
LESBOS, Greece: Nahil Alhelb
was beginning to worry her toddler
son would forget about his father
Mohamed, who had been missing
for more than a year after being kid-
napped by Islamic State militants in
Syria. But the family was happily
reunited on the Greek island of
Lesbos after Mohamed escaped and
embarked on a long, frantic quest to
rejoin his wife and son. “I only
learned that my husband was alive
three months ago. I could not
believe hearing his voice,” says
Nahil, a 26-year-old ethnic
Palestinian, with her son Abdur in
her lap. “All this time, our son
refused to eat and I was beginning
to wonder (if) he would forget all
about his father,” she told AFP at a
seaside cafe in Lesbos.

Nahil and Mohamed, a tailor, had
been living in Jordan, where they
had met in 2013, safe from the

Syrian conflict, which has killed
more than 330,000 people since
2011. Then in 2016 the couple
moved to Turkey, planning to cross
into Europe. But when Mohamed
went to Syria to fetch personal doc-
uments to help his mother also make
the journey, he was captured by IS
and held for six months in the north-
western city of Al-Bab in Aleppo
province.

“I was blindfolded as soon as I
was arrested,” recalls the 30-year-
old, trying to push the worst images
from his mind. “They took us under-

ground to a very small area, and
when they removed the blindfold it
was pitch black. The room was so
small I could not stand or lie down. I
constantly heard voices of people
being tortured. I too was beaten and
insulted for not enlisting under IS. I
try not to remember the torture,” he
says. When Turkish forces pushed
IS out of the area, the militants tried
to get rid of their captives. “They
thought most of us were dead, so
they took us to a mass grave. This is
where I escaped,” Mohamed said. 

Continued on Page 11

RIYADH: From a holographic lion to
talking robots and flying taxis, Saudi
Arabia has dazzled investors with plans
for hi-tech “giga projects” - but skeptics
question their viability in an era of cheap
oil. The kingdom has revealed plans to
build NEOM, a mega project billed as a
regional Silicon Valley, in addition to an
entertainment city in Riyadh that would
rival Walt Disney and the Red Sea proj-
ect, a reef-fringed resort destination.

The blueprints for the projects were
on display to 3,500 corporate honchos
at this week’s Future Investment
Initiative (FII) - dubbed “Davos in the
Desert” - that sought to project the
insular kingdom as a business destina-
tion. But serious questions remain about
Saudi Arabia’s ability to execute such

projects, funded in part by its sovereign
wealth fund, as it scrambles to diversify
its economy amid a protracted oil slump.

“The initiative is overambitious,
involves immense execution risks, and
will not help effectively address employ-
ment challenges,” said analysis firm
Eurasia Group, referring to NEOM.
“Saudi Arabia’s continual roll-out of new
initiatives and investment plans... con-
veys the image of dynamism. However,
the government does not have the
capacity to carry out multiple ambitious
programs.”

The projects, unprecedented in their
scale and ambition, could create funding
pressures at a time when the government
faces a yawning budget deficit and
growth in the kingdom’s non-oil econo-
my has nearly ground to a halt. “My
crystal ball is a bit hazy,” said Alan Lowe
from the American Business Group of
Riyadh “We have seen nothing like this
before. We’ll have to see” how the proj-
ects unfold, he told AFP.

The projects, worth hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars, are the brainchild of

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, a
self-styled liberal change agent who is
the chief architect of the sweeping
“Vision 2030” reform program. To
demonstrate the change he envisions, he

held up an old Nokia in one hand and a
stylish iPhone in the other at the FII
summit, a comparison that resonates
with gadget-obsessed millennials.

Continued on Page 11
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Saudi Arabia accuses Iran 
of blocking Yemen peace

Qatar emir warns against military action in Gulf dispute

Max 36º
Min 22º

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday accused Iran of
blocking peace efforts in Yemen, slamming its political
archrival over its support for rebels which Saudi-led
forces are battling in Yemen. Saudi Foreign Minister Adel
Al-Jubeir accused Tehran of smuggling arms to Yemen’s
Shiite Houthi rebels, who control the capital Sanaa and
northern Yemen, and to the rebels’ ally former president
Ali Abdullah Saleh.

“Iran is destroying all attempts to find a solution in
Yemen, which has led to the failure of all political negoti-
ations between the government and these militias,”
Jubeir said in Riyadh. He was addressing a meeting of
foreign ministers and military officials from countries,
including Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates,
which are part of the Saudi-led coalition involved in
Yemen. “These militias would not have continued opera-
tions without the support of the greatest sponsor of ter-
rorism in the world - the Iranian regime,” Jubeir said. 

While Iran does not hide its support for the rebels’
cause, it has consistently denied smuggling arms to the
Houthis. Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdulmalik Al-
Mekhlafi told the meeting the Houthis were carrying out
a “sectarian project inspired by Iran” which he said
sought to “topple the legitimate (Yemeni) government”.
The Yemen war has claimed more than 8,600 lives since
a regional military coalition, led by Saudi Arabia, joined
the Yemeni government’s fight against the rebels in 2015.

A cholera outbreak has also claimed more than 2,100
lives since April as hospitals struggle to secure supplies
amid a blockades on ports and the country’s main inter-
national airport. The United Nations has warned Yemen
now stands at the brink of famine. Multiple rounds of
UN-sponsored talks on the Yemen war have failed to

broker a political settlement between the Saudi-backed
government of Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi and the rebels
and their allies. Addressing yesterday’s gathering, Saudi
chief of staff, General Abdel Rahman bin Saleh Al-
Banyan, said Yemeni forces had regained control of “85
percent of the country” and had “spared civilians in con-
formity with international humanitarian law”. The meet-
ing comes a week after US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson met with Gulf officials in the Saudi capital for
talks that largely focused on Iran’s role across the region.

Meanwhile, Qatar’s emir has warned against any mil-
itary confrontation over the ongoing diplomatic dispute
between his country and four other Arab nations, say-
ing it would only plunge the region into chaos. Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani said US President Donald
Trump has offered to host a meeting between Qatar
and its opponents - Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates - to end the crisis between
the American allies.

Speaking to the American television network CBS’s

“60 Minutes” news program, Sheikh Tamim said so far,
however, there’s been no response from the boycotting
nations. “It was supposed to be very soon, this meeting,”
he said. The threat of a military confrontation between
the countries loomed in the initial days following the start
of boycott on June 5. Arabic language media in the boy-
cotting nations suggested the need for a “Peninsula
Shield” operation, which is the military arm of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, though government officials

Continued on Page 11

RIYADH: Attendees pose for a group picture following a meeting between foreign ministers and military officials from the Saudi-led coalition yesterday. — AFP 

IRBIL, Iraq: Massud Barzani, the president of the
autonomous Kurdish region in Iraq, told a closed-door
session of parliament yesterday he was stepping down
amid the fallout from a controversial independence refer-
endum. “After November 1, I
will no longer exercise my
functions, and I reject any
extension of my mandate,” the
71-year-old said in a letter
read out to parliament in the
Kurdish capital Irbil, a copy of
which was obtained by AFP.

“Changing the law on the
presidency of Kurdistan or
prolonging the presidential
term is not acceptable,” said
the architect of the September 25 independence vote,
which led to the Kurds losing to Baghdad’s forces disput-
ed territory and oilfields to which they had laid claim. “I
ask parliament to meet to fill the vacancy in power, to ful-
fill the mission and to assume the powers of the presiden-
cy of Kurdistan”, said the letter. Barzani said he would
“remain a peshmerga (Kurdish fighter) among the ranks 

Continued on Page 11
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Tall ambitions, 
high risks: Saudi 
‘giga projects’ 

KUWAIT: Health Minister Jamal Al-Harbi yester-
day said a joint permanent committee would be
formed to set the general policies of the Health
Insurance Company (Daman) hospitals and guaran-
tee due medical services to expats in the private
sector. Resolution 401 has defined the committee’s
tasks, which include providing support and coordi-
nating with government bodies on the company’s
activities, besides following up and streamlining all
technical, administrative and financial matters, the
minister told KUNA.

It will also seek coordination to secure the com-
pany’s financial rights, in addition to issuing resolu-
tions based on the ministry’s data, the applied sys-
tems and the medical licenses, he noted. According
to Harbi, the committee can form subcommittees
and assign them with certain tasks. The committee’s
resolutions will be referred to the minister for
endorsement.Once the committee is formed, Daman
will embark on building three hospitals in different
health directorates, in addition to 15 medical centers
to offer primary care to about two million insurance-
paying expats working for the private sector.
Specialized care, neurosurgery, and heart and eye
surgery will be provided at state hospitals, the min-
ister said.

The formation of the permanent committee is in
line with Kuwait’s development plan, Daman’s CEO
Dr Ahmad Al-Saleh said. He expected the project to
start operation with the beginning of 2018, as part of
the “New Kuwait” vision. The company plans to
invest up to KD 180 million ($593.4 million) on the
infrastructure projects over the coming period, he
added, noting that overall operation is expected to
take place in 2020. 

Separately, Secretary General of the Supreme
Planning Council Dr Khalid Mahdi put an end to
arguments about the demographic structure,
saying the problem is not about having expats in
the country. 

“Kuwait does not seek the reduction of expat
labor - rather it is working seriously to achieve qual-
ity rationalization, which means that workers should
add value to the country’s economy and not have
marginal laborers who constitute a burden on the
state and its infrastructure,” he told Al-Rai. He said
the term “demographic structure” is a generalized
one and is wrong, adding “we should understand
defects in the labor market”. —  Agencies 

Daman panel to 
guarantee health 
services to expats

RIYADH: A Saudi man chats with a robot on the sidelines of the three-day Future
Investment Initiatives conference on Oct 25, 2017. —AFP 

Joy as family 
reunites after 
12-mth ordeal

MYTILENE, Greece: In this photograph taken on Oct 23, 2017, Mohamed
Alhelb, his wife Nahil and their son Abdur pose at the port of Mytilene on
Lesbos Island. — AFP 



KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yesterday National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. His Highness the Amir also received His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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News in brief

Kuwaitis in
Japan cautioned

TOKYO: Kuwait yesterday warned its citizens in
Japan to be cautious as Typhoon Lan, which is cur-
rently over the southernmost regions of the country,
was expected to hit Tokyo by midnight. In a state-
ment, the Kuwait embassy said that Lan, classified a
Category 4 storm, carries the risks of landslides and
floods due to accompanying heavy rain and strong
winds. Kuwaiti citizens were also advised to abide
by the safety guidelines issued by local authorities.
In the case of emergency, they were urged to con-
tact the embassy on the following hotlines, 03-
3455-0361 - 03-3455-0362 - 03-3455-0363. —
KUNA

Kuwait Airways
flies to Taef

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways said Saturday it would be
operating flights to the Saudi city of Taef as of
December 6. The national carrier said in its official
Twitter account that it would operate two flights per
week to Taef: Wednesday and Saturday. The new
route will increase Kuwait Airways’ destinations to
39. Kuwait Airways is the oldest in the Arabian Gulf
region. It was established in 1953 under the name
Kuwait National Airways Ltd. The Government of

Kuwait bought the
carrier in 1962. —

KUNA

Kuwait condemns
Somalia’s attacks

KUWAIT: Kuwait on Saturday strongly condemned
the terrorist bombings that took place in Mogadishu
earlier today, killing and wounding scores of people.
Kuwait firmly rejects all forms of violence and ter-
rorism, a foreign ministry source said in a statement.
Kuwait calls on the international community to dou-
ble efforts to eradicate terrorism, the source added,

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah departed yester-
day to the United States for a private visit to undergo
regular medical checkups. Upon departure, His
Highness was seen off by National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem, Sheikh Jaber Abdullah Al-
Sabah, Sheikh Faisal Saud Al-Sabah, Deputy President
of the National Guard Sheikh Mishaal Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad
Ahmad Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Sabah, First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Defense Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al-
Sabah. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf was also seen off
by President of the Public Authority for Civil Aviation
Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Sabah, Prime Minister
Diwan’s Advisor Salem Jaber Ahmad Al-Sabah, Sheikh
Dr Ibrahim Duaij Al-Sabah, Sheikh Ali Jaber Ahmad
Al-Sabah, Prime Minister Diwan’s Advisor Dr Hmoud
Mohammad Al-Otaibi, President of the Protocols and
Honorary Missions at Prime Minister Diwan Sheikh
Mubarak Sabah Salem Al-Sabah, the Crown Prince
Diwan’s Undersecretary for Local Affairs Sheikh
Ahmad Jaber Abdullah Al-Sabah, and Crown Prince
Diwan’s senior officials. — KUNA

Crown Prince departs to
US for private visit

Deputy Foreign Minister
meets diplomats

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen
off by senior state officials before he departed to the United States yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
held meetings yesterday with a
number of ambassadors to Kuwait.
Jarallah met with South Sudan’s
Ambassador, Barmina Rayak,
where they discussed the bilateral
relations, in addition to regional
and international developments.
The Deputy Foreign Minister held
receptions for the Egyptian
Ambassador Yasser Mohammad
Atef Abdelkader and separately for
Sunil Jain of India, who had just
completed their tenure. The meet-
ings were all attended by the
Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Deputy Foreign Minister’s Office
Affairs Ambassador Ayham Al-
Omar. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets
with Egyptian Ambassador Yasser Mohammad Atef Abdelkader. — KUNA

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jaral lah
meets with Indian Ambassador Sunil Jain.

KUWAIT: Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Kuwait Martin Dvorak hosted a reception recently to celebrate his country’s national day. State officials, diplomats
and other dignitaries attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Czech Embassy celebrates National Day

Amir receives senior officials



By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: The Traffic General Department began yesterday
to strictly implement article 169 of the traffic law which bans
parking or waiting in areas designated for pedestrians or
pavements, as well as article 207 which gives police the
authority to impound vehicles found in places where parking
is not allowed for a maximum of two months, plus a KD 15
fine. A total of 60 citations for similar violations have been
issued so far.

Disparaging remarks
Relations and Security Information department said

authorities were able to identify a patrolman who made dis-
paraging remarks towards an expatriate man in a video clip
that went viral on social media. The officer was summoned to
face disciplinary measures.

No injuries
Farwaniya fire center responded to a fire in a car between

Ishbiliya and Rihab areas on Saturday. The fire was put out
without injuries. The cause of the fire was faulty wiring.

Campaigns
Director of General Cleanliness and Road Occupancy at

Capital Municipality Mishal Al-Azmi said several field
rounds were made to uphold law 87/9 which bans throwing

trash, tissue paper, etc on the streets, adding that the fine in
such cases may reach KD 200. The campaign resulted in
issuing 680 citations including 6 roaming vendors.
Separately, Jahra Municipality carried out a campaign that
resulted in removing 19 unlicensed mobile grocery stores
and restaurants on the roads of the governorate.

Fatal accident
A girl was killed while another was injured when a driver

hit them in Salmiya while they were on a picnic. Police and
an air ambulance were sent to the area, where the injured
girl was rushed to Jahra hospital in critical condition, while
the deceased’s body was recovered by the coroner. The
driver was arrested and sent to police station.

Intruder arrested
A Jordanian man broke into a female citizen’s house in

Hawally in an attempt to rebuild their broken relationship.
Najda patrols responded to a call made by the woman and
arrested the man. The man confessed that he did not intend
to hurt the woman in any way and only wanted to talk. The
woman told police about the false promises the man made to
her. The woman did not file charges, but took an undertaking
that he does not approach or call her again.

Armed robbery
Ahmadi detectives are looking to identify and arrest a

man driving an American-made vehicle who robbed a grocer
at gunpoint in Sabahiya.

Missing wallet
A Bangladeshi man was involved in an accident in Wafra

where his car flipped over, and people helped him out of his
vehicle. The man suffered from a critical shoulder injury and
reported that his wallet with KD 180 was missing.

Forgery
A citizen is under investigation for submitting a forged

sick leave. Detectives are trying to find the real suspect who

sells forged sick leaves to government employees. Police
received a call from Adan Hospital and found out that a sick
leave received from a citizen who needed a stamp had the
signature of a doctor who did not sign it. The doctor lodged
a complaint accusing an unknown person of impersonating
him and signing his name on sick leaves. 

Drug possession
Two female citizens were arrested on Arabian Gulf Road

and sent to Drugs Control General Department for posses-
sion of drugs and illicit tablets. A ticket was issued to one of
them for driving while intoxicated.
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Legalese

Khaled Nasser Abdullah Al-Roudhan, Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs, and his team have made significant positive
changes in Kuwait in the past few months that have
changed the market for the youth. Thanks to their hard
work and legislative changes, Kuwaiti youth are now
much more active in Kuwait, continuing to innovate in
fields such as technology and food and beverage. Today
I am just answering the two most common questions I
got this week with regards to commercial activity. 

New law
Question: There is news that there is a new food truck

law - can you please verify and explain to us the law?
Fajer: There is no new law in effect yet, but there have

been discussions regarding a new law that does organize
truck business licenses, including food trucks. This is a
prospective law and as I explained earlier, the new min-
ister is very keen on making a difference. I have realized
on multiple occasions now that there have been open
discussions on laws before they come into effect. The
ministry has suggested the following (open to discus-
sion):

•  The owner and manager must be Kuwaiti.
•  Number of trucks is limited: Each company can

have only one truck.
•  Maximum number of non-Kuwaiti employees is

two. There are no limitations on the number of Kuwaiti
employees if they are registered under the license of the
company.

•  Each truck has its specific location, to be identified
using GPS. 

•  The validity of the term of the commercial license is
four years.

•  The license is not just for food, but other activities
such as crafts, printing and copying, groceries, electron-
ics repair, gift wrapping, etc.

Amendments 
Question: I am finding it very difficult to make

amendments to my already existing company. I want a
new partner to join my company. This is very complicat-
ed and I cannot seem to find any information online. Can
you please provide us with information on this topic?

Fajer: I know that with all the positive changes with
new legislations, there are still other places within the
government that still have space for improvement. I have
compiled information on how to amend a company’s arti-
cles of association in a very general manner. I hope it is
useful. 

Company’s amendments:
Documents needed to change the CEO:
1.  Filling in a form (amending request) available on

Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s (MoCI) website.
2.  A copy of the civil ID of the current CEO.
3.  A copy of the company’s license.
4.  If the new CEO is a Kuwaiti citizen: A certificate

from the Public Institute for Social Security stating
that the new CEO is currently not working in the pub-
lic sector.

5.  If the new CEO is non-Kuwaiti, his visa should be
with the same company.

Documents needed to change a company’s name:
1.  Filling in a form (amending request) available on

the Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s (MoCI)
website.

2.  A copy of the valid license of the company.
3.  Copies of partners’ civil IDs.
4.  A certificate from the Public Institute for Social

Security stating that there are no pending fees for the
company.

5.  Rental agreement and rental receipt.

Documents needed to change the company’s address: 
1.  Original company’s license.
3.  Copies of partners’ civil IDs and of the CEO.
4.  Rental agreement and rental receipt of the new

address.
Should you have any questions or concerns, or you

require a consultation, please email me at
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Truck business
licenses

60 traffic tickets issued to
no-parking law violators

Policeman questioned for ‘mocking’ expat

VAT application
up to lawmakers:
Undersecretary
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Responding to lawmakers’ threats to grill the
finance minister if value added tax (VAT) is imposed in
Kuwait, Finance Ministry’s Undersecretary Khalifa Hamada
said the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) pact which
approved VAT is being reviewed by the parliament and that
it is up to MPs whether to approve or reject it. Notably,
Hamada had previously estimated non-oil annual revenue
expected after imposing VAT to be KD 600 million, and
said that it would take a year to impose the tax. He had also
noted that VAT would boost non-oil revenue but remarked
that it would not entirely resolve the budget deficit. 

Environmental violations
Minister of Public Works Abdul Rahman Al-Mutawwa

said 1,272 environmental violations had been referred to
prosecution since the environment law was put into effect
and untill Sept 5, 2017. Speaking in response to an enquiry
filed by MP Safa Al-Hashem, Mutawwa said violations
included 48 related to construction waste, which violates
article 33 of the law. 

Mutawwa explained that article 33 states that those
who dump construction waste out of the specified dump-
sters will be penalized KD 50 to KD 500. He also noted
that inspectors with judicial powers are entitled to enter
public or private places, except those used for private res-
idence, without the owners’ prior permission at any time

to investigate any environmental violations and take sam-
ples to be examined. 

Mutawwa added that inspectors with judicial powers
will then file citations with detailed information about the
measures followed, the violation, the time and place as well
as the inspector’s name and position. He also noted that
inspectors could be tipped off concerning environmental
violations by people and even unidentified sources. 

Overhead lines 
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare’s Director

Bader Al-Waqian signed a contract with a local company
to reposition two overhead high-voltage power lines at the
South Abdullah Al-Mubarak city site. According to the
contract, the company will move the lines to new routes
outside the project land that is planned to include 3,260

housing units plus other public facility buildings. 

Labor allowance
The Manpower and Government Restructuring

Program (MGRP) announced that a total of KD 39 million
was paid in October as monthly national labor support
allowance to 75,600 citizens working in the private sector.
MGRP also announced that KD 600,000 was also paid to
2,500 Kuwaiti students. 

Solar power
Well-informed sources denied reports suggesting that

the Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) plans to use
solar power for water desalination, explaining that the
project is economically unfeasible because of its high cost
compared to conventional energy.

US Educational
Group 
university fair
returns to
Kuwait 
KUWAIT: The US Educational Group
(USEG) will return to Kuwait to promote
US colleges and universities, at the Marina
Hotel in Salmiya tomorrow, from 6:00 to
9:00 pm. US Embassy Cultural and
Consular officers will be present to
address students’ questions about educa-
tion in the United States and the student
visa process. The university fair is free of
charge and open to the public.  

Representatives from USEG will pro-

vide information about admission stan-
dards, financial aid opportunities, summer
programs, and student life at different US
universities. The 26 US universities that
will be represented at the event include:

American University of Cairo, DePaul
University, Embry Riddle Aeronautical
University, Hofstra University, Kent State
University, Marquette University, North
Carolina State University, Ohio University,
Purdue University, ScorePlus/Princeton
Review, Slippery Rock University of
Pennsylvania, Stony Brook University, The
College at Brockport-State University of
New York, Syracuse University, University
of North Carolina Wilmington, University
at Buffalo-State University of New York,
University of Bridgeport, University of
California Santa Cruz, University of
Hartford, University of Maine, University of
Miami University of Michigan Flint,
University of Missouri, University of New
Hampshire, Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University (Virginia Tech), West
Virginia University, and Western Michigan
University.

Sports 
important for
development:
Minister
KUWAIT: Minister of Education and
Minister of Higher Education Dr
Mohammed Al-Fares yesterday said that
sports was one of the most important
socio-economic boosters in all countries
and that investment in sports would lay the
foundation of economic development. 

Speaking during the inauguration of the
2nd International Conference on Sport
Sciences organized by the Public
Authority for Applied Education and
Training (PAAET), Fares stressed that the
conference provides both students and
stakeholders with the opportunity to
review the latest in sports, adding that it

also helps achieve the aims of the physical
education department at the basic educa-
tion college.  

Meanwhile, Minister of Commerce and
Industry and Acting Minster of State for
Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan said that
Arab sports need more care and develop-
ment despite the positive results achieved
by some Arab athletes in various sports.
“Sports is a wide window through which
we can explore advanced international
cultures and potentials as it is a sign of
cultural progress for nations,” he under-
lined. 

Also speaking on the occasion, the
Acting Director of the Public Authority for
Sports Dr Humoud Flaiteh emphasized the
authority’s keenness on supporting all
sports activities and conferences.
Furthermore, dean of PAAET’s college  of
basic education Dr Fahad Al-Rowaished
stressed that the conference aims at devel-
oping sports and physical education sci-
ences throughout the Arab world.
Notably, the two-day conference attracted
over 250 researchers from 20 different
countries. — KUNA
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A man walks by an artistic work set up at a park in Kuwait City. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

Women achievements
continue to inspire
younger generations

KUWAIT: The Arab Woman Awards
took places recently in Kuwait, during
which several stateswomen were award-
ed for their contributions in business,
education, art, humanitarian action and
various other fields.

Sarah Abushaar delivered a speech
during the event, in which she underlined
the important role that women have
played in human history. “History and
humanity are rich in the stories of lead-
ing women who transformed their worlds
— indeed our world at large — and pio-
neered a path for the generations. But
their monumental gains were not without
monumental challenge,” she said.

Sarah spoke about being taught by
her parents from a young age about
women’s achievements in various fields
in the region. “When you grow up hear-
ing of all  these incredible women,
women whose names were preceded by
the label ‘she was the first’ or ‘she is the
only’.. women who consistently broke
the molds and defied expectations.. that
has a very powerful effect. You made the
improbable seem possible and within
reach,” she indicated. “You served as
constant proof to the young version of
me that ‘yes we can!’ no matter what the
probabilities said.”

According to Sarah, Kuwait is no
stranger to the pivotal role of women in
our society. “[Kuwait] is historically
home to some of the most active and
progressive women in our region and
some of the biggest bright spots of
female attainment,” she said.

“As it relates to economic participa-
tion, our female labor force participation
rate at 53 percent, is the highest in the
GCC region,” she pointed out. “As it
relates to educational attainment, Kuwait
University sees more female graduates
than male counterparts and our women
are among the earliest and most educat-
ed of the region. When it comes to politi-
cal participation, through your activism

and persistent calls for progress, you
spearheaded significant reform to
expand our political franchise in 2005 to
encompass your crucial voice with the
major victory of women’s rights to vote
and to run for office, which was an
important gain in Kuwait’s broader dem-
ocratic experiment. When it comes to
civil society, we have one of the most
vibrant and robust civic societies in the
Middle East today and your work and
efforts are a large part of the strength of
our social infrastructure.”

Sarah also quoted President of the
IMF Christine Lagarde, who said during
her visit to the country in 2013 that:
“When it comes to the role of women, I
know that Kuwait is a regional role mod-
el. Kuwait is home to some of the bright-
est, most educated, most creative women
in the world.”

Sarah concluded her speech with on
an optimistic tone, addressing the hon-
ored women by saying: “Tomorrow,
somewhere across Kuwait, a young girl
might be sitting in her home’s living
room, her parents will have opened the
newspaper and will be pointing to you
here, today... And in hearing about your
story, in some way, that girl will start to
build her aspirations.. her dreams around
your inspiration and example. And one
day that young girl may be standing
here, thanks in no small part, to you.” 

Sarah Abushaar poses with her parents.

KUWAIT: Sarah Abushaar
delivers her speech.
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KUWAIT: As state authorities try to
expand touristic options, the Jahra
nature reserve is slated to become the
new touristic attraction that would
provide relaxation and leisure for visi-
tors. The nature reserve, which was
subjected to years of environmental
rehabilitation, is situated 19 kilometers
west of Kuwait Bay and it is consid-
ered one of  the most biological ly
diverse locations in the country with
various species of animals, birds, and
fish dwelling there.

Director General of the Environment
Public Authority (EPA) Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said that the soft
opening of the nature reserve today
would gauge the capabilities of the
location before the official opening for
the public next February.

Students from different educational

levels, top officials of the state and
environmental  enthusiasts wi l l  be
among the first to experience the Jahra
nature reserve, said Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Humoud, adding that the reserve
will be opened throughout the year;
however, it will be able to receive a
certain capacity of visitors. Entry fees
will be determined soon, but people
with special needs will be exempted
from paying, affirmed the official.

Meanwhile, head of the marine envi-
ronment department at EPA Dr Fahad
Al-Ajmi said that the nature reserve
consisted of various kinds of fish, ani-
mals, and birds. He added that the
reserve’s facilities would be subjected
for expansions as the authority sees it
fit. The various buildings provide edu-
cational and technical information to
the visitors of the reserve. — KUNA

Jahra nature reserve: A
new touristic attraction

Soft opening today; official opening in February

KUWAIT: An artificial lake at the Jahra nature reserve. — KUNA

Fences to keep intruders away.

A duck swimming in the artificial lake of the Jahra nature reserve.

A heron bird spotted at the reserve.

A site for monitoring birds at the reserve.

A heron bird flies at the reserve.



BARCELONA: Hundreds of thousands who
want Catalonia to remain part of Spain rallied
in downtown Barcelona yesterday, two days
after a separatist majority in Catalonia’s parlia-
ment exacerbated a political crisis by voting for
the wealthy region to secede. Organizers say
the march’s goal is to defend Spain’s unity and
reject “an unprecedented attack in the history
of democracy.” Leaders of rival pro-union par-
ties from the ruling conservatives, the pro-
business liberals and the socialists have joined
together under the slogan “We are all
Catalonia. Common sense for coexistence!”

Rally organizers Societat Civil Catalana, the
leading pro-union grassroots group, said that
over 1 million people turned out for the march
that maintained a festive mood without any
incidents reported. Police haven’t yet provided
a crowd estimate. Many demonstrators waving
Spanish, Catalan and European Union flags
flooded a central boulevard. Some held hand-
made signs and banners reading “We won’t let
Spain to be torn apart into pieces” and “The
awakening of a silenced nation.”

“Catalan leaders have broken the law. The
central government has let this situation go for
too long, for even 30 or 40 years, thinking that
we were never going to arrive to this extreme,
but here we are,” said Angelita Cuesta, a 66-

year-old retiree. “Our society is fractured,
there are family members and friends who no
longer can talk about politics to avoid conflict.”
Three weeks ago, the same group organized a
mass rally that brought hundreds of thousands
onto Barcelona’s streets. That was by far the
largest pro-union show of force in Catalonia in
recent years, in contrast to huge rallies by sep-
aratists. “We have organized ourselves late,
but we are here to show that there is a
majority of Catalans that are no longer silent
and that no longer want to be silenced,”
Societat Civil Catalana president Alex
Ramos said. Members of Spain’s central
government, including Health Minister
Dolors Montserrat, and Enric Millo, who is
Madrid’s representative in Catalonia, also
attended yesterday’s rally. No major pro-
independence marches were expected.

Catalonia’s separatist leader, who was
fired along with his regional government on
Saturday, has called for Catalans to engage
in peaceful opposition to Spain’s crackdown to
keep the country together. The vote by pro-
independence lawmakers Friday in favor of
secession, and Madrid’s response triggering
unprecedented constitutional powers taking
control of Catalan affairs, was the climax of
Spain’s worst political crisis in decades.

Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy also
dissolved Catalonia’s parliament and called a
new regional election for Dec 21. Separatists
only won 48 percent of the vote in Catalonia in
the last regional election in 2015, although they
took more seats because of Spanish election
law which gives more weight to sparsely popu-
lated areas. The top politicians for pro-union

parties wanted to use yesterday’s rally as a
launchpad for the critical elections in just over
six weeks. “It’s time to take over the streets and
take over the ballot boxes,” said Albert Rivera,
the leader of the center-right Citizens party.
Oriol Junqueras, the ousted vice president of
Catalonia’s rebellious government, wrote in an

open letter in Catalan newspaper El Punt-Avui
yesterday that separatists should consider par-
ticipating in the elections. That was in response
to some secessionists who argue to boycott
them.  The Catalan parliament’s vote to secede
came after an illegal Oct 1 referendum in
Catalonia in favor of independence. 

Spain’s constitutional court had outlawed
the vote, and local opponents to secession
had boycotted the process after sepa-
ratists violated parliament rules to push
through its convocation. Voting on the day
itself was marred by violence when
national police clashed with people
attempting to cast their ballots, in what
was widely seen in the region as a heavy-
handed response by Spanish police. But
Spain’s government said that the police
response was proportionate to the resist-
ance that officers met.

Ousted Catalan president Carles
Puigdemont issued a televised message

Saturday saying that he and other regional offi-
cials fired by Madrid would keep “working to
build a free country.” His comments were a
veiled refusal to accept his Cabinet’s dismissal
as ordered by central authorities.  Following
their official dismissal, Puigdemont and the 12
members who until Saturday made up the

Catalan Cabinet are no longer paid. Spain’s
government has said they could be charged
with usurping others’ functions if they refuse to
obey, which could throw the region into further
turmoil by prolonging a monthlong standoff.  

Separately, a Belgian government official
said yesterday it would be “not unrealistic” for
Puigdemont to ask for asylum, and warned it
would create serious diplomatic difficulties
with fellow European Union member state
Spain. Asylum State Secretary Theo Francken
said on Twitter that “it is possible to ask for
asylum as an EU subject” in Belgium, adding it
was up to independent asylum authorities
whether to grant it.  The 28-nation EU is con-
sidered a bloc where the rule of law applies
and granting asylum based on arguments that
repression would endanger the full exercise of
one’s rights would be exceptional.

“If you assess the situation at this stage,
including the prison terms and the repression
from Madrid,” Francken told VTM network,
“there is the question whether a person like that
can get a fair trial, of course.” In another tweet,
he stressed Belgium wasn’t seeking such a sce-
nario. “I am not rolling out the welcome mat,” he
said. In the past, some Basque separatists have
asked for asylum in Belgium and weren’t extra-
dited to Spain, causing years of friction. —  AP 
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BARCELONA: People hold Spanish, Catalan Senyera and EU flags during a pro-unity demonstration in Barcelona yesterday. — AFP 

Unity march in heart of 
‘independent’ Catalonia

Hundreds of thousands rally in Barcelona for Spanish unity

Security info 
found on a
London street

LONDON: Heathrow Airport said yesterday
it has launched an internal investigation after
a memory stick containing extensive securi-
ty information was found on a London street
by a member of the public. The USB drive
contained dozens of folders with maps,
videos and documents some marked confi-
dential or restricted-detailing security at
Europe’s busiest airport, according to the
Sunday Mirror newspaper, which first
reported the incident. 

A man discovered the unencrypted
device discarded on a west London pave-
ment, and handed it into the paper, which
said it reviewed the contents and passed it
on to Heathrow officials. The airport said the
breach led to an immediate review of all
security plans and it was “confident that
Heathrow remains secure”. 

A spokeswoman added: “We have also
launched an internal investigation to under-
stand how this happened and are taking
steps to prevent a similar occurrence in
future.” She declined to detail the contents
on the USB and when the security lapse

occurred. The device reportedly contained
174 documents, some referencing measures
used to protect Queen Elizabeth II, and oth-
ers outlining the types of IDs needed for dif-
ferent areas of the airport. It also included
timetables of security patrols, and maps
pointing to the positions of CCTV cameras,
the Sunday Mirror said. The incident comes
as Britain’s threat level remains at severe fol-
lowing a series of deadly terrorism attacks

this year. Heathrow, Britain’s biggest airport
which handled nearly 76 million passengers
last year, is considered a prime target for ter-
rorists. The airport spokeswoman said safety
and security were its “top priority”. “The UK
and Heathrow have some of the most robust
aviation security measures in the world and
we remain vigilant to evolving threats by
updating our procedures on a daily basis,”
she added. — AFP 

We will not 
let Spain to be

torn apart 
into pieces

Bahrain women 
detainees end 
hunger strike 
DUBAI: A group of detainees at a Bahraini
women’s detention centre ended a six-day
hunger strike yesterday after negotiating
better prison conditions with authorities, a
rights group said. The five women ended
their strike at the Isa Town women’s prison
after wardens agreed to their demands,
according to the Bahrain Institute for Human
Rights and Democracy (BIRD), which says
they are being held in connection with polit-
ical activity. 

Detainees will now be allowed privacy
during phone calls to their families and will
no longer be separated from visitors by
glass panes, BIRD said. Hajar Mansoor
Hassan, one of the five detainees, had been
forced to suspend her hunger strike at the
weekend after being hospitalized for low
blood sugar levels. Along with Hassan,
detainees Najah al-Sheikh, Amira Al-
Qashami, Medina Ali and Zainab Marhoon
last week launched the strike in protest

against the mistreatment of detainees.
Authorities have cracked down on political
dissent since a wave of protests erupted in
2011 demanding an elected government in
the Shiite-majority country.  In April, parlia-
ment gave approval for military courts to try
civilians charged with “terrorism”, a vaguely
defined legal term in the Sunni-ruled king-
dom.  Hassan, the mother-in-law of BIRD’s
advocacy director, is due to be sentenced on
October 30 on terrorism-related charges
along with her son and nephew. They face
up to three years in jail. Bahraini authorities
last week released high-profile female
activist Ebtisam Al-Saegh as she awaits trial.
She has accused the government of torture
while she was in custody.

The Bahrain government has drawn inter-
national criticism for its crackdown on polit-
ical dissent. Hundreds of protestors have
been jailed and number of high-profile
activists and clerics stripped of citizenship
since 2011.  Journalists are also widely
banned from travel to the country.  Bahraini
authorities accuse Shiite-ruled Iran of train-
ing “terrorist cells” that aim to overthrow the
government. Tehran denies the allegation. A
key US ally located between Saudi Arabia
and Iran, Bahrain is home to the US Fifth
Fleet and a British military base that is still
under construction. — AFP 

LONDON: Photo shows a plane trying to land at the Heathrow Airport London. 
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US pressure delays Israel 
‘Greater Jerusalem’ bill 

Bill grants West Bank settlers Jerusalem voting rights

Established 1961 

JERUSALEM: US pressure delayed an Israeli ministerial
vote yesterday on a proposed bill that Washington fears
entails annexation of Jewish settlements near Jerusalem, an
Israeli lawmaker said. The “Greater Jerusalem” legislation
would put some settlements in the occupied West Bank,
built on land Palestinians seek for a future state and
viewed as illegal by most countries, under the jurisdiction
of Jerusalem’s municipality.

The bill, proposed by a member of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud party, was to have
been submitted for approval yesterday to a ministerial
committee on legislation, a first step before a series of rati-
fication votes in parliament. But Likud lawmaker David
Bitan, chairman of Netanyahu’s coalition in parliament, said
a vote by the cabinet com-
mittee would be delayed
because Washington told
Israel the bill’s passage
could impede US efforts to
revive peace talks that
collapsed in 2014.

“There is American
pressure that claims this is
about annexation and that
this could interfere with
the peace process,” Bitan
told Army Radio. “The
prime minister doesn’t
think this is about annexa-
tion.  I don’t think so either. We have to take the time to
clarify matters to the Americans. Therefore, if the bill pass-
es in a week, or in a month, it’s less problematic,” he said.
Proponents of the legislation say it falls short of formal
land annexation to Israel but will enable some 150,000
settlers to vote in Jerusalem city elections. Intelligence
Minister Israel Katz, a supporter of the bill, has said this
would “ensure a Jewish majority in a united Jerusalem”.

Israel’s claim to all of Jerusalem as its capital, including
the eastern sector it captured along with the West Bank
and Gaza Strip in a 1967 Middle East war, has not won
international recognition. Palestinians want East Jerusalem

as the capital of a state they seek to establish in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. Israeli media reports said the US
ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, had conveyed mis-
givings about the legislation, under which the large Maale
Adumim and Beitar Illit settlements would become part of
a Greater Jerusalem municipality.

Israel’s Haaretz newspaper quoted Netanyahu as telling
cabinet ministers yesterday: “The Americans turned to us
and inquired what the bill was all about. As we have been
coordinating with them until now, it is worth continuing to
talk and coordinate with them.” A US embassy spokes-
woman declined immediate comment. Some 500,000
Israelis live in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, areas
home to more than 2.6 million Palestinians.  Israel disputes

that its settlements are
illegal, citing historical,
Biblical and political links
to the territory, as well as
security considerations.

Separately, Israeli
prosecutors filed charges
yesterday against two
Palestinians suspected of
murdering their Jewish
employer this month in
what authorities have
labeled a “terror attack”,
the justice ministry said.
According to the indict-

ment, Yousef Kamil, 20, and Mohammed Abu Elrob, 19,
both of Qabatiya in the occupied West Bank, murdered
Reuven Schmerling in a premeditated attack at their work-
place in the Arab Israeli city of Kafr Qasem on October 4.

Schmerling, 70 and who lived in the nearby Israeli settle-
ment of Elkana in the West Bank, was stabbed and beaten to
death by the two in his coal warehouse, prosecutors say.
According to the charges, the two had decided to “carry out
an attack for nationalistic reasons and cause the death of
Jews”. They were seeking revenge over the death of a friend
in 2015, who was shot dead while attempting an attack, pros-
ecutors said. They were also motivated by “the events on the

Temple Mount”, the Jewish name for the Al-Aqsa mosque
compound, the Shin Bet domestic security agency said.

The flashpoint holy site in annexed east Jerusalem was
the scene of heightened tensions in July after three Arab
Israelis shot dead two policemen nearby. The attack
prompted Israel to install new security measures at the
entrance to the holy site, leading to deadly unrest. The
security measures were later removed. Palestinians viewed

the new security measures as Israel asserting further con-
trol over the site. The suspects decided that Schmerling
would be their victim because of “anger towards him
stemming from their work relations”, the indictment read.

After stabbing Schmerling and beating him to death
with a fan and a pickaxe in his warehouse, Kamil and Abu
Elrob showered and took a taxi back to Qabatiya, the
charge sheet read. —Agencies 

Two Palestinians 
charged with the
murder of Israeli 

JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (center) arrives to chair the
weekly cabinet meeting at his Jerusalem office yesterday. —AFP 

Barzani’s dream 
of independence 
led to downfall
IERBIL: Masoud Barzani, who spent
decades leading the long-oppressed
Kurds, confirmed yesterday he was
stepping down as president of the
Kurdistan Regional Government after
his drive for independence backfired.
After decades of struggle, critics say
Barzani made one of his biggest mis-
takes by pushing hard for a Sept. 25
referendum. 

Kurds voted overwhelmingly for
independence, but won little sympa-
thy outside their region. As well as the
Iraqi government, Turkey and Iran
threatened to take tough action
against any move towards secession,
fearing it would encourage their own
restive Kurdish populations to follow
suit. The United States and other
Western powers joined the chorus of
opposition to the vote. The Baghdad
government rejected it as illegal and
sent troops to seize the oil city of
Kirkuk, which the Kurds regard as the
heart of any future homeland.

In just a few hours, the city the
Kurds regard as sacred was gone,
along with other Kurdish-held territo-
ry across the north.  Some accused
Barzani of having led his people to
disaster. For many years, he had used
cunning and patience to help the
Kurds survive long years of brutality
under Saddam Hussein. 

After the US-led invasion that top-
pled Saddam in 2003, Barzani became
a central figure in the drive to create an
autonomous Kurdish state in northern
Iraq. Kurdish leaders kept their territo-
ry relatively free of the sectarian
bloodshed that plagued most of Iraq.
Western oil executives flocked to the
region seeking deals. Kurds showed
their military capability by joining Iraqi
government troops and Iranian-backed

paramilitary forces to drive Islamic
State militants out of Mosul. Confident
that the time was right for an inde-
pendent homeland, Barzani pursued
the referendum. 

It resulted in overwhelming support
for secession. But the joy was short-
lived as Iraqi government forces and
Shi’ite paramilitaries shattered the
Kurds’ dreams with a series of lightning
military advances.  Barzani was born in
1946, soon after his legendary father
founded a party to fight for the rights of
Iraqi Kurds.  Deeply influenced by his
father, Mulla Mustafa Barzani, known as
the Lion of Kurdistan, Masoud Barzani
joined the Kurdish guerrilla forces
known as the Peshmerga at the age of
16 and gained fighting experience in the
mountains.

‘Betrayal’
The younger Barzani would become

familiar with one of the popular themes
in Kurdish history - betrayal by region-
al and Western powers. Exiled and
dying of cancer in a Washington hospi-
tal in 1976, Mulla Mustafa lamented
that he had ever trusted the United
States. A year earlier, Mulla Mustafa

had been fighting a guerrilla war
against Baghdad backed by Iran’s pro-
Western shah, but he was left high and
dry when then-US Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger brokered a deal that
allowed Saddam to crush the Kurds.

During the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war,
Masoud Barzani allied the Kurdistan
Democratic Party that he had inherited
from his father with Tehran once more.
It did not go well. Some 8,000 Barzani
tribesmen were rounded up and parad-
ed through Baghdad before being exe-
cuted. In Saddam’s words: “They went
to hell.” Despite the massacres, and
Iraqi chemical attacks, Barzani retained
enough of a fighting force to respond
to President George Bush’s appeal for
an uprising during the 1991 Gulf War.

Taking Bush at his word, the Kurds
rose up against Saddam, and Barzani
and his Peshmerga - known as “those
who face death” - came down from the
mountains to join the uprising and cap-
ture several cities in the north. But the
victorious allies balked at the prospect
of a Kurdish split from Baghdad and
did nothing to stop Saddam’s troops
and helicopter gunships from crush-
ing the rebellion. —Reuters

With caliphate in 
ruins, IS militants 
melt into the desert
BEIRUT: Islamic State militants, routed from one urban
stronghold after another in Syria, have recently been mov-
ing deeper into Syria’s remote desert, where experts say
they are regrouping and preparing their next incarnation.
The Sunni militants’ self-proclaimed “caliphate” with its
contiguous stretch of land - linking major cities such as
Syria’s Raqqa and Iraq’s Mosul - may have been van-
quished, but many agree this territorial defeat will not
mark the end of IS.

Beyond the urban and inhabited areas lies the vast
Syrian Desert, also known as Badiyat Al-Sham, famous for
its caves and rugged mountains. It encompasses about
500,000 square kilometers across parts of southeastern
Syria, northeastern Jordan, northern Saudi Arabia, and
western Iraq. The desolate landscape is a perfect hideout
and a second home for many IS militants from the days
before the birth of their caliphate. Experts estimate that
hundreds of thousands of troops would be needed to
mount search operations - and even more to put the

desert under permanent control. Once they melt into the
desert, without an army of tens of thousands of support-
ers from dozens of countries, IS jihadis will resort to
guerrilla-style attacks: scattered hit-and-run attacks and
suicide bombings. “They love fighting battles in the desert
and they will go back to the old ways,” said Omar Abu
Laila, a Europe-based opposition activist originally from
Syria’s eastern province of Deir El-Zour, which lies in the
heart of Badiyat Al-Sham.

IS leaders appear to have made contingency plans that
involve precisely this -  regrouping in the desert and
launching attacks, much like IS’ predecessor, Al-Qaeda in
Iraq, did for more than a decade after the US-led 2003
invasion. Some of those plans are already on display. In the
eastern Syrian town of Mayadeen, a former IS stronghold,
the militants pulled back and disappeared into the desert
after only a few days of battle with Syrian government
forces earlier this month.

Brett McGurk, the top US envoy for the anti-IS coali-
tion, said the Sunni militant group is now down to the
last 10 percent of the territory it once held in Iraq and
Syria. The group still maintains some appeal for Sunnis,
who complain of discrimination by Iraq’s Shiite-led gov-
ernment and by Syrian President Bashar Assad’s minori-
ty Alawite sect, an offshoot of Shiite Islam. IS will also
look to buy time and benefit from political and other
conflicts - such as this month’s clashes between Iraqi
and Kurdish forces following the Kurdish independence
referendum. —AP

73 fighter killed; 
Syrian army and
IS militants clash 
BEIRUT: Heavy clashes between Syria’s army and the
Islamic State group in Deir Ezzor city have killed at
least 73 fighters in the last 24 hours, a monitor said yes-
terday. Syria’s army controls most of Deir Ezzor city,
capital of Deir Ezzor province in the country’s east, and
made further advances after responding to an IS attack
that began Saturday, the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights monitor said. The moni-
tor said the fierce fighting Saturday killed at least 50 IS
fighters, as well as 23 Syrian soldiers and pro-regime
militiamen.

Observatory director Rami Abdel Rahman said
government forces had captured two new neighbor-
hoods and the municipal stadium. “IS is now encir-

cled in an area between the city and the (Euphrates)
river,” Abdel Rahman said. IS once held large sec-
tions of Deir Ezzor city, and for nearly three years
laid siege to other parts of it that remained under
government control. In early September, advancing
government forces broke the siege, and they have
been working since to expel the jihadists from the
rest of the city.

Abdel  Rahman said the f ight ing that  began
Saturday was the fiercest in the city since govern-
ment troops broke the siege, adding that clashes
were continuing, with regime ally Russia carrying
out heavy air strikes in support of the army and
allied fighters. Deir Ezzor, an oil-rich province that
borders Iraq, was once a stronghold of IS, but the
jihadist group faces twin assaults there, from the
regime and the US-backed Kurdish-Arab Syrian
Democratic Forces. 

The jihadists have already been expelled from neigh-
bouring Raqa province, and are now confined to just a
few pockets of territory in Deir Ezzor. More than
330,000 people have been killed in Syria since the con-
flict began in March 2011 with anti-government
protests.— AFP 

IRBIL: A man sits outside a store selling photos of Kurdish
President Masoud Barzani and members of his family. — AP
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JOHANNESBURG: Weeks of grueling testimonies at an
inquiry in South Africa have tried to answer an unfath-
omable question-how authorities allowed 141 mentally-ill
patients to die after being moved out of a hospital. The
evidence presented has been a litany of neglect, incompe-
tence and cruelty that lawyer Dirk Groenewald described
as “the greatest human rights violation since the dawn of
democracy” in South Africa. Every day, families of the vic-
tims have told shocking stories of how their loved ones
were taken from the hospital, badly mistreated at unli-
censed health facilities and then died. 

Starting last February,
more than 1,700 patients
were rapidly relocated from
the Life Esidimeni hospital in
Johannesburg to 27 privately
run clinics that were unable to
care for them. The Gauteng
provincial health department
cancelled its contract with
Esidimeni as a cost-cutting
measure. “One day my sister
went to go see our mother,
but was told she was moved.
Nobody contacted us,”
Boitumelo Mangena, 24, told the inquiry in just one of
many harrowing personal accounts. “My brother found her
(at a clinic). She lost a lot of weight. She hadn’t been
bathed for a while, I could tell it from the smell. “All the
patients were getting the same medication but my mom’s
meds were very specific to her condition.”

‘Starved to death’
Mangena’s mother, who suffered dementia, died three

weeks after being moved from Esidimeni to one clinic and
then another in Soweto.  “The cause of death was cardiac
arrest and epileptic fit. My mother was never epileptic. We
discovered she had been starved and dehydrated to

death,” she said. “These people were sent to their death
and they died in the most horrible way possible, they were
tortured to death. “I was thinking we could get some
answers so we can heal, but that didn’t happen. Nobody
wants to be held liable.”

An earlier official investigation, which sparked uproar in
South Africa, detailed how confused patients were hur-
riedly removed from the hospital and taken to care centers
that were often overcrowded and unheated.  Staff were
untrained, the facilities were ill-equipped, and patients
were left far from their families, who didn’t know where

they were. Joseph Maboe, a
pastor, told the inquiry that
he went to Esidimeni to visit
his son Billy, who was epilep-
tic, but found he had already
been transferred.  Instead
Maboe watched other
patients being moved in “big
trucks”.

“They were just like goats
and sheep taken to an auc-
tion,” he said. Maboe said
that “Billy was very happy to
be there (Esidimeni)” but lat-

er he found his son at a clinic outside Pretoria looking
“frail, filthy, hungry and disorientated”. “He asked for water
and they said they couldn’t give it to him because he wets
himself,” he said. Billy, 53, died less than a week later.
“When we are shattered like this, what can we say to the
government? They don’t care,” Maboe said.

‘Irrational .. not necessary’
In another distressing testimony, Sandra de Villiers said

that “not even an animal would be treated” like her brother
Jaco Stols was at the clinic he was taken to. She said she
believed he was sleeping on the floor in thin clothes.  “He
was very dehydrated. He was badly underfed,” she said. “I

would take him a pair of slippers, and the next time I went
to visit, they would be gone.” Adila Hassim, a lawyer repre-
senting the families, summed up the tragedy as “a sorry tale
of extreme neglect, insufficient or rotten food, exposure to

cold, lack of medication, overcrowding, abuse, death and
late notifications of death”. She said some families had even
told of searching through bodies stacked on one another at
the mortuary to find their lost loved ones.  —AFP

Horror in South Africa: 141 
mentally-ill patients perish

WASHINGTON: It’s 3 am when a security guard notices
a man taking photographs of the Key Bridge a few miles
from the White House. There’s been no crime, but the
guard is suspicious and passes the man’s license plate
number to the FBI. In a case like this, the FBI might
query databases containing foreign intelligence collect-
ed overseas. An agent might learn nothing or might find
out the plate belongs to an American communicating
online with a suspected Islamic State militant.

It’s these scraps of data, sometimes meaningless on
their own, that can help foil plots and save lives, the
government contends. But as Congress considers how
to reauthorize the law governing the government’s use
of such information, lawmakers from both parties and
many people in the United States want stricter controls
to better protect privacy. FBI Director Christopher
Wray crafted the bridge story to show why his agents
shouldn’t have to get a warrant before querying foreign
intelligence information legally gathered overseas. 

The FBI’s use of foreign intelligence is at the heart
of the debate over the future of the 2008 Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Amendments Act, including
the controversial Section 702. The law is set to expire
Dec 31. “Let’s say you find out that this person photo-
graphing the Key Bridge has been communicating with
a known Islamic State recruiter, which is the kind of
information that’s in the 702 database,” Wray said at a
recent forum on the subject. The FBI agent, Wray said,
is “not going to be able to get a warrant just based on
that to search the database.” 

“The idea of blinding the agent - putting some restric-
tion on his ability to see information that we already con-
stitutionally have sitting in our own data bases - the irony
of that is tragic to me,” Wray said. But the government
already has many tools it can use to collect information
about someone without a warrant, said Democratic Sen
Ron Wyden of Oregon, a staunch advocate of privacy
rights.  He said it can obtain phone records - who some-
one called and when - without a warrant. 

“That will show if this bridge suspect is talking to
terrorists,” Wyden said. “Going straight to reading the
content of private communications without a warrant is
an end-run around the Fourth Amendment,” which pro-
tects Americans from unreasonable searches and
seizures. “Think about it,” he said. “Would you want the
government reading your emails or listening to your
phone calls, just because someone called the FBI and
said you looked suspicious?” There is bipartisan
agreement that the law is invaluable in helping the US
track foreign spies, terrorists, weapons trafficking and
cyber criminals. 

But some members of Congress and privacy advo-
cates want greater protections for the communications
of Americans that also are picked up. They think the
FBI should be required to obtain a warrant if it wants
to search foreign intelligence in investigating tips such
as the fictitious American at the bridge. Measures cir-
culating in Congress seek to address several open
questions: Should the law be extended permanently or
only for a certain number of years?  Should the FBI
have to get a warrant to query the foreign intelligence
database, or only if wants to peruse the information?

Can law enforcement officials read foreign intelligence
to search for evidence against Americans in routine crim-
inal investigations without a court order based on proba-
ble cause?  Should the government have to give the pub-
lic more details about how extensively it uses the foreign
intelligence database, or how many US citizens’ commu-
nications are incidentally collected? Wray said tips are
flooding into the FBI by the thousands. It’s at this initial
stage - where leads are sifted and prioritized - when for-
eign intelligence helps connect dots and spot possible
national security threats, he said. —AP

Evidence shows a litany of neglect, incompetence, cruelty

FBI’s use of foreign 
intelligence driving 
US privacy debate

Greatest
human rights

violation 

Catalonia’s police 
caught in
crosshairs of 
separatist push
BARCELONA: Catalonia’s homegrown police force faces a
dilemma-obey caretaker bosses imposed by Madrid, or
stay loyal to the now-deposed regional government? As
Spain imposes direct rule on the semi-autonomous region
after an independence declaration by Catalan lawmakers,
with its interior ministry taking control of the Mossos
d’Esquadra, the force’s roughly 16,000 members are in
turmoil. “There’s a lot of tension. There is a lot of fear and
anxiety in the entire force, regardless of whether people
back independence or oppose it-as in my case,” Vicente, a
Mossos officer who declined to give his real name said.

Split down the middle
“The force is split pretty much down the middle,”

added Manel, a colleague with over a decade of experi-
ence who would also not be fully identified. “Some are
delighted that Madrid takes control, but others are wor-
ried.” “The atmosphere is difficult, there are arguments,
shouting, very tense situations between colleagues,” said
Vicente. Besides the Mossos, the only armed force that fell
directly under the region’s control before it was taken over,
some 6,000 members of the national police are based per-
manently in Catalonia. Since the beginning of the standoff
between Madrid and Catalonia over an unauthorized inde-
pendence referendum on October 1, that number has been
boosted by about 10,000 - also including members of the
Guardia Civil police force.

18th century
With the crisis showing no signs of abating, the central

government published an official notice Saturday to tem-
porarily replace Catalonia’s political leaders and dissolve

its secessionist-majority parliament. In his attempt to
quash the breakaway bid, Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy
on Saturday fired Mossos chief Josep Lluis Trapero.
Trapero, who became chief in April, is seen as an ally of
Catalonia’s separatist leaders. Spain’s National Court is
investigating him for sedition after unrest in  Barcelona in
September sparked by national security forces raiding
regional government offices.

That action was met with furious public protests in
which the Catalan police was accused by Madrid of failing
to intervene. Nothing underscores how much Madrid
needs the Mossos on its side more than the chaos that
erupted during the outlawed October 1 ballot. The regional
force was tasked with stopping the ballot, which had been
deemed illegal by Spain’s Constitutional Court. But senior
Mossos officers issued orders not to use force, and agents
steered clear of clashes with activists gathered in large

numbers to protect voting stations. Members of the
national police intervened instead, seizing ballot boxes in a
clampdown marred by violence against civilians. The
Mossos, whose origins date back to 18th century citizen
militias, was reinvented as a modern police force in 1983
after Catalonia recovered the autonomy it had lost under
the 1939-75 rule of Francisco Franco. On Saturday, for the
first time since his dictatorship, the force was placed under
central control, albeit temporarily.

Many are nervous about what will happen if separatists
carry out threats to resist direct rule from Madrid, pitting
Catalan civilians against their own police. Independence
activists have vowed peaceful resistance which could take
the form of protests, strikes or other forms of civil disobe-
dience. In an internal circular, the Mossos police command
has called on its agents to stay neutral which the interior
ministry said was “a good sign”. —AFP

Iceland leans 
toward leftist 
government 
REYKJAVIK: Icelanders, angry over a
string of political scandals, ousted their
centre-right government in an election that
could pave the way for a charismatic
young opposition leader to form a left-
leaning coalition, final vote counts showed
yesterday. With the defeat of incumbent
Prime Minister Bjarni Benediktsson’s coali-
tion government, his main opponent, the
Left-Green Movement’s Katrin
Jakobsdottir, is likely to get a chance to
form a narrow majority in parliament.

Still, the composition of any coalition
government remained uncertain, as the
president had not yet mandated a party to
form one. The Nordic island of 340,000
people, one of the countries hit hardest by
the 2008 financial crisis, has staged a
remarkable economic rebound spurred by
a tourism boom. Benediktsson called the
snap election in September, after less than
a year in government, as a scandal involv-
ing his father prompted the Bright Future
party to drop out of his ruling coalition,
citing a breach of trust.

The previous government was defeated
last year following revelations in the
Panama Papers about then-Prime Minister
Sigmundur David Gunnlaugsson’s use of
offshore tax havens. In addition to the

political scandals, a growing sense of
inequality and unease about immigration in
one of the world’s most ethnically homoge-
neous nations have rattled a democracy
known for its political and social stability.
After the final vote count, Jakobsdottir, 41,
of the Left-Greens stood to gain a narrow
majority in parliament with three other
opposition parties.

The result showed a Left-Green-led
coalition was possible if they joined forces
with the Social Democrats, the Progressive
Party and the Pirate Party. Together, they
would hold 32 of parliament’s 63 seats.
“The opposition has a majority, so that’s a
message. But we’ve also talked about that
maybe things should be done differently
and create a broader government,”
Jakobsdottir said in a TV debate yesterday.
The Left-Greens want to reduce inequality
and fund an increase in public health care,
education and infrastructure spending by
raising taxes for the wealthy and introduc-
ing a property tax. 

The parliament will be split among eight
parties. There are two new parties, and one
of the parties in the current tri-party gov-
ernment failed to get enough votes to
remain in parliament. The Independence
Party, the main partner in the current gov-
ernment coalition, lost 4 percentage points
from last year’s election to take 25 percent
of the vote. It remains the biggest party,
but the election was the worst since 2009
for a party that has dominated Iceland’s
politics for decades, getting support of as
much as 40 percent of voters.

Asked during the TV debate if the
Independence Party would get the chance
to form a new government, Benediktsson

said: “I think so. We are the biggest party,
and I think it’s normal that we should be a
part of a future government. “We are
attacked as a party that bears responsibili-
ty for certain things,” he said. “We are in a
new environment, and considering that I
am happy with the result.” His party wants
to reduce the national debt and cut taxes
on individuals and businesses. 

The Left-Greens came in second with
17 percent, up 1 percentage point from
last year’s election, and its probable ally
the Social Democrats in third with 12 per-
cent, almost doubling its share. “I think

that the opposition with one extra party
can create a really strong government,”
said Social  Democrat leader Logi
Einarsson, hinting at the possibility of a
five-party government. The new Centre
Party, which was formed in September by
former Prime Minister Gunnlaugsson,
won 11 percent of the votes. The Pirate
Party, which last year rode a wave of
anger against the establishment to
become the third biggest party in parlia-
ment, stood to get 9 percent of votes in
Saturday’s election down from 14 percent
last year.— Reuters

REYKJAVIK: Bjarni Benidiksson of the conservative Independence Party greets
supporters at the Grand Hotel in Reykjavik, Iceland. — AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: Relatives and family members of some of the 94 mentally ill patients who died last year, hold a can-
dle light vigil organized by South African main opposition party Democratica Alliance (DA) outside the Gauteng
Province premier in Johannesburg. — AFP 

BARCELONA: A helicopter hovers over protesters waving Spanish and Catalan Senyera flags from the top of a
building during a pro-unity demonstration yesterday. — AFP 
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MOGADISHU: The death toll from a deadly attack on a hotel
in Mogadishu rose to 27 yesterday, prompting the Somali
government to sack its police and intelligence chiefs. The
move came after Al-Qaeda aligned Shabaab gunmen staged
coordinated bomb attacks Saturday outside the Nasa Hablod
Hotel 2 before storming the building.  Two weeks ago,
Mogadishu was hit by a massive truck bombing that killed
358 people in the troubled country’s worst-ever attack. 

Saturday’s carnage was unleashed when a car bomb explod-
ed outside the hotel entrance followed by a minibus loaded with
explosives going off at a nearby
intersection. The gunmen then
rushed into the popular hotel,
launching a siege that lasted
several hours.  Officials had ini-
tially given a toll of 14 dead, say-
ing “most” of the casualties were
civilians although a senior police
official and a former MP were
among them. 

“Five gunmen stormed the
building, two of them were
killed and the rest captured
alive,” security ministry
spokesman Abdiasiz Ali Ibrahim told reporters.  Sporadic
gunfire could be heard inside the building where the gunmen
had holed up, but several people managed to escape, officials
said.  “Most people fled the hotel through a back door but
some are still trapped inside,” Mohamed Dek said after man-
aging to escape the hotel after the initial explosion. “I was
very lucky.” The Shabaab claimed the attack in a statement on
its Andalus radio station, saying it was a hotel where “apos-
tate officials” were staying.

‘Serious accountability’
The latest toll was given by Security Minister

Mohamed Abukar Islow at a cabinet meeting at which

ministers approved the dismissal of intelligence agency
boss Abdillahi Mohamed Sanbalooshe and police chief
Abdihakim Dahir Said. The two were “fired for the pur-
pose of serious accountability,” said a statement, which
also said police were interrogating the three captured
gunmen. The removal of the officials comes soon after
the abrupt resignation of Somalia’s defense minister
and army chief on October 12, both of whom quit with-
out explanation just two days before the massive truck
bombing.  Although a new army chief was named the

same day, General Abdi
Jama Warsame, the defense
portfolio remains vacant. 

Somalia’s President
Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed swiftly con-
demned Saturday’s attack,
saying it would not halt the
country’s determination to
fight back.  “The violent ter-
rorists carried out this
attack to scare our people
who are united to support
security after the disaster on

October 14. Such atrocities will neither deter nor dis-
courage our will to fight the terrorists,” he said in a
statement. In yesterday’s statement, the information min-
ister said five people had so far been arrested in con-
nection with the October 14 attack. To date, no group
has claimed responsibility for the truck bombing, though
Shabaab militants have been widely blamed.

The Nasa Hablod 2 is a popular hotel located in the
north of the city whose sister hotel, the Nasa Hablod,
was hit by Shabaab militants in June 2016, in an attack
that killed 11 people, including a junior minister. The
Shabaab has made attacks on hotels-commonly begin-
ning with a suicide car bombing followed by an invasion

by gunmen-a regular strategy in its decade-long battle
to overthrow successive internationally-backed govern-
ments in Mogadishu. The Shabaab lost its foothold in

Mogadishu in 2011 but has continued its fight, launching
regular attacks on military, government and civilian tar-
gets in the capital and elsewhere.— AFP 

Somali government sacks security 
chiefs as attack death toll hits 27

Shabaab gunmen stage coordinated bomb attacks 
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News in brief

Pakistan frees 68 Indians 
KARACHI: Pakistan yesterday released 68 Indian fishermen
held for trespassing into its territorial waters, officials said.
Indian and Pakistani fishermen are frequently detained for
illegal fishing since the Arabian Sea border is not clearly
defined and many boats lack the technology to fix their pre-
cise location. “The fishermen were released from Karachi’s
Malir jail,” Afaq Rizvi, a senior official from the prison said.
He said 380 Indian fishermen remained behind bars in the
country. Fishermen often languish in jail even after serving
their terms, as poor diplomatic ties between the two neigh-
bors mean fulfilling bureaucratic requirements can take a
long time. In July Pakistan released 78 Indian fishermen held
for trespassing into its territorial waters. Ties between India
and Pakistan have remained strained since an attack on an
Indian army base in the disputed region of Kashmir last
year, which New Delhi blamed on Pakistan-based Islamist
group Jaish-e-Mohammed. 

Winds batter Europe 
PRAGUE: Strong winds battered central Europe yesterday,
killing two people in Poland and two in the Czech Republic,
where the gales reached. All four people were killed by
falling trees. The storm also knocked out power to thou-
sands of Czechs and Poles. Winds reached more than 100
km an hour in several parts of the Czech Republic and
topped out at 180 km on Snezka, at 1,602 meters the coun-
try’s highest mountain, Czech Television reported. In
Germany, railway operator Deutsche Bahn closed many
routes in northern and central Germany, cutting rail access
to cities such as Bremen, Hamburg, Berlin, Dresden and
Leipzig. A soccer match between Dynamo Dresden and
Eintracht Braunschweig scheduled in Dresden was delayed by
two and a half hours because of winds. The winds felled trees
in the Czech Republic, with one man dying after being hit on a
sidewalk in a town in the north of the country and one woman
killed by a tree in a wooded area, media reported. 

Ethiopian ‘Red Terror’ 
THE HAGUE: A Dutch-Ethiopian national goes on trial in
The Hague today accused of war crimes, including ordering
the deaths of 75 prisoners, during bloody purges in Ethiopia
known as the “Red Terror”. In the rare case before a Dutch
court, the 63-year-old is alleged by prosecutors to have
been a henchman for Marxist dictator Mengistu Haile
Mariam in northwestern Gojjam province in the 1970s. The
hearings in The Hague involve “a grim series of events
involving the incarceration, torture and murder of opponents
of the 1970s revolutionary regime in Ethiopia,” the prosecu-
tion service said in a statement. Identified in Dutch media as
Eshetu Alemu, the defendant is a long-time resident of The
Netherlands and has acquired Dutch citizenship. A total of
321 victims have been named in four war crimes charges
which include the “arbitrary detention and cruel and inhu-
man treatment of civilians and fighters who had laid down
their arms,” prosecutors added in a statement. 

Private medical college 
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka announced yesterday the clo-
sure of a private medical college at the centre of a
long-running controversy over teaching standards.
Government doctors and students at state-run medical
colleges had for months been striking over allegedly
subpar standards at the South Asia Institute of
Technology and Medicine (SAITM). Places for aspiring
doctors in state-run colleges are scarce and fiercely
competitive, and Sri Lanka’s medical fraternity feared
the island’s only private college was undermining the
profession. “The government hopes that this decision
will end the SAITM controversy,” the government’s
Information Department said in a statement. “It is
hoped that all stake holders will abide by this decision.”
Uniform standards for state-run medical colleges will
be rolled out within the month by the Health Ministry,
the statement said. Hundreds of students already
enrolled in the private college will be transferred to a
new facility and eligible to graduate as doctors. 

2 gunmen
killed, 3 

captured alive

Live bullets and 
bloodshed turn 
the spotlight on 
Kenyan police
NAIROBI: Live bullets, raids on houses and clouds of tear
gas: for human rights defenders, the crackdown on Kenya’s
opposition protest movement is yet another example of
police impunity.  Frequently accused of extrajudicial exe-
cutions, Kenya’s security forces have defended their
actions, saying their men had at times been cornered by
demonstrators, denying charges put forward by rights
groups.  

But the number of deaths and injuries which have
occurred during Kenya’s political crisis speaks for itself,
says Otsieno Namwaya, co-author of a report on police
brutality which was jointly published by Human Rights
Watch (HRW) and Amnesty International two weeks ago.
At least 49 people have died since the first presidential
election on August 8, which was later overturned, in
Kenya’s worst political turmoil in a decade. The vast
majority have been shot dead by police, rights groups say.

‘Excessive force’
“In certain cases, policemen have shot live bullets at

fleeing protesters,” said Namwaya, pointing to an
“excessive use of force” in opposition strongholds in
the west of the country and in the slums of Nairobi, the
capital.  It is a well-trodden path: demonstrators take
to the streets, building barricades and throwing stones,
and at times looting shops, while riot police respond by
firing tear gas and warning shots and sometimes firing
directly at them. For the most part, those who died
were demonstrators, but there were also others like a
nine-year-old girl who was killed by a stray bullet as
she stood on a balcony in a Nairobi slum. In some cas-
es during demonstrations, a group of uniformed men
can be seen beating a single protester even as he lays
on the ground.

Thursday’s presidential re-run was ordered by
Kenya’s Supreme Court after it overturned the August
victory of President Uhuru Kenyatta over “irregulari-
ties”. But two weeks beforehand, opposition leader
Raila Odinga pulled out, call ing a boycott on the
grounds the vote would not be free and fair. In four
counties in the west, the re-run never got off the
ground, with Odinga supporters preventing hundreds
of polling stations from opening, forcing election offi-
cials to postpone the vote-first to Saturday, then once
again to an as-yet-unknown date

‘Full accountability’   
On Friday, international observers, among them those

from the EU and the African Union, called for calm, urging
Kenyans “to refrain from unlawful acts and respect the
rights of fellow citizens”. But they also said it was “impera-
tive” that security forces avoid the excessive use of force,
and demanding “full accountability of the security agen-
cies for all actions taken that result in injury and loss of
life”. The crisis is Kenya’s worst since 2007 when another
divisive vote sparked months of politically-driven ethnic
violence that left 1,100 people dead. 

“Impunity in police forces is a problem,” admitted
Namwaya. “Policemen know they can shoot and get
away with it.” In recent months, the police appear to be
going further than simply confronting protesters in the
streets, taking a heavy-handed approach in the slums
as well as beating demonstrators with batons, some-
times with deadly force, rights groups say. Speaking to
AFP on Thursday at a hospital in the western city of
Kisumu, five people said they had been beaten by
police in their homes. 

Duncan Baraza, who had a broken arm, said police
forced their way into his home in the Nyalenda slum.
“They beat me up without even saying why,” he said.
Similar accounts emerged in August when police forced

their way into a house in a Kisumu slum and attacked a
couple with batons, critically injuring their six-month-
old baby girl who later died. The father said police had
fired tear gas into the house before battering down the
door and attacking them as the mother was holding the
baby in her arms. 

Local police sidelined?
On Thursday, Kisumu governor Anyang Nyongo, who is

close to Odinga, lashed out at the violence, saying the
police were acting like a “militia”. “I don’t understand why
police should use live bullets to disperse people. They
should use water cannon or tear gas. Not live bullets,” he
said. For HRW’s Namwaya, the fact that in some areas the
local police had been sidelined in favor of officers from the
GSU, a paramilitary unit within the national police, had
some bearing on the violence.

“The GSU acts as if it had orders, and that those orders
were to use violence,” he said.  “When the local police are
in charge of operations, the number of cases of violence is
less important.” In the coastal city of Mombasa, an AFP
photographer saw a local police chief accompanied by a
priest trying to speak with angry demonstrators in a move
which helped to calm the situation, and in that case, the
GSU was not called to intervene. —AFP 

MOGADISHU: Somali security forces and civilians walk at the scene of a blast yesterday, a day after two car
bombs exploded in Mogadishu._—AFP 

New Yorkers still 
live with scars of 
Hurricane Sandy
NEW YORK: A few more days and the last of Hurricane
Sandy’s damage will finally be cleared from Mohamad
Rahman’s southern Brooklyn home-five years after the
storm ravaged New York. Two young women install a door
frame on the two-story house’s ground floor under the
watch of Ben Fransua, who manages construction for an
organization renovating homes damaged by the hurricane.
When he visited the house, situated less than a mile from
the beach, for the first time last spring, Fransua discovered
the walls full of mold and holes souvenirs from Sandy,
which caused nine feet (three meters) of floodwater on
October 29, 2012.

His non-profit-a branch of SBP, the disaster recovery
organization founded to help rebuild Louisiana in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina-took over the construction
site, supported by AmeriCorps, a national body that
engages hundreds of thousands of Americans in communi-
ty service each year.  But while this renovation is finished,
three more are on deck, Fransua explains. There are 50

names on the waiting list and every week, two or three
more people contact the organization, said the SBP’s Alana
Tornello.  When Sandy struck, the Princeton graduate was
in Japan working in the aftermath of the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear accident. A Staten Island native, she decided to
return to New York to help.

Since 2012 the SBP has renovated 299 houses-
including 30 under the “Build it Back” municipal pro-
gram, which has helped a total of 8,200 homeowners
who did not have flood insurance. But bureaucracy, ris-
ing construction costs and unscrupulous storm-chasing
contractors are several reasons Tornello cites to explain
why dozens of buildings remain damaged five years on
from Sandy, which killed more than 40 people in New
York and cost the state $42 million. “To be fair,” she
said, “this was the first time that the city was dealing
with an event of this size.” But, she added, “from the
homeowners perspective, it’s been an incredibly difficult
and devastating five years.”

Shortening deadlines is the goal of the SBP, which helps
owners every step of the way, from initial building surveys
to the completion of projects. The organization has tapped
the expertise of companies like Toyota, known for optimiz-
ing production speed.SBP also combines public and pri-
vate funding sources, utilizing donations from individuals,
societies and religious organizations-but Tornello is wor-
ried funding could dry up, with help and donations shifting
to recently affected areas. —AFP

NAIROBI: Officers of the Kenyan General Service Unit (GSU), a paramilitary unit of the National Police
Service of Kenya, patrol in the streets of the Kawangware slum in Nairobi yesterday. —AFP 

MANILA: A tough-talking ex-human rights lawyer has
been named Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s new
spokesman, replacing a former pastor who had been one
of the most vocal defenders of his deadly drug war.
Duterte, whose narcotics crackdown has killed thousands
of people and drawn international criticism, said he would
appoint congressman and former university law professor
Harry Roque as his spokesman. 

Roque takes the place of Ernesto Abella, who has often
downplayed Duterte’s profanity-laced speeches and con-
troversial remarks as “rhetoric” or “hyperbole” and has
tempered the president’s pronouncements. Duterte did not
give a reason for replacing Abella, but said Roque was the
right person for the job. “To get your message clear, I said
Harry would fit the (post) because we both have naughty
mouths,” the president said during Roque’s birthday cele-
bration on Friday night. 

The announcement came weeks after the president suf-
fered his first major drop in popularity, according to an
independent pollster, following the deaths of two Manila
teenagers in his anti-crime crackdown. However subsequent
surveys by other polling agencies found that Duterte and
his drug war remained largely popular. —AFP

Duterte names ex-rights 
lawyer as spokesman



Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s conservative gov-
ernment is aiming to crush Catalonia’s secessionist aspira-
tions by firing the wealthy region’s government, dissolving
its parliament and calling early elections there. It may have
opened a Pandora’s box, however, and the plan could easi-
ly blow up in Rajoy’s face. Spain is still, as El Pais commen-
tator Ricardo de Querol wrote in Saturday’s edition, in “a
high-risk situation”.

Amid the uncertainty gripping Spain, one thing is sure:
Despite the government’s intervention, there is no end in
sight to the friction and tension between Madrid and
Barcelona after a defiant Catalan parliament flouted the
country’s constitution and voted for a unilateral declara-
tion of independence Friday. The weeks leading up the
Dec. 21 ballot promise to be fraught with incident.

Rajoy has the law on his side. But the pro-indepen-
dence Catalan leaders have the hearts and minds of many
people in their northeastern part of Spain. Protests by the
independence movement draw hundreds of thousands of
people into the streets of Barcelona. These displays of
secessionist fervor routinely attract huge numbers.
Demonstrations in favor of staying part of Spain have
also brought out large crowds in Barcelona.

Rajoy, a tall and stern career politician with a graying
beard and glasses, has the support of the country’s main
opposition Socialist party, the Ciudadanos pro-business
party which heads the opposition in the Catalan parlia-
ment, and of other European Union leaders in his battle
against Catalonia’s ambitions to create a new country with

its capital as Barcelona. Polls suggest the region of 7.5 mil-
lion people, which accounts for about one fifth of Spain’s
annual gross domestic product, is roughly evenly split on
secession. The Catalan pro-independence lobby, however,
tends to be louder and more vigorous in pressing its case.

Catalonia’s ousted regional President Carles
Puigdemont is something of a foil for Rajoy. The former

journalist and amateur rock guitarist has been a wily oper-
ator in his fight with the central government, keeping
Rajoy on edge with a cat-and-mouse game. That strategy
by Puigdemont and his allies is likely to continue. The
region’s pro-independence parties could boycott the
December election, in an attempt to deny it political legiti-

macy. The ballot could also backfire on Rajoy, delivering a
steadfastly pro-independence Catalan parliament.

Regional government workers could adopt a policy of
disobedience or non-cooperation with the central govern-
ment which will be running Catalonia. Demonstrators could
physically try to prevent police from removing Catalan offi-
cials from their offices. The populist sentiment driving the
Catalan backers of secession could quickly spin out of con-
trol. Querol, the El Pais commentator, wrote that
Puigdemont has fired up his supporters and noted that “you
can’t cage a monster which has been gorging and running
free.” Catalonia will torment Rajoy for some time yet. The
road out of the impasse is strewn with potential hazards. He
must weigh the advantages of facing down Catalonia
against the disadvantages of creating heroes who portray
themselves as freedom fighters, eager to cast off Madrid’s
yoke. All the time there will be, in the background, the fear
of violence in the streets. So far, though, the separatist
movement has taken pride in its peaceful reactions.

In the end, it is Catalans who may come out worse
from Spain’s severest constitutional crisis in decades.
Investors wrinkle their nose at political uncertainty and
social unrest. By the end of last week, about 1,700 busi-

nesses - including banks and large companies - had shift-
ed their official headquarters out of Catalonia to ensure
they will be able to continue operating under European
Union laws if the region secedes. Catalan voters may con-
sider the money in their pocket in the election four days
before Christmas. —AP

Monday, October 30, 2017

10
A n a l y s i s

Established 1961 

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24835619
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in The Arabian Gulf

A law coming into force on Wednesday will give
the Kremlin greater control over what Russians
can access online ahead of a presidential election
next March. Providers of virtual private networks
(VPNs) - which let Internet users access sites
banned in one country by making it appear that
they are browsing from abroad - will be required
to block websites listed by the Russian state com-
munications watchdog.

The law is the latest in a raft of restrictions
introduced by President Vladimir Putin’s govern-
ment and is expected to affect journalists and
opposition activists, even though several VPN
providers say they will not comply. Videos by the
punk band Pussy Riot and the blog of opposition
leader Alexei Navalny have in the past been
blocked under a law that allows authorities to
blacklist websites they consider extremist.

“Journalists and activists who are using this to
put out messages anonymously will be affected,”
Eva Galperin, director of cybersecurity at the US-
based Electronic Frontier Foundation, told AFP.
Even if they are able to work around the new
restrictions, the law will send a powerful message
to activists, she said. “If you’re thinking about tak-
ing the steps that you need to stay anonymous
from the government, you think maybe it’s not
worth it.” The law will likely be selectively applied
and will probably not affect foreign business peo-
ple using company VPNs, she said.

The measure is part of a wider crackdown on
online communications, which this month saw the
popular messaging app, Telegram, fined for failing
to register with the Roskomnadzor communica-
tions watchdog and provide the FSB with informa-
tion on user interactions. Starting from 2018, com-
panies on the Roskomnadzor register must also
store all the data of Russian users inside the coun-
try, according to anti-terror legislation which was
passed last year and decried by the opposition and
internet companies. On Thursday, the Russian par-
liament’s lower house approved a draft law that
would let the attorney general blacklist the web-
sites of “undesirable organizations” without a
court order.

‘Less safe, less free’ 
While falling short of a blanket ban on virtual

private networks, the new law undermines one of
their key purposes and “essentially asks VPN
services to help enforce Russia’s censorship
regime”, Harold Li, vice president at ExpressVPN
International, told AFP by email. “VPNs are central
to online privacy, anonymity, and freedom of
speech, so these restrictions represent an attack
on digital rights,” Li said. “We hope and expect
that most major VPN services will not bend to
these new restrictions.”

Providers ZenMate and Private Internet Access
- which said it removed all of its servers from
Russia in 2016 after several of them were seized by
authorities without notification - have already
announced that they would not enforce the list of
banned websites. Companies that do not comply
are likely to see their own websites placed on the
Russian blacklist. Amnesty International has called
the new legislation “a major blow to internet free-
dom” and Edward Snowden, the NSA whistleblow-
er who lives in Russia, said the measure “makes
Russia both less safe and less free”.

Laws curbing Internet freedoms were drafted
following mass protests in 2011 and 2012 against
Putin over disputed election results. The new
measures come into force ahead of presidential
elections next March, when Putin is widely
expected to extend his grip on power to 2024.
Russia’s opposition groups rely heavily on the
internet to make up for their lack of access to the
mainstream media.

‘Complete control’ 
“The path that Russia chose four years ago is

founded on the concept of digital sovereignty,”
said Sarkis Darbinyan, lawyer and director of the
Digital Rights Centre. “It’s the idea that the gov-
ernment should control the domestic part of the
internet. Western countries do not support this
concept and so what we are seeing today is an
Asian-style development of the internet,” along the
lines of China and Iran, he said.

But Galperin of the Electronic Frontier
Foundation noted that even if the Kremlin’s end
goal is “complete control of communications on
the Internet”, its technical capabilities still lag way
behind China with its “Great Firewall”. Many of the
invasive measures pushed by the Kremlin are com-
parable with the snooping powers demanded by
Western governments, she said. “Russia will fre-
quently point to the fact that the FBI and (British
Prime Minister) Theresa May want these powers
as reasons why they should have them, and why
they’re compatible with human rights.” — AFP 

VPN law latest 
step in Kremlin 
online crackdown

Myanmar tourism
dreams pierced by
Rohingya crisis
Only a few years ago Beyonce and Jay-
Z were posing for photos among
Myanmar’s famed temples, heralding the
former junta-run country’s rise as one
of the hottest new tourist destinations
on the map. But that dream is cracking
as images of burnt villages and Muslim
Rohingya fleeing army-led violence in
western Rakhine shock the globe,
sparking outrage over a staggering
scale of human suffering that has fes-
tered along the border.

Ever since the bloodshed broke out
in late August, tourism operators have
witnessed a cascade of cancellations,
rippling fear through a nascent industry
that was gearing up for its high season
in October. “Almost all the trips sched-
uled for October and November have
been cancelled due to instability in the
country, because of the situation in
Rakhine state,” said Tun Tun Naing
from New Fantastic Asia Travels and
Tour, an agency that leads trips to the
pristine beaches and mist-shrouded
lakes that dot the lush country. “Most
groups in Japan, Australia and other
Asian countries cited security reasons
and some Europeans have clearly said
they boycotted because of the humani-
tarian situation,” he told AFP.

In Yangon, a bustling city known for
its crumbling colonial architecture,
some foreign tourists could still be
seen circling the gilded Shwedagon
Pagoda that looms over the former
capital. But they admitted that the
ongoing crisis is an awkward backdrop
for their holiday. “It’s very sad to see
what the country is becoming, our
guide told us that Muslims were dan-
gerous and that they were not
Burmese,” said French tourist
Christine, who declined to give her
surname, of a crisis that has spiked
religious tensions in the Buddhist
majority country. 

Some distinguished guests are also
keeping their distance, with Prince
Charles, heir to the British throne, and
his wife Camilla deciding to skip a stop
in the former colony during an autumn
tour of Asia.

One step forward, two back? 
There are fears the refugee crisis

could throw Myanmar’s fledgling
tourism sector back to the dark days
under military rule, when many travellers
passed over the pariah state to avoid
lining the pockets of generals who bru-
tally suppressed human rights. All that
had started to change after the army ini-
tiated a transition to partial democracy
in 2011. The move saw Western sanc-
tions lifted as foreign tourists flocked to
landscapes unspoiled by the crowds and
travel infrastructure that has mush-
roomed elsewhere in the region. 

The first half of 2017 kicked off well
with a 22 percent increase in visitors
compared to the previous year, accord-
ing to figures from the Ministry of
Tourism, which hopes to double the
number of annual arrivals to 7.5 million
by 2020. But at the end of August,
western Rakhine state was in flames.
Raids by mobs of poorly-armed
Rohingya militants prompted a military
backlash so brutal the UN says it likely
amounts to ethnic cleansing of the
Muslim minority.

More than half a million Rohingya
have fled to neighboring Bangladesh in
two months, carrying testimony of
killings, rape and arson at the hands of
soldiers and Buddhist mobs. Their chill-
ing stories, alongside photos of gaunt
and weary refugees cramming into
Bangladesh’s ramshackle refugee
camps, have seized headlines around
the globe and cast a pall over the young
democracy’s rise. 

A few hours south of the conflict
zone in Rakhine state lies Mrauk-U, an
ancient capital and hallowed archaeo-
logical site. Two months into the crisis,
locals say the site is empty of the
tourists normally buzzing around its
ruins. “All people who live on tourism
are out of work now,” guide Aung Soe
Myint said. — AFP  

Some Russians 
crave tsar return 
Mikhail Ustinov’s ancestors were executed in
1917 for supporting the tsar but a hundred
years later the 68-year-old yearns for the
return of monarchy to Russia. “Russians are
monarchists in their soul, even though the
Soviets tried to destroy our soul,” Ustinov,
who is a self-proclaimed spokesman for the
Moscow monarchist community, told AFP in
his small apartment on the outskirts of the
Russian capital. Since the breakup of the
Soviet Union in 1991, Ustinov has dressed in
stylized military fatigues in a nod to the offi-
cers of the Tsarist army who were fiercely
loyal to the monarch and heavily persecuted
after the October Revolution.

Executed with his wife and children by the
Bolsheviks in 1918, the last Russian tsar Nicholas
II was rehabilitated and buried in Saint-
Petersburg in 1998 and canonized in 2000 by the
Orthodox Church. “I want to die wearing my uni-
form and declaring love for the tsar, like my grand-
father, great-grandfather and all of my family,”
said Ustinov, a portrait of Nicholas II behind him.
Ustinov said his family was decimated during the
revolution, which he calls a “coup d’etat.”

More than 28 percent of Russians are in
favor of the country becoming a monarchy
again one day, according to a study by
VTsIOM, a state pollster, released in March.
That figure increased from 22 percent in 2006.
Monarchy sympathizers are especially preva-
lent among the younger generation: 33 percent
among those between 18 and 24 years old and
35 percent of 25-34 year-olds. “We see clearly
that the ‘Soviet’ generations resist this idea
more than the younger people, for whom
monarchy is one possible system of gover-
nance,” said sociologist Stepan Lvov who
helped organize the poll. “It’s as if the Soviet
vaccine doesn’t work on them,” he added. On
the contrary, for young Russians monarchy is
“rather attractive for its rationality and effec-
tiveness,” Lvov said, adding they no longer see
it as the antithesis of liberty and democracy.

‘Tsar Putin’ 
Born after the collapse of the Soviet Union,

Pavel Markov is someone who sees monarchy as
a “more adequate and balanced system” than the
current political regime in Russia. “Democracy

doesn’t suit Russians, our mentality needs
authoritarian and centralized power,” said the
young history teacher from Nizhny Novgorod, a
city some 400 km east of the capital. “A consti-
tutional monarchy allows us to consolidate our
traditional values to give strength to the people,
who are struggling today,” he said.

Being a monarchist is “inseparable” from
the Orthodox faith, the predominant religion in
Russia, he added. And for others, Russia has
already become a monarchy of sorts, with
President Vladimir Putin reigning over the coun-
try for 18 years and widely expected to extend
his rule by another six years in a 2018 vote.
“Vladimir Putin is already a tsar, he acts like a
tsar,” said Yelena Melnikova, who studies
Orthodox icon restoration. The 22-year-old
believes that eventually the monarchy will replace
the “political hypocrisy” of today’s Russia and
mark the return of “real Russian values”.

Putin himself has flatly dismissed any com-
parisons to a monarch, saying in 2005 that the
title of tsar “doesn’t suit” him. But he made
overtures to the powerful Orthodox Church,
which has never opposed the Kremlin on
political matters in public. Critics accuse Putin
of paying lip service to the constitutional sep-
aration of church and state by giving clerics
ever more influence over secular institutions.
Sociologist Lvov said younger Russians tend
to romanticize monarchy and view it as an
alternative that offers “order and predictabili-
ty” in an unstable world. “A return of monar-
chy remains largely unpopular and improba-
ble,” he added. The figure of Nicholas II
remains a source of intense debate, with the
new biopic “Matilda” about his love affair
with a ballerina sparking a violent backlash
from radical Orthodox activists. —AFP

Rajoy has 
the law on 

his side

Catalonia keeps Spain on tenterhooks

A picture taken on Aug 10, 2017 shows
Mikhail Ustinov posing with a portrait of
the last Russian tsar Nicholas II in his
small apartment on the outskirts of
Moscow. —AFP 
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downplayed the idea at the time. Saudi and UAE
forces attached to Peninsula Shield previously deployed
into Bahrain to put down its 2011 Arab Spring protests.

When meeting in Washington with Trump in
September, Kuwaiti Amir HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said that mediation by the American
president helped avoid any violence. “Thank God, now,
what is important is that we have stopped any military

action,” said Sheikh Sabah, who himself has been trying
to mediate the dispute. In the “60 Minutes” interview,
which aired yesterday night in the US, Sheikh Tamim
acknowledged the alleged military threat. “I’m fearful
that if anything happens, if any military act happens, this
region will be in chaos,” he said. 

His comments drew immediate criticism early yester-
day from Emirati Minister of State for International
Affairs Anwar Gargash. “To go to the Western media and
attack Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates at this
point is desperate,” Gargash wrote on Twitter. Qatar
“should accept its isolation without sniveling and do
what it must.” The four countries boycotting Qatar allege
the natural gas-rich nation funds extremists, and are
opposed to its support for Islamist opposition groups
and ties to Iran, with which it shares a massive gas field.
Doha long has denied funding extremists.  —Agencies 

Saudi Arabia accuses
Iran of blocking...
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He is seeking a support base among the kingdom’s
youth but faces a real challenge convincing the pop-
ulation that his reforms will lead to job creation at a
time of staggering unemployment. The $500-billion
NEOM, which means “new future” in a combination
of English and Arabic abbreviations, will be a biotech
and digital hub spread over 26,500 sq km in an area
facing Jordan and Egypt.

In a slick promotional video featuring the project,
women were seen jogging in sports bras and working
alongside men in laboratories, an image that con-
trasts with the country’s notorious dress code. Its
service economy will be staffed by robots, it said.
And in a move to display that ambition, Saudi Arabia
this week granted citizenship to a robot named
Sophia.

But the kingdom has “poor form” when it comes to
implementing large-scale projects, research firm
Capital Economics said in a report. It cited the
example of the King Abdullah Economic City near
Jeddah, which was supposed to rival Dubai as a trad-
ing hub, but the project has been dogged by repeat-
ed delays. But proponents of the projects say this
time is different as the projects are directly overseen

by the reformist prince, who has amassed extraordi-
nary power. 

The prince said the regulatory framework for
NEOM will be designed by the private sector to
encourage investment, a departure from previous
projects which were caught up in the country’s slug-
gish bureaucracy. “Saudi Arabia is in a chicken and
egg situation,” said a top Saudi executive who did not
wish to be identified. “What comes first? For us it’s
the chicken” - which symbolizes creating the right
regulatory environment for investment, he told AFP.

The kingdom’s Public Investment Fund (PIF),
which aims to double its assets to nearly $400 billion
by 2020, will be the primary investor in the projects.
Some private sector beneficiaries of PIF, such as bil-
lionaire tycoon Richard Branson have also pledged
to invest but others are yet to make concrete com-
mitments. However, the ambition behind the projects
- catching the eye of participants with a holographic
lion and simulated rollercoaster on the sidelines of
the summit - is seen by many as an economic com-
ing-out party of sorts for the kingdom.

“For the first time Saudi Arabia is looking not at
what’s  in the ground but outside,” said Brian
Ackerman, an American landscape architect and
designer who attended FII, referring to the king-
dom’s oil wealth. “It’s not the mountains, oceans, dri-
verless cars and robots that’s inspiring, it’s the vision.
The leadership is saying: ‘Come on, jump on this
train.’ That’s step one.” — AFP

Tall ambitions, 
high risks: Saud ...
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of the people of Kurdistan and I will continue to
defend the achievements of the people of Kurdistan”.

Yesterday’s parliamentary session was held behind
closed doors because of “sensitive questions” to be
discussed, deputies said. Officials from Barzani’s
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) had already told
journalists that the letter to be read out would
announce he was stepping aside. Barzani’s letter was
sent to parliament to decide on the provisional redistri-
bution of the presidency’s powers until a presidential
election, for which a date has yet to be fixed.

Nov 1 had originally been slated for both presiden-
tial and legislative elections in the Kurdish region of
northern Iraq, but these were postponed in the political
and military chaos that followed the referendum -
which returned a massive “yes” to independence.
Yesterday’s parliamentary session was postponed sev-
eral times amid political tensions. The opposition Goran
party which had sought Barzani’s resignation and a
“government of national salvation” opposes the redis-
tribution of the presidency’s powers proposed by the
major Kurdish parties, the KDP and its rival Kurdish
Patriotic Union (PUK), deputies said.

Barzani “symbolizes the failure of Kurdish politics,
and the only thing left for him to do is to issue a public
apology,” Goran MP Rabun Maarouf said before the
session began. KDP deputy Ari Harin spoke of an
“international plot”. Barzani had come under growing
opposition from his detractors after he organized the
referendum on Kurdish independence that triggered a
deep crisis with Baghdad. The federal government

deemed the vote unconstitutional, and its forces have
since seized a swathe of disputed territory in the north
from Kurdish fighters.

Territory reclaimed from the Kurds in the sweeping
operation included key oilfields in and around the dis-
puted province of Kirkuk. For the past two days pesh-
merga and Iraqi commanders have also been trying to
hammer out a deal that would see Kurdish fighters
withdraw peacefully after a truce in clashes over the
Fishkhabur border post with Turkey. The loss of the oil-
fields, which provided income that would have been
critical to an independent Kurdish state, sparked
recriminations among the Kurds.

Political life in Kurdistan is dominated by the KDP
and PUK of Iraq’s late president Jalal Talabani. Iraq’s
current president, Fuad Masum, is also a PUK member
and had backed a push for dialogue between the Kurds
and Baghdad before the referendum. After the vote,
Masum said the referendum had triggered the assault
on Kirkuk. Iraq’s neighbors Turkey and Iran, which
have their own Kurdish minorities, also strongly
opposed the non-binding vote, and Ankara on
Thursday said the Iraqi Kurdish offer for the referen-
dum to be frozen was “not enough”, instead urging the
Arbil government to cancel it.

French President Emmanuel Macron has urged dia-
logue between Baghdad and the Kurds, telling Prime
Minister Haider Al-Abadi in a phone call Saturday that
“everything possible should be done to avoid fighting
between Iraqis”, the presidency in Paris said. Barzani’s
move yesterday comes with Abadi’s forces engaged in
battles in the west with holdout militants of the Islamic
State group, assaulting what the premier called “the last
den of terrorism in Iraq”, Al-Qaim on the border with
Syria. The mandate of Barzani, the first and only elected
president of the autonomous Kurdish region, expired in
2013. It was extended for two years and then continued
in the chaos that followed the sweeping IS offensive
across Iraq in 2014. — AFP 

Barzani to step 
down as Kurdish...
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It took him weeks to get into Turkey, trying to
reach the area where he had left his wife and child
with relatives. He succeeded in crossing the border on
his eighth attempt, but his family was gone. Nahil and
her father, a sailor, had managed to cross from Turkey
to Lesbos in Nov 2016. Mohamed followed in pursuit
after hearing from relatives that his family was in
Greece. “Three times I tried to reach Lesbos, but the

Turkish coastguard pushed our boat back,” he says.
Mohamed eventually reached the nearby island of

Samos, where it took nearly two months to persuade
Greek authorities, with the help of the UN’s refugee
agency, to let him rejoin his family in Lesbos in
August. “They were waiting for me at the harbor. My
son could walk!” he beams. “Ever since he saw his
father, he is laughing, running about, playing with
him,” says Nahil. “It’s like he’s a different child alto-
gether,” adds a social worker from the local support
group Iliaktida, who declined to be named. The family
- whose tale could not independently be confirmed -
has been granted asylum in Greece and will soon
depart for Athens. “My uncle is there, I’ll try to get a
job,” says Mohamed.  “The important thing is to be
alive.” — AFP 

Joy as family 
reunites after...

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Although there has been no official word,
the government is highly expected to submit its resig-
nation today and forming a new Cabinet could take
longer than anticipated. The move comes after 10 law-
makers last week filed a no-confidence motion against
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and acting infor-
mation minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah following a marathon grilling over alleged
financial and administrative violations, which he
strongly denied.

It was earlier reported that a number of Cabinet
ministers have offered to resign following the grilling.
These ministers included Cabinet members who are
threatened by grillings, like the oil minister. Some
sources however expect that the government may not
resign and instead Sheikh Mohammad will quit his post.
The reason for this is that a large number of lawmakers
have already declared their support of the no-confi-
dence motion, which means that the minister could be
voted out of office. Under these circumstances, normal-
ly the government prefers that the concerned minister
quits rather than being voted out of office by the
National Assembly.

Parliamentary sources pointed out that if the gov-
ernment resigns, Prime Minister HH Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah will be asked to form a new Cabinet

and this process could take around three weeks, and
maybe more. There is no legal period for forming a
Cabinet following its resignation. What is certain in the
new standoff between the Assembly and the govern-
ment is that the Cabinet will not attend the Assembly’s
regular session tomorrow, according to statements by
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, who declined to say if
the government will quit.

Pro-government MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl said he was
unaware of the nature of the reported government resig-
nation and whether only a small number of ministers will
quit or the entire Cabinet, including the prime minister. 

MP Safa Al-Hashem described the political atmos-
phere as “overcast” and cloudy with expected rain. She
said we are normally pleased by rain “except this time”,
a clear reference to the expected government resigna-
tion. She criticized the government for “wasting the
future of Kuwait and development” by “tactics and
plots that are not good for this era”. The lawmaker also
wondered if the government’s intention is to make peo-
ple become fed up and bored with the democratic sys-
tem. Opposition MP Osama Al-Shaheen said the no-
confidence motion will probably lead to a better gov-
ernment lineup.

Meanwhile, MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei yesterday
threatened action against the Minister of Commerce
and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan and State Minister for
Housing Yasser Abul. He said Roudhan, who is also
state minister for sports, did not fulfill his promises to
lift sports sanctions on Kuwait. The lawmaker called on
Roudhan to quit immediately. He also threatened Abul
over a contract of housing and defense ministries,
which he described as a “scandal”. It is suspected to
involve corruption to the tune of KD 219 million.

Govt expected 
to resign today

Rohingya refugee children walk in the Moynerghona refugee camp in the Bangladeshi district of Ukhia
yesterday. More than 600,000 Rohingya have arrived in Bangladesh since a military crackdown in neigh-
bouing Myanmar in August triggered an exodus, straining resources in the impoverished country. — AFP 





CARDIFF: They came to see another explosive
knockout from Anthony Joshua, the flattening of a 36-
year-old journeyman opponent called up at 12 days’
notice to fight heavyweight boxing’s new superstar.
So when the referee moved in midway through the
10th round to stop Joshua administering more pun-
ishment to the game but beaten-up Carlos Takam, the
78,000-strong crowd made their feelings known.

Jeers rained down from
all sides of the Principality
Stadium on Saturday after
Joshua’s 20th straight pro-
fessional victory was
sealed. He’d got through an
uncomfortable fight with a
busted nose and his WBA
and IBF belts intact, but his
army of fans wanted more.

“I think people wanted
to see Takam unconscious
on the floor,” Joshua said.
“My shorts and boots were white at the start and now
they are pure pink,” he added. “It’s the ref’s job to
allow the fighter to live another day.”

Fighting for the first time since beating Wladimir
Klitschko in April, Joshua was unexpectedly taken
beyond seven rounds for only the second time of his
pro career as Takam - a veteran of 40 fights - lived
up to his reputation as a tough, durable opponent.

The Frenchman, an injury replacement for Kubrat
Pulev and giving up nearly 30 pounds (13 kilograms)
to Joshua, took an eight count in the fourth round
after toppling from a left hook and fought on with a
cut above his right eye that twice required treatment.

He absorbed some big shots and also had a cut over
his left eye by the time Joshua caught him with a
hook-uppercut combination in the 10th.

Joshua was moving in to land more blows when the
referee stopped the fight. Takam shook his head in
disgust and many in the crowd booed the decision.

“I don’t know why the referee stopped the match,”
said Takam, whose name was cheered after the fight.

Joshua was fighting at the
heaviest weight of his pro-
fessional career - 254.8
pounds (115.6 kilograms) -
and predicted a grueling
slog against an experi-
enced opponent that gets
in close and works the
body.

It got even trickier for
Joshua when the fighters
clashed heads in the sec-
ond round, leaving the

Briton with blood streaming from his nose. Joshua
looked frustrated at times, and even showboated in
the seventh round by walking into 

Takam’s range with his arms out and head down,
then shaking his head as Takam threw a punch. He
was constantly talking to Takam, attempting to draw
him in.

“I had to keep my cool,” Joshua said. The win set
up Joshua for a unification fight in 2018 with either
WBO champion Joseph Parker or WBC champion
Deontay Wilder, though initially he may need to face
a mandatory challenger for the WBA belt.

Especially in Britain, Joshua has become a phe-

nomenon, easily packing out big stadiums - there
were 90,000 fans at Wembley against Klitschko,
and almost as many at Cardiff on Saturday - but

fighting in the United States, or maybe Africa or the
Middle East, does interest him. “I’ll fight anyone,”
Joshua said. — AP
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SCOTTSDALE: Oakland Athletics catcher Bruce Maxwell has been
arrested in Arizona after a food delivery person alleged he pointed a gun
at her. Maxwell was the only player in Major League Baseball to take a
knee this year during the national anthem to protest racial injustice.
Scottsdale police say officers went to Maxwell’s home Saturday night
after getting a call about a person with a gun. Maxwell was
booked on charges of aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon and disorderly conduct. Police said Maxwell was
held in custody pending an initial court appearance. It
wasn’t known if he had an attorney who could comment on
his behalf. TMZ Sports first reported the arrest. The 26-
year-old Maxwell hit .237 with three home runs and 22
RBIs in 76 games this season. He was projected to be
Oakland’s starting catcher next year. — AP

SHANGHAI: Alberto Contador’s final race yesterday marks the “end of an
era” for cycling, Tour de France champion Chris Froome said, while adding
that he won’t necessarily miss the competitive Spanish legend. Both riders
were part of a breakaway group that sprinted to the finish yesterday in the
Tour de France’s first China Criterium in Shanghai, which Contador said
would be his last race. “It definitely brings an end to an era with Alberto’s

retirement,” said Froome, who won the race in another display of
dominance after winning a fourth Tour title this year. “(Contador)
has been a big rival to me for so many years and in some ways
I’m definitely going to miss him, and in some ways I’m not,” the
Briton said, cracking a smile. “He has animated so many races the

last few years and the public are going to miss seeing him race.”
The 34-year-old Contador announced in August that he would hang
up his spurs this year, ending a career in which he became just the

sixth rider to win all three grand tours.—AFP

LONDON:  Warren Gatland hinted yesterday that he would be open to
leading the British and Irish Lions on their tour of South Africa in 2021
just two weeks after ruling out another stint in charge. Earlier this
month the 54-year-old New Zealander-whose side drew 1-1 with the All
Blacks in the three-Test series earlier this year-said the negativity and
the personal nature of the attacks on him in the Kiwi media had worn
him down.  “I’m done. I hated the tour. I did. I just hated the press and
the negativity in New Zealand,” he said. But the Wales coach has
relaxed that stance and admitted he could be tempted to complete the
set of tours, having also led the Lions to victory in Australia in 2013. “It’s
a hard job to turn down and walk away from,” Gatland said in an inter-
view with The Mail yesterday. “I made those comments about not want-
ing to do it again because I was pretty hurt. As far as me coaching the
Lions again, never say never.” Gatland also responded to Sean O’Brien’s
stinging attack on the coaching team in New Zealand. —AFP

Gatland refuses to rule 
out third Lions tour

Contador retirement 
‘end of era’: Froome

Maxwell arrested in 
Arizona on gun charge

Anthony Joshua stops Takam in 10th 
round, retains heavyweight titles

‘I think people wanted to see Takam unconscious on the floor’

MEXICO CITY: Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel seized his 50th
Formula One pole position at the Mexican Grand Prix on
Saturday with title rival  Lewis Hamilton third on the grid
and poised for a fourth world championship. 

The German now has a great chance to win yesterday’s
race, barring any recurrence of Ferrari’s recent reliability
problems, but he also knows the title outcome is out of his
hands. Hamilton has a 66-point lead over Vettel, a four-
times champion, and the Mercedes driver will become
Britain’s first quadruple title holder with two races to spare
if he finishes fifth. “It depends on Lewis. For us, we go all
out. We deserve a good result so let’s see what we can do
tomorrow,” Vettel told reporters.   Hamilton, last year’s
winner from pole, had expected a difficult session and
congratulated the German on his milestone.

“I tried to deny him but it wasn’t to be. It was a difficult
session and it has been a difficult weekend,” said the
Briton, who holds the all-time record of 72 pole positions
and was chasing his 10th of the season.

“They did a great job and their car was working better
than ours this weekend, but I am still there in the fight,”
added the 32-year-old, who feared overtaking would be
difficult at the high-altitude Autodromo Hermanos

Rodriguez. Red Bull’s Max Verstappen, who had looked
like becoming the sport’s youngest pole-sitter until Vettel’s
late final lap of one minute 16.488 seconds, qualified
alongside Vettel on the front row. Hamilton was 0.446 sec-
onds off Vettel’s time.

STEWARDS INVESTIGATION
Verstappen had risked losing his front-row slot after

being summoned to the stewards for allegedly impeding
Hamilton’s team mate Valtteri Bottas in the second phase
of the session, but they decided to take no further action.

The Dutch driver, who has had several run-ins with
stewards and was demoted from third to fourth after last
weekend’s US  Grand Prix for exceeding track limits, was
already frustrated not to be starting from the top slot.
“Second is good but not given the way it went. I really
wanted that pole position,” said the 20-year-old, who
played down the incident. “It’s his own problem if he out-
brakes himself at the next corner. I was on the inside and
didn’t hold him up,” he told Sky Sports television. “I moved
to the inside and was past the point where you go to the
right. I don’t see an incident.” Bottas, who said Verstappen
had definitely ruined his lap, will start alongside Hamilton
in fourth place with Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen fifth.

French driver Esteban Ocon qualified sixth and ahead
of Force India team mate and local hero Sergio Perez, who
will line up a disappointing 10th. The two team mates had
several spats earlier in the season, with Ocon accusing the
Mexican of trying to kill him at the Belgian Grand Prix in
August and receiving death threats on social media.

The pair have subsequently mended fences and Perez
has called on his fans to show respect to his team mate.
Australian Daniel Ricciardo qualified seventh with the
Renault pairing of Nico Hulkenberg and Carlos Sainz in
eighth and ninth.—Reuters

Vettel takes 50th 
F1 pole with 
Hamilton third

CARDIFF: Anthony Joshua, right, celebrates victory over Carlos Takam, left, after the IBF World
Heavyweight Title, IBO World Heavyweight Title and WBA Super World Heavyweight Title bout at the
Principality Stadium, Cardiff, Wales. — AP

KUALA LUMPUR: Andrea Dovizioso won a rainy
Malaysian Grand Prix yesterday to keep the
MotoGP title race alive as Marc Marquez’s corona-
tion was delayed with a fourth place finish. Italian
Dovizioso overtook team mate Jorge Lorenzo with
four laps remaining to claim his sixth win of the cam-
paign at Sepang circuit and give Ducati a 1-2 finish
for the first time this year.

Johann Zarco grabbed third on his non-works
Yamaha, nursing a soft rear tyre to the finish, frus-
trating Marquez’s hopes of sealing his fourth
MotoGP title with a race to spare. Dovizioso’s win is
only likely to stall the championship leader’s triumph
for another two weeks as Honda-riding Marquez will
take a 21-point lead over the Italian into the final
race in Valencia.

Reigning champion Marquez moved to 282
points and with 25 up for grabs in Spain, should
wrap up the title if his bike stays on two wheels.
Stranger things have happened, however, and 31-
year-old Dovizioso was not ruling out his chances
of a maiden title.

“Everything can happen during the weekend, and
you never know about the weather,” he told
reporters. “We know it’s difficult but we are
relaxed. We are going to Valencia in a relaxed way
and will try to do the maximum.” Dovizioso started
third on the grid behind pole-sitter Dani Pedrosa
yet it was Marquez charging into the lead with a
brilliant start from seventh. He was forced to turn
wide, however, and fell quickly back to third behind
Zarco and Lorenzo.

Dovizioso had the roughest start but roared past
Marquez on the fourth lap and kept the Spaniard at
bay thereafter. Lorenzo made his move on Zarco mid-
way through the 20-lap race and Dovizioso followed
him moments later, leaving the two Ducatis to duel for
the win. With Marquez holding down fourth behind
Zarco, Dovizioso needed to deal with his three-times
world champion team mate to be assured of taking the
title fight to Valencia. With the controversial whiff of
team orders in the muggy Malaysian air, Dovizioso
drew ever closer to Lorenzo and was gifted the lead
with four laps to go when the Spaniard skidded at turn
15 and very nearly came to grief. Dovizioso swept past
and held on for a 0.743 second-win, perhaps safe in
the knowledge that there would be no further duelling
from his team mate.

Pedrosa finished fifth for Honda ahead of Danilo
Petrucci on a non-works Ducati. Italian great
Valentino Rossi finished seventh on his Yamaha.  In
the Moto2 category, Kalex rider Franco Morbidelli
sewed up the championship before the race was
even run after the Italian’s nearest challenger Thomas
Luthi was forced to pull out after breaking a foot
during qualifying. Morbidelli finished third in the
race, with KTM’s Miguel Oliveira taking the win.
Joan Mir, already crowned champion, won the Moto3
category. — Reuters

Dovizioso claims 
sixth win
of season

SEPANG: Ducati Team’s Italian rider Andrea
Dovizioso celebrates on the podium after winning
the Malaysia MotoGP at the Sepang International
circuit in Sepang yesterday. — AFP

MEXICO CITY: Red Bull driver Max Verstappen, left, Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel, center, and Mercedes driver
Lewis Hamilton, right, pose on the stand after placing for the pole position for the Formula One Mexico Grand
Prix auto race at the Hermanos Rodriguez racetrack in Mexico City. —AP

I don’t know 
why referee 

stopped the match



HOUSTON: Cody Bellinger pulled into second base with
his first World Series hit and said: “It’s a miracle!” With
the Dodgers three innings from falling into a deep deficit,
the rookie slugger sparked a late comeback that stopped
the Houston Astros’ surge.

Hitless in 13 at-bats, Bellinger doubled and scored the
tying run in the seventh inning , then doubled home the
go-ahead run off struggling closer Ken Giles in a five-
run ninth that lifted Los Angeles to a 6-2 win Saturday
night and tied the Series at two games apiece.
“Sometimes you see in the postseason you want to try to
do too much, and that’s what I was doing,” Bellinger said.
“Today I tried to make an effort of not doing too much,
and when you do that you get
two hits sometimes. It’s a
crazy game.”

George Springer put the
Astros ahead with a two-out
homer in the sixth , the first
hit off Los Angeles starter
Alex Wood. The crowd at
Minute Maid Park, where
Houston had been 7-0 this
postseason, was revved up in
anticipation of the Astros
having a chance to win the
first title in their 56-season history today.

Instead, the Series will go back to Los Angeles no
matter what. Clayton Kershaw starts Game 5 for the
Dodgers tonight and Dallas Keuchel for the Astros in a
rematch of the opener, when Kershaw pitched Los
Angeles to a 3-1 win. Bellinger, a 22-year-old bopper
who set a National League rookie record with 39 home
runs this season, struck out four times in Game 3 and
once more in the fifth inning - his eighth whiff of the
Series. Dodgers manager Dave Roberts expressed faith
Friday night in Bellinger and again Saturday afternoon.

“He’s got that calmness about him,” Roberts said.

“And when things speed up, he has a way of sort of
resetting and not letting it spiral.”

During batting practice, Bellinger tried to emulate
teammates Andre Ethier and Logan Forsythe by hitting
the ball to the opposite field. “I was always told these
really good hitters hit the ball the other way in BP and I
had never done it, and I wanted to try it,” he said. “I hit
every ball in BP today to the left side of the infield. I’ve
never done that before in my life. Usually I try to lift. I
needed to make an adjustment.”

Bellinger lined a fastball to the opposite field over
Marwin Gonzalez into the quirky corner next to the left-
field scoreboard, chasing starter Charlie Morton. He

came home on Forsythe’s
two-out single off Will Harris.
Giles entered to start the
ninth and got into immediate
trouble, allowing a leadoff
single to Corey Seager and a
walk to Justin Turner.
Bellinger took a low slider,
then lined a fastball at the let-
ters to left-center. He
dropped his bat and raised a
hand while running to first
and clapped his hands half a

dozen times in excitement after sliding into second.
“Every day you see him grow a little bit more,” Wood
said. “I think everybody kind of had the same message
with him: ‘We believe in you. You’re our guy. You’re spe-
cial. Remember that.’” Joe Musgrove relieved and
allowed Austin Barnes’ sacrifice fly and Joc Pederson’s
three-run homer , his second home run of the Series.
“You like that! You like that!” Pederson yelled to team-
mates, a la Washington Redskins quarterback Kirk
Cousins , as he came back to dugout. Wood, Brandon
Morrow, winner Tony Watson and Kenley Jansen com-
bined on a two-hitter - the first-ever in the Series in which

both hits were home runs. Jansen allowed Alex Bregman’s
two-out long ball in the ninth , the 15th home run of the
Series, most ever through four games, before retiring Jose
Altuve on a flyout. Giles, the loser, was charged with three

runs. “They were all crappy pitches, not where I wanted
them,” he said. “I need to do better. I need to pick up this
team. I need to carry my weight.” He has an 11.75 postsea-
son ERA, allowing runs in six of seven appearances. — AP
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Bellinger, Dodgers top Astros
6-2 to tie World Series two-all

Dodgers manager Dave Roberts expressed faith in Bellinger

SHANGHAI: World number one Dustin Johnson
imploded and Justin Rose stormed back from eight
shots behind overnight to win the $9.75 million WGC-
HSBC Champions by two strokes in a thrilling finale in
Shanghai yesterday.

The Englishman Rose, who started the concluding
day joint fourth, fired a 67 to finish 14-under-par 274
and somehow emerge victorious from a nail-biting
four-way fight that also included Henrik Stenson and
Brooks Koepka.

A demoralised Johnson finished tied second with
Stenson and Koepka after a horror five-over-par 77.
Under normal conditions, the odds would have been on
Johnson. But Rose said swirling wind blowing through
Sheshan Golf Club meant the conditions were ripe to
pull off the biggest comeback of his career.

“It’s the kind of day you hope for, dream for, but a
lot of things need to go your way in order for a day like
today to happen, coming from eight shots behind,
especially going against a player like DJ (Johnson),”
said Rose, 37.

“It’s been a long time since I’ve won, or at least it
feels like that,” added Rose, whose stunning five under
in the back nine propelled him to victory. Rose has won
a title every year since 2010 if the Olympics last year in
Rio are included.

“This is my only win in 2017. Left it late this year,
but it feels amazing.” Johnson was chasing a sixth pres-
tigious World Golf Championship (WGC) crown and
looked to have put himself out of sight on Saturday
evening with a handsome six-shot lead on fellow
American Koepka, who was second overnight. 

But on another blustery day, this time accompanied
by smog and cooler temperatures, Johnson started with
two bogeys to immediately give the chasing pack hope
on the par-72 course. Johnson, who triumphed in
Shanghai in 2013, failed to get his putter going all day
and was meticulously pegged back by a combination of
Rose, Stenson and Koepka. —AFP

Justin Rose wins
Shanghai thriller as
Johnson implodes

Today I tried to 
make an effort of 

not doing much

HOUSTON: George Springer #4 of the Houston Astros hits a solo home run during the ninth inning against the
Los Angeles Dodgers in game four of the 2017 World Series at Minute Maid Park in Houston, Texas. — AFP

NEW ORLEANS: Anthony Davis scored 10 of his game-
high 30 points in a two-minute stretch of the fourth quar-
ter and DeMarcus Cousins had his seventh career triple-
double with 29 points, 12 rebounds and 10 assists to power
the New Orleans Pelicans to a 123-101 victory over the
Cleveland Cavaliers on Saturday night. The win improved
the Pelicans’ record to 3-3, the first time they’ve been at
.500 in the last 981 days. They were last at .500 with a 27-
27 mark on Feb. 20, 2015. The Pelicans got just three
points from their bench in the first 47 minutes but won
going away. Besides Davis and Cousins, Jrue Holiday
added 29 points and seven assists and E’Twaun Moore
tied a career-high with 24 points.

TRAIL BLAZERS 114, SUNS 107
Damian Lillard scored 25 points and CJ McCollum had

23 as Portland pulled out a victory over Phoenix at Moda
Center. Jusuf Nurkic had 17 points and nine rebounds for
the Trail Blazers. Devin Booker had 34 points, six rebounds
and six assists for the Sun.

PISTONS 95, CLIPPERS 87
Andre Drummond had 15 points and 17 rebounds as

Detroit rallied from a 13-point third-quarter deficit to hand
Los Angeles its first loss of the season. Reggie Jackson had
15 points and seven assists, and Langston Galloway con-
tributed 13 points off the bench for the Pistons. Austin
Rivers was 6 of 8 from 3-point range and scored 20 points
to lead the Clippers, who were the last remaining unbeaten
team in the NBA. Blake Griffin had 19 points and 11
rebounds and Danilo Gallinari scored 13.

JAZZ 96, LAKERS 81
Donovan Mitchell scored a career-high 22 points and

Ricky Rubio added 21 to lead Utah over Los Angeles.
Derrick Favors added 14 points and 10 rebounds for his
first double-double of the season for Utah, which never
trailed from start to finish and won their fifth straight regu-
lar-season game over the Lakers. Utah made 13 3-pointers
to stay a step ahead for four quarters. Brandon Ingram
scored 16 points and Jordan Clarkson added 15 off the
bench to lead Los Angeles. The Lakers suffered their first
road loss this season after making just 31 of 81 shots from
the field (38.3 percent).

76ERS 112, MAVERICKS 110
Rising stars Joel Embiid and Ben Simmons each scored

23 points to lead Philadelphia over Dallas at American
Airlines Center. Embiid hurt Dallas with three 3-pointers,
including a big one with under five minutes to go in the
fourth quarter that gave the Sixers just enough breathing
room to hold off a late Dallas rally. Yogi Ferrell, with a
chance to tie with two free throws with 0.2 of a second to
go, missed the front end. Dallas couldn’t convert his inten-
tionally missed second free throw. Harrison Barnes led
Dallas with 25 points.

CELTICS 96, HEAT 90
Kyrie Irving scored 24 points to lead Boston over

Miami. Irving scored five straight points in the final two
minutes as the Celtics held off a late Miami rally for their
fourth win in a row and eighth straight over the Heat. The
Heat rallied from an 11-point deficit midway through the
third quarter and got within 88-86 on Goran Dragic’s
layup with 1:53 remaining in the fourth quarter. Irving
responded with a short jumper and a 3-pointer that gave

the Celtics 93-86 lead with 57 seconds left. Dragic fin-
ished with 22 points.

THUNDER 101, BULLS 69
Carmelo Anthony scored 21 points, Paul George added

20 and Russell Westbrook posted a triple-double as
Oklahoma City routed Chicago. The Thunder never trailed
and relied on a balanced scoring attack while limiting the
Bulls to 28.2 percent shooting from the field. Westbrook
posted his third triple-double of the season and finished
with 12 points, 13 rebounds and 13 assists. Rookie Lauri
Markkanen led the Bulls with 15 points and Justin Holiday
finished with 11 points. Robin Lopez added 10 for Chicago.

GRIZZLIES 103, ROCKETS 89
Chandler Parsons scored 24 points as Memphis

defeated Houston at FedExForum. Parsons went 9 of 11
from the floor against Houston and was 6 of 8 from 3-
point range. Ryan Anderson led Houston with 22 points,
seven rebounds and two blocks and James Harden had 20
points, eight assists, four rebounds and two steals for the
Rockets. —Reuters

Cousins’ 3-double
powers Pelicans
past Cavs, 123-101

NEW ORLEANS: New Orleans Pelicans forward Anthony Davis (23) battles between Cleveland Cavaliers guard
Kyle Korver, right, and forward Jae Crowder (99) in the second half of an NBA basketball game in New
Orleans. — AP

REGINA: Shoma Uno and Kaetlyn Osmond were in
leagues of their own in winning the men’s and women’s
crowns on Saturday at Skate Canada International. Japan’s
Uno opened with a gorgeous quadruple loop and pro-
duced a quad toe loop combo, but faltered on the landing
of two other quads, including his trademark flip.

Still, the reigning world silver medallist who led from
pillar to post, finished 40 points clear of second place
American Jason Brown 301.1 to 261.14. Russian Alexander
Samarin notched two strong quads to grab bronze
(250.06) ahead of Patrick Chan after the Canadian star
struggled through one of his worst performances in mem-
ory. Chan fell on his opening quad attempt, then turned
four triple jumps and a second quad to doubles for seventh
in the free skate and fourth overall. Uno’s challenge to him-

self was to execute the three jump combos that eluded him
in the past.

“I’m really satisfied I made my goal this week and
hopefully I can connect it to my second Grand Prix com-
petition in France.” Uno competes in Grenoble in three
weeks while Brown and Chan meet Japanese superstar
Yuzuru Hanyu at NHK Trophy in Osaka in two.

On the women’s side, overnight leader Osmond’s Black
Swan program proved golden as she finished with 212.91,
some 20 points beyond her nearest challenger. It wasn’t
the picture perfect performance the Canadian had deliv-
ered the day before, but six triple jumps within sophisti-
cated choreography was more than enough to prevail.

“I love this program and I got a great reaction from the
crowd and it just makes the program even more exciting
for me knowing that the audience loves it. “All the jumps
didn’t work, but I’m happy with the overall package,” said
the reigning world silver medallist who, like Uno, competes
next in Grenoble.

Russian Maria Sotskova took silver on 192.52, while
Ashley Wagner of the United States rebounded from her
subpar short program and climbed from seventh to third
on 183.94. “I definitely put out two solid performances.
They were sloppy, but sloppiness can be fixed,” Wagner
said. Russian Anna Pogorilaya plummeted from second in

the opener to ninth overall with a disastrous performance
reminiscent of her collapse at the 2017 worlds.

Canadian ice dance virtuosos Tessa Virtue and Scott
Moir claimed their seventh Skate Canada title with a
record total score of 199.86, breaking their own previous
high mark set in winning their third world title last March.

OFF WITH A BANG 
The 2010 Olympic champions captivated the crowd

with their passionate Moulin Rouge portrayal which
approached perfection. “We were anxious and a little
nervous. We wanted to perform well. This is a program
that we’re both really attached to and we felt the pressure
to give Regina a show, start the year off with a bang,” said
Moir, who competes next at NHK Trophy.

Fellow Canadians Kaitlyn Weaver and Andrew Poje
were second on 190.01, less than a point ahead of Madison
Hubbell and Zach Donohue of the United States. In pairs,
Canadians Meagan Duhamel and Eric Radford overtook
first round leaders Aliona Savchenko and Bruno Massot, of
Germany, to take gold.

A gorgeous throw quad salchow helped the twice
world champs to a total score of 222.22, while Savchenko
and Massot posted 215.66. French duo Vanessa James and
Morgan Cipres were third on 214.37 points.— AFP

Uno, Osmond
runaway winners
at Skate CanadaKUWAIT: FIFA recently

approved appointment for
Kuwait to Yaish Travel and
Tourism (Toronto) for the
2018 FIFA World Cup
which will take place in
Russia from June 14 to July
15, 2018. As well  as
Russian Tourism Board
located at Yaish Travel and
Tourism (Toronto) here in
Kuwait to promote Russian
tourism. Head of Russian
Tourism Board Basil  Al
Aswad expects to have lot of Kuwait and GCC market
coming to World Cup 2018 and it would increase
interest to Russia.

FIFA appoints Yaish
Travel & Tourism
for 2018 World Cup

Basil Al Aswad
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KANPUR: India registered a 2-1 series victory against
New Zealand after Jasprit Bumrah’s tidy final over
secured the hosts’ six-run win in the third and final
one-day international yesterday. New Zealand needed
15 runs off the final over to chase down a 338-run vic-
tory target but a nerveless Bumrah conceded only sev-
en while picking up his third wicket of the match to
help India prevail in the
runfest.

Earlier, centurions
Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma featured in a
mammoth 230-run stand
to help the hosts post
337-6 after New
Zealand, wary of the dew
factor later in the
evening, elected to field
at Kanpur’s Green Park
Stadium.

New Zealand lost
opener Martin Guptill
early in their reply but Colin Munro smashed three six-
es in his blistering 75 and Kane Williamson made a flu-
ent 64 to help them overcome the early loss.
Wristspinner Yuzvendra Chahal ended the 109-run
partnership, dismissing both the batsmen but Tom
Latham refused to throw in the towel.

Latham and Ross Taylor had engineered New

Zealand’s successful in the series opener in Mumbai
and they looked determined to reprised the role.
Bumrah (3-47) poured cold water on their plans, how-
ever, by first dismissing Taylor for 39 and then running
out Latham, who made 65, in the 48th over of the New
Zealand innings.

Put into bat, India lost Shikhar Dhawan (14) early but
New Zealand had to toil
in the subsequent 35
overs as Kohli and
Sharma became the first
ODI pair to star in four
double-century partner-
ships.

Sharma batted with
characteristic elegance
to score 147 off 138
balls. His 15th one-day
century was studded
with 18 boundaries and a
couple of sixes before he
fell in the 42nd over.

Kohli was silky smooth at the other end as the India
captain became the fastest batsman to complete 9,000
ODI runs, achieving the feat in 194 innings. The right-
hander made 113 off 106 balls, with nine boundaries and
a six in his 32nd one-day century. The teams will next
square off in a three-match Twenty20 series beginning
in New Delhi on Wednesday. — Reuters

India pip New Zealand in
Kanpur thriller to clinch series

Kohli and Sharma featured in mammoth 230-run stand 

Established 1961 

POTCHEFSTROOM: David Miller’s world-record
breaking innings of 101 off 36 balls gave South Africa
clean sweeps over Bangladesh in all three formats with
an 83-run win in the final Twenty20 yesterday.

Miller hammered the fastest century in T20 inter-
nationals - he reached 100 off 35 balls to smash the
record by 10 balls - to propel South Africa to 224-4
batting first. Bangladesh was 141 all out in 18.3 overs,
another heavy defeat on a difficult five-week tour for
the visiting team.

It was the first time that South Africa had won
every game in three series against a touring team,
Cricket South Africa said. While South Africa gained
valuable preparation under new coach Ottis Gibson
ahead of tours by India and Australia, Bangladesh
failed to live up to the promise it showed recently in
home series.

South Africa took the test series 2-0, winning those
matches by 333 runs and then an innings and 254 runs.
It swept the ODIs 3-0, with winning margins of 10
wickets, 104 runs and 200 runs. Bangladesh came
closest to something to celebrate when it went down
by 20 runs in the first T20.

In the final game of the tour, Miller hit five sixes in
a row in the 19th over, and nine sixes and seven fours
in all in his record-breaking innings. He beat the
record of fellow South African Richard Levi, who
scored a century off 45 balls against New Zealand in
2012. “Obviously a really special feeling.” Miller said.
“Don’t quite know what went on there but I was just
trying to watch the ball and back myself.” Miller’s five
sixes off the first five balls of the 19th over from
Mohammad Saifuddin helped him move from 57 to 88
in the space of an over. He just missed out on becom-
ing only the third batsman to hit six sixes in an over in
international cricket when he could only drive the final
ball from Saifuddin through the covers for one.

The only players to hit six sixes in an over in an
international are South Africa’s Herschelle Gibbs and
India’s Yuvraj Singh. Bangladesh was left to seriously
rue that it dropped Miller when he was yet to score,
although 

it was a tough chance that wicketkeeper Mustafizur
Rahim put down after a full-length dive. South Africa’s
total was the joint 13th highest in T20 internationals
with Miller’s century and opener Hashim Amla hitting
85 off 51 balls.

Before Miller arrived South Africa was only 78-3.
“Last 10 overs I thought we were going to restrict
them,” Bangladesh’s Al Hasan said, “but Miller came in
and credit to him ... he had all the answers.”—AP

Miller hits fastest 
T20 century, S
Africa takes series

Bumrah poured 
cold water on 

their plans

KANPUR: Members of the Indian cricket team pose for a photograph with the trophies after winning the third
and final One day international (ODI) cricket match between India and New Zealand, at the Green Park Cricket
Stadium in Kanpur . — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Burnley v Newcastle United 23:00 
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Espanyol v Real Betis 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Las Palmas v Deportivo La Coruna 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 7

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE 
Hellas Verona v Internazionale Milano 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4

MILAN: Serie A leaders Napoli made it 10 wins from 11
league matches this season with a typically entertaining
3-1 win over Sassuolo yesterday. At the other end of
the table, newcomers Benevento slumped to their
eleventh defeat in as many matches when they were
thumped 5-1 at home by Lazio.

Sampdoria beat Chievo 4-1 to extend their perfect
home record while Crotone, who pulled off a great
escape last season, and promoted SPAL both won for
only the second time, beating Fiorentina and Genoa
respectively.

Napoli’s match featured a controversial VAR deci-
sion when the referee initially awarded Sassuolo a

penalty but then changed his mind after consulting the
video assistant referee and gave a free kick on the edge
of the area. Sassuolo, already 3-1 down by then, sent
their free kick into the wall and Francesco Cassata hit
the post in their next attack.

That was followed by an unusual incident when
Napoli’s Piotr Zielinski saw his shot hit the foot of both
posts before bouncing out. Napoli, the only unbeaten
team alongside Inter Milan, have 31 points out of 33,
three ahead of Juventus and Lazio.

Brazilian midfielder Allan put Napoli ahead in the
22nd minute when he dispossessed Stefano Sensi on
the edge of the area and slipped his shot past Andrea
Consigli. Faouzi Ghoulam volleyed against the post as
Napoli dominated until Sassuolo levelled out of the
blue in the 41st minute, Diego Falcinelli beating three
defenders to the ball to meet Matteo Politano’s cross
with a towering header.

Napoli regained the lead three minutes later when
Jose Callejon’s corner sneaked in at the near post. The
stadium announcer, known as Decibel Bellini,
announced Lorenzo Insigne as the scorer but replays
showed he did not touch the ball. Dries Mertens added

the third in the 54th minute, his tenth goal of the cam-
paign, although it was another untidy effort.

Benevento had come agonisingly close to their first
point when they lost 2-1 at Cagliari in the final minute
of injury time on Wednesday but never looked like
breaking their duck against Lazio, who won their sixth
league game in a row.

Bastos put Lazio ahead from a corner in the fourth
minute, Ciro Immobile added a second before the quar-
ter hour was up with his 14th league goal of the season
and Adam Marusic tapped in an Immobile cross to
make it 3-0 after 23 minutes.

Achraf Lazaar pulled one back in the 55th minute-
only Benevento’s fourth goal of the season - and the
basement club briefly threatened another, but further
goals from Marco Parolo and substitute Nani saw off
the danger. Nani’s goal was the first for the Portugal
forward since he joined on loan from Valencia in
August. Mirco Antenucci’s second-half goal gave SPAL
a 1-0 win over Genoa, pushing their rivals into the bot-
tom three, while Ante Budimir and Marcello Trotta
scored in a two-minute spell to set up Crotone’s 2-1
win over Fiorentina. — Reuters

Napoli restore 
Serie A lead, 
Benevento lose again

LAHORE: Pakistan marked the return of Sri Lanka with a
3-0 Twenty20 series whitewash yesterday, as officials
hoped it will help reestablish the country’s reputation for
hosting international cricket. The third and final Twenty20
match, which Pakistan comfortably won by 36 runs at
Gaddafi stadium in Lahore, was Sri Lanka’s first since their
team bus was attacked near the same venue in March
2009.  Those attacks, which left eight people dead and sev-
en Sri Lanka players and their staff injured, suspended
international cricket in Pakistan and forced them to play at
neutral venues of United Arab Emirates (UAE).  The first
two matches, which Pakistan won by seven and two wickets
respectively, were played in Abu Dhabi before Sri Lanka
flew to Lahore in a 24-hour fly in, fly out arrangement.

The match was the fourth international since the attack,
with Zimbabwe playing a five-match limited over series in
2015 followed by the final of Pakistan Super League and a
three-match Twenty20 series with World XI comprising of
players from seven countries-both this year.  Pakistan
Cricket Board chairman Najam Sethi dubbed the match
“historic”.  “This is historic because it marks the beginning
of a new era of international cricket in Pakistan,” said
Sethi. “This sends a big signal to the rest of the cricketing
nations that Pakistan is ready to host international cricket.”

Sri Lanka Cricket President Thilanag Sumathipala

vowed his board will not leave Pakistan in isolation. “We
are happy and privileged to be here to support Pakistan
cricket,” said Sumathipala. “It’s a wonderful cricketing
nation. Pakistan has done so much for world cricket and to
sports in general so we cannot leave them in isolation.”
However, a rampaging Pakistan side did not show any mer-
cy to their opponents as they piled up 180-3 in their 20
overs.  Shoaib Malik, the only player from both the sides to
have also featured in the fateful 2009 Lahore Test,
smashed a 24-ball 51 with five boundaries and two sixes.

He added 75 for the third wicket with Babar Azam (34
not out) in just 45 balls. Openers Umar Amin (37-ball 45
with a six and three boundaries) and Fakhar Zaman (27-
ball 31 with three fours) were the other contributors.  Pace
bowler Mohammad Amir, playing his first international
match before the home crowd after making his debut soon
after the terrorists’ attacks, finished with a career best 4-
13 as Sri Lanka managed 144-9 in 20 overs.  Only Dasun
Shanaka batted with aggression during a 36-ball 54 with
five boundaries and three sixes before he became one of
Faheem Ashraf’s two wickets.  This becomes Pakistan’s
second 3-0 whitewash in a Twenty20 series, having previ-
ously beaten the West Indies in UAE last year.

EXHILARATING SCENES  
Thousands of fans filled Gaddafi Stadium under intense

security, as the countries’ respective national anthems
were played before a capacity 23,000 crowd.

The city was adorned with pictures of the Sri Lankan
cricketers as fans  converged on the stadium hours before
the start of the match.  Fans applauded both the teams
before the start of the match and beat drums in an exhila-
rating atmosphere. Sethi hoped Sri Lanka’s return will be
followed by a three-match Twenty20 series with the world
champions, West Indies, next month, which is due to be
finalised in the next few days. — AFP

LAHORE: Pakistan’s cricket team members pose for photographs with the trophy after winning the third
and final T20 cricket match against Sri Lanka, at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium, in Lahore. — AFP

Pakistan mark 
S Lanka return 
with T20 win

BASEL: Home favourite Roger Federer claimed his eighth
Swiss Indoors title yesterday with a 6-7 (5/7), 6-4, 6-3
final defeat of Juan Martin del Potro. The 36-year-old
fought back from a set down to win the 95th ATP title of
his career, taking him clear above Ivan Lendl into second
on the all-time list behind Jimmy Connors’ mark of 109.

It was Federer’s first success against the Argentine in
a Basel final, after the South American beat him in both
2012 and 2013.  Federer’s victory boosts his hopes of tak-
ing the world number one spot from Rafael Nadal, with
the regular season ending next week at the Paris Masters,
followed by the year-ending ATP Finals in London.  The
19-time Grand Slam champion has now won a Tour-lead-
ing seven titles this season after beating Nadal in the
Shanghai Masters final a fortnight ago.  “Congratulations
to Juan Martin,” Federer said. “You’ve had a great run
since the US Open (when he beat Federer in the quarter-
finals) and before.  “I wish that I was able to play every
week like you have, it’s going to be difficult for me in the
future to do that.”

Del Potro will be playing for a fourth successive week
in Paris after coming back earlier in the season from wrist
problems, as he looks to snatch a late place for the eight-
man event in London.

The 29-year-old reached the Shanghai semi-finals and
won in Stockholm earlier this month before his run in
Basel. Federer lost only two sets during the week as he
improved his head-to-head record to 17-6 over del Potro,
with a third win in four matches against the former US
Open champion in 2017. “It’s unbelievable how well Roger
is playing,” said del Potro. “I hope to be in such shape
when I’m his age. But I doubt I will be.” Federer now
stands 49-4 overall this season. He will make a late deci-
sion whether to play the Paris Masters next week, depend-
ing on his fitness. — AFP

Federer downs 
del Potro for 
eighth Basel crown

BASEL: Switzerland’s Roger Federer kisses the
trophy after winning against Argentina’s Juan
Martin del Potro in their final tennis match.— AFP
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GIRONA: Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo falls to the ground as he tries to get through the Girona defence during the La Liga soccer match between Girona and Real Madrid. — AP

Anthony Joshua stops Takam in 10th 
round, retains heavyweight titles

Bellinger, Dodgers top Astros
6-2 to tie World Series two-all

India pip N Zealand in Kanpur 
thriller to clinch series1513 14
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Home side struck the woodwork twice before the break 

Real suffer shock defeat to Girona

GIRONA: La Liga champions Real Madrid suffered a
shock 2-1 defeat in their first ever league visit to
Catalan side Girona yesterday, conceding two goals in
quick succession and falling eight points behind leaders
Barcelona. Spain midfielder Isco tapped in a rebounded
shot from Cristiano Ronaldo to open the scoring in the
12th minute in Real Madrid’s first visit to Catalonia this
season amid the worst political crisis in Spain’s 39 years
of democracy. The home side struck the woodwork
twice before the break but rallied in the second half and
Uruguay international Christian Stuani fired them level
in the 54th minute.  Forward Portu then turned in the
winning goal four minutes later to the delight of the
13,500 fans crammed into the Montilivi stadium.

Stuani came within inches of scoring again midway

through the second half but a one-goal advantage was
enough to give Girona their third win in their first cam-
paign in the top flight and inflict a
second league defeat on Zinedine
Zidane’s side.

Real are third in the standings on
20 points, four behind second-
placed Valencia while unbeaten
leaders Barca have 28. Although
Real Madrid have many supporters
in Catalonia, they are viewed as the
club that most representative of
Spain and the arrival of the team
bus at Montilivi was greeted with a
smattering of boos and pro-Catalan independence

flags. The political heat intensified two days before
their visit when the region’s ruling party declared inde-

pendence from Spain
and the central govern-
ment responded by dis-
solving the Catalan par-
liament.

Deposed president
Carles Puigdemont is
from Girona province
but did not make an
appearance, despite
reports he would be in
the presidential box as

he was for the game with Barcelona in September.

Despite the political undertones, the atmosphere was
no more intimidating for Madrid than any other Liga
ground and they were cheered on by hundreds of sup-
porters who mixed with the home fans without any
trouble. Pablo Maffeo, the Manchester City loanee who
gained fame for his man-marking job on Lionel Messi,
provided the first flash point of the game when his
searching cross from the right wing pinged off the far
post. The ball remained in play and Madrid surged up
the other end where Ronaldo fired at Girona goalkeep-
er Yassine Bounou and Isco was ideally placed to tap
in the rebound. Girona’s fighting spirit could not be
crushed, however, and they staged an incredible turn-
around to record arguably the most significant win in
their 87-year history. — Reuters

Real third in 
the standings 
on 20 points

SINGAPORE: Former world number one
Caroline Wozniacki ended her career-long
jinx against Venus Williams in spectacular
style to lift the WTA Finals trophy for the first
time yesterday.

The Dane had won just one set from seven
harrowing defeats to Williams but she turned
the tables with a 6-4, 6-4 victory in 89 min-
utes at the Singapore Indoor Stadium.
Wozniacki had some nervy moments after
37-year-old Williams, the tournament’s oldest
ever finalist, clawed her way back from 0-5
down in the second set.

But she kept her cool to seal victory with a

backhand down the line, throwing her racquet
into the air and holding her hands to her face
in disbelief. “I am so happy I managed to win
in the end,” Wozniacki said. “Eight is my lucky
number. If I was going to beat her (Williams)
once in my career, it had to be today. 

“It is really sweet, I couldn’t be happier
right now.” Wozniacki has been in brilliant,
aggressive form in Singapore, beating Elina
Svitolina and Simona Halep at the group
stage and Karolina Pliskova in the semi-finals.

After an even start, she seized control of
the final by breaking four straight times
across the sets to lead 5-0 in the second set.
But with the title in her sights, Wozniacki was
unable to serve it out in the seventh game and
the ninth, when Williams produced an
astounding crosscourt winner to win her
fourth straight game.

But Wozniacki finally triumphed in the 10th
game with her backhand winner to celebrate
in style.  Williams, 37, looked increasingly
weary as the match wore on after playing a
gruelling, three-set semi-final against
Caroline Garcia on Saturday.

In a contrast of styles, counter-puncher

Wozniacki tried to extend the rallies while her
big-hitting opponent attempted to shorten
points through sheer power and rushes to the
net. Wozniacki broke three times in the first
set and took a one-set lead when Williams
played a loose service game at 4-5 down-just
she second set she had ever conceded to the
Dane. Wozniacki, in her first WTA Finals since
2014, flourished in Singapore, with a tough
three-set defeat to Caroline Garcia her only
slip-up. 

It completed a stellar comeback season for
the two-time Grand Slam finalist, who
endured an injury-marred 2016 and finished
ranked number 19, her lowest position since
2007. Williams was denied a 50th career tri-
umph and first for the year, having finished
runner-up at the Australian Open and
Wimbledon. She will remain the world num-
ber five after playing in her first WTA Finals
since 2009.

Earlier, world number three pairing Timea
Babos and Andrea Hlavackova won the WTA
Finals doubles title on debut with a 4-6, 6-4,
10-5 comeback victory over Kiki Bertens and
Johanna Larsson. — AFP

Wozniacki ends 
Williams jinx to 
win WTA Finals

SINGAPORE: Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark lifts the trophy
after winning against Venus Williams of the US during the WTA
Finals single tennis tournament. — AFP



Tijari reports
operating 
income of 
KD 110.9m for 
9 months of 2017
KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait
announced its financial results for the nine
months period of 2017. Commenting on the
financial results, Ali Al-Mousa the bank’s chair-
man said that the bank’s total assets reached
KD 4,369.8 million at the end of September
2017 compared with KD 4,047.0 million at the
end of September 2016 (an increase of KD
322.8 million a growth of 8 percent), and oper-
ating income increased to reach KD 110.9 mil-
lion from KD 104.5 million for the September
2016 (an increase of KD 6.4 million a growth of
6.1 percent). Net operating income (before
provisions) for the nine months period ended
30th September 2017 is KD 75 million and net
profit is KD 14.5 million compared with KD
74.5 million and KD 27.5 million respectively
for September 2016.

Al-Mousa explained that the Bank wit-
nessed a growth in the interest income by 9.7
percent and fee income by 7.2 percent for the

period ending
September 2017.
Al-Mousa attrib-
uted the decline in
net profits to the
continuation of the
bank’s conservative
policy of using the
bulk of the operat-
ing profit to
enhance its precau-
tionary provision
base. At the end of
September 2017,
these provisions amounted to KD 136.3 million
coverage of 1,117 percent against non-per-
forming loans (NPL). In addition to continuing
the Bank’s policy to write off non-performing
loans, without waiving any of the Bank’s legal
rights, in order to clean up the loan portfolio
and reduce the ratio of non-performing loans;
as the Bank continues to maintain a lower NPL
ratio which reached 0.52 percent as at the end
of September 2017. 

Al-Mousa referred to the other strong
financial indicators at the end of September
2017 where capital adequacy ratio stood at
18.71  percent, the leverage ratio stood at 11.2
percent, liquidity coverage ratio stood at 224
percent and Net Stable Funding Ratio stood at
113.9 percent, these ratios comfortably exceed-
ing the minimum requirement set by the
Central Bank of Kuwait.  The bank continued to
control its operational costs. The cost to
income ratio was 32.4 percent as at 30
September 2017.

London house-buyers get 
a lift from Brexit jitters

Positivity surrounds the 
US economy, dollar jumps

New iPhone brings face 
recognition to the masses2218 19

MADRID: Xavier Gabriel can take some credit if
the tiny Catalan mountain town of Sort is one of
the most famous in Spain. He runs a lottery shop
called La Bruja de Oro, or The Golden Witch, in a
town whose name, aptly, means “Luck” in
Catalan. Its fortune in having sold many prize-
winning tickets has made it a household name
and a successful online business.

But the crisis surrounding Catalonia’s push for
independence has changed life for 60-year-old
Gabriel. He joined more than 1,500 companies in
moving their official headquarters out of the
wealthy region in recent weeks. Their main fear:
that they would no longer be covered by Spanish
and European Union laws if Catalonia manages
to break away, dragging their businesses into
unknown territory.

“The time had come to make a decision,” said
Gabriel, who employs 16 people and describes
himself as a proud Catalan.

Like Gabriel’s, the vast majority of companies

that moved their headquarters didn’t transfer
workers or assets, such as bank holdings or pro-
duction equipment. So far, it’s mainly a form of
legal insurance. But as the political crisis
escalates, the risk is that companies are
deferring investments and hiring. There is
evidence that tourists are holding off
booking, perhaps frightened by images in
the media of police crackdowns, street
demonstrations and strikes.

And the situation risks getting worse
before it improves: the central govern-
ment’s decision on Friday to take control
of the region could spiral out of control if
there is popular resistance, whether by
citizens or local authorities like the
Catalan police force.

“There is absolutely no doubt that the
crisis is having a very damaging effect on the
economy,” said Javier Diaz Gimenez, an econom-
ics professor at Spain’s prestigious IESE

Business School. Financial markets in Spain have
so far fallen only modestly, reflecting investors’
apparent belief that the tensions will eventually

be resolved. The Spanish government has called
a regional election in Catalonia for Dec. 21 and
could later consider revisions to the constitution

that might placate some of the independence
supporters. But that could take some time, Diaz
Gimenez says, given how confrontational both

sides have been. The list of businesses
moving headquarters includes
Catalonia’s top two banks, Caixabank
and Sabadell, which are among Spain’s
top five lenders. 

Then there is the Codorniu cava
sparkling wine maker for which
Catalonia is famous. Another well-
known cava maker, Freixenet, is also
planning to follow if the independence
drive continues. Publishing giant Planeta,
the world’s leading Spanish-language
publisher and second biggest publisher
in France, has also moved its official
address out of Catalonia. 

Caixabank says it suffered a “moderate” but
temporary run on deposits because of the crisis,
but said it has since recovered and was adamant

the move was permanent. Shares for Caixabank,
Sabadell and some other companies have been
volatile, falling after the Oct. 1 vote for independ-
ence and jumping sharply when they announced
their decision to move headquarters. Lottery
shop owner Gabriel says ticket sales this month
are up nearly 300 percent on last year, a rise he
attributed to popular support for his decision to
move his business.

Diaz Gimenez said the decisions to move
headquarters, while not immediately affecting
jobs, were “just the tip of the iceberg.” “Plans to
relocate firms or invest elsewhere are going to
accelerate and some of it is going to go to, say,
Poland, and it’s never going to come back,” he
said. “People that were thinking about investing
in Spain and Barcelona are starting to think
again,” he said. “It’s not just Catalonia. It’s the
mismanagement by Spain, which is proving that
it’s not a serious country because it cannot
solve this thing.” — AP

For economies, no winners from Catalan standoff

Tourism industry reeling from Spanish crisis
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BARCELONA: People react on Friday as they watch the parliament session on a huge screen during a rally outside the Catalan parliament in Barcelona, Spain. Pro-independence Catalans are cheering the
regional parliament’s declaration of secession from Spain, a country they don’t regard as their own. — AP

BEIJING: Chinese billionaires are boasting
about their Marxist bonafides. The Communist
Party is tightening its grip on state-owned com-
panies. And foreign companies are being asked
to invite party cells into their offices.  Under
President Xi Jinping, the country’s ruling party is
muscling back into business, expanding its reach
in private enterprise and even laying out a plan
for the government to take stakes in high-profile
tech and media companies. 

With a stronger mandate after receiving a
second term as head of the party Wednesday, Xi
plans to deepen its control in “all areas of
endeavor in every part of the country”, as he
told leaders in a three-and-a-half hour speech
last week. In September, the Chinese Communist
Party released a new document on entrepre-
neurship calling in part to strengthen teaching of
“socialist core values” to the new generation of
entrepreneurs.

It is a significant change for the CCP, which
has long had a fraught relationship with the
business world.  Since kicking off economic
reforms in the late 1970s, Beijing has allowed
private enterprises a free rein in many sectors,
while slowly loosening its grip on the state-

owned sector, which comprises “strategic”
industries such as steel and telecommunications.
“Key technology used to be controlled by state-
owned companies and the party focused on
those companies,” said Mark Natkin, managing
director at technology consultancy Marbridge
Consulting. But “as private enterprise has grown
stronger and become heavily woven into society,
there is greater desire by the party to be
involved”. China’s capitalists are getting on
board as the state has taken a bigger role in
picking winners and a harder line against those
perceived to be defying the party’s aims.  This
year, a few business icons have disappeared, and
others like Wang Jianlin, chairman of entertain-
ment conglomerate Dalian Wanda, have faced
immense pressure from regulators over the
build-up of debt at their companies.  

Listening to Xi’s speech, “I was overwhelmed
by emotions,” Wang told the state-run Beijing
News.  “As a Chinese, I’ve never been so proud.”
The sentiment was echoed by other titans of
industry like Jack Ma of Alibaba, Zhang Jindong
of Suning, and Liu Chuanzhi of Lenovo, who told
Beijing News the party will unite the people to
“realize grand dreams”.

To celebrate Xi’s address Tencent, China’s
largest tech company, created an online game
for the masses to applaud the nation’s president
which has racked up 1.4 billion claps. 

The app’s release followed a report in the
Wall Street Journal that the Chinese state is
looking to take a one percent stake and gain a
board seat at the company, along with other
major internet companies.

The party has already moved to strengthen
control at state-owned enterprises, with dozens
of publicly traded companies in Hong Kong
rewriting their business charters this year to for-

malize the shift. From plants in southern China,
Guangzhou Automobile Group pumps out Honda
Odysseys, Toyota Camrys and Jeep Renegades
in partnership with foreign automakers. In July,
the carmaker revised its business charter.  The
CCP constitution was written into the document,
according to filings.  Major board decisions are
now made after first consulting the company’s
party committee. 

“When the board appoints high level execu-
tives, the party committee will deliberate and
give opinions and suggestions on the candi-
dates,” a filing said. 

Investment fund Blackrock, which holds a 7
percent stake in the company, declined to com-
ment on how it voted on these changes. A
spokeswoman for Guangzhou Automobile Group
said the changes were made to “meet party
building requirements” and in accordance with
business regulations. — AFP

Business leaders 
bow to Xi as 
Communist 
Party pushes in 

Ali Al-Mousa

Markets 
decline 

modestly

BEIJING: Women walk by a poster featuring
Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing. — AP



Investors fuel a 
multibillion-dollar 
ride-sharing frenzy
SAN FRANCISCO: Investors including Japan’s
SoftBank and Google-parent Alphabet are fueling a
drive to a ride-sharing future, betting on startups
such as industry giants Uber and Lyft which have so
far failed to deliver profits. The frenzied pace of
investment suggests optimism over a new model that
has disrupted local taxi and transport operations
around the globe.

A recent Goldman Sachs study projected that the
worldwide ride-sharing market could grow eight-fold
by the year 2030, reaching $285 billion annually.

Lyft, which is Uber’s main rival in the United
States, raised a billion dollars in a recent investment
round led by an investment arm of Alphabet. That
means the Google parent now has investments in
both Uber and Lyft. Meanwhile Uber’s board of
directors has approved a plan that opens the door to
a colossal investment by Japanese telecommunica-
tions giant SoftBank.

Another  major  p layer  in  the sector, Didi
Chuxing in China, bought Uber’s operations in that
country last year and has invested in Lyft and
India’s Ola as well.

Didi has become Asia’s most valuable startup,
worth some $50 billion based on a recent funding
round. Uber’s new chief executive has vowed to take
the company, valued privately at nearly $70 billion,
public with a stock market debut by the year 2019.
Lyft, with a valuation near $11 billion, is reported to
be mulling a strategy to also go public. —AFP
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.664
Indian Rupees 4.655
Pakistani Rupees 2.876
Srilankan Rupees 1.966
Nepali Rupees 2.920
Singapore Dollar 223.520
Hongkong Dollar 38.849
Bangladesh Taka 3.681
Philippine Peso 5.858
Thai Baht 9.141

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.091
Qatari Riyal 83.331
Omani Riyal 787.942
Bahraini Dinar 805.630
UAE Dirham 82.605

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 19.500
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 17.090
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.218
Tunisian Dinar 132.500
Jordanian Dinar 427.830
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.021
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.672

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.200

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Euro 359.140
Sterling Pound 402.040
Canadian dollar 240.600
Turkish lira 81.950
Swiss Franc 307.660
Australian Dollar 235.890
US Dollar Buying 302.000

GOLD
20 Gram 249.070
10 Gram 127.450
5 Gram 64.570

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 302.600
Canadian Dollar 236.995
Sterling Pound 398.745
Euro 352.840
Swiss Frank 303.565
Bahrain Dinar 803.125
UAE Dirhams 82.775
Qatari Riyals 83.600
Saudi Riyals 81.550
Jordanian Dinar 428.080
Egyptian Pound 17.185
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.971
Indian Rupees 4.653
Pakistani Rupees 2.870
Bangladesh Taka 3.713
Philippines Pesso 5.838
Cyprus pound 18.006

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.392551 0.402551
Czech Korune 0.005775 0.017775
Danish Krone 0.043443 0.048443
Euro 0. 347427 0.356427
Georgian Lari 0.135201 0.135201
Norwegian Krone 0.033201 0.038401
Romanian Leu 0.065001 0.081851
Russian ruble 0.005276 0.005276
Slovakia 0.009060 0.019060
Swedish Krona 0.032311 0.037311
Swiss Franc 0.298219 0.309219

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.225195 0.237195
New Zealand Dollar 0.202967 0.212467

America
Canadian Dollar 0.231879 0.240879
US Dollars 0.299450 0.303870
US Dollars Mint 0.299950 0.303870

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003316 0.003900
Chinese Yuan 0.044248 0.047748
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036927 0.039677
Indian Rupee 0.004241 0.004929
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002585 0.002765
Korean Won 0.000259 0.000274
Malaysian Ringgit 0.067851 0.073851
Nepalese Rupee 0.003029 0.003199
Pakistan Rupee 0.002693 0.002983
Philippine Peso 0.005789 0.006089
Singapore Dollar 0.217031 0.227031
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001633 0.002213
Taiwan 0.010029 0.010209
Thai Baht 0.008784 0.009334

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.798177 0.806677
Egyptian Pound 0.014256 0.020164
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000207 0.000267
Jordanian Dinar 0.423533 0.432533
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000156 0.000256
Moroccan Dirhams 0.022028 0.046028
Omani Riyal 0.782123 0.787803
Qatar Riyal 0.079088 0.084028
Saudi Riyal 0.079860 0.081160
Syrian Pound 0.001287 0.001507
Tunisian Dinar 0.118612 0.126612
Turkish Lira 0.075393 0.085693
UAE Dirhams 0.081220 0.082920
Yemeni Riyal 0.000987 0.001067

Japanese Yen 3.650
Syrian Pound 1.590
Nepalese Rupees 2.910
Malaysian Ringgit 72.275
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.945
Thai Bhat 10.080
Turkish Lira 79.610

LONDON: At 24, Londoner Kai Brader-Tan did not
expect to become a property owner so soon in a city
where rocketing prices in recent years have prevented
many of his peers from getting onto the housing ladder.
But the Brexit vote may have given him a step up. A
graduate in Chinese and economics now working for a
sportswear company, Brader-Tan has bought his first-
ever flat in south London’s gentrifying Brixton area. “It’s
been a fortunate turn of events,” he told AFP, explaining
that a drop in the asking price from £550,000 to
£500,000 finally helped clinch the deal.

The capital’s housing sector has been affected by a
decline in investment from abroad which many experts
have blamed on last
year’s Brexit referen-
dum. London house
prices may be more than
double the national
average, but are now
growing more slowly
than in any other region
in the country-the first
time in 10 years that this
has happened.

One report last month
even showed them
falling. A rise in inflation
to three percent and the
quarter-point increase in interest rates projected for
November could bring down prices even more.

‘The B-word’ 
But there is little cause for celebration among devel-

opers, estate agents and investors. The jitters about
Brexit were palpable at the MIPIM UK property con-
ference in London this month.

“The B-Word is the real concern,” said Paul
Steward, a strategist at Barings investment manage-
ment firm.

“The hike in rates is tiny and we think this inflation is
a blip. We’re more worried about the downward eco-

nomic trend overall,” he said. Martijn Vos, portfolio
manager for European investments at Dutch financial
services group APG, agreed.

“The issue is not so much interest rates and inflation,
but the EU referendum,” Vos said. Once the uncertain-
ties surrounding the Brexit process have been settled,
“we can see how to deal with the other factors.”
Foreign investors have been examining the fall in the
average property price by 0.6 percent year-on-year in
the last three months-the first such decline since 2005,
according to data gathered by Nationwide, the UK’s
largest mortgage provider.

Foreign investment fears  
Just weeks before the

UK voted to leave the
European Union in June
2016, London’s housing
market was comfortably
ahead of the rest of the
country in terms of
growth, official statistics
show.

But by the end of the
month, London was no
longer the fastest-grow-
ing region, and the capi-
tal has not recovered its

crown since.
Foreign direct investment into UK property plum-

meted from a five-year-high of £214 million (241 million
euros, $280 million) in the third quarter of 2016 to £77
million in the second quarter of 2017. 

“In central London, investment has been dominated
by foreign high-net wealth... and this has sort of satu-
rated,” said Kim Politzer, director of European
Research at investment manager Invesco Real Estate.

In addition to the fears surrounding Brexit, Chinese
capital controls and British legislation making buy-to-
let investments more expensive have contributed to the
slow-down.

A tale of two cities
Away from the prime real estate in the city centre, soft-

ening demand is only indirectly linked to Brexit, says
Nationwide’s chief economist, Robert Gardner.

Admittedly, the nosedive taken by the pound since
Britain voted to leave the European Union has made the
average basket of goods more expensive and reduced con-
sumers’ purchasing power. But a more deep-rooted prob-
lem is the failure of wages to keep up with house-price

inflation over the last few years, says Gardner. “Affordability
metrics in London are just far more stretched,” he explains.
“The cost of servicing a typical mortgage for a typical first-
time buyer in London is 57 percent of take home pay on a
standardised measure, whereas nationally it’s around 30
percent.” Some young buyers like Braden-Tan are benefit-
ing from the dip in the market. But he admits the “uncertain-
ty” surrounding Brexit makes it is impossible to predict
whether his investment will pay off in the future. —AFP

London house-buyers get 
a lift from Brexit jitters

Housing sector hit by investment drop from abroad

LONDON: This file photo taken on August 13, 2017 shows estate agents’ “for sale” boards stands outside
a residential building in London. The capital’s housing sector has been affected by a decline in invest-
ment from abroad which many experts have blamed on last year’s Brexit referendum.  —AFP

FDI into UK 
property 

plummets

Bayt.com weekly Report

25 job roles 
companies are 
heavily searching for
Buzzword of the day: ‘Jobs’. In all fairness, it’s the buzz-
word every day. Whether it is how to find a job in anoth-
er country, or how to find a job by horoscope, interest,
degree, et cetera, it is in the forefront of every employ-
able adult’s mind. 

Finding a job is not as easy as one might think. In
fact, it could almost qualify as a job in of itself. Those
who use or are familiar with Bayt.com, the Middle East’s
#1 job site, will already know that you can apply for a
whopping 10,000+ jobs on any given day. However, to
help you further, Bayt.com’s CV search technology pro-
vides another way for companies who are looking to
hire to find you, enabling them to search, contact and
hire candidates directly without making a job posting in
the first place. 

One of the essentials of searching for employees is
the use of keywords. Both the person searching, as
well as the person who wants to be ‘found’ has to
know all about keywords. Just ask the SEO (search
engine optimization) experts out there and they’ll tell
you how important keywords are in the matching
process. It is how CV Search works and how you can
find your next job!

To assist you in optimizing your CV with the most
common keywords, Bayt.com has compiled a list of the
most used keywords, which correspond directly with the
most in demand, hot and trendy job roles.

With over 12,400 keywords being regularly to search
for employees, here are the top 25 most used keywords

that will increase your chances of being viewed and con-
tacted by employers from all over the Middle East:

25. Business Development
24. Construction
23. Supervisor 
22. Electrical
21. Recruitment
20. Officer
19. Civil
18. Design
17. Procurement
16. Mechanical
15. Development
14. Business
13. IT
12. Secretary
11. Executive
10. Assistant
9. Project
8. Project Manager
7. Finance
6. Marketing
5. HR 
4. Accountant 
3. Engineer 
2. Manager
1. Sales 

How and where to use keywords
For anyone looking for a job, it is recommended to

use as many relevant keywords as possible in all forms of
marketing communications. That is to say your CV, cover
letter, profile and interview follow-up letter should be
enriched with keywords that demonstrate your fit for
whatever job you are applying for. Your documents
should also ideally communicate a message capturing
who you are as a person, as a professional and what
added value and knowledge you can bring to the table.
Remember, employers are oftentimes (if not always)

more interested in what they can get from you and not
what you will gain from working for them. 

But you should also go beyond the categorical key-
words and those that directly reflect the ‘job role’. You
should take a look at what keywords would suit your
field, your interests, and your potential job description,
and enrich your profile based on that. 

How do keywords and “Profile Visibility” work?
Here’s the scenario I want you to imagine. Let’s say

there’s an employer out there, working at x company,
and they decide they needs to hire a Digital Marketing
Specialist. What they will do on their end is use
Bayt.com’s CV search and type in the search query. In
this instance, our unnamed employer types in “Digital
marketing and social media” in the search box before
hitting enter.

What happens next is that based on those keywords,
the relevant job seeker profiles will appear in a list in
front of them, enabling the employer to pick and choose
freely for further screening and, eventually, hiring. In
other words, if you have a Bayt.com profile and it con-
tains the keywords that the employer is searching for,
then you will appear in the search results, too, and be
listed among the candidates they will consider for their
job openings. 

However, you should bear in mind that the employer
can set additional filters when searching for job seekers,
based on their own requirements and hiring needs. These
filters could be a certain number of years of experience,
the location of the candidate, the candidate’s degree,
how ‘fresh’ their CV is and more. That means that in
addition to the specific search criteria, the filters the
employer chooses will also determine which profiles
appear in the search results and be considered for job
opportunities. So, what you should do is ensure your
application hosts a wealth of keywords relevant to both
your experience and the job you are targeting. 



S Africa economy 
in dire straits as 
political stakes rise
JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s finance minister
received some faint praise last week - not for the econ-
omy’s performance, but for admitting the country is in a
dire position that is set to get worse. Malusi Gigaba
delivered a mid-term budget that laid bare South
Africa’s struggle with slow growth, tax income short-
falls, rising debt and high unemployment.

The daunting challenges recently caused business
confidence to dip to the lowest level since the apartheid
era-reflecting wider fears that the achievements of the
new, democratic South Africa are turning to dust.
Gigaba’s budget statement on Wednesday slashed the
GDP growth forecast for 2017 from 1.3 percent to just
0.7 percent, and revealed that by 2020, 15 percent of
government revenue would be eaten up by debt repay-
ment. Much of the criticism has been aimed at President
Jacob Zuma, who is accused of enriching a new corrupt
elite rather than helping the poverty-stricken black

majority. “President Zuma is unlikely to pursue any real
reforms that would reverse the very negative sentiment
amongst investors and consumers,” London-based
Eurasia analyst, Darias Jonker told AFP.

“Gigaba is being more honest about the scale of the
problem as he wants to put distance between himself
and an increasingly unpopular Zuma.” 

‘All its gory detail’ 
But Jonker warned that Gigaba’s budget “did not

offer a tangible solution for getting out of the low-
growth trap,” and added that the ruling ANC party
could lose in the 2019 election as urban voters feel the
pinch. In his speech to parliament, Gigaba vowed not to
“sugar-coat” the state of the economy and said that
“the period ahead is not going to be an easy one”. The
Business Day newspaper said he had “set out the situa-
tion in all its gory detail”, describing the lowered GDP
forecast as the moment that “the whole fiscal ship
begins to wobble” for Africa’s most industrialized
economy. South Africa lost its investment-grade credit
rating in March when two major ratings agencies down-
graded its sovereign debt to junk status following the
sacking of Gigaba’s respected predecessor, Pravin
Gordhan. The latest budget figures sharply increased
the likelihood of further downgrades that would lead to
the withdrawal of more foreign investment, higher bor-
rowing costs and rising inflation. —AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB) reported a net
profit for the period ended 30 September 2017, amounting
to KD 13.5 million, and earnings per share of 14.42 fils.  In
this context, Chairman of KIB, Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah
Al-Sabah, said: “Since the launch of KIB’s comprehensive
strategic plan two years ago, the bank remains committed
to its implementation, which follows a carefully-detailed
growth strategy amidst the various economic and financial
challenges facing the region currently.”

Al-Jarrah noted that it is KIB’s unwavering commitment
that has led to achieving this exceptional financial per-
formance, as the Bank witnessed a growth in the overall
financing portfolio of 5 percent, which is an increase of KD
60 million to reach KD 1.3 billion, compared to KD 1.25
billion for the same peri-
od of last year. Moreover,
the Bank’s investment
portfolio increased by 18
percent to reach KD 84
million, compared to the
same period last year.

In addition, customer
deposits increased by 5
percent to reach a total of
KD 1.2 billion, compared
to KD 1.1 billion recorded
during to the same period
last year, which repre-
sents a growth of KD 51
million. In accordance with the Central Bank of Kuwait’s
regulations concerning Basel III, KIB continued to report
high levels of capital adequacy ratio, as capital adequacy
ratio reached 19.8 percent. The financial leverage ratio was
10.7 percent at the end of the third quarter of 2017.
Meanwhile, the annualized gross profit rate of Boushra
(three years) and Arzaq Deposits in Kuwaiti Dinars
increased during the third quarter of 2017 to reach 3.25
percent and 2.7 percent respectively.  Additionally, the
annualized net profit rate of savings account in Kuwaiti
dinar offered 1.62 percent at the end of the third quarter of

2017, which is the highest return rate in Kuwait distributed
by a savings account on a quarterly basis.

In a statement commenting on the Bank’s latest financial
results, Al-Jarrah said: “Our strategy aims at achieving an
all-inclusive improvement on all levels, focusing primarily
on developing our Islamic banking offerings, and the suc-
cess of this strategy continues to reflect positively across
all key performance indicators. Over the past few years,
KIB has cemented its position as a leading national finan-
cial institution, providing cutting-edge banking solutions
that meet the diverse needs of the market. Additionally,
KIB has continued to actively play a role in supporting
national economic growth and development, as we contin-
ue to works towards achieving our ultimate goal of

becoming the ‘Islamic
Bank of Choice’.”

Al-Jarrah added that
today, the Islamic banking
sector in Kuwait continues
to face heavy competition.
For that reason, KIB is
focusing on rolling out the
third phase of its strategic
plan, which focuses prima-
rily on boosting its com-
petitive edge within the
banking sector. The Bank
is also dedicated to pro-
viding high-quality, pro-

gressive Sharia-compliant banking services and products
through keeping up with the latest developments in the
banking industry. Most recently, the Bank introduced the
first-of-its-kind Visual IVR service, enabling smart phone
customers to enjoy a more visual banking experience
through video.

At the end of his statement, Al-Jarrah noted that within
the past year KIB has garnered a number of prestigious
local, regional, and international awards further enhancing
to its already impressive collection of industry awards and
recognitions. The most recent of these achievements

include the “Best Strategic
Vision in Banking” Award at
the 2017 Arab Banks Awards
& Commendations of
Excellence ceremony, which
was organized by the World
Union of Arab Bankers
(WUAB) in Beirut.
Additionally, the Bank
received the “Best Change
Management - Kuwait”
Award by The Banker Middle
East. Most recently, KIB was
awarded the ‘Excellence in
Development of Islamic
Banking Services’ award by

the Union of Arab Banks (UAB) in recognition of the
Bank’s outstanding efforts to continuously develop its
banking products and services, promote Islamic banking,
serve the local community, as well as its customers. 

Kuwait International Bank (KIB) is a bank that operates
according to the Islamic sharia, based in the State of
Kuwait.  Incorporated in 1973, and originally known as
Kuwait Real Estate Bank, KIB made the transition to its
current Islamic operating model in 2007. 

Today, KIB is a full service Bank operating through a
network of 26 branches spread across the State of Kuwait,
and offering a broad range of banking products, services
and solutions in accordance with the principles of the
Islamic sharia. The Bank’s mission and vision also encom-
passes a leading social responsibility program that aims at
supporting every member of Kuwait’s society by spear-
heading a multitude of initiatives and activities. In 2015,
KIB embarked on a comprehensive strategic plan, aimed at
improving the Bank’s performance indicators, as well as
enhancing the quality of its products and services. The
three-pronged strategy focuses on propelling the Bank to
the forefront of the Kuwaiti banking sector and setting it
on a solid path to becoming the “Islamic Bank of Choice”
in the market. 
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Financing 
receivables 

increase 
by 5% 

KIB achieves KD 13.5m net 
profit for 9 months of 2017 

Customer deposits increase by 5% to reach KD 1.2 billion

Sheikh Mohammed
Jarrah Al-Sabah

CBK announces 
winners  of 
Al-Najma draw
KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait held the daily draw
on “Al-Najma Account” yesterday at the Bank’s Head
Office to select 5 winners to win a cash prize of KD 7000
for each. The draw was held in the presence of Latifa Al-
Jea’an, representative of the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry. The following names were announced as winners
of the prizes:

1.  Fabi Mohyi Aldin Koya
2.  Lujain Abdulrazaq Al Ashwak
3.  Mohammad Ashraf Mohammad Shareef Baqleh
4.  Abdelrahim Sulaiman Ishag Mohammad
5.  Hussam Abdulrahman Al Bassam
Al-Najma Account allows its customers to win a daily

prize of KD 7000 which is the highest daily prize in
Kuwait. In addition, the Account offers quarterly draws
that provide customers with opportunity to get their
dreams turned to reality by winning great prizes starting
from KD 100,000 for the first quarter escalating there-
after by KD 50,000 for each quarter to reach KD
250,000 in the last quarter. Customers can enjoy addition-
al benefits including obtaining ATM card and a credit card
against the customer’s account along with enjoying all oth-

er banking services. The Bank congratulates all the lucky
winners and draws their attention that the cash prizes will
be credited into their accounts with the Bank. Further, the
Bank appreciates the Ministry of Commerce & Industry’s
significant role and its continuous cooperation and effec-
tive supervision on the draw that was smoothly and trans-
parently organized. 

JOHANNESBURG: Tunnels coursing
through the bowels of the earth under the
city of Johannesburg contain precious
treasure-copper cables that are being
stripped out and smuggled as far away as
Asia. As in many other parts of the world,
copper cable theft is not new in South
Africa, but lately it has reached an unprece-
dented scale.

A recent brazen theft knocked out power
and plunged the central business district of
Johannesburg, the economic hub, into dark-
ness, largely paralysing business for 10
straight days.

It is estimated that nearly half of the
power outages in the city are caused by
cable theft. “In 2004, about four percent of
all outages were due to cable theft, and
now it is 40 (percent),” said Louis Pieterse,
a director of the City Power utility company.
Last month’s raid saw 32 kilometres (20
miles) of cables being ripped out, stolen or
damaged, leaving the city with a 45-million-

rand ($3.2- million, 2.7-million-euro) bill in
repairs. The damage was so severe that it
took two-and-half days before technicians
could safely navigate down the hot and
smoky underground tunnels.

Dangerous 
The burglary tactics are shockingly dan-

gerous. Thieves set fire to a portion of the
cables, triggering a short circuit which trips
the power and allows them to tear the rest
down and cart it away.

Cables thieves work for “sophisticated
gangs” and “mafias”, according to metal
expert Rens Bindeman.

They have organized themselves into
networks of metal spotters, cutters, trans-
porters and even run an informal “training
center” near Johannesburg. While stolen
copper was traditionally sold to scrap metal
dealers for recycling, now the gangs also
operate from remote farms, equipped with
copper-melting plants. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: City Power contractors working underground in
Johannesburg, South Africa prepare to pull through new power
cabling as it is fed to them from an above ground site. — AFP

Positivity 
surrounds the
US economy
KUWAIT: Last week, the US dollar appreciat-
ed against most of its major counterparts as the
majority of economic data released exceeded
expectations. US third quarter GDP to jobless
claims, durable goods, new-home sales and
PMI indices were better than expected, yet the
positive indicators were not the only reason
behind the greenback’s appreciation. The
House of Representatives was able to make
substantial progress on tax reform by passing
the budget, clearing the way for the Republican
Party to release a draft of the tax bill in a
weeks’ time. This paves the way for the
Republican-led congress to have the bill intro-
duced, debated and approved by the end of
November. 

The Dollar found further support following
the recent Japanese elections which resulted in
a landslide victory for Shinzo Abe, indicating an
extension to the Bank of Japan’s currently
adopted loose monetary policy. What further
fueled the monetary divergence trade, was the
European Central Bank’s announcement.
Although the ECB reduced its QE by half and
acknowledged the recent improvements in the
economy, the bank made it clear that interest
rates will not be increased and will stay at cur-
rent levels well past the end of QE, longer than
expected by the market.

On the currency front, the dollar appreciat-
ed by 1.33 percent over the course of last week.
The dollar index started the week at 93.825 and
managed to reach 95.150, a 3 month high. The
currency closed the week at 94.612.

The euro lost ground to the bull run of the
dollar, opening the week at 1.1775 yet continu-

ously appreciated to reach a high of 1.1837
amid increased expectations of monetary poli-
cy tapering ahead of Thursday’s ECB meeting.
However, the dovish view of the ECB with
regards to policy rates caused the single cur-
rency to plunge and close the week at 1.1608.

The cable traded in a relatively narrow
range opening the week at 1.3179. The Sterling
lost ground to the dollar rally last week reach-
ing a low of 1.3070, yet the pair was supported
by the probability of an interest rate in the
November meeting which is at 88 percent. The
currency closed the week at 1.3127.

The Japanese yen opened the week at
113.87 and had a volatile trading week due to
the widening divergence of monetary policy
between the BOJ and other major central
banks. The pair reached a high of 114.32 as
investors turned away from the currency after
the re-election of Shinzo Abe who is expected
to continue the loose monetary policy. 

Regarding commodities, oil prices are
recovering as global demand increases and
economic growth in China and the US is pick-
ing up. Thus, we have seen oil prices soar by
1.89 percent as West Texas closed the week at
$53.90 per barrel. On the other hand, gold
prices took a hit as equities continued to rally
and outperform the market closing the week at
$1272.60.

Housing market
New home sales in the US surprisingly

climbed in September to the highest level since
2007 as activity fast-tracked in the southern
states after hurricanes Harvey and Irma. Single-
family home sales rose by 18.9 percent m/m to
667k annualized pace. While the report showed
particular strength in the US South, possibly a
reflection of increased demand following the
storms, sales were firm in other parts of the
country. A steady job market and low mortgage
costs will help keep the housing recovery on
track. The median sales price appreciated to 1.6
percent y/y to $319,700. 

US durable goods orders
Durable goods orders were enhanced by

Boeing aircraft orders, while the core rose 0.7
percent m/m in September, up from August and
better than forecast. The main driver appears to
have been continued investment in business
equipment. 

GDP growth 
The US economy grew at a faster pace than

expected in the third quarter, signaling a per-
sistent demand from businesses and consumers
even with the hit of the hurricanes Irma and
Harvey. Gross domestic product grew at a 3
percent annualized rate following a 3.1 percent
gain in 2Q, best back-to-back quarters since
2014. A key takeaway is that while GDP grew
more than forecasted, analysts look to another
key measure to assess the true resilience of the
economy.  Final sales to domestic purchasers,
which remove trade and inventories, climbed
1.8 percent the slowest since early 2016. 

Dovish ECB meeting
European Central Bank kept its policy rate

unchanged at 0.00 percent last Thursday.
However, The ECB President Mario Draghi
announced the future structure of the QE pro-
gram. The current 60 billion euro monthly asset
purchase program will be cut into half, 30 bil-
lion monthly starting from January 2018 till
September 2018. The central bank also left the
door open to extend the QE beyond September
or raise amounts if needed. Going into the
details of the press conference, the ECB’s out-
look on inflation was cautious to say the least
“Domestic price pressures are still muted over-
all and the economic outlook and the path of
inflation remain conditional on continued sup-
port from monetary policy”. Draghi emphasized
on the robust economic growth achieved by the
EU countries nevertheless. 

Kuwait
Kuwaiti dinar at 0.30270
The USDKWD opened at 0.30270 yesterday
morning. 

NBK MONEY MARKETS REPORT Johannesburg gripped by
copper cable warfare



Monday, October 30, 2017

20
B u s i n e s s

Established 1961 

NEW YORK: Investors are increasingly pricing in the effect
of a corporate tax cut into the shares of US companies,
leaving the market primed for a steep sell-off if the
Republican-controlled Congress fails to pass one of
President Donald Trump’s top priorities.

The benchmark S&P 500 is up nearly 6 percent from its
August lows as the Trump administration has rolled out its
tax reform proposal, which would cut corporate taxes to 20
percent from the current 35 percent and allow companies to
bring back some of the $2.6 trillion in cash currently held
offshore at reduced rates. Bank of America Merrill Lynch
said that a positive boost from taxes “had been priced out of
stocks” in July but “has been making a solid comeback.”

Yet there are signs that the Trump administration has lit-
tle room for error as it gets ready to introduce its tax legis-
lation next week. The House of Representatives narrowly
passed a budget measure on Thursday necessary for a vote

on a tax bill, with Republicans from such high-tax states as
New York and New Jersey among the opponents out of
concerns that a bill would eliminate the deduction of state
and local taxes.

Trump must also stem potential revolts over a proposal to
scale back the level of tax-deferred contributions to 401(k)
retirement savings plans, which many middle-class
Americans rely on for their retirement. “The nature of the
rally over the last two months has been tax-cut led. If we
don’t get a cut then the market is going down” several per-
centage points, said Edward Perkin, chief equity investment
officer at Eaton Vance.

Such a decline would be the first significant sell-off of the
year, he said, but would not likely be near the 20 percent
decline that signifies the start of a bear market.

A collapse in the tax measure would likely send the S&P
500 down 5 percent or more, Goldman Sachs said in an Oct

20 note. “Tax reform will determine the direction of the S&P
500’s next 100 points,” the report said. Over the last 30
days, roughly 75 companies - ranging from delivery service
United Parcel Service Inc to hotel operator Hilton
Worldwide Holdings Inc - have discussed how they would
benefit from a corporate tax cut on conference calls with
analysts, according to a Reuters analysis of earnings call
transcripts, a sign that Wall Street is increasingly focused on
the tax bill.

The White House’s plan would boost 2018 S&P 500
adjusted earnings per share by 12 percent, to $156, Goldman
Sachs estimates, while leading to an additional $75 billion in
stock buybacks.

Peter Tuz, president of Chase Investment Counsel in
Charlottesville, Virginia, said that Trump’s clashes over the
last week with members of his own party could threaten the
tax bill ’s success because it could alienate other

Republicans. Because Republicans hold only a slim 52-48
seat advantage in the Senate, Trump can afford to lose only
two votes.

“When the possibility of a defection of some Republican
senators increases, that kind of puts the whole tax reform
thing in jeopardy. He needs them all,” Tuz said. At the same
time, the 14.4 percent year-to-date rally in the S&P 500
leaves the index primed for a decline of at least 5 percent,
said Barry James, a co-portfolio manager of the $3.1 billion
James Balanced Golden Rainbow fund.

The S&P 500 trades at a trailing price-to-earnings ratio
of 22.6, and a forward price-to-earnings ratio of 19.5, both
well above their historical norms. “We’re at levels today that
are historically very risky for stocks and we’re primed for a
correction,” James said. “If there’s not the tax cut that every-
one is expecting, then the correction could be a whole lot
more serious.” —Reuters

Failure of Trump tax could spell stocks selloff
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KUWAIT: KAMCO Investment Company K.S.C.
(Public), announces its financial results for the nine
months ended on
September 30, 2017. The
company recorded a net
profit of KD 997 thousand
with earnings-per-share
(EPS) of 4.20 fils.
Revenues reached KD 7.7
million, an increase of 38
percent compared to KD
5.6 million during the
same period in 2016.

KAMCO’s quarter end
total of assets under man-
agement (AUM), reached KD 3.3 billion, showing
continued long-term growth performance levels with

new money raised in funds and client portfolios.
KAMCO also manages the KAMCO Investment

Fund (“KIF”), the current
top performing fund across
Kuwait with year-to-date
returns of 30.88 percent
(as of 28th September
2017).

Chief Executive Officer
of KAMCO, Faisal
Mansour Sarkhou, said,
“KAMCO is focusing on
strengthening its competi-
tive advantage and
enhancing its ability to

capture profitable and risk-adjusted opportunities
that will differentiate the Firm from its competitors.

By diversifying and
expanding our portfolios
through innovative prod-
ucts, risk-weighted
investment decisions and
executing prudent acqui-
sitions, we strive to
improve on our perform-
ance levels consistently
and deliver steady growth
to our investors and
shareholders.”

Commenting on the
market, Sarkhou said
that the GCC equity

markets had mixed performance during the first
nine months of the year but marginally positive

performance of KSA and Dubai, in addition to 13.3
percent return for the Kuwaiti market helped offset
decline in other markets and pushed the overall
performance in the positive zone. The trend in oil
prices remained volatile given the ongoing glut,
however, efforts by bigger producers to curb out-
put is supporting a rebalancing of the market. 

KAMCO Investment Company K.S.C (Public) is
a premier investment company based in Kuwait,
with an office in the Dubai International Financial
Centre (DIFC). The Company is one of the leading
investment banking firms in the Gulf region in
terms of assets under management (AUM), and is
regulated by the Capital  Markets Authority.
Established in 1998 and listed on the Boursa
Kuwait in 2003, KAMCO is a subsidiary of United
Gulf Bank (UGB). 

KAMCO reports KD 7.7 million
revenues for 9 months of 2017

Company records net profits KD 997 thousand

Focus on 
strengthening
competitive 
advantage

Faisal Mansour Sarkhou

Get free valet 
service with 
NBK credit cards 
KUWAIT: Eat  out  and shop stress free with
National Bank of Kuwait when you enjoy free park-
ing. Holders of NBK credit cards receive free valet
service at all Al-Manar Valet parking locations
including popular destinations like The Avenues and
Marina Crescent. 

NBK premium credit card holders including Laki
Titanium, Business Banking, Platinum, Miles, World
Mastercard , Visa  S ignature , Wor ld  E l i te
MasterCard and Visa Infinite all receive free valet
parking as one of the many perks enjoyed when
banking with NBK. 

“NBK rewards our customers with many benefits
and free perks, including free valet service,” said
Naser Al-Duwaisan, Cards Product officer at National
Bank of Kuwait. “This is part of our overall customer-
centric focus that adapts banking needs to suit our
customers lifestyles, for now and the future.”

NBK credit card customers can save time, rather
than circling the parking lots searching for a spot.
They need only present their NBK credit card to the

Al-Manar valet service
attendant at the following
locations:  

Marina Mall, Marina
Crescent, Marina Mall hotel,
Avenues Mall (Gate #5 &
Gate #9), Fish Market
Restaurant, Starbucks
(Jabriya, Al-Muroor Street),
Little Ruby’s Restaurant,
Dar Al-Fuad Hospital, Salwa
Sabah Exhibition Hall (near
Marina Crescent), Shake

Shack, IHop  and Potbelly Restaurants (Jabriya, Al-
Muroor Street), and Ubon Thai Restaurant. 

Free valet service is one of many perks that NBK
credit card customers enjoy. NBK credit cards also
offer free SMS service for up to the minute account
activity notification. NBK credit card holders may also
transfer money and make payments using the award-
winning NBK.com online website or the mobile bank-
ing app. 

NBK credit cards also offer airport lounge access,
fraud protection and free travel insurance when flights
are booked using the NBK credit card. NBK credit
card holders may also take advantage of one of the
largest reward programs in the region, including
instant cash back, promotions and benefits at hun-
dreds of lifestyle shops, restaurants, health and beauty
and hotels across Kuwait.

Naser Al-Duwaisan

KFH: Unprecedented 
discounts on 
operational 
car leasing
KUWAIT: Ahed Al-Eissa,
Executive Manager Cars
and Leasing Products at
Kuwait Finance House
(KFH) said that the bank is
offering unprecedented dis-
counts up to KD 700 on the
total value of the opera-
tional car leasing on wide
range of car models. This
comes as part of the bank’s
ongoing efforts to provide
customers with the best
offers and competitive
advantages, which con-
tributes in increasing the
bank’s market share in the operational car leasing market.

Al-Eissa added in a press release, that the offer encom-
passes all customer segments; retail and corporate.
Customers can avail this offer at KFH showrooms and the
leasing offices at most of the car dealerships.

He said that KFH market share in the operational leas-
ing is increasingly growing thanks to the special offers and
discounts the bank offers to its customers, in addition to
the special offers to the large companies and the govern-
ment sector. KFH launched several marketing campaigns in
collaboration with local car dealerships within the frame-
work of the joint cooperation. 

KFH added a wide variety of 2017 Model Lineup to the
operational leasing product. The bank introduced an array
of luxurious cars such as Lexus, Infinity, Jaguar, and
Maserati. The financing leasing contract (lease to own)
starts from 1-2 years period.

The advantages & benefits include full maintenance
throughout the duration of lease term, full Takaful insurance
cover throughout the duration of the leasing period, a sub-
stitute car, 24/7 roadside assistance, a wide range and vari-
ety of categories and models that will surely address cus-
tomers’’ needs, and the option to drive the leased car
beyond Kuwaiti borders according to terms and conditions.

Ahed Al-Eissa

ABK announces final 
draw winners of 
‘Spend and Win 
Skywards Miles’ campaign
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced
the winners of its last ‘Spend and Win Skywards
Miles’ monthly draw. Under the supervision of
Ministry of Commerce, the draw took place at the
Bank’s head office and rewarded three ABK Emirates
Credit and Prepaid cardholders with a total of 1 mil-
lion Skywards miles.

The lucky winners of the final monthly draw are:
1) Hussain Ali Mohammad, head office branch, win-

ner of 500,000 Skywards miles.
2) Nawaf Fahad Al-Obaid, head office branch, win-

ner of 300,000 Skywards miles.
3)Sheikha Sarah Mansour Al-Sabah, Jabriya branch,

winner of 200,000 Skywards miles.
The campaign, which was launched on June 1, and

ran till 31 August, awarded three million Skywards miles
to nine lucky customers who spent a minimum of KD
100 during the promotion period. The Skywards Miles
will be credited in the customer’s Emirates Skywards
membership account (EK number), which can be
redeemed for reward flights and upgrades on Emirates,
as well as luxury hotel stays, fun-filled family days out,
or even tickets to a wide range of sporting and cultural
events across the globe.

ABK and Emirates Skywards will continue to offer
credit and prepaid card products that will aim to raise
the quality of their customer’s travel experience. 

Burgan Bank
announces 
winners of Yawmi
draw
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank, the second largest in terms of
assets, announced yesterday the names of the daily
draw winners of its Yawmi account draw, each taking
home a cash-prize of KD 5,000.

The lucky winners are: 
1. Khaled Attia Salem Al-Hamdan
2. Ahmad Abdullah Ibraheem Al-faylakawi
3. Mohammad Abdullah Ali
4. Ali Naser Mansour Al Saffar
5. Zahra Mousa Ahmad Saleh
In addition to the daily draw, Burgan Bank also offers

a quarterly draw with more chances to win higher
rewards, offering the chance to one lucky customer to

win KD 125,000 every three months. The Yawmi
Account offers daily and quarterly draws, wherein the
quarterly draw requires customers to maintain a mini-
mum amount of KD 500 in their account for two months
prior to the draw date. Additionally, every KD 10 in the
account will entitle customers to one chance of winning.
If the account balance is KD 500 and above, the
account holder will be qualified for both the quarterly
and daily draws.  

Burgan Bank encourages everyone to open a Yawmi
account and/or increase their deposit to maximize their
chances of becoming a winner. The higher the level of
the deposit, the higher the likelihood to win. 

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the youngest
commercial Bank and second largest by assets in
Kuwait, with a significant focus on the corporate and
financial institutions sectors, as well as having a growing
retail, and private bank customer base. Burgan Bank has
majority owned subsidiaries in the MENAT region sup-
ported by one of the largest regional branch networks.

The Bank has continuously improved its performance
over the years through an expanded revenue structure,
diversified funding sources, and a strong capital base.
The adoption of state-of-the-art services and technolo-

gy has positioned it as a trendsetter in the domestic
market and within the MENA region. Burgan Bank’s
brand has been created on a foundation of real values -
of trust, commitment, excellence and progression, to
remind us of the high standards to which we aspire.
‘People come first’ is the foundation on which its prod-
ucts and services are developed. 

Brexit hastens 
Pakistani Kashmir’s 
economic break 
with Britain
MIRPUR, Pakistan: The tiled palaces beside Pakistan’s
Mangla reservoir and dozens of exchange offices testi-
fy to the prosperity enjoyed by Kashmir’s Mirpur
thanks to vast sums of cash sent back by tens of thou-
sands of emigrants living in Britain. With few jobs and
little industry, the residents of Pakistan’s “Little
England” overwhelmingly rely on family members
based in the country for their economic livelihood.

But decades after the first wave of migration, the
fraying of filial ties between the communities along with
economic woes following the Brexit vote have raised
concerns that the once-plentiful funds may dry up for
good. “Our family used to send us money every month-
now it’s only every two-three months,” says Javed
Mushtaq, who like many Mirpur residents is counting
less and less on support from his relatives in Britain.

“The value of the pound has decreased and that cre-
ates problems for us,” says Mushtaq, an official whose
brothers and uncles live in northern England, working
as taxi drivers and in construction to support more than
a dozen people back in Pakistan. “Our life is not as easy
as before,” says Javed. Since Britain’s decision to leave
the EU, sterling has tumbled, sending inflation surging
and raising the cost of living, while uncertainty over the
post-Brexit outlook has fuelled concerns about the
country’s economy.  And with Kashmir lacking any
major resources while unemployment soars, the
prospects in Mirpur are dim.

Highs and lows 
“There is no large land holding, no industrial base,

we are not on a good route,” said businessman and
local official Choudhery Muhammad Saeed, who esti-

mates that about $200 million in remittances are sent
back to Mirpur a year. “If it was not for remittances, we
would all be slaving in brick kilns,” he quips. The first
and largest wave of migration to the UK began in the
1950s when the inhabitants of Mirpur were displaced
by the construction of a dam that engulfed large
swathes of the town.

In Britain, more than a million residents are of
Pakistani origin with the majority believed to be from
Mirpur-where they have long built family homes and
spent holidays. As a result the city has largely feasted
on the highs and survived the lows of the British
economy.

At Nafees Bakers, a local branch of the British fran-
chise in Mirpur, sales have plunged 30 percent since
the Brexit referendum in June 2016. “The Mirpuri
British (holidaying here) are worried about the financial
situation, people are not spending as much as they used
to,” said Raafay Nafees, whose father founded Nafees

and Kashmir Crown Bakeries, two food companies
based in the British city of Bradford.

Remittances have fallen almost 10 percent since the
referendum, according to the Central Bank of Pakistan.
This decline, after years of steady growth, has worried
authorities as an increase in imports and repatriations
of profits by foreign companies have jeopardized the
country’s foreign exchange reserves. ‘Pakistan has
changed’ - But beyond Brexit, the erosion of ties to
Mirpur over the generations has also taken a toll.
“People only come for short stays now, and not with
all the family. The tickets are expensive, and the
youngsters prefer to spend holidays in Turkey or
Morocco,” says Nafees. “When I was younger, we
would come every year, but this is the first time after
four years,” says Alisha Iqbal, a young Birmingham
financial analyst who is enjoying her last day in
Mirpur, filling her luggage with colorful outfits and
local ingredients. —AFP

MIRPUR: This photograph taken on October 19, 2017 shows Pakistani Kashmiri bakers waiting for customers
inside Nafees Bakers in the Pakistani Kashmir city of Mirpur, which is known as “Little England.”  —AFP



WASHINGTON: Most Americans believe their
jobs, and the jobs of those they live with, are
safe from automation - at least for the next
decade, according to an Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll.
And more than half think automation could make
their work easier or more efficient in the future.

The findings suggest that while Americans
express concern about how automation technol-
ogy might cause some other people to lose jobs,
they are less worried about its effect on
themselves. Fifty-seven percent of
respondents said they thought it unlikely
that they or someone in their household
will be replaced at work by automation
within the next 10 years, the survey
found. A nearly identical proportion - 56
percent - said they consider it at least
somewhat likely that their job will be
improved by automation. Many think, for
example, that such technology has made
jobs safer. The poll’s key findings echo
those of other recent surveys. 

The Pew Research Center found in a
survey released earlier this month that
70 percent of Americans believe it unlikely that
they will lose their jobs to automation. Those
assessments may well prove accurate, according
to recent analyses that foresee far fewer job
losses resulting from automation compared with
studies several years ago that had suggested
that up to half of US jobs could be replaced over
the next two decades.

A report released this month by the educa-

tion company Pearson, Oxford University and
the Nesta Foundation found that just one in five
workers are in occupations that will likely shrink
by 2030. Still, the AP-NORC survey found that
many Americans worry about the effects of new
technologies on their daily lives and the job mar-
ket. Three-quarters of respondents said they
think it at least somewhat likely that “people will
be more isolated from one another.”

And most say robots have cost jobs in facto-

ries - a view supported by academic research
and data showing that factories are now produc-
ing more with fewer employees. Three-quarters
foresee at least some likelihood that many retail
workers will be replaced by automation.

A wide gap also exists in how people with
different levels of education respond to such
questions. Americans without college degrees
are twice as likely as those with degrees to say

it’s very likely automation will cost them or
someone in their household a job. That is in line
with studies that have found that lower-skilled
work is more likely to be automated.

Among the poll’s other findings
* Americans vastly prefer dealing with peo-

ple, rather than machines, when they order food
at a restaurant. But in most other settings, many
don’t particularly care. Seventy percent of

respondents said they preferred order-
ing food from a person. Nineteen per-
cent said it made no difference. Just 10
percent said they preferred self-service.
But at a supermarket checkout line,
roughly half preferred the self-service
option or had no preference. That may
partly explain why the small automated
restaurant chain Eatsa, which sold food
without cashiers or waiters, had to close
five of its seven restaurants last week.

* Most Americans still aren’t using the
latest technologies, some of which could
introduce ground-breaking automation in
the future. Uber, for example, is testing

self-driving cars, which could over time eliminate
work for its drivers as well as taxi drivers. Yet just
a quarter of Americans use Uber or Lyft, the sur-
vey found. And barely 30 percent use a voice-
activated personal assistant such as Apple’s Siri
or Amazon’s Alexa. Just 29 percent at least occa-
sionally pay for goods or services with their
phones, rather than with cash or credit cards.

* The likelihood of whether someone has

used online services and other technology
tends to breaks down along educational lines.
For example, 63 percent of Americans with at
least a college degree have purchased goods or
services online, while just 34 percent without a
degree have. The AP-NORC poll of 1,038
adults was conducted Aug. 17-21 using a sam-
ple drawn from NORC’s probability-based

AmeriSpeak panel, which is designed to be
representative of the US population. The mar-
gin of sampling error for all respondents is plus
or minus 4.1 percentage points.

Respondents were first selected random-
ly using address-based sampling methods
and were later interviewed online, by phone
or in person. — AP
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Most Americans have little 
fear of robots taking jobs

Automation to make work easier, more efficient: Poll
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SAN FRANCISCO: In this file photo, people wait for their lunch orders to be ready at Eatsa
in San Francisco. A new survey suggests that Americans vastly prefer dealing with peo-
ple when they order food at a restaurant, rather than robots, but in most other settings
they don’t particularly care. — AP

KUWAIT: Qualitynet, Kuwait’s #1 ICT, Data
Communications & Internet Services Provider
yesterday held  a One-Day Cyber Security
Seminar, in association with Vigor Events. The
seminar was held yesterday at the Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel by Michael Daniel, who
was the Cyber Security Expert to former US
President Obama at the White House.   

“The seminar focused on helping you manage
your organization’s risks, through discussing the
different types of cyberattacks,
understanding the macro trends
driving the evolution of cyber
threats, the emerging threats and
how to reduce your organizations
risk. It also focused on new ways to
think about Cyber Security making
your organization more effective,” a
release said.    

With over two decades of experi-
ence working with the US govern-
ment, Daniel is widely recognized as
one of the world’s top Cyber
Security experts in managing cyber
risk to critical infrastructure systems, such as
financial services assets, electronic medical
records and industrial control systems. He is the
President of Cyber Threat Alliance, a nonprofit
alliance that works to improve information shar-
ing about cybercrime and other threats. The team
he lead consisted of experts from Cyber Security
giants such as McAfee, Fortinet, Symantec and
Cisco among others.  

Qualitynet recently joined forces with
Quadron Cyber Security Ltd, a Hungarian
Consulting House specialized in Cyber Security
and Data Protection, to form ‘Q-Square, its
Cyber Security Section. Q-Square brings
together two well established IT, Data & Cyber
Security and Services companies that can offer

top notch testing, analysis and protection from
the growing threats the cyber world is facing in
the GCC region. 

Essa Al-Kooheji, Chief Commercial Officer -
Qualitynet stated the Cyber Security in the GCC
region is a growing concern, with many
Government bodies including the Kuwait
Government stepping up its focus on Information
& Systems Security. “ We as Qualitynet have
placed substantial investments in Data Centre &

Network Security over the past
decade, and are happy that both the
Government’s and our strategy in
physical and IT security is lining up,”
said Al-Kooheji.  “Together with
Quadron, we aim to help people and
organizations, by providing flexible
and scalable cyber and data security
solutions on individual, local level or
across borders if needed” added Al-
Kooheji. “We aim to help people and
organizations, by providing flexible
and scalable cyber and data security
solutions on individual, local level or

across borders if needed. Our portfolio and
capability matrix enables us to seamlessly work
with any phase of a business lifecycle and securi-
ty strategy, supporting both business owners and
decision makers” said Al-Kooheji. 

He also stated that Qualitynet has successful-
ly implemented Q-Square Security Solutions
across its facilities, and will offer solutions for
everything from Information Security awareness,
Risk & Vulnerability Assessment, Penetration
Testing, Policy review/ preparation/ update and
Information Security Risk Analysis among others.

The Seminar was organized by Vigor & Al-
Gas Events Co, and with the presence of Eng
Salem Al-Ozainah, the president and CEO of
CITRA, the support partner of the seminar.

Qualitynet holds seminar 
with White House 
cyber security expert 

Essa Al-Kooheji 

New iPhone
brings face
recognition 
(and fears) 
to the masses

WASHINGTON: Apple will let you unlock the
iPhone X with your face-a move likely to bring
facial recognition to the masses, along with con-
cerns over how the technology may be used for
nefarious purposes. Apple’s newest device, set
to go on sale November 3, is designed to be
unlocked with a facial scan with a number of
privacy safeguards-as the data will only be
stored on the phone and not in any databases.

Unlocking one’s phone with a face scan may
offer added convenience and security for iPhone
users, according to Apple, which claims its
“neural engine” for FaceID cannot be tricked by
a photo or hacker. While other devices have
offered facial recognition, Apple is the first to
pack the technology allowing for a three-dimen-
sional scan into a hand-held phone. But despite
Apple’s safeguards, privacy activists fear
the widespread use of facial recognition
would “normalize” the technology and
open the door to broader use by law
enforcement, marketers or others of a
largely unregulated tool.

“Apple has done a number of things
well for privacy but it’s not always going
to be about the iPhone X,” said Jay
Stanley, a policy analyst with the
American Civil Liberties Union. “There
are real reasons to worry that facial
recognition will work its way into our
culture and become a surveillance tech-
nology that is abused.” A study last year by
Georgetown University researchers found near-
ly half of all Americans in a law enforcement
database that includes facial recognition, with-
out their consent.  Civil liberties groups have
sued over the FBI’s use of its “next generation”
biometric database, which includes facial pro-
files, claiming it has a high error rate and the
potential for tracking innocent people.

“We don’t want police officers having a
watch list embedded in their body cameras
scanning faces on the sidewalk,” said Stanley.
Clare Garvie-the Georgetown University Law
School associate who led the 2016 study on

facial recognition databases-agreed that Apple
is taking a responsible approach but others
might not. “My concern is that the public is
going to become inured or complacent about
this,” Garvie said.

Advertisers, police, porn stars 
Widespread use of facial recognition “could

make our lives more trackable by advertisers, by
law enforcement and maybe someday by private
individuals,” she said. Garvie said her research
found significant errors in law enforcement
facial recognition databases, opening up the
possibility someone could be wrongly identified

as a criminal suspect. Another worry, she said, is
that police could track individuals who have
committed no crime simply for participating in
demonstrations. Shanghai and other Chinese
cities have recently started deploying facial
recognition to catch those who flout the rules of
the road, including jaywalkers.

Facial recognition and related technologies
can also be used by retail stores to identify
potential shoplifters, and by casinos to pinpoint
undesirable gamblers. It can even be used to
deliver personalized marketing messages-and
could have some other potentially unnerving

applications. Last year, a Russian photographer
figured out how to match the faces of porn stars
with their social media profiles to “doxx” them,
or reveal their true identities. This type of use
“can create huge problems,” said Garvie. “We
have to consider the worst possible uses of the
technology.” Apple’s system uses 30,000
infrared dots to create a digital image which is
stored in a “secure enclave,” according to a
white paper issued by the company on its secu-
rity. It said the chances of a “random” person
being able to unlock the device are one in a mil-
lion, compared with one in 50,000 for its
TouchID.  Apple’s FaceID is likely to touch off

fresh legal battles about whether
police can require someone to unlock a
device. FaceID “brings the company
deeper into a legal debate” that
stemmed from the introduction of fin-
gerprint identification on smartphones,
according to ACLU staff attorney Brett
Max Kaufman. Kaufman says in a blog
post that courts will be grappling with
the constitutional guarantees against
unreasonable searches and self-incrim-
ination if a suspect is forced to unlock
a device. US courts have generally
ruled that it would violate a user’s
rights to give up a passcode because it

is “testimonial”-but that situation becomes
murkier when biometrics are applied. 

Apple appears to have anticipated this situation
by allowing a user to press two buttons for two
seconds to require a passcode, but Garvie said
court battles over compelling the use of FaceID are
likely. Regardless of these concerns, Apple’s intro-
duction is likely to bring about widespread use of
facial recognition technology. “What Apple is
doing here will popularize and get people more
comfortable with the technology,” said Patrick
Moorhead, principal analyst at Moor Insights &
Strategy, who follows the sector.— AFP

Toyota readying 
‘game-changer’
EV battery for 
mass market
TOKYO: Toyota Motor Corp is scrambling to
solve outstanding issues as it races to com-
mercialize a battery breakthrough during the
first half of the 2020s with the potential to cut
the cost of making electric cars. All solid-
state battery technology is a next-generation,
high-capacity energy storage device that
improves on today’s lithium-ion batteries,
replacing the liquid or gel-form electrolyte
with a solid, conductive material.

Among other benefits, the new technology

offers more capacity and better safety.
“There are a few next-generation battery

technologies we’re looking at, and the most
promising is an all solid-state battery,” Toyota
Chairman Takeshi Uchiyamada said in an
interview ahead of the Tokyo Motor Show,
which opened to the public on Friday.

“We’re scrambling to finish developing this
technology, but a few issues still remain as we
try to mass produce this.” Battery life is the
biggest of those issues, Uchiyamada said,
adding Toyota has developed the know-how
to produce all solid-state batteries in such a
way as to hit all the technology’s performance
potential. But it hasn’t yet mastered how to
mass produce them to last as intended for a
mainstream car that some buyers could
expect to drive for 200,000 kms (124,274
miles) or more. Uchiyamada would not say
how long an electric-vehicle (EV) battery
should last before it needs replacing, but he
dismissed a lifespan of three years. “Nobody
would buy a car like that, if you had to replace
the battery after just three years,” he said.

Toyota, though, appears confident it can
complete the commercialization process for
the new battery technology. “We believe our
solid-state battery technology can be a game
changer, with the potential to dramatically
improve driving range,” Executive Vice
President Didier Leroy told reporters on
Wednesday. While Toyota is still pushing its
alternative hydrogen fuel-cell vehicle tech-
nology, derided by Tesla Inc CEO Elon Musk,
Uchiyamada insisted the Japanese firm is not
“anti-EV”, and is spending heavily in EV
technologies such as the solid-state battery.

Dubbed the “Father of the Prius,”
Uchiyamada, 71, helped set the global auto
industry on its path to electrification two
decades ago, and believes both electric-bat-
tery cars and those with hydrogen fuel-cell
technologies will be needed to ultimately
replace gasoline cars.

Toyota believes solid-state battery tech-
nology can double the capacity of today’s
lithium-ion battery technology, and help EVs
travel further on a full charge. — Reuters

VIVA launches 
offer on 
speakers with
postpaid plans
KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator, launches a

new offer on speakers for postpaid customers,
that brings ‘more’ sound into their lives.  This
new offer allows customers to enjoy world-
class sound systems when they subscribe to a
postpaid plan of KD 15,20,30,40 and 55 that
comes with a device with an add-on starting
KD 2. The available sound systems are: Monster
(Clarity HD Headphones), JBL (Duet BT
Wireless Headphones), Harman Kardon (ONYX
Mini) and Harman Kardon (ONYX Studio).

We endeavor at VIVA at all aspects to
serve our customers, fulfill their requirements
and meet their expectations, through updated
products and services that keep their experi-
ence with VIVA enjoyable.

Fresh legal 
battles 

brewing 

Americans vastly 
prefer dealing 

with people,
rather than machines
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PHOENIX: A new mouth spray that delivered the pow-
erful painkiller fentanyl to end-stage cancer patients
wasn’t selling as well as anticipated. So drug company
executives moved quickly to make its production worth-
while. US court records in the case against an immigrant
billionaire who is one of Arizona’s wealthiest men
describe the daunting market challenges that Insys
Therapeutics founder John N Kapoor and fellow execu-
tives faced after launching the opioid medication
Subsys in 2012.

The highly addictive drug was going to cost a cancer
patient up to thousands of dollars a month to control
intolerable levels of pain. It could only be prescribed by
a medical practitioner regis-
tered with the Drug
Enforcement Administration,
and it was among several
cancer pain medicines
already available.

Five years later, Subsys is
at the heart of the case
against Insys Therapeutics
executives, including
Kapoor, 74, of Phoenix, who
is charged with leading a
nationwide conspiracy to
bribe doctors and pharma-
cists to widely prescribe the potent painkiller to people
who didn’t need it. Defense attorney Brian T Kelly, a
high-profile Boston lawyer, has said Kapoor is not guilty.
It comes amid an opioid epidemic that claims thousands
of lives each year and led President Donald Trump to
declare a nationwide public health emergency.

The case is just the latest example of how profits have
become more important than health for many US phar-
maceutical firms, New Jersey-based health care analyst
Steve Brozak said Friday. The aggressive market tactics
that federal prosecutors described at Insys have become

acceptable, said Brozak of WWB Securities, a health
care research firm that tracks companies in the sector.
“The only reason (Kapoor) was put in handcuffs and did
the perp walk is because the marketing involved an opi-
oid,” he said. “This is an example of a greater addiction,
not to opioids, but to big sales. The opioid crisis is the
logical extension of the earnings demand.”

To make Subsys more profitable, Insys executives
turned to aggressive marketing tactics, such as bribes
and kickbacks that included “speaker fees and honoraria
for marketing events, food and entertainment” for doc-
tors and pharmacists who prescribed the drug, accord-
ing to an updated federal fraud and racketeering indict-

ment in the ongoing case.
The new charges were filed
this week in Massachusetts.

In exchange, the practi-
tioners are accused of writ-
ing large numbers of pre-
scriptions for patients, most
of whom were not diagnosed
with cancer. Prosecutors say
the scam stretched across
the U.S., involving pharma-
cies and pain management
clinics and practitioners
from Saginaw, Michigan, to

southwest Florida and Laredo, Texas.
Federal prosecutors in Boston first brought the case

against six Insys executives and managers, including for-
mer CEO Michael L Babich, who are set to go to trial
next year and have pleaded not guilty. The updated
indictment unsealed this week brings new charges
against them and alleges Kapoor and the others provid-
ed kickbacks to doctors and conspired to defraud insur-
ance providers. The court records describe events that
encouraged sales representatives to push practitioners
to prescribe ever higher doses of the fentanyl spray. 

A video at one event purportedly showed company
employees dancing, rapping and singing with a life-size
bottle of the highest dosage of the spray, suggesting that
increased amounts were “not a problem!” To get paid
back by insurance companies that didn’t want to fund
the drug for non-cancer patients, the company estab-
lished a “reimbursement center” that used employees to
suggest they were calling on behalf of a doctor and the
patient in question had cancer - even if that wasn’t true,
the indictment says.

Kapoor founded Insys Therapeutics in 1990. Its stock
price has tumbled amid the legal trouble in recent
months, but the company said this week that it is under
new management and has assumed responsibility for its
former employees’ actions. The drug is question, fen-
tanyl, is useful for managing pain for people with end-
stage cancers, said Dr Karen Sibert, an associate clinical
professor with UCLA Health’s Department of
Anesthesiology and Perioperative Medicine. 

But opioids are dangerous when used incorrectly and
without medical supervision because they can cause a
person to stop breathing, she said. “If you have extreme
pain from end-stage cancer, the risk from stopping
breathing is an acceptable risk,” she said. “But it’s not if
you are a young person with back pain.” Kapoor emi-
grated from India decades ago and earned a PhD in
medicinal chemistry from the University of Buffalo in
New York, where the pharmacy school is named for him
and his wife to honor their philanthropy.

In addition to Insys Therapeutics, which went public
in 2013, Kapoor founded Il l inois-based Akorn
Pharmaceuticals. He also has a company that operates
seven restaurants. Forbes said several years ago that
Kapoor was worth $2.4 billion. That has fallen amid his
company’s legal woes, but the magazine still listed
Kapoor’s worth at $1.75 billion on Friday. A judge set
bail for Kapoor at $1 million and said he must wear elec-
tronic monitoring and surrender his passports. —AP

Nationwide conspiracy to bribe doctors, pharmacists

Conspiracy came amid slow 
sales of opioid: Prosecutors

Pioneering gamma 
knife treatment
offered at 
London hospital 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti children with arteriovenous malforma-
tions, a rare brain malformation otherwise known as AVM,
can now receive treatment with the well-established Gamma
Knife technique in London, UK. The procedure, which is now
available to Kuwaiti patients treated at Great Ormond Street
Hospital (GOSH), is set to improve the lives of hundreds of
children suffering from AVMs. This technique offers poten-
tially lower risks to the patient compared to other surgical
options currently available and offers a long-term solution
for deep and small AVMs that are impossible to operate on
using traditional approaches.  

AVMs occur in the brain and consist of a tangle of blood
vessels within the brain tissue, which results in the diversion
of blood through abnormal blood vessels causing it to
bypass the surrounding normal tissue.  AVMs occur in about
less than 1% of the population, and they are usually devel-
oped at birth. These tangles lead to a weakening and eventu-
al dilation of the blood vessels. Some AVMs do not cause any
complications and are only found during a brain scan for
another reason. 

However, depending on where they occur, AVMs can
cause abnormal bleeding in 50% of cases, and seizures in

25% of cases. In some cases,
the complications can be life-
threatening.  Consultant paedi-
atric neurosurgeon, Dr Greg
James, from GOSH explains
that patients who suffer from
AVMs have several treatment
options: they can be operated
on and removed; they can be
blocked up through a process
called embolization or treated
with the gamma knife tech-
nique. In some cases, patients
can be treated by all three
methods. 

According to Dr James, the
Gamma Knife technique is not always the treatment of choice
because, unlike the other two treatment options, it can take up
to five years to work. “It tends to work gradually, not overnight
and can’t be used for very big AVMs due to the technique’s
precise nature.  It is also often used for very deep AVMs that
would be too risky for open surgery or embolisation,” explains
Dr James. Gamma knife is a very precise and well-established
form of radiotherapy. During the procedure, the doctors can
determine which areas will get radiation and which areas will
not in order to limit the brain’s exposure to radiation. 

Dr James says, “Gamma Knife works like a colander. It
uses very weak beams which then all intersect and generate
a high dose of radiation. Meanwhile, the surrounding brain
area is protected and limited to a very low dose of radiation”.
“Published evidence indicates that there is an 80-85% com-
plete cure of AVMs with Gamma Knife,” says Dr James. He
also stresses that the procedure is extremely safe and the
child should be able to go home the next day. “Generally we

do the treatment on a Friday and the kids are back at school
on a Monday. So they tolerate it very well,” he says.  

To date, GOSH, who treat 1,500 children from the Middle
East every year, has performed nine Gamma Knife proce-
dures. One of these includes Kuwaiti girl who only recently
had her AVM diagnosed after she experienced a bleed on the

brain. Dr James stresses the importance of involving the fam-
ily in the whole experience. “As a team of doctors it is impor-
tant to us to meet the family together to explain why we
believe Gamma Knife is best for their child, as well as explain
the treatment to them and show them pictures so they are
fully informed and involved in the decision-making process.”

MONTPELIER: Photo shows OxyContin tablets at a
pharmacy in Montpelier, Vt. OxyContin, which like
heroin and morphine before it, was meant to be a
safer and more effective opioid. —AP

Dr Greg James

Opioid crisis 
is the logical
extension of

earnings
demand
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Key Kuwaiti media representatives recently
indulged in a sumptuous outdoor feast to mark
the start of this year’s BBQ nights at one of the

most exotic spots in the Arabian Gulf: the Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa. 

Hosted on the resort’s pristine private beach and
stunning poolside, media guests were welcomed by the
hotel’s Director of Business Development and
Marketing, Ahmed Jarkass, and the Director of PR and
Communications, Carol Roncoletta. 

Following the great success of last season’s BBQ
nights, guests were given a taste of an authentic BBQ
experience by the water’s edge, expressing their enthu-
siasm and desire to return to enjoy the atmospheric
dining experience with friends and family. 

The weekly evening BBQs, which currently take
place every Wednesday from 7pm onwards, are char-
acterized by the sounds of inspiring live music resonat-
ing throughout the stunning grounds, with a lively and
entertaining band offering an impressive and exciting
set list of classics, traditional and other styles. 

Diners can delight their palates in a wide selection of
dishes to suit all tastes. Appetizing grilled and smoked
meats - cooked to perfection - include short beef ribs,
brisket, Buffalo chicken wings, roasted baby chicken,
smoked meats, and a wide array of hamburgers served
with a variety of condiments. Seafood lovers can satiate
their taste buds with smoked salmon and shrimps, while
accompaniments include mouth-watering salads,
Mexican rice and corn breads as a specialty in the
bread station. Guests can also indulge their sweet tooth
with a selection of desserts, including flavorsome pies.
Shisha is also available with different flavors to perfect-
ly complement the delectable menu.  

“We were thrilled to host our media partners and
offer them an atmospheric and entertaining evening in
our prime beach-side location,” said Carol Roncoletta.
“The milder weather provides the perfect opportunity
for dining and socializing outdoors, and we invite all
barbeque lovers to come along to the Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa to experience an evening
unlike any other with friends and family, combining
enjoyment with premium culinary delights.”

All-famous BBQ nights at Jumeirah Messilah
Beach Hotel and Spa every Wednesday

The ultimate al-fresco dining experience of the season 

By Nawara Fattahova

The Gulf Insurance Group (GIG) celebrated the
launch of a ‘Kmala,’ a new card game which was a
graduation project made by the Proteges Program

students on Saturday. Mashael Bashir, Public Relations
Officer of GIG noted that this game is useful for the youth.
“We were excited to sponsor this project especially that
this game is in Arabic language and provides with a lot of
useful information from different fields such as science,
music, literature, history and others. The players will gain
information about many important personalities from the
Arabic and Islamic world,” she pointed out.

Twenty five students from different ages, schools, and
nationalities worked together in executing this project.
“Kmala is an entertaining cards game suitable for children
aged 12 years and above, and can be played by three or
four players. It provides information and the history of
popular personalities from old and modern time. It ends
with unveiling the spy of the game. It costs KD 10 and the

revenues will go to students in need, for buying school
materials and other needs,” said Abdulrahman Al-
Maskhati, one of the students.

This is the seventh year that GIG is sponsoring excelling
students. “This year we expanded our sponsorship to
include the material from which the game was made. Every
year the Proteges students have different graduation proj-
ects. Kmala was their project for this year, and it is really an
interesting cultural project. I wish them good luck,”
stressed Khaled Al-Sanousi, Senior Director of Corporate
Communication and Investors Relations at GIG. Kmala is
available online and will be available in the market during
different events held in schools and universities.  

GIG celebrates
launch of ‘Kmala’

The new ‘Kmala’ card game.

The Indian Community School (Senior) Kuwait, is
organizing Paradigm 2017, the mega arts festival
on the first and second of November, 2017. The

mega arts festival, unique to ICSK Senior provides a ros-
trum for the budding talents of the school, enhancing the
aesthetic development of each child. Around 1500 stu-
dents will take part in this grand event with competitions
in 80 different items, which will be organized during a
period of two days from 8:00am to 8:00pm. 

Art is the manifestation of human aestheticism and
youth is the celebration period of a human life. ICSK

Senior has facilitated the mega arts fest for the celebra-
tion of vibrant creativity of the students. Students from
classes VI to XII partake in this Mega Arts Fest.

Competitions will be held for three categories- Cat
III- (Classes 6, 7and 8), Cat IV (Classes 9 and 10) and
Cat V (Classes 11 and 12). In each category the best per-
formers will be conferred the title of Kalaprathibha
(male) and Kalathilak (female). 

The Inaugural Ceremony will be held on Wednesday,
1st November, 2017 at 8:00 am at ICSK Senior. The
Chief Guest on this august occasion is Horst Blasinger,
Head of Cultural Section, Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany.

The Valedictory Ceremony and Prize Distribution will
be held on Thursday, November 2, 2017 at 5:00 pm at
ICSK Senior. Tatang Budie Utama Razak, Ambassador of
Indonesia to Kuwait will be the Chief Guest  of the func-
tion. Empowering the younger generation through inno-
vative ideas and ensuring opportunities to all students
has become the hallmark of ICSK Senior.

ICSK Senior
to organize
Paradigm 2017

ACSR (Corporate Social Responsibly) activity
between Kuwait and Korea was held on Oct 24,
2017 at Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD). It

was attended by high ranking officials from KFSD lead by
Major General Jamal Al-Belaihis, Deputy Director General
for Fire Fighting Sector and from Korea side lead by

KOTRA Kuwait Director General Hyeon Gyu Hwang, and
Taesan Industries Corporation’s President Taewon Suh.

During the activity Suh gave samples of fire-fighting
suits, winter jackets, fire resistance jacket and pants and
explained about new technology which he developed
through his business associates to facilitate fire-fighters
under severe conditions.

Major General Jamal was impressed and acknowledge
the newly developed firefighting suits and he hope that
could help their firefighter to perform their duty efficient-
ly. Hwang of KOTRA Kuwait expressed his deep grati-
tude to all attendees and revealed that this year he select-
ed KFSD for CSR activity because all firefighters are
devoted and do noble work for society. 

Global CSR activity
between Kuwait,
Republic of Korea

Gulf University for Science and Technology (GUST)
faculty members recently attended a conference,
organized by GUST’s affiliate, University of St Louis

- Missouri (UMSL). The conference, entitled “Focus on
Teaching and Technology (FTTC)”, aims to exchange ideas
on how to make better use of technology in the classroom
to benefit students. This year marks the first in which any
university from Kuwait participated in the conference.  

The conference gathered instructors and lecturers
from over 50 universities across the globe.  It offered an
ensemble of keynote addresses, faculty innovation ses-
sions, technology workshops, and education-focused
vendor exhibits. The conference program has evolved
over the years to reflect emerging trends in technology
applications in higher education.

In attendance from GUST were Math Foundation Unit
faculty members Caroline Flaherty and Shiny Verghese,
who ran a workshop called “Increasing Student
Motivation in the Math Classroom: Technology as a
Lever.”  During the workshop, Flaherty and  Verghese
spoke of the six key elements that form their teaching
mantra: purpose, pedagogy, planning, preparation, prac-
tice, and patience; and touched upon the different tech-
nologies integrated into lesson-delivery at GUST.  They
went on to explain how this was inherent to understanding
the nature of GUST students and recognizing the realities
of today’s technologically-centric world.  They also dis-
cussed how the incorporation of technology has made
classes more engaging to students, while at the same time

improved their motivation and stimulated independent
thinking. 

GUST FPU Director, Dr Ilene Winokur, said, “As the
world around us changes, so must we.  As educators, we
must consistently strive to find ways to relate to and con-
nect with our students - just as they adapt and find ways
to connect with the world they live in.  This conference
was a prime opportunity to learn from other lecturers and
instructors by listening to their experiences, and try to
find even more new ways to bring in technology into the
classroom in ways that would benefit our students.”

The FTT conference has taken place annually for the
last 16 years, however, this is the first time that any univer-
sity from Kuwait has participated, which adds much-
needed local insight to GUST’s partner, UMSL. Other
workshops at FTTC included “The Intersection of
Mathematics, Art, and Technology”, presented by
Southeast Missouri State University, and “One Size
Doesn’t Fit All-Learning Options to Address Diverse
Student Needs”, delivered by UMSL itself.

GUST participates
at UMSL Conference

Mashael Bashir and Khaled Al-Sanousi pose with students at the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra
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01:40 X-Men: First Class
03:55 The Viral Factor
06:00 Star Wars: The Force Awakens
08:20 Nick Of Time
09:55 X-Men: First Class
12:10 Judge Dredd
13:55 Star Wars: The Force Awakens
16:15 Knight And Day
18:15 Snake Eyes
20:00 The Rock
22:20 Bloodrayne: The Third Reich
23:45 The Night Crew

00:50 Lone Star Law
01:45 Treehouse Masters
02:40 Treehouse Masters
03:35 Treehouse Masters
04:25 Treehouse Masters
06:02 Rugged Justice
06:49 Rugged Justice
07:36 Gorilla School
08:00 Gorilla School
08:25 Escape To Chimp Eden
08:50 Escape To Chimp Eden
09:15 Treehouse Masters
10:10 Rugged Justice
11:05 Mutant Planet
12:00 Escape To Chimp Eden
12:28 Escape To Chimp Eden
12:55 Cats 101
13:50 Dogs 101: New Tricks
14:18 Dogs 101: New Tricks
14:45 Rugged Justice
15:40 Mutant Planet
16:35 Lone Star Law
17:30 Treehouse Masters
18:25 Monsters Inside Me
19:20 Catching Monsters
20:15 Rugged Justice
21:10 Escape To Chimp Eden
21:38 Escape To Chimp Eden
22:05 Monsters Inside Me
23:00 Mountain Monsters
23:55 Mutant Planet

00:00 EastEnders
00:35 Kat & Alfie: Redwater
01:25 Line Of Duty
02:25 Unforgotten
03:15 Unforgotten
04:05 Doctors
04:35 EastEnders
05:10 The Coroner
06:00 Doctors
06:30 Doctors
07:00 EastEnders
07:30 Dickensian
08:20 Call The Midwife
09:15 Doctors
09:45 EastEnders
10:15 Father Brown
11:05 Casualty
12:00 Dickensian
12:45 Call The Midwife
13:45 Doctors
14:15 EastEnders
14:45 Father Brown
15:35 Dickensian
16:25 Call The Midwife
17:25 Casualty
18:15 Casualty
19:10 Father Brown
20:05 Paula
21:00 Paula
22:00 Prime Suspect: Tennison
22:50 Prime Suspect: Tennison
23:40 Casualty

00:00 Homicide: Hours To Kill
01:00 Robbie Coltrane’s Critical
Evidence
02:00 Homicide Hunter
03:00 Measuring Evil: Britain’s
Worst Killers
04:00 Homicide: Hours To Kill
05:00 Robbie Coltrane’s Critical
Evidence
06:00 Homicide Hunter
07:00 The First 48
08:00 Ms. Homicide
09:00 It Takes A Killer
09:30 It Takes A Killer
10:00 Homicide Hunter
11:00 My Crazy Ex
12:00 My Crazy Ex
15:00 It Takes A Killer
15:30 It Takes A Killer
16:00 Ms. Homicide
17:00 The First 48
18:00 The First 48
19:00 Holloway: Women Behind Bars
20:00 It Takes A Killer
20:30 It Takes A Killer
21:00 Homicide Hunter
22:00 Ms. Homicide
23:00 Cold Case Files

00:05 Russell Howard’s Stand Up
Central
00:55 The Alternative Comedy
Experience
01:20 Problematic With Moshe
Kasher
01:45 Inside Amy Schumer
02:10 Another Period
02:35 South Park
03:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
03:25 Inside Amy Schumer
03:50 Another Period
04:15 Kroll Show
04:40 Nathan For You
05:05 Tosh.0
05:30 Disaster Date
05:55 Ridiculousness Arabia
06:20 Bondi Ink.
07:15 Catch A Contractor
08:05 The Jim Gaffigan Show
08:30 I Live With Models
08:55 Workaholics
09:20 Kroll Show
09:45 Nathan For You
10:10 Tosh.0
10:35 Bondi Ink.
11:25 Disaster Date
11:50 Ridiculousness Arabia
12:15 Impractical Jokers
12:40 Catch A Contractor
13:30 Nathan For You
13:55 The Jim Gaffigan Show
14:20 I Live With Models
14:45 Workaholics
15:10 Friends
15:35 Disaster Date
16:00 Ridiculousness Arabia
16:30 Impractical Jokers
16:55 Workaholics
17:20 I Live With Models
17:45 Disaster Date
18:10 The Jim Gaffigan Show
18:35 Catch A Contractor
19:25 Impractical Jokers
19:50 Friends
20:35 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
21:00 The President Show
21:30 Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef

22:00 Ridiculousness Arabia
22:25 The Alternative Comedy
Experience
22:50 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
23:15 Tosh.0
23:40 The President Show

00:30 Kids Do The Craziest Things
00:55 Kids Do The Craziest Things
01:20 Kids Do The Craziest Things
01:45 Kids Do The Craziest Things
02:10 Beverly Hills Groomer
02:35 Beverly Hills Groomer
03:00 Beverly Hills Groomer
03:25 Beverly Hills Groomer
03:50 Ultimate Survival
04:40 Ultimate Survival
05:30 Storm Chasers
06:20 How It’s Made
06:40 How It’s Made
07:00 Beverly Hills Groomer
07:25 Beverly Hills Groomer
07:50 Storm Chasers
08:40 How It’s Made
09:05 How It’s Made
09:30 Mythbusters
10:20 Ultimate Survival
11:10 Free Ride
12:00 Kings Of The Wild
12:50 How It’s Made
13:15 How It’s Made
13:40 Mythbusters
14:30 Beverly Hills Groomer
14:55 Beverly Hills Groomer
15:20 Storm Chasers
16:10 Ultimate Survival
17:00 Free Ride
17:50 Kings Of The Wild
18:40 Mythbusters
19:30 How It’s Made
19:55 How It’s Made
20:20 Kids Do The Craziest Things
20:45 Kids Do The Craziest Things
21:10 Free Ride
22:00 Kings Of The Wild
22:50 Bear Grylls: Born Survivor
23:40 Storm Chasers

00:50 Paranormal Lockdown With
Nick Groff
01:45 Paranormal Lockdown With
Nick Groff
02:40 Haunted Towns
03:35 American Monster
04:30 Chandra Levy: An American
Murder Mystery
05:25 I Am Homicide
06:20 The Perfect Murder
07:10 Lone Star Mystery: A
Disappeared Special
08:00 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
08:25 Disappeared
09:15 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
09:40 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
10:10 Southern Fried Homicide
11:05 Obsession: Dark Desires
12:00 Fatal Encounters
12:55 Disappeared
13:50 I Almost Got Away With It
14:45 Southern Fried Homicide
15:40 Obsession: Dark Desires
16:35 Lone Star Mystery: A
Disappeared Special
17:30 Disappeared
18:25 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
18:50 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
19:20 I Almost Got Away With It
20:15 Unravelled
21:10 Obsession: Dark Desires
22:05 Disappeared
23:00 Obsession: Dark Desires
23:55 Chandra Levy: An American
Murder Mystery

00:10 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Hank Zipzer
01:25 Alex & Co.
01:45 The Hive
01:50 Evermoor Chronicles
02:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
02:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:05 Binny And The Ghost
03:30 Binny And The Ghost
03:55 Hank Zipzer
04:15 The Hive
04:20 Hank Zipzer
04:45 Alex & Co.
05:10 Alex & Co.
05:35 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
06:00 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
06:25 Binny And The Ghost
06:45 The Hive
06:50 Rolling With The Ronks S1
Splits
07:00 Tangled Before Ever After
07:55 Under Wraps
08:45 Bunk’d
09:10 Stuck In The Middle
09:35 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
10:00 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
10:25 Lolirock
10:50 Lolirock
11:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
11:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
12:05 Hank Zipzer
12:30 Alex & Co.
12:55 Alex & Co.
13:20 Lolirock
13:45 Lolirock
14:10 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
14:35 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
15:00 K.C. Undercover
15:25 Bizaardvark
15:50 Elena Of Avalor
16:15 Stuck In The Waterpark
17:00 Tangled
17:25 Bizaardvark
17:30 The Scariest Story Ever: A
Mickey Mouse Halloween
17:55 K.C. Undercover
18:20 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...
18:45 Girl Meets World
19:10 Twitches
20:35 Jessie
21:00 Tangled
21:25 K.C. Undercover
21:50 K.C. Undercover
22:15 Stuck In The Middle

22:40 Bunk’d
23:05 Rolling With The Ronks S1
Splits
23:20 Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug...

23:45 Lolirock
Disney Junior
00:20 Henry Hugglemonster
00:40 Loopdidoo
01:00 Henry Hugglemonster
01:15 Calimero
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Loopdidoo
02:20 Henry Hugglemonster
02:35 Calimero
02:50 Henry Hugglemonster
03:05 Art Attack
03:30 Henry Hugglemonster
03:40 Loopdidoo
03:55 Henry Hugglemonster
04:10 Art Attack
04:35 Loopdidoo
04:50 Calimero
05:05 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Henry Hugglemonster
06:00 Art Attack
06:30 Henry Hugglemonster
06:45 Loopdidoo
07:00 Henry Hugglemonster
07:15 Calimero
07:30 Loopdidoo
07:45 Henry Hugglemonster
08:00 Sofia The First
08:30 Puppy Dog Pals
09:00 Disney Lights, Camera, Lexi!
09:05 Mickey’s Monster Musical
09:50 Disney Lights, Camera, Lexi!
10:00 Vampirina
10:30 Sofia The First
11:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
11:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
12:00 Doc McStuffins
12:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:00 Disney Lights, Camera, Lexi!
13:05 Sofia The First: The Curse Of
Princess Ivy
13:50 Disney Lights, Camera, Lexi!
14:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:30 PJ Masks
15:00 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
15:30 Doc McStuffins
16:00 Puppy Dog Pals
16:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
17:00 Mickey’s Monster Musical
17:45 Disney Lights, Camera, Lexi!
17:55 Vampirina
18:25 Puppy Dog Pals
18:55 Sofia The First
19:25 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
19:55 Doc McStuffins
20:25 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse

20:55 Sofia The First: The Mystic
Isles
21:45 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
22:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
22:45 Doc McStuffins
23:15 Goldie & Bear
23:45 Mickey’s Monster Musical
Discovery HD
00:20 Street Customs 2008
01:05 Idris Elba: Fighter
01:50 Mega Trains
02:35 What On Earth?
03:20 Fast N’ Loud
04:05 Treasure Quest: Snake Island
04:50 Alaska: The Last Frontier
05:35 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Outback Truckers
06:45 Street Customs 2008
07:30 Fast N’ Loud
08:15 Treasure Quest: Snake Island
09:00 Deals, Wheels And Steals
09:25 How Do They Do It?
09:47 How Do They Do It?
10:10 Street Outlaws
10:55 Carspotting
11:40 Misfit Garage
12:25 How Do They Do It?
12:47 Extreme Collectors
13:10 Alaska: The Last Frontier
13:55 Treasure Quest: Snake Island
14:40 Outback Truckers
15:25 Fast N’ Loud
16:10 Street Customs 2008
17:00 How Do They Do It?
17:25 How Do They Do It?
17:50 Extreme Collectors
18:20 Deals, Wheels And Steals
18:50 Treasure Quest: Snake Island
19:40 How Do They Do It?
21:00 Gold Rush
21:50 Gold Divers
22:40 Gold Rush
23:30 Fast N’ Loud

06:00 Disney11
06:25 Supa Strikas
06:50 Marvel’s Spider-Man
07:15 Right NOW Kapow
07:40 Mech-X4
08:05 Star Wars: The Freemaker
Adventures
08:10 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
09:00 Supa Strikas
09:25 Supa Strikas
09:50 Walk The Prank
10:20 Walk The Prank
10:45 Gravity Falls
11:35 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
12:30 Phineas And Ferb
12:55 Phineas And Ferb
13:20 Zeke And Luther
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
14:40 Gravity Falls
15:05 Lab Rats
15:30 Milo Murphy’s Law
15:55 Right NOW Kapow
16:25 Walk The Prank
16:50 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
17:15 The Scariest Story Ever: A
Mickey Mouse Halloween
17:40 Marvel’s Spider-Man
18:05 Supa Strikas
18:30 Star Wars: The Freemaker
Adventures
18:35 Disney11
19:00 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
19:25 Right NOW Kapow
19:50 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
19:55 Mech-X4
20:20 Walk The Prank
20:45 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
21:10 Gravity Falls
21:35 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Lab Rats
22:10 Lab Rats
22:35 Phineas & Ferb
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am 

00:00 The Platinum Life
00:55 Famously Single
01:50 E! News
02:50 Celebrity Style Story
03:20 Celebrity Style Story
03:50 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry

04:40 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 So Cosmo
06:55 E! News
07:25 So Cosmo
08:20 So Cosmo
09:15 So Cosmo
10:10 E! News
10:40 Celebrity Style Story
11:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 E! News
15:30 Celebrity Style Story
16:00 Botched
17:00 Botched
18:00 Botched
19:00 Botched
20:00 The Platinum Life
21:00 The Platinum Life
22:00 Eric And Jessie
22:30 Celebrity Style Story
23:00 E! News
23:15 Famously Single

00:00 Bakers vs. Fakers
01:00 Siba’s Table
01:30 Siba’s Table
02:00 Jenny And Reza’s Fabulous
Food Academy
02:30 Jenny And Reza’s Fabulous
Food Academy
03:00 Chopped
04:00 Bakers vs. Fakers
05:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
06:00 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
06:25 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
06:50 Anna Olson: Fresh
07:15 The Kitchen
08:05 The Pioneer Woman
08:30 The Pioneer Woman
08:55 Siba’s Table
09:25 Siba’s Table
09:55 Cooking For Real
10:25 Cooking For Real
10:55 The Kitchen
11:45 Bake With Anna Olson
12:10 The Pioneer Woman
12:35 The Pioneer Woman
13:00 Siba’s Table
13:30 Siba’s Table
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00 Chopped
16:00 The Kitchen
17:00 Bake With Anna Olson
17:30 Bake With Anna Olson
18:00 Chopped
19:00 Halloween Baking
Championship
20:00 Restaurant Stakeout
21:00 Mystery Diners
21:30 Mystery Diners
22:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
22:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
23:00 Chopped

00:10 Guess This House
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Emmerdale
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 The Chase
03:25 Britain’s Secrets With Anne
Robinson
04:25 It’s Not Rocket Science
05:15 Couples Come Dine With Me
06:10 Guess This House
07:05 The Chase
08:00 Britain’s Secrets With Anne
Robinson
09:00 It’s Not Rocket Science
10:00 Couples Come Dine With Me
10:55 Guess This House
11:50 The Chase
12:45 Emmerdale
13:15 Coronation Street
13:45 Coronation Street
14:15 Guess This House
15:10 The Chase
16:00 Churchill’s Secret
17:50 Couples Come Dine With Me
18:45 Emmerdale
19:15 Coronation Street
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 The Chase
21:00 Churchill’s Secret
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Coronation Street
23:40 Coronation Street

00:00 The Real Bronson
01:00 Ancient Discoveries
02:00 Hoard Hunters
03:00 How The States Got Their
Shapes
03:25 How The States Got Their
Shapes
03:50 In Search Of Aliens
04:40 The Greeks
05:30 The Real Bronson
06:20 Ancient Discoveries
07:10 The Universe
08:00 Ancient Aliens
09:00 How The States Got Their
Shapes
09:30 How The States Got Their
Shapes
10:00 In Search Of Aliens
11:00 Pirate Treasure Of The
Knights Templar
12:00 Hoard Hunters
13:00 How The States Got Their
Shapes
13:30 How The States Got Their
Shapes
14:00 Ancient Aliens
15:00 Hangar 1: The UFO Files
16:00 In Search Of Aliens
17:00 Pirate Treasure Of The
Knights Templar
18:00 Hoard Hunters
19:00 America: The Story Of The
U.S.
20:00 Patton 360
21:00 Monster Quest
22:00 Ancient Aliens
23:00 Hoard Hunters

00:20 American Pickers Best Ofs
01:10 Pawn Stars
01:35 Storage Wars
02:00 Mountain Men
02:45 Pawn Stars
03:15 American Pickers
04:05 Pawn Stars
04:30 Pawn Stars
05:00 Swamp People
06:00 Fifth Gear
06:50 Aussie Pickers
07:40 Counting Cars
08:05 Counting Cars
08:30 Pawn Stars
08:55 Pawn Stars
09:20 Aussie Pickers
10:10 Ax Men
11:00 Ozzy And Jack’s World Detour
11:50 Duck Dynasty
12:15 Duck Dynasty
12:40 Counting Cars

13:05 Counting Cars
13:30 Time Team
14:20 Swamp People
15:10 Alone
16:00 Time Team
16:50 Swamp People
17:40 Pawn Stars
18:05 Storage Wars
18:30 American Pickers
19:20 Mountain Men
20:10 Pawn Stars
20:35 Pawn Stars
21:00 American Ripper In London
21:50 WW2 Treasure Hunters
22:40 Pawn Stars
23:05 Pawn Stars
23:30 Mountain Men

00:45 The Food Files
01:10 Route Awakening
01:40 Cruise Ship Diaries
02:35 Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen
03:00 John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure
03:30 Places We Go
03:55 Places We Go
04:25 Chasing The Sun
04:50 Route Awakening
05:20 Rustic Adventures Argentina
05:45 Rustic Adventures Argentina
06:15 Mega Food
07:10 Cruise Ship Diaries
08:05 Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen
08:30 John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure
09:00 Places We Go
09:25 Places We Go
09:55 Chasing The Sun
10:20 Route Awakening
10:50 Rustic Adventures Argentina
11:15 Rustic Adventures Argentina
11:45 Mega Food
12:40 Cruise Ship Diaries
13:35 Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen
14:00 John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure
14:30 Places We Go
14:55 Chasing The Sun
15:25 Street Food Around The
World
15:50 Route Awakening
16:20 Rustic Adventures Argentina
16:45 Rustic Adventures Argentina
17:15 Mega Food
18:10 Lucky Chow
18:35 Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen
19:05 Street Food Around The
World
19:30 Route Awakening
20:00 Rustic Adventures Argentina
20:30 Rustic Adventures Argentina
21:00 Mega Food
22:00 Lucky Chow
22:25 Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen
22:55 Cruise Ship Diaries
23:50 Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen

00:10 Cold Water Gold
01:00 Hell On Earth
03:00 Big Fish, Texas
04:00 Cold Water Gold
05:00 Caught In The Act
06:00 The Known Universe
07:00 Hard Time
08:00 Richard Hammond’s Wildest
Weather
09:00 Caught In The Act
10:00 I Am Rebel
11:00 Highway Thru Hell
12:00 Nazi Megastructures
13:00 The Known Universe
14:00 Building Invincible
15:00 Hard Time
16:00 I Am Rebel
17:00 Highway Thru Hell
18:00 Nazi Megastructures
19:00 Mega Factories
20:00 I Am Rebel
20:50 Highway Thru Hell
21:40 Nazi Megastructures
22:30 Mega Factories
23:20 Building Invincible

00:20 Ultimate Animal Countdown
01:10 Man v. Monster
02:00 Polar Bear Invasion
02:50 Ultimate Animal Countdown
03:45 Caught In The Act
04:40 Gorilla Murders
05:35 Polar Bear Invasion
06:30 Ultimate Animal Countdown
07:25 Caught In The Act
08:20 Gorilla Murders
09:15 World’s Weirdest Pets
Compilation
10:10 Safari Brothers
11:05 Animals Gone Wild
12:00 Alien Crab
12:55 Viper Queens
13:50 Madagascar’s Legendary
Lemurs
14:45 Caught In The Act
15:40 Sea Of Hope: America’s
Underwater Treasures
16:35 Borneo’s Secret Kingdom:
Weird And Wild
17:30 Safari Brothers
18:25 Animals Gone Wild
19:20 Caught In The Act
20:10 Sea Of Hope: America’s
Underwater Treasures
21:00 Borneo’s Secret Kingdom:
Weird And Wild
21:50 Safari Brothers
22:40 Animals Gone Wild
23:30 Alien Crab

00:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
00:36 Rabbids Invasion
01:00 Rabbids Invasion
01:24 Sanjay And Craig
01:48 Sanjay And Craig
02:12 Winx Club
02:36 Winx Club
03:00 Harvey Beaks
03:24 Harvey Beaks
03:48 The Loud House
04:12 The Loud House
04:36 Breadwinners
05:00 Breadwinners
05:24 Get Blake
05:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:00 The Loud House
07:24 Rabbids Invasion
07:48 Get Blake
08:12 Harvey Beaks
08:36 Sanjay And Craig
09:00 Rank The Prank
09:24 Henry Danger
09:48 100 Things To Do Before High
School
10:12 Game Shakers
10:36 Regal Academy
11:00 Winx Club
11:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
11:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
12:12 The Loud House

12:36 Rabbids Invasion
13:00 Breadwinners
13:24 Sanjay And Craig
13:48 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
14:12 School Of Rock
14:36 100 Things To Do Before High
School
15:00 Hunter Street
15:24 Breadwinners
15:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
16:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
16:36 The Loud House
17:00 Sanjay And Craig
17:24 Harvey Beaks
17:48 Hunter Street
18:12 Henry Danger
18:36 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
19:00 School Of Rock
19:24 Game Shakers
19:48 The Thundermans
20:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:00 The Loud House
21:24 Sanjay And Craig
21:48 Rabbids Invasion
22:12 Breadwinners
22:36 Harvey Beaks
23:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

00:15 Shimmer And Shine
00:39 Shimmer And Shine
01:01 Max & Ruby
01:25 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
01:36 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
01:47 The Day Henry Met
01:52 The Day Henry Met
01:57 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:19 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:41 Zack & Quack
03:03 Shimmer And Shine
03:25 Olive The Ostrich
03:30 Olive The Ostrich
03:35 Paw Patrol
03:58 Little Charmers
04:10 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
04:22 Dora The Explorer
04:44 Max & Ruby
05:06 The Day Henry Met
05:11 Nella The Princess Knight
05:35 Shimmer And Shine
05:59 Wallykazam!
06:21 Zack & Quack
06:32 The Day Henry Met
06:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
07:00 Rusty Rivets
07:13 Paw Patrol
07:37 Dora The Explorer
08:00 Zack & Quack
08:21 Bubble Guppies
08:44 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
09:07 Paw Patrol
09:30 Shimmer And Shine
09:53 Nella The Princess Knight
10:15 The Day Henry Met
10:21 Paw Patrol
10:44 Rusty Rivets
11:05 Wallykazam!
11:28 Bubble Guppies
11:52 Team Umizoomi
12:15 Shimmer And Shine
13:01 Max & Ruby
13:25 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
13:47 The Day Henry Met
13:57 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
14:40 Zack & Quack
15:01 Shimmer And Shine
15:23 Nella The Princess Knight
15:35 Paw Patrol
15:58 Little Charmers
16:10 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
16:22 Dora The Explorer
16:44 Max & Ruby
17:06 The Day Henry Met
17:11 Nella The Princess Knight
17:35 Shimmer And Shine
17:59 Wallykazam!
18:21 Zack & Quack
18:32 The Day Henry Met
18:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
19:00 Rusty Rivets
19:13 Paw Patrol
19:37 Dora The Explorer
20:00 Zack & Quack
20:21 Bubble Guppies
20:44 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
21:07 Paw Patrol
21:30 Shimmer And Shine
21:53 Nella The Princess Knight
22:15 The Day Henry Met
22:22 Paw Patrol
22:45 Rusty Rivets
23:07 Wallykazam!
23:30 Bubble Guppies
23:52 Team Umizoomi

00:10 The Parent Trap
02:20 Eight Below
04:20 Kung Fu Panda 3
06:00 The Muppets
07:45 Brother Bear
09:15 The Parent Trap
11:30 The Muppets
13:15 Finding Nemo
15:00 The Wild
16:25 The Haunted Mansion
17:55 The Princess Diaries 2: Royal
Engagement
19:50 The Sorcerer’s Apprentice
21:40 Finding Nemo
23:25 The Nightmare Before
Christmas

01:25 Cooties
03:00 Turner & Hooch
04:45 Sister Act 2: Back In The Habit
06:35 Oscar
08:30 Yoga Hosers
10:00 Turner & Hooch
11:45 Sister Act 2: Back In The Habit
13:35 Oscar
15:30 Three Men And A Little Lady
17:15 Joe Somebody
19:05 The Ladykillers
20:50 Dead 7
22:25 Tyler Perry’s Boo: A Madea
Halloween

00:00 Carrington
02:10 Suffragette
04:05 5 Flights Up
05:50 Fort McCoy
07:45 Dead Poets Society
10:05 5 Flights Up
11:50 Suffragette
13:45 Man In The Moon
15:35 A Birder’s Guide To
Everything
17:10 Lawrence Of Arabia
20:50 12 Angry Men
22:35 Eat That Question - Frank
Zappa In His Own

01:15 Pooh’s Heffalump Halloween
Movie
02:30 Amila’s Secret
03:40 The Adventures Of The
American Rabbit
05:10 Memory Loss
06:40 Moomin And Midsummer
Madness
08:00 Song Of The Sea
09:40 Ploddy Police Car
11:10 Catcher: Cat City 2
12:50 Pooh’s Heffalump Halloween
Movie
14:05 Amila’s Secret
15:15 Ozzy
16:55 Ploddy Police Car
18:25 The Wheelers
19:50 Izzie’s Way Home
21:15 Ozzy
22:55 Song Of The Sea

01:30 Nacho Libre
03:05 Krampus
04:50 The Express
07:00 Last Action Hero
09:15 The Bad News Bears
11:10 The Count Of Monte Cristo
13:20 Blown Away
15:25 The War
17:30 Spectre
20:00 Dracula Untold
22:00 Bram Stoker’s Dracula

00:40 Rise Of The Machines
01:30 Rise Of The Machines
02:20 Rise Of The Machines
03:10 How The Universe Works
04:00 Mythbusters
04:48 Mythbusters
05:36 Mythbusters
06:24 Mythbusters
07:12 Mythbusters
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 Dangerman
09:14 Mythbusters
10:02 Rise Of The Machines
10:50 How Do They Do It?
11:14 Food Factory
11:38 How The Universe Works
12:26 Dangerman
13:14 Mythbusters
14:02 How Do They Do It?
14:26 Food Factory
14:50 Rise Of The Machines
15:38 Dangerman
16:26 How The Universe Works
17:14 Mythbusters
18:02 Rise Of The Machines
18:50 Dangerman
19:40 Mythbusters
20:30 Invisible Worlds
21:20 How Do They Do It?
21:45 Food Factory
22:10 The Gamechangers: Inventing
The World
23:00 Invisible Worlds
23:50 Dangerman

01:30 Kate & Leopold
03:30 Finding Neverland
05:30 The Aviator
08:15 The Faculty
10:15 There Will Be Blood
13:00 O
14:45 Kate & Leopold
16:45 Havoc
18:00 Pretty Woman
20:00 The Gift
22:00 Jane Eyre

00:00 Who Lives Here?
01:00 Who Lives Here?
02:00 Along For The Bride
02:30 Along For The Bride
03:00 Making Mr. Right
04:00 Project Accessory
05:00 House Of DVF
06:00 Who Lives Here?
07:00 Who Lives Here?
08:00 Along For The Bride
08:30 Along For The Bride
09:00 Making Mr. Right
10:00 Project Accessory
11:00 House Of DVF
12:00 Who Lives Here?
13:00 Who Lives Here?
14:00 Along For The Bride
14:30 Along For The Bride
15:00 Making Mr. Right
16:00 Project Accessory
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 Project Runway
19:00 Project Runway
20:00 Wedding Band
21:00 Making Mr. Right
22:00 Project Accessory
23:00 House Of DVF

00:20 Cake Boss
00:42 Cake Boss
01:05 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
01:50 This Is Life With Carissa
Cupido
02:35 Outdaughtered: Busby Quints
03:20 Little People, Big World
04:05 Toddlers & Tiaras
04:50 Dare To Wear
05:35 Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids
06:00 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
06:45 Cake Boss
07:07 Cake Boss
07:30 7 Little Johnstons
08:15 Little People, Big World
09:00 Cake Boss
09:25 Toddlers & Tiaras
10:10 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
10:55 The Undateables
11:40 Cake Boss
12:02 Cake Boss
12:25 Say Yes To The Dress
13:10 Sister Wives
13:55 Toddlers & Tiaras
14:40 Little People, Big World
15:25 Finding My Twin Stranger
16:10 Love, Lust Or Run
16:35 Cake Boss
17:00 Say Yes To The Dress UK
17:25 Say Yes To The Dress UK
17:50 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners
18:50 Dare To Wear
19:40 Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids
20:10 Cake Boss
20:35 Cake Boss
21:00 7 Little Johnstons
21:50 Baby Changes Everything
22:40 Return To Amish
23:30 90 Days To Wed



A diet or some other self-improvement endeavor will work now. There is a
no-nonsense sort of feeling this day. The choices you make just naturally make sense.
You are constantly stripping away the debris to reveal the truth or subject matter. You
are in a very business-like mind and can be caught in deep concentration quite often this
day. Perhaps this is a good time to tackle updating the family records and paying bills.
You have a lot of energy for improving your skills and are very motivated to improve;
sing! You are in a good mood this evening and may even feel you have accomplished
more than you had planned to do. You may be able to enjoy and feel especially kind
towards a friend this evening; perhaps you will cook dinner.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Your career may be mostly tied to your appearance and how you come
across to others. You may find that this is a good time to go through all the clothes in
your closet; set aside those that need cleaning and those that are out of season and per-
haps a few things for charity. You are successful and you try to keep current in clothing
and fashion. You work to make changes in yourself and also you work for the world at
large. New people come into your life all the time and you are good about taking the
opportunity to find where they fit into your life and how you can share with each other
all sorts of information like investments, vacations, hobbies, etc. Very few people meet
another person with this attitude of anticipation and adventure; there is joy.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Good fortune will shine on you—opportunities become available for what-
ever you are in favor of at this time. Situations are almost specially made

for you and it is easy to see which path is the one to take. You make your way through
ideas, concepts and your ability to communicate and express them to others. Young peo-
ple or a love relationship could bring you small problems to solve today. You will have to
slow your pace and give yourself time to think through situations. Ask yourself what the
real issue is and you will be able to see a positive outcome. Challenges are a great indi-
cation that a change is needed. You are a good teacher. Family members work, play and
worship together. There is time this evening for a game or two. Charades anyone?

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Rewarding days make up for all the stress that comes with those challeng-
ing days. Friends in need or something you believe in that will suffer from a

lack of your support is the issue that comes to your attention. You may be called upon to
lend a hand. This could be an acquaintance that has not yet allowed a friendship to
occur. You make a good mentor in this respect as others see you jump in and help out.
The energies of the universe are working with you and will help you with whatever is
needed. You have a strong desire to branch out and help with some favorite organization
that has been asking for volunteers. This may be endangered animals, lost children, food
for the homeless or elderly, etc. Family members draw close tonight. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

New beginnings are positive signs. This may mean a new home, new baby,
new family member, new pet, etc. Insights and solutions are available during the day that
will help make this new event most comfortable. This is a good time to interact with oth-
ers and get much accomplished. You have the confidence to tackle anything with the spir-
it of a winner. You could build a step stool or a better shelf, paint a cabinet, etc. You enjoy
creating the neat and beautiful and today you may spend much time doing just that. This
afternoon you may do a bit of shopping to prepare for cold weather. There is a greater
appreciation for things of value and the idea of value itself. You and a mate or family
member may decide to discuss the budget this evening.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Working life and daily habits come into sharp focus now. You may busy
yourself to prepare meals ahead of time and lunches for the workweek or for the school
week. Some special sweet baking may enter your mind and by the afternoon the house
will take on a smell that is really special. Busying yourself with a little fun time on the inter-
net, you may be quite surprised at the new techniques to help with the working process
and the learning process as well as a little music or story time to take on a walk with you
and the dog. Unconventional hobbies and other forms of self-expression that break from
the norm are part of your life now. When the homework is completed a child may join you
with your hobby—take the time to play. Romance is near.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Your ideas may not agree with the direction your future is taking. Of
course, this may mean a delay in plans, not necessarily a cancellation of plans. Bide your
time—you will get the opportunity for which you have been waiting. Right now, the key to
your future goals involves tending to the nagging details—whatever you have neglected
or put aside. Concentrate on your tasks or projects one by one and you will complete the
process of elimination more quickly than you thought possible. This afternoon you plan an
enjoyable evening for yourself and your loved one. You resolve to spend more time with
this special someone in your life. Dreams, fantasies and the urge to be expressive pay off

for you now. A loved one returns your poetic gestures.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You may not be able to keep your mind on your job or whatever you are
doing just now. However, you make good job-related decisions regardless

of what sort of interruptions occur. It will be hard for you to do wrong, for all the cycles
are working in your favor. You have the ability to jump in and help in matters you really
don’t know much about but are willing to learn. It is your willingness that attracts others
to you when help is needed. You will have to practice saying no so that you do not
become too stressed. You stay in the thick of things this afternoon, helping people and
completing tasks that others would not go near. This may mean you are a firefighter or a
veterinarian or in some other difficult profession. Relax tonight.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Others value you for your ability to make practical decisions concerning
group issues. The next volunteer project is a difficult one but a most praise-

worthy one and your friends want to lend a helping hand. Through voting, the group can
rotate the people that help lead the whole group, and perhaps the choosing of the charity.
This may mean making yourselves available to young people in an orphanage and taking
the children shopping or teaching some beneficial life task they can learn and be proud of
knowing. Whatever the group votes on that is within the boundary of time and abilities of
the group will become perfectly awe-inspiring. A rehab group may need aid and be con-
sidered. Family holds your interest tonight—there are fun happenings.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

A loan will be easy to obtain tomorrow but for now you can make out a list
of items you own so that you will have something to show as collateral. This loan could be
to improve the home or to purchase a car. Things are happening and your career or path
depends upon your own ambition to do extremely well; be patient and know when to bide
your time. You are able to use good common sense to guide you and you can feel the
trends and make the right moves. The time is coming soon to take action and get ahead.
You may contemplate a career move and next week is a most positive one as you make
yourself known. You may feel that the job you are in now, no longer appeals to you. Think
about how to make money doing something you really love.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1748  

ACROSS
1. The portion of the vertebrate nervous
system consisting of the brain and spinal
cord.
4. A handsaw for cutting with the grain of
the wood.
12. Surface layer of ground containing a
matt of grass and grass roots.
15. Resinlike substance secreted by certain
lac insects.
16. A surgical instrument used to remove
sections of bone from the skull.
17. A constellation in the southern hemi-
sphere near Telescopium and Norma.
18. A federal agency established to coordi-
nate programs aimed at reducing pollution
and protecting the environment.
19. A port in northern Belgium on the
Scheldt river.
20. A popular vacation spot in the
Canadian Rockies.
22. British physicist (born in Hungary) not-
ed for his work on holography (1900-1979).
24. Fossil fuel consisting of carbonized veg-
etable matter deposited in the
Carboniferous period.
26. A flat float (usually made of logs or
planks) that can be used for transport or as
a platform for swimmers.
27. (informal) Inclined to club together.
30. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
31. (optics) Varying slightly from a perfectly
spherical shape.
34. A former agency (from 1946 to 1974)
that was responsible for research into
atomic energy and its peacetime uses in the
United States.
37. The capital of Malta.
39. The seventh month of the Hindu calen-
dar.
41. Slightly open.
42. A small island.
45. Imperial dynasty that ruled China (most
of the time) from 206 BC to 221 and
expanded its boundaries and developed its
bureaucracy.
46. Tastelessness by virtue of being cheap
and vulgar.
51. An alloy of mercury with another metal
(usually silver) used by dentists to fill cavi-
ties in teeth.
54. A Bantu language spoken in the coastal
regions of eastern Kenya.
55. Type genus of the Ranidae.
56. A wrong action attributable to bad
judgment or ignorance or inattention.
58. Of or relating to or characteristic of the
Republic of Chad or its people or language.
59. Of or relating to or supporting
Hinduism.
60. Designer drug designed to have the
effects of amphetamines (it floods the brain
with serotonin) but to avoid the drug laws.
61. Used as a Hindi courtesy title.
64. Having or localized centrally at a focus.
66. A Chadic language spoken south of
Lake Chad.
70. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-
cially in Turkey).
74. Any of several small ungulate mammals
of Africa and Asia with rodent-like incisors
and feet with hooflike toes.
75. A bachelor's degree in theology.
76. The front limb (or homologous structure
in other animals such as a flipper or wing).
77. The elementary stages of any subject
(usually plural).
78. Grass mowed and cured for use as fod-
der.
79. Brown or blackish Alpine mosses having
a dehiscent capsule with 4 longitudinal slits.

80. The longer of the two telegraphic sig-
nals used in Morse code.

DOWN
1. Large swift fly the female of which sucks
blood of various animals.
2. Plant with an elongated head of broad
stalked leaves resembling celery.
3. Someone who works (or provides work-
ers) during a strike.
4. A young (film) actress who is publicized
as a future star.
5. According to need (physicians use PRN
in writing prescriptions).
6. The basic unit of money in Bulgaria.
7. A medicinal drug used to evoke vomiting
(especially in cases of drug overdose or
poisoning).
8. A deep pulsating type of pain.
9. A plant fiber used for making rope.
10. An associate degree in nursing.
11. An intricate network suggesting some-
thing that was formed by weaving or inter-
weaving.
12. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
13. German musician who developed a sys-
tem for teaching music to children (1895-
1982).
14. Informal or slang terms for mentally
irregular.
21. Any of several tall tropical palms native
to southeastern Asia having egg-shaped
nuts.
23. Of a moderate orange-yellow color.
25. A soft heavy toxic malleable metallic
element.
28. A nettle yielding fiber resembling flax.
29. Slanting diagonally across the grain of a
fabric.
32. A mountain peak in the Andes in Bolivia
(21,391 feet high).
33. Any of several trees of the genus
Platanus having thin pale bark that scales
off in small plates and lobed leaves and
ball-shaped heads of fruits.
35. An unwholesome atmosphere.
36. The cardinal number that is the sum of
eight and one.
38. A ductile gray metallic element of the
lanthanide series.
40. One of the two main branches of ortho-
dox Islam.
43. 16 ounces.
44. An ancient Hebrew unit of capacity
equal to 10 baths or 10 ephahs.
47. A soft white precious univalent metallic
element having the highest electrical and
thermal conductivity of any metal.
48. An intense and irresistible love for your-
self and concern for your own needs.
49. A sticky adhesive that is smeared on
small branches to capture small birds.
50. A rechargeable battery with a nickel
cathode and a cadmium anode.
52. A Loloish language.
53. A town in southwestern Oregon.
57. Troublemaker who participates in a vio-
lent disturbance of the peace.
62. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-
cially in Turkey).
63. Being or befitting or characteristic of an
infant.
65. A hardy cabbage with coarse curly
leaves that do not form a head.
67. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
68. A small cake leavened with yeast.
69. United States writer (born in Poland)
who wrote in Yiddish (1880-1957).
71. A master's degree in fine arts.
72. Distant but within sight.
73. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s SolutionDaily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

This is a great day, one that is full of good luck and fun opportunities. You
work at helping your family members make good decisions. Saying no to a

great-sounding investment may disappoint a few family members, but with quiet resolu-
tion, you will be rewarded. This, of course, will not concern everyone, but it will be aimed
at those that have a gut feeling about the choice. Perhaps you have a strong, positive
feeling about a real-estate investment—go for it. You may find yourself other-oriented
much of the time, particularly with many thoughts and ideas for a partnership. Friends
find that you are not the self-centered person you were in your youth. Visiting with fami-
ly friends and just hanging out is a fun pastime this afternoon.

This day is one of action and embarking on new projects. You will feel more
and more confident and outgoing. You have a sense of confidence that grows

stronger with each passing day. Things that may have been suspended will now take on
structure and shape. You should plan to continue your projects with new enthusiasm each
time because you do neat work and many people are not too surprised when they learn
you have an item that is handmade or hand carved, etc. As with the first week of this month,
these last few days could bring the urge to travel. Short trips to nearby tourist sights might
be fun. Perhaps there is a pumpkin or vegetable stand on the outskirts of your city that you
could visit—pick out that perfect pumpkin to use for decoration or for cooking.

Yesterday’s Solution

Monday, October 30, 2017
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Arrival Flights on Monday 30/10/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10

KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30

JZR 267 Beirut 00:35

KAC 504 Beirut 00:45

KAC 102 London 00:55

DLH 635 Doha 01:00

PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15

JZR 539 Cairo 01:20

UAE 853 Dubai 01:40

RJA 642 Amman 01:45

KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55

QTR 1086 Doha 02:10

ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15

GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15

KAC 418 Manila 02:50

OMA 643 Muscat 03:05

ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10

KAC 382 Delhi 03:15

MSR 612 Cairo 03:15

FDB 069 Dubai 03:15

PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25

QTR 1076 Doha 03:45

KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15

KAC 1544 Cairo 04:20

DHX 170 Bahrain 04:35

KAC 358 Kochi 04:50

KAC 414 Bangkok 04:50

KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00

FEG 933 Sohag 05:00

THY 770 Istanbul 05:25

KAC 344 Chennai 05:30

JZR 529 Asyut 05:35

KAC 362 Colombo 05:50

RSB 7861 Sharjah 06:00

BAW 157 London 06:05

KAC 204 Lahore 06:20

KAC 678 Dubai 06:25

KAC 284 Dhaka 06:35

KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40

JZR 505 Luxor 06:45

KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55

KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05

JZR 563 Sohag 07:30

KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:50

FDB 053 Dubai 07:50

KAC 384 Delhi 08:00

KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:05

UAE 855 Dubai 08:25

WAN 341 Sohag 08:35

ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55

ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00

IRA 667 Esfahan 09:15

QTR 1070 Doha 09:25

FDB 055 Dubai 09:40

WAN 114 Bahrain 10:00

GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40

MEA 404 Beirut 10:55

QTR 1074 Doha 11:00

AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:05

JZR 561 Sohag 11:10

JZR 1443 Doha 11:10

KAC 614 Bahrain 11:15

JZR 165 Dubai 11:50

MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30

UAE 871 Dubai 12:45

KAC 774 Riyadh 12:45

FEG 953 Asyut 12:55

MSR 610 Cairo 13:00

KAC 672 Dubai 13:55

KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10

QTR 1078 Doha 14:10

GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15

KAC 618 Doha 14:20

KAC 352 Kochi 14:20

FDB 059 Dubai 14:20

KAC 512 Mashhad 14:25

SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45

KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55

KAC 692 Muscat 14:55

KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55

KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55

ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05

OMA 645 Muscat 15:10

WAN 984 Tbilisi 15:25

WAN 436 Al Najaf 15:25

KAC 286 Dhaka 15:25

KAC 502 Beirut 15:25

KAC 562 Amman 15:25

ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35

UAE 857 Dubai 15:45

SAW 705 Damascus 15:50

RJA 640 Amman 16:00

FDK 801 Damascus 16:00

FDB 051 Dubai 16:15

QTR 1072 Doha 16:15

KAC 118 New York 16:25

KAC 542 Cairo 17:05

SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15

GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30

JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35

JZR 177 Dubai 17:45

QTR 1080 Doha 18:10

MSR 620 Cairo 18:30

GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05

UAE 875 Dubai 19:05

KAC 744 Dammam 19:05

FDB 063 Dubai 19:10

ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20

KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30

KAC 674 Dubai 19:40

KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40

KAC 776 Riyadh 19:45

FDB 057 Dubai 19:50

OMA 647 Muscat 20:05

KAC 620 Doha 20:05

ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 20:10

KNE 381 Taif 20:10

DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15

MEA 402 Beirut 20:15

KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 20:20

QTR 1088 Doha 20:40

WAN 116 Bahrain 20:45

KAC 166 Rome 20:55

KAC 564 Amman 21:00

KAC 168 Paris 21:05

ALK 229 Colombo 21:15

KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:15

UAE 859 Dubai 21:15

GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50

AZQ 4565 GYD 22:00

QTR 1082 Doha 22:05

ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10

AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25

KAC 162 Geneva 22:25

BBC 143 Dhaka 22:30

JZR 241 Amman 22:55

JZR 185 Dubai 23:00

FDK 8811 Damascus 23:00

MSC 405 Sohag 23:30

FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

THY 764 Istanbul 23:45

Departure Flights on Monday 30/10/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Chennai 00:05

JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30

MSR 2615 Cairo 00:30

FDB 072 Dubai 00:30

PIA 206 Lahore 01:00

MSC 502 Alexandria 01:05

THY 773 Istanbul 01:40

DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00

JZR 1442 Doha 02:10

PGT 859 Istanbul 02:35

KAC 285 Dhaka 02:40

THY 765 Istanbul 02:50

KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55

ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05

KAC 351 Kochi 03:05

UAE 854 Dubai 03:30

OMA 644 Muscat 04:05

QTR 1087 Doha 04:10

ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10

MSR 613 Cairo 04:15

KAC 417 Manila 04:20

PGT 861 Istanbul 04:25

JZR 560 Sohag 04:45

QTR 1077 Doha 05:30

KAC 303 Mumbai 05:50

FEG 954 Asyut 05:55

THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00

UAE 874 Dubai 06:15

RJA 643 Amman 06:25

THY 771 Istanbul 06:25

GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50

KAC 173 Munich 06:55

FDB 070 Dubai 07:05

RBG 557 Alexandria 07:05

KAC 167 Paris 07:15

JZR 164 Dubai 07:15

KAC 501 Beirut 07:50

KAC 613 Bahrain 07:55

BAW 156 London 08:20

FDB 054 Dubai 08:30

KAC 773 Riyadh 08:35

KAC 511 Mashhad 08:35

KAC 161 Geneva 09:10

KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15

KAC 671 Dubai 09:15

KAC 117 New York 09:15

KAC 165 Rome 09:20

KAC 691 Muscat 09:30

JZR 534 Cairo 09:30

JZR 482 Istanbul 09:35

ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40

KAC 101 London 09:45

UAE 856 Dubai 09:50

KAC 561 Amman 09:55

ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00

KAC 541 Cairo 10:00

IRA 666 Esfahan 10:15

KAC 617 Doha 10:15

KAC 153 Istanbul 10:30

QTR 1071 Doha 10:35

FDB 056 Dubai 10:35

GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35

MEA 405 Beirut 11:55

JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00

AXB 890 Mangalore 12:05

QTR 1075 Doha 12:10

VIZ 201 TQD 12:30

BRZ 212 TBS 13:00

AZQ 4566 GYD 13:00

KAC 413 Bangkok 13:05

JZR 176 Dubai 13:10

MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30

JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30

THY 767 Istanbul 13:45

FEG 938 Sohag 13:55

MSR 611 Cairo 14:00

UAE 872 Dubai 14:15

GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00

KAC 673 Dubai 15:00

FDB 060 Dubai 15:05

QTR 1079 Doha 15:15

KAC 563 Amman 15:40

SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45

KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50

KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55

KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 15:55

KAC 743 Dammam 16:00

KAC 619 Doha 16:00

OMA 646 Muscat 16:10

ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15

ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20

KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30

SAW 706 Damascus 16:50

FDK 802 Damascus 16:55

RJA 641 Amman 16:55

FDB 052 Dubai 17:05

QTR 1073 Doha 17:25

JZR 552 Alexandria 17:25

JZR 240 Amman 17:30

UAE 858 Dubai 17:40

KAC 357 Kochi 17:40

NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50

KAC 381 Delhi 17:50

KAC 331 Trivandrum 17:55

KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00

SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15

GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20

JZR 184 Dubai 18:25

JZR 538 Cairo 18:30

KAC 785 Jeddah 18:45

QTR 1081 Doha 19:15

JZR 266 Beirut 19:20

KAC 345 Ahmedabad 19:20

MSR 621 Cairo 19:30

GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50

FDB 064 Dubai 19:50

ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00

FDB 058 Dubai 20:30

UAE 876 Dubai 20:35

KAC 353 Bangalore 20:55

KAC 543 Cairo 21:00

DLH 634 Doha 21:00

OMA 648 Muscat 21:05

MEA 403 Beirut 21:15

KNE 232 Riyadh 21:40

KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40

DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50

QTR 1089 Doha 21:50

KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55

ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00

ETD 919 Bahrain/Abu Dhabi 22:10

ALK 230 Colombo 22:20

KLM 445 Bahrain 22:25

THY 1413 TZX 22:25

UAE 860 Dubai 22:35

KAC 383 Delhi 22:35

GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50

ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00

JZR 528 Asyut 23:05

KAC 783 Jeddah 23:10

QTR 1083 Doha 23:20

KAC 411 Bangkok 23:35

RBG 552 Alexandria 23:40

American Airlines 22087425 

22087426

Kuwait Airways 171

Jazeera Airways 177

Jet Airways 22924455

FlyDubai 22414400

Qatar Airways 22423888

KLM 22425747

Air Slovakia 22434940

Olympic Airways 22420002/9

Royal Jordanian 22418064/5/6

Reservation 22433388

British Airways 22425635

Air France 22430224

Emirates 22921555

Air India 22438184

Sri Lanka Airlines 22424444

Egypt Air 22421578

Swiss Air 22421516

Saudia 22426306

Middle East Airlines 22423073

Lufthansa 22422493

PIA 22421044

Alitalia 22414427

Balkan Airlines 22416474

Bangladesh Airlines 22452977/8

Czech Airlines 22417901/

2433141

Indian Airlines 22456700

Oman Air 22958787

Turkish Airlines 22453820/1

Aeroflot 22404838/9
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he 74-year-old Rolling Stones frontman reportedly enjoyed a
number of dates with Noor Alfallah while the group were in Paris,
France, for their ‘No Filter’ tour earlier this month. A source said:
“Mick still has his ≠legendary charm but even the band were sur-

prised someone as young and beautiful as Noor came to Paris to see him.
“They are both single and seemed to have a lot of fun together, so everyone
just let them get on with it.” Mick - who has been single since splitting from
ballerina Melanie Hamrick, the mother of his eighth and youngest child, 10-
month-old Deveraux - is said to have first hooked up with the US-born
socialite in a private flat in the suburbs of Paris two weeks ago, with a chauf-
feur taking the brunette beauty back to her hotel the following day, and they

enjoyed similar evenings a few days later, as well as three more dates,
including dinner at the Caviar Kaspia with the Stones’ backing crew and a
private meal at La Stresa, last week. Noor was also in attendance when the
band played the city’s U Arena. And the day after the gig, the ‘Satisfaction’
rocker was seen arriving at his new lover’s hotel. The insider added to The
Sun newspaper: “Mick is showing absolutely no sign of slowing down. He
certainly had a smile on his face and famous twinkle in his eye. “Noor is very
confident and well educated so she fitted in well at all the upmarket places
they went together.” The pair are believed to have met through a mutual
friend, producer Brett Ratner.

Sir Mick Jagger romancing 
a 22-year-old film producer
T

Justin Hartley
and Chrishell Stause

have got married
he ‘This Is Us’ star tied the knot
with the 36-year-old actress in an
intimate and emotional outdoor
ceremony on Saturday  evening

and couldn’t be happier. Chrishell told
People magazine: “They don’t make them
any better than Justin, and I could not be
more thrilled to officially be Mrs. Hartley!
“The wedding exceeded anything I could
have ever imagined.” The ‘All My Children’
actress wore a Monique Lhuillier gown for
the ceremony, which saw her and the 40-
year-old actor exchange handwritten vows
in front of their guests. Those in attendance
for the wedding included Justin’s ‘This Is Us’
co-stars Mandy Moore, Sterling K Brown,
Milo Ventimiglia, Chrissy Metz, Susan
Watkins and Chris Sullivan. Justin and
Chrishell - who got engaged last summer -
admitted they had been smitten with one
another since their first date four years ago.

He said: “We haven’t been apart since.”
Justin - who has daughter Isabella, 13, with
ex-wife Lindsay Korman - previously
admitted he was very excited about his
wedding day. He said: “I love the fact that
she’s going to be my wife. I love the fact that
I will have a wife and we’ll be husband and
wife and live together. “I love that, but I’m
actually really looking forward to the wed-
ding day. I’m going to have friends coming
in from out of town that I haven’t seen in a
few years. It’s going to be great. Meanwhile,
his co-star Mandy admitted last month she
wasn’t quite prepared for her friend’s wed-
ding. She said:  “They’re getting married in
the not-too-distant future. I haven’t gotten
him a gift yet, so that’s a really good
reminder! I’ll have to go on their registry
after this.”

T

he 31-year-old actor - who has a
four-year-old son with ex-wife
Evan Rachel Wood - tied the knot
with his ‘Fantastic Four’ co-star in

July after two years of dating, and while they
are having a “great time” together, he insists
nothing has changed in their relationship. He
told ‘Entertainment Tonight’: “We’re having
a great time. For me, nothing feels any dif-
ferent, and I think that’s the way it should be.
You make a dedication to each other, and
that’s it. “But I can’t believe it’s still so early
[into our marriage]. It feels like we’ve been
married forever.” The ‘Jumper’ actor and his
34-year-old wife love low-key date nights
together. He explained to E! News: “Netflix
and chill is date night. Couch. Postmates.
That’s the date night. Our perfect date night
is a movie and dinner.” However, the British

actor still feels very proud when he and the
former ‘House of Cards’ star walk the red
carpet together. He gushed: “I’m very fortu-
nate to stand next to her.” Meanwhile, Jamie
is currently sporting bandaged fingers after
injuring his hand working on his new movie
‘Donnybrook’, and though playing a bare-
knuckle fighter is a huge departure for him,
he’s enjoying the role. He said of his injuries:
“I’m shooting a film right now about this guy
who enters a bare-knuckle fist fight tourna-
ment to win money to try and save his fami-
ly, so I was hitting a bag. “I just started
shooting the movie. “I’m literally the least
violent, aggressive person one would ever
imagine, so the idea of me playing this role is
kind of ridiculous. But it’s fun so far.”

Bell feels like he’s
been married to

Kate Mara ‘forever’
T

he 34-year-old actress’ parents
divorced when she was three, and
she lived between their houses in
Sweden, but when she landed her

first job, on a soap opera, as a teenager, she
was told to “give back” to their family and
feels grateful for having to do that. She
recalled her mother said: “You’re going to
pay rent now, because you’re a working
woman who is earning more than me so you
give back to the family.” Of that experience,
Rebecca said: “I learnt then the value of
making money for myself.” After the show
ended a year later, Rebecca struggled to
find where she fitted in because she’d given
up school for her work. She told Vogue
magazine: “I remember thinking, I’m just not
a part of that world anymore. I wasn’t going
to university, I couldn’t, because I’d left
school early. “By 16, I’d left home too. My
friends were older and I’d begun to drift

from one friendship to the next.” The
‘Snowman’ actress turned to work in “day
care, restaurants, and shoe shops” to “sup-
port herself” until she landed a TV role in
Miami Beach. And even though the project
went “t**s up”, Rebecca didn’t mind. She
said: “It didn’t really matter because I was 17
and I got to live in another country for a
year.” The ‘Greatest Showman’ actress’ big
international break came when she was 30
in ‘The White Queen’ for the BBC and she
never stopped to think about what she was
taking on because things moved so quickly.
She recalled: “I got the part and three days
later we were shooting. “I never really asked,
‘What is happening here? Where am I
going? Do I want this trip?’ I just decided to
go with it. I thought, why not.”

Ferguson had to pay
rent to her mother

T

he 58-year-old music mogul was
stretchered out of his London
home in a neck brace after faint-
ing and falling down stairs, and

though he has been discharged and is
expected to return to work on ‘The X
Factor’ on Sunday evening, he has reported-
ly been warned by medics the lights and
heat in the studio could trigger a relapse.
But Simon will still defy doctors’ advice to
rest until next week in order to support his
contestants on the show. A source told The
Sun newspaper: “Simon is suffering bad
pains in his neck, and is still very shaken. “He
thought he may have broken his back, and
he’s told friends it was the most scared he’s
ever been in his life. “We are expecting him
to turn up on the show on Sunday. “He does-
n’t want to leave his acts to perform without
him there. “Provided he continues to
improve, he will do everything he can to be

there.” Simon was prescribed morphine for
his pain and will continue to undergo tests
this week to determine why he passed out.
The ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ star was looking
after his three-year-old son, Eric, when he
fainted, but his girlfriend Lauren Silverman
has now returned to London from New York
to be with them while he recovers. A source
previously said: “Simon was at his home
alone with Eric, apart from his security team
and nanny. “Lauren’s son Adam lives in New
York and it was her week to look after him
there. “But she was distraught to be woken
up by the news and immediately rushed to
the airport to get back home to be with
Simon. She is upset and worried. “Luckily
there was a nanny at the house who was
able to look after Eric.” It was previously
revealed medics feared Simon had broken
his neck when he fell.

Cowell still ‘very shaken’
after being rushed to hospital 

he 47-year-old actor was honored with
the Stanley Kubrick Award for Excellence
in Film at the Los Angeles ceremony on
Friday but pulled out of attending at the

last minute to return to Boston “urgently”. Kate Mara
gave a touching speech about the ‘Suburbicon’ star
before taking the accolade on his behalf. She
explained: “Unfortunately Matt has urgently needed
to travel to Boston and couldn’t join us tonight. As
much as we wish he was here with us, we know family
comes first. So our thoughts are with you, Matt, and
much love from your friends here in LA.” After filmed
tributes from the likes of George Clooney, Julianne
Moore and directors Paul Greengrass and Stephen
Soderbergh, a video message from Matt was then

played to the audience at the Beverly Hilton hotel. He
said: “Hello and thank you to everyone at BAFTA. “I
found out about this award six months ago and I was
just so incredibly honored to receive it and I was
really looking forward to tonight. “Unfortunately, I
had to go back to Boston for a family emergency. I’m
really sorry not to be with you tonight. “Thank you
for this wonderful honor and I hope you have a lovely
evening. See you soon.” While it wasn’t specified why
the ‘Martian’ star - who raises daughters Alexia, 18,
Isabella, 11, Gia, nine, and Stella, seven, with wife
Luciana Barroso - had to return home, it has been
reported his father, Kent Damon, is seriously ill.

he 46-year-old singer and actress
was distraught when her famous
dad, singer Serge Gainsbourg,
passed away after a heart attack

in 1991 but her children, 20-year-old Ben,
Alice, 15, and six-year-old Jo - who she has
with partner Yvan Attal - have subsequently
given her a sense of purpose. She said: “I
can’t say I’m happy, no, I have moments.
“Before, there was always a question about
being alive or not. Once my father died, I
wondered, ‘Do I want to be here or not?’
and I didn’t have an answer. “Now, I really
think I want to be here. And I think that’s
enough. My children give me most of that
[happiness]. But I don’t want to weigh too
much on them.” And the ‘Nymphomaniac’
star - whose mother is actress Jane Berkin -
admitted it took until the birth of her first
child before she got over Serge’s death. She

told ELLE magazine: “My father, it crushed
me. I was not myself for years - until I had a
baby and then I was looking towards life a
little more. It was painful. I wasn’t someone
yet [when it happened], I wasn’t modelled
yet, I was 19.” Charlotte’s half-sister, Kate -
the daughter of Jane and composer John
Barry - died suddenly in 2013 and she still
feels “angry” about her passing because
they still have no idea what caused her
death. She said: “No one really knows what
happened and there are still so many ques-
tions. “The loss was so traumatic. So violent.
So unexpected. It’s hard when there are so
many questions and you try to put the puz-
zle together. I still feel angry, I still feel that
it’s unfair.”

Charlotte Gainsbourg’s
father’s death deeply hurt her

Matt Damon pulls out of
the BAFTA Britannia Awards

T

T

T
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he singer - who passed away at the age of 41 in
July - was remembered by his friends and family
at the ‘Linkin Park And Friends Celebrate Life In
Honor Of Chester Bennington’ gig at the

Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles. Mike Shinoda, who hosted
the event, told the crowd: “Doing this show is one of the
hardest things I think that we’ve ever decided to do. And I
think you’re part of the only reason that we are able to even
stand up here and do this.” During the show, Mike sat down
at the piano and sang an unfinished track, ‘Looking for an
Answer’, which he wrote soon after Chester’s death. He
shared: “I wrote something about eight days later, and I
want to share it with you. I don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen, but I want to keep building on it.” Some of the lyrics
included: “There’s an emptiness tonight/ A hole that wasn’t
there before/ And I keep reaching for the light/ But I can’t
find it anymore ... Have I been lost all along/ Was there

something I could say/ Or something I should have done.”
Chester’s widow Talinda Bennington also stepped out onto
the centre stage and spoke of how much Chester would have
loved this show. She said: “Chester and I always loved bring-
ing people together, and he was filled with joy when our
house was full of family, friends, kids, dogs, cats, birds, tur-
tles - the more the merrier - and he would have loved all of
this tonight ... “He was incredibly proud of the work done for
Music For Relief. He knew it saved lives, and saving lives is
exactly what we plan to do in Chester’s memory. It is time
we recognize that mental health is as important as our phys-
ical health. It is my mission to make it easier to have access
to mental health resources.” Gavin Rossdale, Alanis
Morrisette, Zedd and Blink-182 also performed at the con-
cert for the One More Light Fund.

Linkin Park paid tribute to late
bandmate Chester Bennington
T

he 32-year-old singer has admit-
ted she “absolutely adores” chil-
dren and ever since she was a
teenager, she has been desperate

to have kids of her own. She said: “I’ve been
broody since I was 18.  I absolutely adore
kids and kids love me.” And the star has
admitted that when she was in Girls Aloud,
alongside Sarah Harding, Kimberley Walsh,
Cheryl Tweedy, and Nadine Coyle, the
bandmates always used to “wonder” what
their lives would be like when they became
parents. She told HELLO! magazine: “We
used to wonder what it would be like when
we started having kids.” Cheryl welcomed
her first child Bear - who she has with her
partner Liam Payne - into the world in
March this year, Kimberley has sons Bobby,
three, and 10-month-old Cole with her hus-
band Justin Scott, and Nadine has daughter
Anaiya. But Nicola admitted she never
“imagined” the situation would transpire as
it has. She continued: “Now that it’s hap-

pened to a few of us, it’s weird because it’s
not how I imagined it. I thought we’d all feel
a lot older, but we don’t, we feel the same.”
Though Nicola has no children of her own at
the moment, she has revealed she would
gladly adopt kids in the future. She shared:
“I’d like children of my own but would defi-
nitely adopt in the future, too. I’d love to
take a little person in and care for them.” But
in the meantime, Nicola is happy looking
after her former bandmates’ kids, especially
Kimberley’s tiny tot. She explained: “Bear
and Cole are totally gorgeous. [Cole] I love
him so much. He’s like my little pal and
whenever I go over to his house, he takes
my hand and we go off to play.  He reads me
stories, such as ‘The Three Little Pigs’, and
tells me we have to re-enact it. “Kimberley
sends me videos of him pretending to talk to
me on the phone.”

he ‘What Have You Done For Me
Lately’ singer feels so lucky to
have her “beautiful healthy son”
Eissa, who she welcomed into the

world in January 2017. Speaking in a Q & A
alongside her brother Randy at Roosevelt
High School, she said: “Every doctor told me
it wasn’t possible. But I’ve got a beautiful,
healthy son. He’ll be 10 months old.”
Meanwhile, Janet’s brother Tito previously
revealed he thinks motherhood makes his
sister “feel complete”. He shared: “She’s
doing all the baby talk to the baby and play-
ing with him constantly - all that stuff. She
changes all the diapers - she does it all.
She’s a real mother. “She loves it. I asked her,
‘How are you getting along with this?’ and
she said, ‘Tito, I love it.’ She just loves her
baby. She’s great at being a mother. It’s real-
ly great. I guess it sort of makes her feel
complete. “It was really different for me to

see her as a mother. It’s her first baby and
she has always been the baby in our family,
so that was a little strange in itself!” And
despite her break up from her estranged
husband Wissam Al Mana, Janet is in “good
spirits”, according to her make-up artist
Preston Meneses. He said: “I think Janet is
ready! She is happy and is in good spirits. I
think the world is going to get something
really special from her.  She’s really excited.
We all are - a lot of us have been working
together for years so when we come togeth-
er, it’s just like being with your family and
when you work with your family, things just
come easy and it’s a wonderful experience.
Right now, I just feel like the universe put us
all together for another moment. I think it’s
going to be a very successful tour.”

Jackson was told ‘it wasn’t 
possible’ to have children

he couple welcomed twins
Alexander and Ella into the
world in June and Cindy is glad
their famous pals know they can
bring their kids up to be as nor-

mal as possible. Speaking to Entertainment
Tonight at the annual Casamigos Tequila
Halloween Party in Los Angeles, Cindy -
who has Presley, 18, and Kaia, 16, with
Rande - said: “I think that the cool thing is
[that George and Amal] know our kids.
They’re like, ‘You guys’ kids are so great.’
“I think it just inspires them to know that
you can have like, normal kids, even if your
life is a little bit in the spotlight sometimes.
I think they see Presley and Kaia and see
they have good manners, they have their
friends from school, and I think that shows
them you can do it.” Meanwhile, George
previously revealed he is eager to instil

good values in his children. He explained: “I
have always felt a great sense of responsi-
bility to other people in the world, but
when you have children of your own, you
realise you are responsible for their lives in
a way you haven’t been before. And you
become conscious that you want to make
an example of your own life that they will
follow. I want to make sure my children
understand they have been given things
other children haven’t been by accident of
birth. “They could just as easily have been
born in Syria and their lives would have
been completely different. It’s challenging
to remind children who have been born into
this glass of celebrity and money to have
empathy for people who aren’t as fortunate
as they are. That’s going to be Amal’s and
my job to teach our children, and it’s an
important one.” 

Nicola Roberts has
been “broody” since 18

Clooneys ‘inspired’ to
raise their children out

of the spotlight 

Charlie Puth
wants to 

settle down
he ‘See You Again’ hitmaker is looking for
love and thinks it would be “so nice” to
find someone. He said: “I want to be in
love. It would be so nice on this tour if I
just had a cool girl who could do her own

thing but also would be there for me.” And the 25-
year-old singer has dated girls who are famous and
those who are not and is just looking for someone who
“cares about his heart”.  He added: “They don’t throw
themselves, they glide. They nuzzle up to me. I’ve dat-
ed famous girls, I’ve dated not-famous girls, and I just
need to find someone in the middle who doesn’t care
about Charlie Puth, but cares about Charlie Puth’s
heart, I guess. Without sounding so sappy.” Since find-
ing fame, Charlie admits he has “lost a lot of good”
pals because they can’t cope with his fame and all that
comes with it. He told The Telegraph newspaper: “I
lost a lot of good friends, they just couldn’t handle [the
fame]. The fact that in the restaurants we use to go to,
the maÓtre’d is now calling up these paparazzi and
there would be 10 of them outside. Some of them liked
it too much.” In his professional life, Charlie was
rumored to be taking a judging role on ‘American Idol’
but he recently revealed he had to turn it down
because the schedule was “too overwhelming”. He
shared: “The schedule got too overwhelming. It’s
nothing to do with [the network] ... ABC is wonderful
and I told them I would love to be in business with
them in the future. [I was in talks] and then things in
my life got crazy. “I can’t wait to watch it. It’s a huge
honor that they asked me. The fact that they would
even ask me to be a part of it is just beyond flattering
because it’s a show I grew up watching and I know it’s
going to be amazing without me.”

he ‘Mom’ star was seen dining
with cinematographer Michael
Barrett - who she met on the set
of her upcoming movie

‘Overboard’ - at Cutters Crabhouse in
Seattle. The couple sat close and shared a
few kisses as they enjoyed their food and
drink, TMZ reports. Anna split from Chris
Pratt in August after eight years of mar-
riage but she insists the pair - who share
five-year-old son Jack - are still “great
friends”. She said: “We’re great. He’s amaz-
ing. We’re great friends and we always will
be. “He was so kind to [write the foreword].
I decided to write a book about my life
experiences and when I started, I thought,
‘This will be a great journey. This is a great
idea. I know what I’m doing. I’m 40, I can
write a book.’ [Then] it’s like, ‘No. What
was I thinking? This is a terrible idea.’ “But
what I like to think is the takeaway [is] that
a lot of our problems tend to be universal -
the idea of jealousy, loneliness, heartbreak.
There’s a commonality no matter what pro-
fession you’re in or where you live and
that’s something the podcast has taught me.
We all have the same stuff going on.” And
Anna had previously said the pair would

always be “incredible friends”. She shared:
“We’ll  always have each other and be
incredible friends. There is still so much
laughter in our lives together, and he is so
proud of me, still.” — Bangshowbiz 

Anna Faris enjoys lunch
date with new boyfriend 
T

T

T

T

T

he 49-year-old actress was one
of the first women to publicly
accuse disgraced producer
Harvey Weinstein of sexual

harassment in The New York Times expose,
and she feels thankful to have her faith and a
number of other women behind her
throughout her alleged ordeal. Speaking at
the 2017 Women’s Media Awards in New
York on Thursday she told E! News: “I
mean, it’s tremendous [to be honored]. I feel
very special. I feel loved. I feel adored. I feel

supported. I feel like I’m in community.
“And, what I really know that means for me
is that I really have the grace and the power
of the God of my understanding with me at
this particular moment in my life. “And to the
couple of women who came up to me today
and gave me anonymous love letters, I’d like
to say, you know, this is for you. This really is
for you. We are definitely at a tipping point
and this will be the end of it if we decide
that’s what we want.” The ‘Divergent’ star
insisted she has been “telling [her] story for
a very long time” and was thankful she has
finally been heard at the right time. She said:
“I was very forthcoming about my experi-
ences all these years. And it was just the
moment when I could be heard—when The
New York Times was willing to throw their
venerable and considerable resources
behind the investigative reporting that Jodi
Kantor and Megan Twohy—who’s here
tonight—did so well that everyone could
hear the story.” The actress previously
admitted she “forgives” Weinstein for her
experiences, but made it clear she couldn’t
extend the same feeling for what he has
allegedly done to other women and insisted
he should  “absolutely should go to jail” if he
is a rapist, allegations he has denied.

Ashley Judd feels
‘adored and supported’

T
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A woman visiting an exhibition dedicated to exotic dancer and suspected double agent Margaretha Zelle known as Mata Hari, in the Fries Museum in Leeuwardenm. — AFP photos 

She scandalized society by dancing almost naked
when women still wore corsets and their dresses
long.  Yet a century after her death, Mata Hari

remains veiled in mystery. Now a Dutch museum in the
Friesian town of her birth is seeking to shed new light on
the exotic dancer, bringing together for the first time 150
objects, photos and military archives in the largest-ever
exhibition devoted to one of the world’s most famous
courtesans and seductresses.

Her story was “a dramatic
cocktail of courage and glory,
loss and betrayal,” says the
museum about the ultimate
femme fatale, executed by a
French firing squad on charges
of being a double agent on
October 15, 1917. Giant black-
and-white photos of Mata Hari
wearing her barely-there,
bejeweled costumes hang on
the walls of the Fries Museum
in northern Leeuwarden, the
town where she was born as Margaretha Zelle in 1876.

Never-before-seen scrapbooks, personal belongings, let-
ters, books and jewelry are on display in “Mata Hari: The
Myth and the Maiden” running until April 2. Shown in dark-
ened rooms where videos play of dancers recreating her
sensuous choreography, the exhibition is both intimate and
surprising. There are posters of her appearances in such
famous theatres as the Folies Bergere, and in one room by an
antique child’s crib visitors learn her two-year-old son,
Norman, died of syphilis, likely contracted from his mother.
“It is the story of the life of a very famous person who got a

lot of attention during her career, got into a lot of trouble,
arrested and accused of being a spy,” said museum curator
Hans Groeneweg, who has spent several years amassing the
collection.

‘Life ends in tragedy’
Margaretha married young to an army officer 20 years

older than her, who was based in the former Dutch East
Indies, now Indonesia. They
had two children, Norman, and
a younger girl, Non. But in
1903 aged 27, she fled after a
nasty divorce to Paris, where,
penniless, she became a
striptease dancer, taking the
name “Mata Hari”, Indonesian
for “Eye of the Day”.

The objects on display
“trace her path from being a
young girl , to her l ife as a
mother,... her exotic career as
a courtesan and her journey

during the war,” Groeneweg said, adding the aim was to
give visitors a more “complete” picture of the real woman.
There is a delicate, crown-shaped gold and pearl brooch,
which Mata Hari gave a German officer just before her
death, asking him to send it to her daughter, letters after her
divorce full of despair, and even her death warrant with the
word “Mort” (Deceased) starkly handwritten across it in
black ink italics.

“I’m tired of fighting life,” Mata Hari wrote in one letter,
appealing that Non, who she’d left behind in The
Netherlands, be allowed to join her in Paris. “Either Nonnie

lives with me and I behave like a decent mother, or I’m going
to enjoy the beautiful life being offered to me here. I know
that life ends in tragedy-but I’m over that,” she wrote pre-
sciently. She was a prolific letter writer and there are mis-
sives between her and her husband when she was still
deeply in love, as well as her son’s baby album lovingly filled
in until his sudden death.

“Instead of dancing to the praise of the powerful and
famous, I am here, in a hospital room at the bedside of my
dying child,” she wrote. Later there are postcards from
across Europe to her daughter some simply signed
“Mama” and French army archives recounting her interro-
gation and trial kept secret until recently. “I am desperate-
ly worried and I cry all the time,” she wrote in April 1917
to the French judge from her Parisian cell, asking for news
of her then Russian lover who had abandoned her. “You
cannot imagine my suffering. Please release me, I cannot
cope with it any longer.”

True spy? 
Many questions still remain about Mata Hari. To what

extent was she really a spy? Why, after accepting an offer in
1916 from a German diplomat to spy on France if he paid off
her debts, did she become a double agent for France? Was
she just naive, or desperate, or both? For Groeneweg there
is “always that question: Was she really guilty?” He believes
there is still “not enough proof to say for certain if she was a
spy. The French certainly wanted to set an example during a
very difficult year in 1917. They used her.” And despite the
exhibition, it seems that in the end, Mata Hari, who reinvent-
ed herself as the Javanese princess who rode elephants, took
many of her secrets to the grave. — AFP 

Dutch expo seeks to unveil
mystery of Mata Hari

Cocktail of
courage and glory,
loss and betrayal

This undated file picture shows Dutch dancer and spy
Margaretha Geertruida Zelle, better known as Mata Hari.

Amural of Run-DMC’s Jam Master
Jay, his arms crossed in defiance,
looms over the hallway of the

Queens recording studio where he was
shot to death 15 years ago. The memorial
gives no hint of a disturbing footnote to
the DJ’s tale of fame and misfortune: The
killer, so far, has gotten away with it.

New York City police detectives
acknowledge that their investigation into
the October 30, 2002, killing of the artist,
whose given name was Jason Mizell, has
gone cold. But some in the borough
where Jam Master Jay, Joe “Run”
Simmons and Darryl “DMC” McDaniels
emerged as rap sensations in the 1980s
hold out hope that witnesses could still
come forward. “It’s not resolved to the
legal eye, but the street always talks,”
said Jeremy “JL” Lam, a friend of Jam
Master Jay’s family and a partner in the
latest version of the Queens studio.

Family members, however, are less
optimistic. “We know it’s any anniversary
but we don’t like to talk about it much
anymore,” Jam Master Jay’s older sister,
Bonita Jones, said from their mother’s
home in North Carolina. A cousin, Ryan
Thompson, believes the potential wit-
nesses may never come forward because
they “could go to jail as accomplices.”
Thompson, also a DJ using the moniker
“Base,” credits himself with introducing
Run-DMC to one of its signature fashion
statements: Adidas sneakers without
laces. But Mizell should be remembered
more “for the music he created and his
kindness.”

That music included spinning the

turntable on such Run-DMC hits as “King
of Rock,” ‘’It’s Tricky” and a remake of
Aerosmith’s “Walk This Way.” And one of
Jam Master Jay’s acts of kindnesses
included opening a 24/7 studio in a then-
violent section of Queens for artists who
needed a start. Famed rapper 50 Cent was
among those he mentored there. It was in
that studio on the night before Halloween
2002 when police say two armed men
were buzzed inside. Thompson, once hired
as security “to keep the riff raff out,” said
he had left the job because he wasn’t get-
ting paid.

Drowning in debt 
According to some reports, the 37-

year-old Jam Master Jay hugged one of
the men before gunfire erupted. One
round missed him but a second, fired
from point-blank range, entered the left
side of his head. The men vanished.
Speculation followed that Jam Master
Jay, who was drowning in debt, may have
been killed on orders from someone to
whom he owed money.

Police said there were at least four
other people in the studio at the time.
But none provided enough details to
produce fruitful leads. Thompson said a
security camera in the studio was bro-
ken. Prosecutors later identif ied a
career criminal serving time for armed
robbery a suspect. But he denied
involvement and was never charged.
Then the case went cold.—AP

Tissot Everytime
Swissmatic Style

is automatic
Tissot is adding a brand new movement to its collec-

tion, integrating it to one of its winning watches. A
classical, timeless design, the sleek and clean face of

the Tissot Everytime singles it out as a very modern watch.
Adding to the contemporary essence of this timepiece is the
Swissmatic movement, which allows the brand to offer an
automatic watch at an unbeatable price. The secret lies in
the automated process of its fabrication. Additionally, it pro-
vides up to three days of power reserve. 

Choices are infinite
Wearers will delight in discovering the different options,

whether it’s a vintage-inspired stainless steel bracelet, a lux-
uriously smooth or crocodile-style leather strap, or even a
trendy NATO strap, the result is sure to be spectacular.
Whichever your style or mood of the day, there is a Tissot
Everytime to match. Style is automatic!

Technical features
• Swiss Made 
• Swissmatic movement with up to three days of power

reserve
• 316L stainless steel case with scratch-resistant sapphire

crystal
• Water-resistant up to a pressure of 3 bar (30 m / 100 ft)
• 316L solid stainless steel bracelet with jewellery clasp
• Leather strap, fabric strap or synthetic strap with stan-

dard buckle
• All rosegold execution is PVD coating
• Diameters: 40mm

From Central Asia to Latin America,
people continue to bear the revolu-
tionary names that caught on in the

wake of Russia’s 1917 Bolshevik revolution.
Revolda (Child of the Revolution), Mels
(short for Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin),
Engels and Stalina are just some of the
names that live on a century later. 

“My father always remained loyal to
Marxist-Leninist ideals. This is why he
named me Mels,” says 67-year-old Mels
Yeleussizov, president of a Kazakh ecology
society. In neighboring Kyrgyzstan, 28-year-
old culture ministry spokesman Marlen
Solyanoy also bears a name that combines
Lenin with Marx. “For me, it’s not about lik-
ing or not liking your name: my parents
chose it and it needs to be respected,” he
said. Armenia’s well known composer
Vladilen Balyan, whose name is an abbrevia-
tion of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, has a similar
opinion about his parents’ choice. “I have
never thought about giving up my name,”
the 93-year-old tells AFP.  “It’s my child-
hood, my youth, my life!”

‘Worse names than mine’ 
In Albania, AFP meets the 66-year-old

director of Tirana’s Academy of Albania
Studies, Marenglen Verli-whose first name
combines Marx, Engels and Lenin. “The
name Marenglen was very popular in the
1950s (in Albania),” Verli says. “I have never
thought about changing it. During the revo-
lutionary era, there were worse ones than
mine.” He cites the name ‘Melset’, short for
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Enver (after
Albania’s communist leader Enver Hoxha)
and Tito (Yugoslavia’s leader).  After the fall
of communism in Tirana in the early 1990s,
some Albanians changed their revolutionary
names: Lenin became Luli and Marenglen
became Maringlen to sound more Albanian. 

A chance tribute 
Ninel Omelyanenko, a 26-year-old living

in Kiev, said she bears a revolutionary name
(Lenin spelt backwards) by chance rather
than for ideological reasons. “My father
always hated the Soviet system but our
neighbor was a convinced communist,” she
says. One day, the neighbor had asked her
father what name had given his newborn
daughter. He answered: “Ninel.” 

“Finally, there is someone in your family
who honors the memory of the great
leader!” the neighbor replied.  But for her
family, “Ninel” was simply the combination
of “Nina” and “Nelia,” the names of the girl’s
two grandmothers. “My father was angry at
my mother who chose this name completely
innocently,” she says.  In Moscow, the par-

ents of 18-year-old student Vilen
Martirossyan chose their son’s name (an
abbreviation of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin) con-
sciously, in honor of his grandfather. “Young
people my age don’t usually react when they
hear my name,” said Vilen, who was born
eight years after the fall of the USSR. “But
people in their seventies say straight away:
Ah, Vladimir Ilyich!”

Many Lenins 
Since the 1930s, many Latin American

leftist activists named their children in hon-
our of the Russian revolutionary leaders.
That is the case with Ecuador’s current
socialist president Lenin Moreno, the
famous Venezuelan terrorist Ilich Ramirez
Sanchez known as Carlos the Jackal, or the
Brazilian musician Lenine, whose full name is
Osvaldo Lenine Macedo Pimentel. 

“For my father, the most important fact
was that Lenin was a brilliant person,”
Mexican university professor Lenin Martell,
46, tells AFP. “This name opened many
doors for me.” For others, the name caused
more harm than good. Sergio Lenin Ocampo
Torres, a 36 year-old Mexican photogra-
pher, says he experienced “only problems”
with his name. “This name was badly seen in
the private schools that I went to and I was
often demonized.” — AFP 

After 15 years, probe into 
Run-DMC star killing goes cold

Russia’s revolutionary 
names live on 100 years later

This photo from Oct 7, 1986 shows Run-D.M.C.’s Jason Mizell, known as Jam-Master
Jay, as he pose during an anti-drug rally at New York’s Madison Square Garden. — AP  

Ninel Omelyanenko, 26, whose name is
Lenin spelt backwards, poses for pictures in
Kiev. — AFP 
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Models parade the creations from the “NE-TIGER” collection during China Fashion Week in Beijing. — AFP photos 

China Fashion Week



People take part in the Day of the Dead parade in Mexico City on October 28, 2017. — AFP 

Egyptians attend a puppet-theater at Al-Sawi cultural centre. An undated handout picture released by Egyptian director Tamer El Said on October 24, 2017, shows Egyptian actor Khalid Abdalla during a scene from the
movie “The Last Days of the City” directed by Said.

Egyptians viewing paintings at an art exhibit at Al-Sawi cultural centre in the capital Cairo’s
central district of Zamalek. — AFP photos 

Egyptian youths seen queuing outside Al-Sawi cultural centre.
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In movie theatres, concert halls or out on the
streets, culture in Egypt is faced with increas-
ing curbs as the government of the country

expands censorship, critics say. Hossam Fazulla of
the Association for Freedom of Thought and
Expression (AFTE) said artists were being sub-
jected to increasing limitations. “What the gov-
ernment is trying to do is... to create a model of
an obedient citizen who is tame, who is very
convenient for this regime,” said Fazulla. The
curbs have wiped out some art forms, espe-
cially street events, which were starting to
flourish after the 2011 uprising that toppled
longtime ruler Hosni Mubarak, he said. 

A 2013 law banning unauthorized protests
or gatherings has in effect been applied to cul-
ture, with street arts paying a heavy price,
according to Fazulla. “It’s been a while now
that we’ve been reporting that this period has
witnessed more restrictions than the previous
one,” he said. In a notable example, censors
have stalled the film “In The Last Days of the
City”, although it has been screened in 60 coun-
tries and at 91 festivals, winning more than 10
awards.

Egyptian director Tamer El Said finished
shooting the movie in December 2010, six weeks
before the uprising that overthrew Mubarak. “The
film was trying to capture this feeling that we had
before the revolution... that something big is
going to happen. We don’t know what it will be,
but that it seems that we won’t be able to contin-
ue like this,” Said said.

Said applied for a license to screen the movie

in October 2016, only for Egypt’s censorship
authority to flood him with paperwork requests
until it stopped answering his calls. “Now it’s been
12 years that I’ve been dreaming of this moment
to come and it doesn’t come... it’s killing me,” said
the director. This is the new method to ban films,
said Fazulla. “They would keep delaying this for
months until the movie does not get screened in

the end,” he said. After initially agreeing to speak,
the head of the censorship authority, Khaled
Abdel Geleel, stopped answering calls and mes-
sages from AFP.

‘Bad idea’ 
Another award-winning film, “The Nile Hilton

Incident” directed by Tarik Saleh, a Swede of
Egyptian origin, takes place in Egypt but was
banned from being shot in the country. The movie
on police corruption is based on a true story, that
of real estate tycoon and Mubarak associate

Hisham Talaat Moustafa, who was convicted in
2010 of paying for the murder of his ex-lover, a
Lebanese pop diva.

“It was my idea (to film in Egypt). It was a
very bad idea,” Saleh said in an interview on the
Munich international film festival’s YouTube chan-
nel. “We were thrown out three days before we
were going to start to shoot so we left to

Casablanca” to film instead in the fellow North
African state of Morocco, he said. Music has
also been a casualty.

In July, Cairokee, a popular band, said the
censorship authority had banned some songs
from their 2017 album “A Drop of White”,
which features calls for political freedoms. But
the banned songs are widely available on the
web. Heavy metal has been in the firing line of
Egypt’s state-recognized Musicians’ Syndicate
since it tried to have a gig called off in February
2016.  

Its head, Hany Shaker, told Al-Assema tele-
vision that his union had reported the event to

police because of the presence of “devil worship-
pers in weird clothes”. In April 2016, a concert by
Brazilian band Sepultura was cancelled and event
organizer Nader Sadek spent several days behind
bars on suspicion of having failed to secure a per-
mit. “Our role is limited to notifying security... And
Egyptian security is very alert,” syndicate
spokesman Tarek Mortada said. — AFP 

Culture in the crosshairs 
of a changing Egypt

We won’t be
able to continue

like this
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