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Sacked regional leaders may face criminal charges

Who is in charge? Catalonians 
wonder as Spain takes control

BARCELONA: Catalonia’s civil servants returned to
work yesterday for the first time since Spain’s central
government rejected an independence declaration by
imposing direct control, as Madrid warned that sacked
regional leaders face criminal charges if they attempt to
perform any official duties. Catalans watched and won-
dered whether the ousted leaders would defy their firing
and face arrest, escalating a political crisis that already
appears to have no easy way out. Speculation raged
about the whereabouts of the dismissed Catalan
President Carles Puigdemont and his deposed Cabinet,
whose reaction will be key to whether Madrid’s
takeover will be smooth or face opposition.

As staff arrived at the headquarters of the Catalan
government in Barcelona, Puigdemont posted a photo
on Instagram of a court-
yard at the building.
Both the Catalan and
Spanish national flags
waved from the top of
the building. The
ambiguous Instagram
post, accompanied by
the words “Good morn-
ing” in Catalan and a
smiley emoticon, left
many guessing whether
Puigdemont was inside
the building. There was
no indication of when
the photo was taken.

As dozens of journalists, curious onlookers and
bemused tourists gathered in the square outside the
Gothic government palace in central Barcelona, resi-
dents expressed confusion about who was actually in
charge of Catalonia. “I don’t know - the Catalan govern-
ment says they are in charge, but the Spanish govern-
ment says they are,” said Cristina Guillen, an employee
in a nearby bag shop. “So I have no idea, really. “What I
really think is that nobody is in charge right now,” she
said. At least one portrait of Puigdemont was still hang-
ing on a wall inside the Catalan government’s
Generalitat building.

Puigdemont is likely to be accused of rebellion for
pushing ahead with secession. Spain’s government has
said the ousted leaders could be charged with usurping
others’ functions if they attempt to carry on working. At

least one member of the ousted government defied his
dismissal by showing up at work and posting a photo on
Twitter from his formal office. “In the office, exercising
the responsibilities entrusted to us by the people of
Catalonia,” said Josep Rull, who until last week was the
region’s top official in charge of territorial affairs.

Two police officers entered and left the building, fol-
lowed minutes later by Rull, who told reporters and sup-
porters that he would continue carrying out his agenda.
But there were no official events listed on the regional
government’s public agenda that is published online dai-
ly. Meanwhile, the two separatist parties in the former
Catalan governing coalition held separate meetings to
decide their next move. Spanish authorities say deposed
officials will be allowed to take their personal belongings

from official buildings, but
are barred from perform-
ing any official duties.

Interior Minister Juan
Ignacio Zoido said yester-
day that the government
was giving the separatist
politicians “a few hours”
of time because the goal
was “to recover normality
in a discreet way and
under the principle of
minimal intervention”
from central authorities.
Catalonia’s regional par-

liament proclaimed independence from Spain in a secret
ballot Friday. The Spanish government dissolved the leg-
islature, fired the government and regional police chief
and called a new election for Dec 21.

The vote to secede came after an Oct 1 referendum
in favor of independence that was deemed illegal by
Spain’s constitutional court. Puigdemont has vowed
peaceful and “democratic opposition” to his Cabinet’s
dismissal, but he hasn’t clarified if that means accept-
ing an early regional election as a way out of the dead-
lock. Separatist parties and grassroots groups have
spoken of waging a campaign of disobedience to ham-
per the efforts by central authorities to run the region.

A key factor will be how Catalonia’s estimated
200,000 public workers would react to their bosses’
dismissal, and whether any stay away from work in
protest. Secession moves by this wealthy northeastern

region of 7.5 million have tipped Spain into its deepest
crisis in decades. On Sunday, hundreds of thousands
took part in an anti-independence demonstration in
Barcelona, calling for Catalonia to remain in Spain and
backing Rajoy’s use of unprecedented constitutional
powers to seize wrest control from the pro-indepen-
dence regional administration. “We won’t let Spain be
torn apart into pieces,” read one banner. “The awaken-
ing of a silenced nation,” read another.

“We have organized ourselves late, but we are here
to show that there is a majority of Catalans that are no
longer silent and that no longer want to be silenced,”
said Alex Ramos, head of Catalan Civil Society, a pro-
union grassroots group. The organizers said more than
1 million people turned out but police put the figure at
300,000. Many who oppose independence fear the

political turmoil in Catalonia could have a severe eco-
nomic impact, both in the region and on Spain itself.
Some 1,700 companies have already relocated their
headquarters to other parts of Spain in recent weeks
amid the uncertainty.

Spanish financial markets rose yesterday after a poll
suggested support for Catalan independence is wan-
ing, after falling amid Friday’s tumult. The Ibex 35 stock
index was up 1.4 percent at 10,338 points, about as
much as it had fallen on Friday. Spanish government
bonds were also higher. The driver seems to have been
a poll published by Spanish daily El Pais over the
weekend that indicated more Catalans are against the
declaration of independence than in favor. That sug-
gests the independence movement might lose power
when a new regional election is held. —AP
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BARCELONA: Some people wave flags from Occitania, Flanders, Wallonia and Catalonia in front of the
‘Generalitat’ palace (Catalan government headquarters) yesterday. —AFP

News in brief

Journalist stabbed to death 

KIRKUK: A Kurdish video journalist with a channel
backing Iraqi Kurdistan’s leader Massud Barzani was
stabbed to death at his home overnight in disputed
Kirkuk province, a security source said yesterday.
Four armed men broke into the home of Arkan Sharif,
a 54-year-old journalist with Kurdistan TV, at 2:30 am
in the Daquq area south of Kirkuk city, the source
said. Sharif, a father of three, was stabbed five times
after his family were locked up in another room, the
source said. Iraqi security forces backed by Hashed
al-Shaabi paramilitaries in mid-October seized oil-rich
Kirkuk province from the Kurds in the wake of a
Kurdish independence vote held in defiance of
Baghdad. Kurdish media have since accused the
Hashed, an alliance composed mainly of Shiite militias,
of carrying out a campaign of retribution against
Kurdish civilians.  

Activist details rape claims 

PARIS: A Muslim feminist activist who has accused
prominent Islamic scholar Tariq Ramadan of violent
rape detailed her claims in a hard-hitting interview
yesterday. The leading Oxford professor, whose
grandfather founded Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood
Islamist movement, is facing investigations in France
for the alleged rape of two women. Ramadan has
denied the accusations as a “campaign of lies
launched by my adversaries”. Henda Ayari, a former
Muslim fundamentalist who says Ramadan raped her
in a Paris hotel room in 2012, said she was encouraged
to speak out against him publicly by the “Me Too”
campaign sweeping the world. “It was the
#BalanceTonPorc campaign that pushed me to reveal
his name,” she told the Parisien newspaper, in refer-
ence to France’s version of the hashtag which means
“Expose your pig”. Ayari, who lodged a rape com-
plaint against the 55-year-old Swiss national on
October 20, charged that for Tariq Ramadan, “either
you wear a veil or you get raped”. 

Woman in ‘love jihad’ case

NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court has ordered a
24-year-old woman whose marriage to a Muslim
man was annulled at her Hindu father’s request to
give evidence in person, saying only she could
decide her own fate. The decision to annul the mar-
riage and force the woman, Akhila Ashokan, to return
to live with her parents has caused outrage among
women’s rights campaigners in India. Earlier this year
Ashokan’s father asked the high court in the southern
state of Kerala to annul the marriage, claiming she
had been forced into it and made to convert to Islam.
The high court agreed, but her former husband chal-
lenged the decision in the Supreme Court, which on
Monday ruled that Ashokan should appear in person
to give evidence on November 27. It questioned
whether the lower court had the legal right to annul a
marriage between two adults. Inter-religious rela-
tionships are still a taboo in India, particularly in rural
areas. 

China universities 
start ‘Xi Thought’ 
at the institutes
BEIJING: Xi Jinping Thought will now be taught,
researched and promoted in universities across China,
ensuring that the leader’s eponymous philosophy is
implanted in students’ hearts and minds. At least twenty
universities have established research institutes for Xi’s
ideology, which was enshrined in the Communist Party’s
constitution during its 19th national congress this month.

The distinction places Xi on a par with Mao Zedong and
Deng Xiaoping. It means that his dogma-”Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era”-will become a mantra for a new generation.
According to media reports Sunday, the research institutes
will not “hide in the ivory tower” but advocate the incorpo-
ration of Xi thought in all aspects of daily life. 

“We will gather many experts and professors to dis-
seminate and preach Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era in businesses,
neighborhoods and villages,” Jiang Hongxin, head of
Hunan Normal University’s newly-founded Xi Thought
research centre, told the People’s Daily, the party mouth-
piece. Liu Ying, party secretary of the Tianjin University of
Technology’s Communist Youth League said the idea of
forming a Xi Thought “learning group” came to her spon-
taneously during his marathon speech at the congress’s
opening.

“After studying these ideas, students will have more
confidence not only in the country, but also in their own
lives,” she said. “They will have a greater belief in the
Chinese dream”-one of Xi’s pet slogans.  Planned activities
for the group include tours to promote Xi Thought in rural
communities and visits to Liangjiahe, the northern village
where Xi spent seven years as a “sent-down youth” during

the Cultural Revolution.  
Liu’s attitude mirrors that of many institute directors,

who in interviews with Chinese media over the weekend
espoused a deep devotion to spreading Xi-isms.  “The
(research) centre has a unique duty, which is to push for-
ward Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era in curriculums, in class-
rooms and in minds,” Chen Xianda, a professor at
Renmin University of China, told the Beijing-based

Guangming Daily.  
One institute director said the lessons must “enter

brains and hearts,” while another said the Xi Thought
organization would “guide the entire school, from top to
bottom, in implementing the spirit of the 19th congress”.
The education ministry also released guidelines Monday
for mandatory elementary and high school extracurricular
programs that include activities to “foster emotional
attachment to the Chinese Communist Party”. —AFP

BEIJING: Photo shows newspaper featuring Chinese President Xi Jinping at a news stand a day after Xi introduced
China’s new Politburo Standing Committee, the nation’s top decision making body, in Beijing. —AFP

Catalonia 
crisis: What 
is next?
MADRID: Spain on Friday sacked Catalonia’s regional gov-
ernment, dissolved the Catalan parliament and called a snap
election in the region for Dec 21, in a bid to draw a line under
the country’s worst political crisis in 40 years. Below are
several scenarios of what could happen in the next few days.

Direct rule
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy sacked Catalonia’s gov-

ernment including regional president Carles Puigdemont
and his deputy Oriol Junqueras and assumed direct control
over the region. Central government ministries assumed the
powers of the Catalan administration until a regional elec-
tion takes place on Dec. 21.

Elections
It is not clear whether a snap regional election will

resolve the crisis. An opinion poll published by El Mundo on
Sunday showed that pro-independence parties may lose
their parliamentary majority and even arrive behind anti-
independence forces. The vote could result into a hung par-

liament. Other opinion polls have also shown Catalonia is
almost evenly split between pro- and anti-independence
supporters.

Civil disobedience
Catalonia’s main secessionist groups have called for

widespread civil disobedience. They also instructed civil
servants not to obey orders from Madrid and respond with
peaceful resistance. It is unclear whether such calls will be
followed or not. A key test will be when 200,000 civil ser-
vants return to work.

Use of force
Spain’s government said it was not planning to make any

arrests, but it is unclear how it will proceed if the current
regional administration staff refuse to leave their offices.
None of the immediate Catalan cabinet, including
Puigdemont, are thought to have spent the weekend in the
Barcelona central offices and it is unclear if they will attempt
to return to work yesterday. A growing number of analysts
have feared this could lead to a physical confrontation if
national police, who used heavy-handed tactics to thwart an
Oct. 1 vote on independence, seek to intervene.

Police
One of the main problems over the implementation of

direct rule will relate to Catalonia’s own police forces, the
Mossos d’Esquadra. On Saturday, the Mossos chief Josep
Lluis Trapero was fired. The new chief told officers they

should remain neutral. In an open letter on Sunday, Interior
Minister Juan Ignacio Zoido praised the Mossos for their
work and urged them to accept temporary direction from
Madrid. But a group of Mossos favoring independence had
previously said they would not follow instructions from the
central government and would not use force to remove min-
isters and lawmakers from power. Several officers told
Reuters they believed the 17,000-strong force was split
between those who want independence and those who
oppose it. The Mossos, whose former chief is under investi-
gation on suspicion of sedition, will have to act on direct
orders from their new bosses. If deemed necessary, Mossos
officers may be replaced by national police.

Finances
The economy and budget ministries took full control

over regional finances on Friday. Many companies have
however said on condition of anonymity that they feared a
new Catalan treasury could start levying taxes, and that
they would seek to move their tax base outside Catalonia. It
is also possible that some pro-independence Catalans will
stop paying their taxes to the Spanish treasury.

Public media
The Spanish government had initially said it would con-

trol widely watched Catalan public television TV3, but it
eventually dropped that plan. The media is likely to play an
important role in the run-up to the new election in
Catalonia.—Reuters


