scor-
ing runs the last few years, it places extra
pressure on the inexperienced guys even
more so,” Hazlewood told Fairfax Media.
“If we get the wood on them hopefully the
rest fall in line.” Only Root, Cook and
Bairstow have played a Test in Australia,
while Gary Ballance was dropped during

the last Ashes series and James Vince,
Mark Stoneman and Dawid Malan have
played a combined total of 17 Tests with-
out scoring a century. Root, rated the
world’s second-best Test batsman, shapes
as the key wicket for Australia despite a
horror campaign in 2013/14 when he
passed 50 once in eight innings and was
then dropped.

“He’s a pretty good all-round player,
you don’t get to the top couple for no rea-
son,” Hazlewood said. “He seems to be
scoring quicker at the moment as well, at
80 strike-rate, the last 12 months.

“He’s definitely getting on with it so
hopefully that gives us an extra couple of
opportunities. He’s got a pretty well-
rounded game at the moment.” Starc’s best
first-class figures of his career could not
have come at a better time, but will also be
welcomed by the England seamers, partic-
ularly Stuart Broad.

Broad is expected to be a handful at
Adelaide Oval when the tourists play their
first day-night Test in early December. “It’s
been a long time since I’ve played a four-
day fixture so it was nice to get some overs
under the belt (37.4 for the game) and get
ready for that first Test,” a fit-again Starc
said on Sunday. — AFP
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