
A few hundred meters from the home of Maltese inves-
tigative journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia, in the field
where the flaming wreckage of her car landed after being
blown off the road by an assassin’s bomb, a plastic pen is
stuck into the ground near a Maltese flag. A hand-written
note among bunches of flowers nearby reads: “What you
wrote and what you uncovered cannot be blown away.”

Grief and anger are stil l  palpable in this tiny
Mediterranean nation, where Caruana Galizia’s website,
“Running Commentary,” was essential reading in cafes,
corridors of power, boardrooms and newsrooms. “You
wouldn’t sleep at night if you hadn’t read Daphne,” said
Rachel Attard, news editor at the Malta Independent,
which published a twice-weekly column by Caruana
Galizia.

Nearly two weeks after the journalist’s brutal death,
police have said almost nothing about their investigation
or the prospect of identifying suspects. There have been
six car bombings in Malta over the past two years,
including Caruana Galizia’s. None have been solved.
Caruana Galizia, 53, was educated at Catholic schools
before starting work as a journalist in 1987. She cited her
parents as her inspiration, saying in one of her posts that
they faced challenges “with dignity, correctly and without
moral compromise” from 1971-87, when Malta was ruled
by the Labor Party and gripped by political turmoil.

She set up her blog in 2008 with the same absence of
moral compromise. Fed by a network of sources who
tipped her off about stories, Caruana Galizia turned into a
headline machine that could set the nation’s news agenda
on any given day. “She received so many stories from her
sources, she was struggling to keep up,” her son Andrew
told AP at the family home.

She targeted both sides of politics with the same sense
of moral outrage, accusing the country’s leaders of corrup-
tion and undermining its democratic institutions. Her sons,

in a Facebook post after her Oct 16 death, took up where
she left off, calling on Maltese Prime Minister Joseph
Muscat to resign “for watching over the birth of a society
dominated by fear, mistrust, crime and corruption.”

Caruana Galizia also followed up on the Maltese con-
tent in the Panama Papers offshore accounts leaks in 2016.
She alleged earlier this year that documents provided by a

whistleblower showed that the wife of Prime Minister
Joseph Muscat had an offshore holding in Panama to
receive money from Azerbaijan. Muscat and his wife,
Michelle, denied that they had companies in Panama.

Meanwhile, opposition leader Adrian Delia sued her
over stories linking him to a prostitution racket in London.
He dropped the case after her death. Despite her hard-hit-
ting reporting, in private the journalist was gentle and
reserved, said a lawyer who defended her in some libel
cases. “In person, she was very timid, docile, she was
almost shy. It was the opposite of what one would think if
you were to read her blogs, her posts, her articles,” said
Roberto Montalto.

Her life was not totally dominated by her hard-hitting
investigations of corruption. She also edited a glossy,
monthly lifestyle magazine called Taste&Flair, which was
distributed free of charge with the Malta Independent on
Sunday. Caruana Galizia would unwind at her home, driv-
ing into the hills, along narrow country lanes lined by trees
and dusty cactus plants to a house built from limestone
blocks quarried in Malta that stands, shaded by trees, at
the end of a long dirt track.

“She created a paradise at home for herself that was
an escape from everything she saw in her journalism,”
said Matthew, another of her three sons and a member of
The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists
that won a Pulitzer Prize for its reporting on the Panama
Paper revelations.

When protesters camped out outside Muscat’s office
in the capital, Valletta, in a show of support for the slain
journalist and to call for the resignations of the country’s
police chief and attorney general, the sons sent them piz-
za and branches of bay laurel from the garden, calling
them symbols of courage and strength.

But even in her beloved garden, Caruana Galizia never
sat still. Shortly before her death, she had bought saplings

of native trees to plant and was considering building a
chicken coop. “It’s like she collected responsibilities,”
Andrew said. Her supporters in Malta are now hoping the
outrage generated by Caruana Galizia’s killing will spark
change that could help this nation shrug off its reputation
as a haven for money laundering and corruption.

Greta Muscat Azzopardi, a 34-year-old project manag-
er who was among those camping outside the prime minis-
ter’s office, said the journalist was an inspiration. “I haven’t
always agreed with what she posted, but I really believe
we need to be OK with criticizing each other in public,”
she said. “A lot of things get hidden because we are so
afraid to criticize and challenge and question.” —AP 
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With loose khaki pants, a button-down shirt and a
dark blue blazer, Tyler Ruzich looks a lot like any
number of aspiring politicians before him. But if the
election Ruzich is running in were to be held today,
he’d be too young to vote for himself. The 17-year-
old is one of five teens throwing their hats in the
crowded ring for next year’s governor’s race in
Kansas, which has permissive rules about who can
run for the state’s top elected post. 

Speaking recently to a crowd of students at a
high school gym in the city of Lawrence, Ruzich
picked up a microphone and launched into his cam-
paign speech. “It’s pretty clear that our politicians
have neglected us,” Ruzich said, competing to be
heard over the clangs of a nearby weightlifting room.
Next to him were three other teen gubernatorial
candidates. In this geographical center of the conti-
nental United States - affectionately called America’s
Heartland - the teenagers vying for the governor’s
office are injecting youthful ambition into the 2018
election cycle. 

Emboldened by the Trump era, where anything
seems possible in American politics, the teens are
challenging the status quo in a deeply Republican
state. “I view this as really an important opportuni-
ty to get younger people involved,” Ruzich, a
Republican, told AFP.  The teenage candidates are
taking advantage of the fact that Kansas has no age
restrictions on who can run for governor - one can-
didate even jokingly suggested that a dog could
get on the ballot. The only other state with such
permissive election laws, sparsely populated
Vermont, in the northeast, has a 13-year-old guber-
natorial candidate. 

People are ‘fed up’ 
Jack Bergeson, 16, was the first Kansas teen to file

election papers in the spring of 2016. The novelty of
it landed him on a national late-night talk show and
drew the attention of news media. By this summer,
17-year-olds Ruzich and Ethan Randleas had joined
the race; Dominic Scavuzzo announced his candida-
cy in the fall. And last week, 16-year-old Joseph
Tutera Jr became the latest teen to seek the state’s
highest office. “It’s an overall good thing. People are
showing that the younger generation is here to make
an impact,” Bergeson told AFP.

The young men - no girls have joined in - are
hoping to tap into the anti-establishment fervor
coursing through American politics and roiling the
Republican Party. Incumbents are facing unexpect-
ed challenges in next year’s midterm elections from
outsiders emboldened by Donald Trump’s rhetoric
and his surprise presidential victory. “I’m not nec-
essarily a supporter of the president, but he has
showed that people are fed up with the establish-
ment,” Bergeson said.

The teens hope to inspire younger people to
register to vote. Of the five, only Bergeson is a
Democrat. The other four are Republicans in a state
Trump won by more than 20 points. And like
Trump, the five are willing to buck their respective
parties. Ruzich would raise business taxes - anath-
ema to true-believer Republicans. Bergeson would
raise taxes, too. And, all five teens would legalize
marijuana.

‘Uncertain race’ 
The young candidates’ participation in the guber-

natorial race has been a spectacle, but it could have
real impact. Students at the high school campaign
event said they were inspired. “It was really cool to
see someone closer to my age actually up there talk-
ing about these political issues,” 17-year-old Josh
Morris said. More significantly, the teens’ presence
on the ballot could affect adult candidates, said
Burdett Loomis, professor of political science at the
University of Kansas. “It’s a hugely open and uncer-
tain race,” Loomis said, adding that the teens could
drain votes from older candidates.

The adults might just want to pay attention; there
is precedent for teens winning elected office in the
US.  Saira Blair, aged 17 when she ran in 2014 for a
seat in the West Virginia state legislature, became
the youngest person ever elected to state or federal
office, defeating an incumbent in her own
Republican Party. The Kansas teens’ candidacies led
one adult gubernatorial contender to suggest
changing the law. “I think it’s both amusing and
encouraging that high school students are throwing
their name into the governor’s race,” Kris Kobach
told the Kansas City Star newspaper in September.

“But it is appropriate to have minimum ages for
the governor’s office,” said Kobach, who as Kansas
secretary of state is in charge of administering elec-
tions - and who also is heading Trump’s controver-
sial commission investigating alleged voter fraud.
Many of the teen candidates acknowledge their age
is a barrier. “People don’t think I’m quite experi-
enced,” Scavuzzo told AFP, “but to win this election
isn’t necessarily winning the governorship.” Getting
young people more involved in politics, he added,
would be a victory in itself.  — AFP 

Kansas youths 
take on adults in 
heartland state

At climate talks, 
it’s America 
alone more than
America first
Facing 195 other countries who have
chosen a different path, the task of US
negotiators at upcoming climate talks in
Bonn is unenviable. Donald Trump has
vowed to exit the Paris Climate accord,
just not yet, leaving US policy in limbo
for the next three years until
Washington can officially leave. So, it
falls to Thomas Shannon - a respected
career diplomat - to this week lead a
delegation into talks aimed at imple-
menting an agreement the US is set to
abandon.

“It is a strange situation, I don’t think
I have seen anything like it in my almost
30 years of following this process,” said
Alden Meyer of the Union of
Concerned Scientists, a Washington-
based non-profit working on environ-
mental issues. The Trump administration
says it will still turn up, hoping to pro-
tect America’s interests and put
“America first”.

Rather ambitiously, Washington
wants to handcuff its biggest geopoliti-
cal rivals to their commitments. A White
House official told AFP it wants “to
ensure the rules are transparent and
fair, and apply to countries like China
and other economic competitors to the
United States”. But Shannon and his
team might find themselves on shaky
ground. Ben Rhodes, a former aide to
president Barack Obama, believes
Washington has abandoned any lever-
age it once had. “The rest of the world
has no incentive to make concessions to

the US since we are now entirely isolat-
ed,” he told AFP.

“My expectation is that the rest of
the world will simply continue within the
Paris framework and wait and see what
happens in the US in 2020. “The danger
is that other countries are less ambitious
in their own commitments and imple-
mentation plans because they have the
excuse of the US leaving,” he added.

Next election 
Many delegates will be hoping that

by a Nov 4, 2020 deadline - one day
after the next presidential election -
Trump either backs down or a new
president has embraced the agreement.
Either scenario is entirely possible. The
White House has given itself ample
wiggle room, saying the United States
intends to withdraw “unless the presi-
dent can identify terms that are more
favorable to American businesses,
workers, and taxpayers”.

That leaves open a broad range of
possibilities that would not wreck the
deal, including scaling back Obama’s
national plan to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 26-28 percent by 2025
compared to 2005 levels. But for now,
the most supportive American voices
come from outside the administration -
in the cities, states and companies,
many of whom will likely implement
their requirements regardless.

Billionaire former New York mayor
Michael Bloomberg is on the front line
of the Paris accord’s cheerleaders,
determined to help meet US commit-
ments whatever the position of the
White House. “That’s kind of a new plot
here,” said Meyer. “You did not have
that kind of force in place when presi-
dent Bush announced he was withdraw-
ing from Kyoto in 2001.” The key ques-
tion is whether they can keep the flame
alive for another three years. —AFP 

Chile battling 
to save a 
favorite clam
Long one of the country’s favorite seafood,
Chile’s macha clam has become a victim of its
own popularity, with over-exploitation forcing
authorities to ban clam fishing in all but a few
areas to help stocks recover. From humble sea-
side taverns to exclusive Santiago restaurants,
machas have long been a mainstay of the menu
in seafood-loving Chile. Found in the surf-swept
sandbanks along the coasts of Chile and south-
ern Peru, the macha is fished in the traditional
way by men and women who brave icy waves
and riptides to wrest their prize from the sea.

But since August, fishing for machas has
been banned in the central regions of
Valparaiso, O’Higgins and El Maule after indus-
trial-scale extraction has all but destroyed
stocks. The future for the clam lies further north,
where the fishing community in La Serena is
held up as an example of a sustainable way for-
ward after strict fishery management plans
were put in place to help stocks recover. 

“The machas have almost disappeared in
Chile, except in this preservation area, where
stocks have been taken care of for years,” said
Franklin Zepada, president of the San Pedro
Fisherman’s union in La Serena. On nearby
Coquimbo Bay, Zepada says the conservation
program and a quota system for catches has
secured the livelihood of 175 local macha fish-
ers, including 50 women. A quota system of
around 1,000 tons a season has bolstered
prices, and the fishing community ensures that
any clam less than six centimeters in size is
returned to the sea to mature.

Buried in the sand 
Part of the clam’s raw appeal for con-

sumers is the gritty fight to claim the bivalve

from an icy Pacific in the austral winter.  The
technique is old and rustic. It’s a heart and
soul, hands-and-feet kind of fishing. No rods,
no nets, just pure hand-to-hand combat with
ripping current and surf. In San Pedro, groups
of men and women “macheras” defy wind and
tide to wade thigh deep into the icy seas of
the austral winter, feeling for the bump of the
shellfish in the sand with their bare feet,
before reaching down and grappling under
the water for the reclusive clam.

Being a good “machero” is all about experi-
ence. “The macha fisherman must be in good
physical shape to put up with that. He has to put
on 20 pounds of lead to anchor himself to the
sand and resist the waves so that the sea doesn’t
move him around,” said Zepeda. “I’m 53 and
since the age of 10 I’ve been catching machas.
It’s dedication that makes everyone a good
worker,” said Luis Castillo, before throwing the
catch of the day on the beach on Coquimbo Bay.
Once out of the water, the machas are sent to a
production center managed by the fisherman’s
cooperative, to be sorted for size and shipped to
restaurants and stores. A popular seafood dish
in Chile is machas served baked in the half-
shell with a coating of melted Parmesan cheese,
along with a drizzle of white wine and lemon.
Invented by who else but an Italian immigrant,
“Machas a la Parmesana” has become a classic
of Chilean cuisine. —AFP

Even in her 
garden, 

Caruana Galizia 
never sat still

Killing silences anti-graft voice

A fisherman shows saltwater
clams after collecting them from
the shore at a beach in La
Serena. —AFP 


