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MOGADISHU: The death toll from a deadly attack on a hotel
in Mogadishu rose to 27 yesterday, prompting the Somali
government to sack its police and intelligence chiefs. The
move came after Al-Qaeda aligned Shabaab gunmen staged
coordinated bomb attacks Saturday outside the Nasa Hablod
Hotel 2 before storming the building.  Two weeks ago,
Mogadishu was hit by a massive truck bombing that killed
358 people in the troubled country’s worst-ever attack. 

Saturday’s carnage was unleashed when a car bomb explod-
ed outside the hotel entrance followed by a minibus loaded with
explosives going off at a nearby
intersection. The gunmen then
rushed into the popular hotel,
launching a siege that lasted
several hours.  Officials had ini-
tially given a toll of 14 dead, say-
ing “most” of the casualties were
civilians although a senior police
official and a former MP were
among them. 

“Five gunmen stormed the
building, two of them were
killed and the rest captured
alive,” security ministry
spokesman Abdiasiz Ali Ibrahim told reporters.  Sporadic
gunfire could be heard inside the building where the gunmen
had holed up, but several people managed to escape, officials
said.  “Most people fled the hotel through a back door but
some are still trapped inside,” Mohamed Dek said after man-
aging to escape the hotel after the initial explosion. “I was
very lucky.” The Shabaab claimed the attack in a statement on
its Andalus radio station, saying it was a hotel where “apos-
tate officials” were staying.

‘Serious accountability’
The latest toll was given by Security Minister

Mohamed Abukar Islow at a cabinet meeting at which

ministers approved the dismissal of intelligence agency
boss Abdillahi Mohamed Sanbalooshe and police chief
Abdihakim Dahir Said. The two were “fired for the pur-
pose of serious accountability,” said a statement, which
also said police were interrogating the three captured
gunmen. The removal of the officials comes soon after
the abrupt resignation of Somalia’s defense minister
and army chief on October 12, both of whom quit with-
out explanation just two days before the massive truck
bombing.  Although a new army chief was named the

same day, General Abdi
Jama Warsame, the defense
portfolio remains vacant. 

Somalia’s President
Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed swiftly con-
demned Saturday’s attack,
saying it would not halt the
country’s determination to
fight back.  “The violent ter-
rorists carried out this
attack to scare our people
who are united to support
security after the disaster on

October 14. Such atrocities will neither deter nor dis-
courage our will to fight the terrorists,” he said in a
statement. In yesterday’s statement, the information min-
ister said five people had so far been arrested in con-
nection with the October 14 attack. To date, no group
has claimed responsibility for the truck bombing, though
Shabaab militants have been widely blamed.

The Nasa Hablod 2 is a popular hotel located in the
north of the city whose sister hotel, the Nasa Hablod,
was hit by Shabaab militants in June 2016, in an attack
that killed 11 people, including a junior minister. The
Shabaab has made attacks on hotels-commonly begin-
ning with a suicide car bombing followed by an invasion

by gunmen-a regular strategy in its decade-long battle
to overthrow successive internationally-backed govern-
ments in Mogadishu. The Shabaab lost its foothold in

Mogadishu in 2011 but has continued its fight, launching
regular attacks on military, government and civilian tar-
gets in the capital and elsewhere.— AFP 
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News in brief

Pakistan frees 68 Indians 
KARACHI: Pakistan yesterday released 68 Indian fishermen
held for trespassing into its territorial waters, officials said.
Indian and Pakistani fishermen are frequently detained for
illegal fishing since the Arabian Sea border is not clearly
defined and many boats lack the technology to fix their pre-
cise location. “The fishermen were released from Karachi’s
Malir jail,” Afaq Rizvi, a senior official from the prison said.
He said 380 Indian fishermen remained behind bars in the
country. Fishermen often languish in jail even after serving
their terms, as poor diplomatic ties between the two neigh-
bors mean fulfilling bureaucratic requirements can take a
long time. In July Pakistan released 78 Indian fishermen held
for trespassing into its territorial waters. Ties between India
and Pakistan have remained strained since an attack on an
Indian army base in the disputed region of Kashmir last
year, which New Delhi blamed on Pakistan-based Islamist
group Jaish-e-Mohammed. 

Winds batter Europe 
PRAGUE: Strong winds battered central Europe yesterday,
killing two people in Poland and two in the Czech Republic,
where the gales reached. All four people were killed by
falling trees. The storm also knocked out power to thou-
sands of Czechs and Poles. Winds reached more than 100
km an hour in several parts of the Czech Republic and
topped out at 180 km on Snezka, at 1,602 meters the coun-
try’s highest mountain, Czech Television reported. In
Germany, railway operator Deutsche Bahn closed many
routes in northern and central Germany, cutting rail access
to cities such as Bremen, Hamburg, Berlin, Dresden and
Leipzig. A soccer match between Dynamo Dresden and
Eintracht Braunschweig scheduled in Dresden was delayed by
two and a half hours because of winds. The winds felled trees
in the Czech Republic, with one man dying after being hit on a
sidewalk in a town in the north of the country and one woman
killed by a tree in a wooded area, media reported. 

Ethiopian ‘Red Terror’ 
THE HAGUE: A Dutch-Ethiopian national goes on trial in
The Hague today accused of war crimes, including ordering
the deaths of 75 prisoners, during bloody purges in Ethiopia
known as the “Red Terror”. In the rare case before a Dutch
court, the 63-year-old is alleged by prosecutors to have
been a henchman for Marxist dictator Mengistu Haile
Mariam in northwestern Gojjam province in the 1970s. The
hearings in The Hague involve “a grim series of events
involving the incarceration, torture and murder of opponents
of the 1970s revolutionary regime in Ethiopia,” the prosecu-
tion service said in a statement. Identified in Dutch media as
Eshetu Alemu, the defendant is a long-time resident of The
Netherlands and has acquired Dutch citizenship. A total of
321 victims have been named in four war crimes charges
which include the “arbitrary detention and cruel and inhu-
man treatment of civilians and fighters who had laid down
their arms,” prosecutors added in a statement. 

Private medical college 
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka announced yesterday the clo-
sure of a private medical college at the centre of a
long-running controversy over teaching standards.
Government doctors and students at state-run medical
colleges had for months been striking over allegedly
subpar standards at the South Asia Institute of
Technology and Medicine (SAITM). Places for aspiring
doctors in state-run colleges are scarce and fiercely
competitive, and Sri Lanka’s medical fraternity feared
the island’s only private college was undermining the
profession. “The government hopes that this decision
will end the SAITM controversy,” the government’s
Information Department said in a statement. “It is
hoped that all stake holders will abide by this decision.”
Uniform standards for state-run medical colleges will
be rolled out within the month by the Health Ministry,
the statement said. Hundreds of students already
enrolled in the private college will be transferred to a
new facility and eligible to graduate as doctors. 
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killed, 3 

captured alive

Live bullets and 
bloodshed turn 
the spotlight on 
Kenyan police
NAIROBI: Live bullets, raids on houses and clouds of tear
gas: for human rights defenders, the crackdown on Kenya’s
opposition protest movement is yet another example of
police impunity.  Frequently accused of extrajudicial exe-
cutions, Kenya’s security forces have defended their
actions, saying their men had at times been cornered by
demonstrators, denying charges put forward by rights
groups.  

But the number of deaths and injuries which have
occurred during Kenya’s political crisis speaks for itself,
says Otsieno Namwaya, co-author of a report on police
brutality which was jointly published by Human Rights
Watch (HRW) and Amnesty International two weeks ago.
At least 49 people have died since the first presidential
election on August 8, which was later overturned, in
Kenya’s worst political turmoil in a decade. The vast
majority have been shot dead by police, rights groups say.

‘Excessive force’
“In certain cases, policemen have shot live bullets at

fleeing protesters,” said Namwaya, pointing to an
“excessive use of force” in opposition strongholds in
the west of the country and in the slums of Nairobi, the
capital.  It is a well-trodden path: demonstrators take
to the streets, building barricades and throwing stones,
and at times looting shops, while riot police respond by
firing tear gas and warning shots and sometimes firing
directly at them. For the most part, those who died
were demonstrators, but there were also others like a
nine-year-old girl who was killed by a stray bullet as
she stood on a balcony in a Nairobi slum. In some cas-
es during demonstrations, a group of uniformed men
can be seen beating a single protester even as he lays
on the ground.

Thursday’s presidential re-run was ordered by
Kenya’s Supreme Court after it overturned the August
victory of President Uhuru Kenyatta over “irregulari-
ties”. But two weeks beforehand, opposition leader
Raila Odinga pulled out, call ing a boycott on the
grounds the vote would not be free and fair. In four
counties in the west, the re-run never got off the
ground, with Odinga supporters preventing hundreds
of polling stations from opening, forcing election offi-
cials to postpone the vote-first to Saturday, then once
again to an as-yet-unknown date

‘Full accountability’   
On Friday, international observers, among them those

from the EU and the African Union, called for calm, urging
Kenyans “to refrain from unlawful acts and respect the
rights of fellow citizens”. But they also said it was “impera-
tive” that security forces avoid the excessive use of force,
and demanding “full accountability of the security agen-
cies for all actions taken that result in injury and loss of
life”. The crisis is Kenya’s worst since 2007 when another
divisive vote sparked months of politically-driven ethnic
violence that left 1,100 people dead. 

“Impunity in police forces is a problem,” admitted
Namwaya. “Policemen know they can shoot and get
away with it.” In recent months, the police appear to be
going further than simply confronting protesters in the
streets, taking a heavy-handed approach in the slums
as well as beating demonstrators with batons, some-
times with deadly force, rights groups say. Speaking to
AFP on Thursday at a hospital in the western city of
Kisumu, five people said they had been beaten by
police in their homes. 

Duncan Baraza, who had a broken arm, said police
forced their way into his home in the Nyalenda slum.
“They beat me up without even saying why,” he said.
Similar accounts emerged in August when police forced

their way into a house in a Kisumu slum and attacked a
couple with batons, critically injuring their six-month-
old baby girl who later died. The father said police had
fired tear gas into the house before battering down the
door and attacking them as the mother was holding the
baby in her arms. 

Local police sidelined?
On Thursday, Kisumu governor Anyang Nyongo, who is

close to Odinga, lashed out at the violence, saying the
police were acting like a “militia”. “I don’t understand why
police should use live bullets to disperse people. They
should use water cannon or tear gas. Not live bullets,” he
said. For HRW’s Namwaya, the fact that in some areas the
local police had been sidelined in favor of officers from the
GSU, a paramilitary unit within the national police, had
some bearing on the violence.

“The GSU acts as if it had orders, and that those orders
were to use violence,” he said.  “When the local police are
in charge of operations, the number of cases of violence is
less important.” In the coastal city of Mombasa, an AFP
photographer saw a local police chief accompanied by a
priest trying to speak with angry demonstrators in a move
which helped to calm the situation, and in that case, the
GSU was not called to intervene. —AFP 

MOGADISHU: Somali security forces and civilians walk at the scene of a blast yesterday, a day after two car
bombs exploded in Mogadishu._—AFP 

New Yorkers still 
live with scars of 
Hurricane Sandy
NEW YORK: A few more days and the last of Hurricane
Sandy’s damage will finally be cleared from Mohamad
Rahman’s southern Brooklyn home-five years after the
storm ravaged New York. Two young women install a door
frame on the two-story house’s ground floor under the
watch of Ben Fransua, who manages construction for an
organization renovating homes damaged by the hurricane.
When he visited the house, situated less than a mile from
the beach, for the first time last spring, Fransua discovered
the walls full of mold and holes souvenirs from Sandy,
which caused nine feet (three meters) of floodwater on
October 29, 2012.

His non-profit-a branch of SBP, the disaster recovery
organization founded to help rebuild Louisiana in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina-took over the construction
site, supported by AmeriCorps, a national body that
engages hundreds of thousands of Americans in communi-
ty service each year.  But while this renovation is finished,
three more are on deck, Fransua explains. There are 50

names on the waiting list and every week, two or three
more people contact the organization, said the SBP’s Alana
Tornello.  When Sandy struck, the Princeton graduate was
in Japan working in the aftermath of the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear accident. A Staten Island native, she decided to
return to New York to help.

Since 2012 the SBP has renovated 299 houses-
including 30 under the “Build it Back” municipal pro-
gram, which has helped a total of 8,200 homeowners
who did not have flood insurance. But bureaucracy, ris-
ing construction costs and unscrupulous storm-chasing
contractors are several reasons Tornello cites to explain
why dozens of buildings remain damaged five years on
from Sandy, which killed more than 40 people in New
York and cost the state $42 million. “To be fair,” she
said, “this was the first time that the city was dealing
with an event of this size.” But, she added, “from the
homeowners perspective, it’s been an incredibly difficult
and devastating five years.”

Shortening deadlines is the goal of the SBP, which helps
owners every step of the way, from initial building surveys
to the completion of projects. The organization has tapped
the expertise of companies like Toyota, known for optimiz-
ing production speed.SBP also combines public and pri-
vate funding sources, utilizing donations from individuals,
societies and religious organizations-but Tornello is wor-
ried funding could dry up, with help and donations shifting
to recently affected areas. —AFP

NAIROBI: Officers of the Kenyan General Service Unit (GSU), a paramilitary unit of the National Police
Service of Kenya, patrol in the streets of the Kawangware slum in Nairobi yesterday. —AFP 

MANILA: A tough-talking ex-human rights lawyer has
been named Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s new
spokesman, replacing a former pastor who had been one
of the most vocal defenders of his deadly drug war.
Duterte, whose narcotics crackdown has killed thousands
of people and drawn international criticism, said he would
appoint congressman and former university law professor
Harry Roque as his spokesman. 

Roque takes the place of Ernesto Abella, who has often
downplayed Duterte’s profanity-laced speeches and con-
troversial remarks as “rhetoric” or “hyperbole” and has
tempered the president’s pronouncements. Duterte did not
give a reason for replacing Abella, but said Roque was the
right person for the job. “To get your message clear, I said
Harry would fit the (post) because we both have naughty
mouths,” the president said during Roque’s birthday cele-
bration on Friday night. 

The announcement came weeks after the president suf-
fered his first major drop in popularity, according to an
independent pollster, following the deaths of two Manila
teenagers in his anti-crime crackdown. However subsequent
surveys by other polling agencies found that Duterte and
his drug war remained largely popular. —AFP
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