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downplayed the idea at the time. Saudi and UAE
forces attached to Peninsula Shield previously deployed
into Bahrain to put down its 2011 Arab Spring protests.

When meeting in Washington with Trump in
September, Kuwaiti Amir HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said that mediation by the American
president helped avoid any violence. “Thank God, now,
what is important is that we have stopped any military

action,” said Sheikh Sabah, who himself has been trying
to mediate the dispute. In the “60 Minutes” interview,
which aired yesterday night in the US, Sheikh Tamim
acknowledged the alleged military threat. “I’m fearful
that if anything happens, if any military act happens, this
region will be in chaos,” he said. 

His comments drew immediate criticism early yester-
day from Emirati Minister of State for International
Affairs Anwar Gargash. “To go to the Western media and
attack Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates at this
point is desperate,” Gargash wrote on Twitter. Qatar
“should accept its isolation without sniveling and do
what it must.” The four countries boycotting Qatar allege
the natural gas-rich nation funds extremists, and are
opposed to its support for Islamist opposition groups
and ties to Iran, with which it shares a massive gas field.
Doha long has denied funding extremists.  —Agencies 
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He is seeking a support base among the kingdom’s
youth but faces a real challenge convincing the pop-
ulation that his reforms will lead to job creation at a
time of staggering unemployment. The $500-billion
NEOM, which means “new future” in a combination
of English and Arabic abbreviations, will be a biotech
and digital hub spread over 26,500 sq km in an area
facing Jordan and Egypt.

In a slick promotional video featuring the project,
women were seen jogging in sports bras and working
alongside men in laboratories, an image that con-
trasts with the country’s notorious dress code. Its
service economy will be staffed by robots, it said.
And in a move to display that ambition, Saudi Arabia
this week granted citizenship to a robot named
Sophia.

But the kingdom has “poor form” when it comes to
implementing large-scale projects, research firm
Capital Economics said in a report. It cited the
example of the King Abdullah Economic City near
Jeddah, which was supposed to rival Dubai as a trad-
ing hub, but the project has been dogged by repeat-
ed delays. But proponents of the projects say this
time is different as the projects are directly overseen

by the reformist prince, who has amassed extraordi-
nary power. 

The prince said the regulatory framework for
NEOM will be designed by the private sector to
encourage investment, a departure from previous
projects which were caught up in the country’s slug-
gish bureaucracy. “Saudi Arabia is in a chicken and
egg situation,” said a top Saudi executive who did not
wish to be identified. “What comes first? For us it’s
the chicken” - which symbolizes creating the right
regulatory environment for investment, he told AFP.

The kingdom’s Public Investment Fund (PIF),
which aims to double its assets to nearly $400 billion
by 2020, will be the primary investor in the projects.
Some private sector beneficiaries of PIF, such as bil-
lionaire tycoon Richard Branson have also pledged
to invest but others are yet to make concrete com-
mitments. However, the ambition behind the projects
- catching the eye of participants with a holographic
lion and simulated rollercoaster on the sidelines of
the summit - is seen by many as an economic com-
ing-out party of sorts for the kingdom.

“For the first time Saudi Arabia is looking not at
what’s  in the ground but outside,” said Brian
Ackerman, an American landscape architect and
designer who attended FII, referring to the king-
dom’s oil wealth. “It’s not the mountains, oceans, dri-
verless cars and robots that’s inspiring, it’s the vision.
The leadership is saying: ‘Come on, jump on this
train.’ That’s step one.” — AFP
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of the people of Kurdistan and I will continue to
defend the achievements of the people of Kurdistan”.

Yesterday’s parliamentary session was held behind
closed doors because of “sensitive questions” to be
discussed, deputies said. Officials from Barzani’s
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) had already told
journalists that the letter to be read out would
announce he was stepping aside. Barzani’s letter was
sent to parliament to decide on the provisional redistri-
bution of the presidency’s powers until a presidential
election, for which a date has yet to be fixed.

Nov 1 had originally been slated for both presiden-
tial and legislative elections in the Kurdish region of
northern Iraq, but these were postponed in the political
and military chaos that followed the referendum -
which returned a massive “yes” to independence.
Yesterday’s parliamentary session was postponed sev-
eral times amid political tensions. The opposition Goran
party which had sought Barzani’s resignation and a
“government of national salvation” opposes the redis-
tribution of the presidency’s powers proposed by the
major Kurdish parties, the KDP and its rival Kurdish
Patriotic Union (PUK), deputies said.

Barzani “symbolizes the failure of Kurdish politics,
and the only thing left for him to do is to issue a public
apology,” Goran MP Rabun Maarouf said before the
session began. KDP deputy Ari Harin spoke of an
“international plot”. Barzani had come under growing
opposition from his detractors after he organized the
referendum on Kurdish independence that triggered a
deep crisis with Baghdad. The federal government

deemed the vote unconstitutional, and its forces have
since seized a swathe of disputed territory in the north
from Kurdish fighters.

Territory reclaimed from the Kurds in the sweeping
operation included key oilfields in and around the dis-
puted province of Kirkuk. For the past two days pesh-
merga and Iraqi commanders have also been trying to
hammer out a deal that would see Kurdish fighters
withdraw peacefully after a truce in clashes over the
Fishkhabur border post with Turkey. The loss of the oil-
fields, which provided income that would have been
critical to an independent Kurdish state, sparked
recriminations among the Kurds.

Political life in Kurdistan is dominated by the KDP
and PUK of Iraq’s late president Jalal Talabani. Iraq’s
current president, Fuad Masum, is also a PUK member
and had backed a push for dialogue between the Kurds
and Baghdad before the referendum. After the vote,
Masum said the referendum had triggered the assault
on Kirkuk. Iraq’s neighbors Turkey and Iran, which
have their own Kurdish minorities, also strongly
opposed the non-binding vote, and Ankara on
Thursday said the Iraqi Kurdish offer for the referen-
dum to be frozen was “not enough”, instead urging the
Arbil government to cancel it.

French President Emmanuel Macron has urged dia-
logue between Baghdad and the Kurds, telling Prime
Minister Haider Al-Abadi in a phone call Saturday that
“everything possible should be done to avoid fighting
between Iraqis”, the presidency in Paris said. Barzani’s
move yesterday comes with Abadi’s forces engaged in
battles in the west with holdout militants of the Islamic
State group, assaulting what the premier called “the last
den of terrorism in Iraq”, Al-Qaim on the border with
Syria. The mandate of Barzani, the first and only elected
president of the autonomous Kurdish region, expired in
2013. It was extended for two years and then continued
in the chaos that followed the sweeping IS offensive
across Iraq in 2014. — AFP 
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It took him weeks to get into Turkey, trying to
reach the area where he had left his wife and child
with relatives. He succeeded in crossing the border on
his eighth attempt, but his family was gone. Nahil and
her father, a sailor, had managed to cross from Turkey
to Lesbos in Nov 2016. Mohamed followed in pursuit
after hearing from relatives that his family was in
Greece. “Three times I tried to reach Lesbos, but the

Turkish coastguard pushed our boat back,” he says.
Mohamed eventually reached the nearby island of

Samos, where it took nearly two months to persuade
Greek authorities, with the help of the UN’s refugee
agency, to let him rejoin his family in Lesbos in
August. “They were waiting for me at the harbor. My
son could walk!” he beams. “Ever since he saw his
father, he is laughing, running about, playing with
him,” says Nahil. “It’s like he’s a different child alto-
gether,” adds a social worker from the local support
group Iliaktida, who declined to be named. The family
- whose tale could not independently be confirmed -
has been granted asylum in Greece and will soon
depart for Athens. “My uncle is there, I’ll try to get a
job,” says Mohamed.  “The important thing is to be
alive.” — AFP 
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KUWAIT: Although there has been no official word,
the government is highly expected to submit its resig-
nation today and forming a new Cabinet could take
longer than anticipated. The move comes after 10 law-
makers last week filed a no-confidence motion against
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and acting infor-
mation minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah following a marathon grilling over alleged
financial and administrative violations, which he
strongly denied.

It was earlier reported that a number of Cabinet
ministers have offered to resign following the grilling.
These ministers included Cabinet members who are
threatened by grillings, like the oil minister. Some
sources however expect that the government may not
resign and instead Sheikh Mohammad will quit his post.
The reason for this is that a large number of lawmakers
have already declared their support of the no-confi-
dence motion, which means that the minister could be
voted out of office. Under these circumstances, normal-
ly the government prefers that the concerned minister
quits rather than being voted out of office by the
National Assembly.

Parliamentary sources pointed out that if the gov-
ernment resigns, Prime Minister HH Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah will be asked to form a new Cabinet

and this process could take around three weeks, and
maybe more. There is no legal period for forming a
Cabinet following its resignation. What is certain in the
new standoff between the Assembly and the govern-
ment is that the Cabinet will not attend the Assembly’s
regular session tomorrow, according to statements by
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, who declined to say if
the government will quit.

Pro-government MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl said he was
unaware of the nature of the reported government resig-
nation and whether only a small number of ministers will
quit or the entire Cabinet, including the prime minister. 

MP Safa Al-Hashem described the political atmos-
phere as “overcast” and cloudy with expected rain. She
said we are normally pleased by rain “except this time”,
a clear reference to the expected government resigna-
tion. She criticized the government for “wasting the
future of Kuwait and development” by “tactics and
plots that are not good for this era”. The lawmaker also
wondered if the government’s intention is to make peo-
ple become fed up and bored with the democratic sys-
tem. Opposition MP Osama Al-Shaheen said the no-
confidence motion will probably lead to a better gov-
ernment lineup.

Meanwhile, MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei yesterday
threatened action against the Minister of Commerce
and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan and State Minister for
Housing Yasser Abul. He said Roudhan, who is also
state minister for sports, did not fulfill his promises to
lift sports sanctions on Kuwait. The lawmaker called on
Roudhan to quit immediately. He also threatened Abul
over a contract of housing and defense ministries,
which he described as a “scandal”. It is suspected to
involve corruption to the tune of KD 219 million.

Govt expected 
to resign today

Rohingya refugee children walk in the Moynerghona refugee camp in the Bangladeshi district of Ukhia
yesterday. More than 600,000 Rohingya have arrived in Bangladesh since a military crackdown in neigh-
bouing Myanmar in August triggered an exodus, straining resources in the impoverished country. — AFP 


