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CLEVELAND: LeBron James won’t play
again this preseason, and there’s a chance
he’ll miss Cleveland’s hyped opener with
Boston. James didn’t practice Wednesday, a
day after he made his exhibition debut
after being slowed by a sprained left ankle
sustained Sept 27. Cavs coach Tyronn Lue
said the four-time MVP is sore and has
been ruled out of Cleveland’s final presea-
son game Friday night in Orlando.

As for James’ status for Tuesday night’s
game against the Celtics and former Cavs
All-Star guard Kyrie
Irving, Lue was non-
commit ta l .  “Not
sure,” Lue said. “Got
t reatment  a l l  day
today, so I’m not sure
if we should be con-
cerned or not. But it’s
pretty sore today so
we’ l l  jus t  see  what
happens.” Lue said
James is upset that his ankle is stil l  an
issue. “Pretty mad, pretty pissed off,” Lue
said “But I mean, it is what it is.”

New lineup 
James did not speak to reporters fol-

lowing Wednesday’s practice. He aggra-
vated his ankle Tuesday night against
Chicago as the Cavs unveiled a new start-

ing lineup featuring James, Derrick Rose,
Dwyane Wade, Jae Crowder and Kevin
Love. James scored 17 points and had
eight turnovers, but the defending Eastern
Conference champions fell to 0-4 and it’s
apparent their new lineup is going to need
a lot more time together. There were few
sparkling moments as the group was most-
ly out of sync.

Lue said JR Smith will rejoin the starting
lineup while James is out and guard Jose
Calderon will enter the rotation. For now,

James ’  in jury  wi l l
prevent  the  Cavs
f rom work ing  out
their offensive kinks.
Lue said he’s had to
a l ter  some p lans
already. “It’s a chal-
lenge when you’ve
got a new team and
you want to incorpo-
ra te  s tu f f , but  you

don’t want to go too fast, you don’t want to
go too slow,” he said. “You want to see
what works. So we kind of scrapped some
of the stuff we’ve been doing and we’re
going to just go in a different direction
offensively with that first unit.”

James wanted to play even though he
wasn’t at full speed. Following the game, he
hinted that he might need more time off. “I

definitely wanted to test it tonight knowing
that at least if I tested it tonight, I have a
week until the regular season started if I
don’t play in the game on Friday,” he said.

The  32-year-o ld  James  has  never

missed an opener in 14 seasons, and this
one  has  some spec ia l  s i zz le . I rv ing
demanded to be traded during the summer
and he and James have taken some shots at
each other in the past two months. —AP

LeBron aggravates injury; 
In doubt for Celtics start

CLEVELAND: Dwyane Wade No 9 of the Cleveland Cavaliers talks with LeBron
James No 23 while playing the Chicago Bulls during a pre season game at
Quicken Loans Arena. —AFP

Coe calls for
track and field
revolution
RABAT: World athletics chief Sebastian Coe
has told AFP he wants a radical review of track
and field to ensure it survives as a spectator
sport. With the sport’s biggest star Usain Bolt
retired, IAAF president Coe said he was con-
sidering anything from franchised teams bid-
ding for athletes to pop-up tracks in streets and
football stadiums to attract new fans.
“Nothing’s off the table now. Let our imagina-
tion run wild,” the two-time Olympic gold
medalist said in an exclusive interview as he
warned the candid discussions will be “uncom-
fortable” for purists.

Following the success of the World
Championships in London this year, there are
fears the next edition-in Qatar in 2019 — will
not draw the same crowds or worldwide inter-
est, particularly as Bolt hung up his spikes after
London. The Jamaican sprinter has been a
shining light in recent years for a sport in dan-
ger of losing its appeal because of the Russian
doping scandal, lengthy championships and
over-complex formats for spectators. “We are
in the entertainment business and we have to
look at it in that way,” Coe said at a meeting of
African athletics federations in the Moroccan
capital Rabat.

He laid out plans for a “strategic review” to
show “what our sport will look like for the next
30 or 40 years”. Voted president of the
International Association of Athletics
Federations in 2015, Coe led London’s success-
ful bid to host the 2012 Olympics. The former

middle-distance runner said track and field
bosses could draw inspiration from cricket’s
Indian Premier League (IPL) — in which play-
ers are auctioned and divided among franchises
representing cities-or the NFL, where teams
pick players through a draft system. “I think
we’ve just got to allow some really open discus-
sion about what our sport looks like. And yes,
maybe it’s cities, maybe it’s franchises, maybe it’s
auctions like the IPL, maybe it’s the pick.”

‘Pop-up tracks’ 
Coe, who won Olympic gold medals in the

1,500metres in Moscow in 1980 and Los
Angeles in 1984, said tinkering with individual
track and field events would not be enough to

bring about the fundamental change that is
needed. He said his association was already
working with different formats, such as holding
events in the mountains, trail-running and even
parkour-or street-running-where participants
leap from buildings and scale walls.

“I think there is a need for probably a two-
year deep, deep dive because the risk in the
past is that we have looked at different ele-
ments in isolation,” he said. “We’ve looked at
one event and spent a lot of time talking about
one event... but we haven’t brought it together.”
He said although it was important to “have the
purist argument” and keep the sport’s multi-
disciplined “philosophy”, it can be moved away
from its traditional arenas. —AFP

Del Potro 
overcomes 
Zverev in
Shanghai 
SHANGHAI: Juan Martin del Potro advanced
to the Shanghai Masters quarterfinals by over-
coming third-seeded Alexander Zverev 3-6, 7-
6 (5), 6-4 yesterday. Del Potro required four
match points - two on Zverev’s serve in the
ninth game, two on his own serve in the 10th -
to win this first encounter career against the
German.

Del Potro, who lost his serve for the only
time in the match in the second game, won nine
of his 15 service games at love. “I’m happy
with my success as I played one of the good
guys on tour, he’s been playing so good this
season,” del Potro said. “This was a positive
for me looking to the future.” Zverev, who was
in the hunt for a sixth ATP title of the season,
lost his composure after netting a backhand to
surrender his serve in the fifth game of the
third set to the Argentine.

Zverev whacked his racket on the court.
That  d idn’t  sat is fy  h is  anger  so he kept
smashing the racket courtside until it was a
mangled mess. “For me, it’s impossible to lose
a match when I’ve only been broken one
time,” Zverev said. “The game where he broke
me I was up 40-15 and I was just unfocused
there.” Del Potro, a 2013 Shanghai finalist,
was aware he made a likely permanent impact
by breaking Zverev’s serve. “I saw his frustra-
tion, for sure,” he said. “He’s still very young
and has to keep learning. —AFP

MONACO: This file photo taken on February 6, 2017 shows International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) President Sebastian Coe looking on
during a press conference following the 208th IAAF Council meeting. —AFP

The group 
was mostly 
out of sync 


